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day of January", in the thirty-second yeat of the 
independence of the United States of America^ 
Joshua Spalding^ of the said district, has deposited 
in this bfficey the Title of a Book, the right whereof 
he claims as Author, in the words following, to ivitf 
"The DIVINE THEORY; A System of Divinity, 
*' founded wholly upon Christ; which, by one Prin* 
*^ ciple, offers an Explanation of kll the Worfei of G6d#- 
" By Joshua Spalding^ Salem, Massachusetts, Min- 
" ister of the Gospel of J^^us — ^n two volumes.^—; 
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PREFACE. 



•TpFIOUGH the following work, as a Syjlem iff 
^ Divinity, has th^ appearance of being new, 
ytt certainly it propofes lio new foundation : for 
other Jduniation can no man lay than that is laid^ 
which is J^Jus Chriji:-^l{ we fpeak pot accord- 
ing to this word (Chrift) it is becaufjs there is no 
Jight in us;-— but it we are led by this ligh% Jefus 
Chnft, the fame yefterday, to-day and for ever, 
muchdarknefs is discovered in our mod approved 
tnodetrp fy ftems ; and it will appear that our maft* 
er-builders^ if any may be called fuch befide^ tl\e 
prophets and Apoftles, have, in a great tneafure, 
builded afide from the foundation, and mull thertr 
fore fuffer lofs* 

It is certain that the work not framed accord* 
jng to the true and only foundation, though the 
ftudy and labour of ages will not profit men ; 
and the torch of divine revelation cannot be too 
foon applied to the vaft pile which ihall fet it all 
on flame; and though the hand or inftrum^nt to 
do this muft expe£); to be treated by many as a 
vile incendiary, yet he will deferve wpll of the 
world of mankind; for Jet the hay, wood an4 
ftubble be confumed, and the light of the divme 
feuudation^ and the gold^ mver mi precious 
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fiones, luilded thereon^ will break iTortli as tlii 
lightnifigy a2i4 (hme. through the earth* 

Many Syftems of Divinity, though called 
Chrijlian^ bear no charaGer of truth— -they do 
not lelpeft the foundation in one eflential point 
-of view* With thefe we have no concern — they 
are not objefts of our attention — -God wi i judge 
them and their authors, and blot their name and. 
Temembrancefiom the city of God: But there a^c 
others which dp, in feme eflential view, regard the 
glorious loundaiion ; and though greatly faulty, 
in nt obferving its full meafure, yet deferve our 
Tdott ferious attention — ^wc arc affured they will 
not wholly fail, though tried by fire ; and theif 
authors will be lavcd in the day of the Lord* 

Among thefe, the worfe founded on the bafe 
of pure benevolence^ and unfolding in what ate call- 
*cd the DoGlrincs of Grade; have the preference -— 
A Imei of truth has been drawn from this divine 
doJ^rine, with the demonftration 6f the fpirit, for 
which, in the American world, we have beeii great- 
ly ihdebted t6 the labours of Prefidcnt Edwards 
and Dpftoi* Hopkins^ But the works of ihefe 
divincfe, the latter efpecially*, being brought for- 
^ ward as whole fyftems^ too apparently miftake one 
'chafa^ler of the divine principle for the whole 
body of light; confequently the propofcd foun- 
dation, niot being fufficiently broad to fupport the 
whole fabrick, a great part of it falls into a pile ; 

* Prefijhent Edwards dtd BOtofiiBr Ut works ^tM{ftbem,hmt 
by mauy, chiey have beea con&dcred as Aich, and exprefsly n' 
iuvmf di€ OifSUint of beatvolcfict far ilhtvt iatindatioa. 
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and, vndcr exammation, the mind becomes ap> 
are0ed, and #s overwhelmed with the jdetail of 
principles^ and arguments, which clufter every > 
vhere like the ftars; whereas the troe fyftem tu^n 
Clifford but one principle and one argument.*^— 
^ivme benevolence is all inyportant; it can never 
be too much contet|iplated or admired*— *it may be 
confiidered, in the divine fyllem, what the natural 
light is in tfae fyftem of nature; but as much as 
iiatural light is the glory of the world, any attempt . 
to found the fyftem ot nature upon its Itg/U^ in-*, 
ftead of the combirud Jlrength of all iu elements^ 
would be weak and fruitlefs. Thpfe works contain 
great and precious trcafures, and fiiould be con- . 
fidered as excellent tra^s of divinity, rather thaa 
^fiems. 

But this i^ not the greatell evil attending the 
^rror of miftaking a charafter of the divine prin- 
ciple, for the principle itfelf ; for as benevolence^ 
which is apparently offered as the foundation of 
thefe works, is undeiftood to be a moral charac« 
ter, of a mere moral nature, the attempt to found 
the diyine fyftem upon it. has given the whole too 
much the afpeiJ of a mere moral fyltem — this if 
an evil of great magnitude. I ^m, indeed, fenfi^ 
ble that fome divines, who have taken this giound, 
have alfo acknowledged, that the divine fyftem is 
fomething more than moral, and have attempted 
to ftiew it^ Mr, Edwards fuppofes that Chrift 
a0;cd in the world under two or three diftin£k . 
laws. Thefe attempts have all Ken comp ic^tcd 
and afide from the general argument, which ap* 
pears every where qf a moral nature, and hd\C 
^theie£ure made little pi no iinpreftion« 
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iThis has long been obfer^^d with great gi*kf 
by many lovers of Jefus Chnft's rigbteocifnefs; an4 
the influence of this miftake in diverting the iDif^d 
fiom the infinitely glorious fubjeftof Jcfus Chrill 
arid him crucified, to me e moral principles^ and 
the merit or demeiit of creature exercifes^ has beeh^ 
Very apparent and alarming. It is not concdvtd, 
however, thc^t our theOry will oppofe and fupprefs 
the fpirit and genius of thefe works ; on the con* 
trary it Will efpoufe arid fupport their defign and 
end, by laying open to view a broader foundation* 
And if, in this fyftem, lefs attention is paid to th^ 
fubjeft^ which, for more than two centuries, under 
the fcveral heads commonly called the Five Points^ 
has chiefly employed the ableft divines; it is not 
becaufe the fubjeft is thought to be of fmall tiKjment^ 
but for the reafon, that it has b^en fo generally 
and fully inveftigated. Being folicitous to honof 
thofe works, in vindication of thefe much difput* 
cd articles of grace, I repeat it, that they do re* 
fpeCl the true arid only foundation, Chrift the 
Lord, in their apparent defign and end ; and i^ 
We but touch the hem of his garment we ihall re-* 
ceive virtue, arid fhall be favedj and fo. far out 
Wbrks have glory and praife. 

There are many things which rektt to thegof^ 
pel, and which, indifpenfably, muft be brought for*.' 
ward in connexion With it, which, however, are not 
the gofpel itfeif : Such are the articles referred to 
above, and fuch is the chriftian morality. — Jefus 
Chrift was brought before the Jcwifli couit, and* 
Roman governor^ and accufed of many things, to 
which, as tranfient matters^ he made no reply; but . 
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to €^id ^ccufation he replied, and confefled tha 
jicharg^;; aud, upon whicb» he fufiered upon the 
crofs; be laid down his own Ufe, for he fuffered 
upon his own conjeffion; which charge and con« 
feflion was tbi% that be declared himfeif to be a 
king, and that, in a future day, upon the ancient 
j^rone of Judah and |frael, he fiiouid reign over 
^lid judge th« world.— -And in his reply to thii 
^ueftion, before Pontius Pilate— * Art thou a king 
^f then ?^' he f^id, To this end was I born, and /or 
this caujt camt / into the worlds that IJhould bear 
witmfs unto tfit truth : this matter then of his com* 
fng kingdom is the trvth, the gofpel itfelt; hence 
pur Lord called his dotlrine, the word of the king* 
4om, arid % gofftf of the kin^dom^ 

Before the Jewifli courts the h?gh prieft faid 
ttnto hinij / adjure thee, by the living God, that thou 
tell us whtther thou be the Chriji, the Son of God,—^ 
The Jews undeiftood by the name Chrift, &c. one 
who was to rp ign and judge upon the throne of 
David. — rTo this h^ immediately anfwcred, foi it 
Washis biifincfs in the world, to " bear witnefs 
'4 unto the truth:" Jefus faith unto him, — Thou 
haft faid; which was his manner of givi g his af- 
firmation, as we fhould fay^ yes; and he added, 
^t Herc^kcx" fkall y^ fee the Son of Man fitting on 
the right hand of power, and coming m M^ clouds of 
hiaven; in which manner^ according to the pro- 
phtts, it was expefted that the king of Ifrael would 
take to himfeif his great power, and come and reign. 
— Uponi this conteffion, the high priefl rent his 
xlcth^s, faying. He hath fppien blafpherrty ; what 
furihcr need have we of witMfJiS ? S^Ji^Ut now ye 
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kam heard his blajphtmy. — What think yt f Thi^ 
fnjmtrcd and Jaii^ Ht is guihy cf dtaih. 

And before Pontius Pilate the queftion was the 

&nie. Art thou the king of the Jews? — Jejus an^ 
Jwered, My kingdom is not of this world — 'Jf w/ 
kingdom were of this worlds then would my Jervantt 
fight^ that I Jliould not be delivered to the Jews :rr-r, 
kut now is my kingdom not from hence. Pilate there* 
Jerf faid unto htm, Art thou a king then? Jefus* 
^nfwered^ Thou f aye fl that I am. a king: which, as 
obfervcd, was his yea to the queftion, and his cop^^ 
fefTxon to the accufation laid in againft him to take 
hia life.— Here, alfo, as before the Sanhedrim, and 
the court c^ Herod, when he was queftiQned its 
matvy words, or concerning various matters, he an^ 
jwered nothing : but as foon as this point is brought 
up, and this queftion is put to him, m every m-? 
ftance he made an immediate reply and confefiion; 
lor his errand into the world was to bear witnej^ 
%mto the truths 

Pilate was determined to let him go; for, tho^ 
he found the matter of his accufation to be a fa£t,' 
that jeCus did daim, by the higheft authority, to. 
be the rightful fovereign of that ancient kingdom, 
^nd therefore, as by «he charter given to David, 
Pfilm Ixxii. 6. he was the prince of all the kingr 
d oms of the earth; yet he knew that for trtyy the 
people had delivered hm, and he had alfo fome 
apprehenfion of the divine afpefl of the thing: 
But the Jews cried out, faying. If thou let this man- 
go, thois -art not Cefars friend: whofoever maketk 
kiwfilf a king, f^eakcth agatn/l Cc/ar.^ — And the 
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Evangclifts note that it was this faying that detow 
mined Pilate to give judgmem in the cale« 

That this was the matter for Which Jefus Chrift 
was condemned to the crofs is evident from faii 
written accufation, which, ac ord ng to the Roman 
caftom, in cafes of capital punifhment, was fu& 
pended over the fufierer, and th refore called a 
-iupcrfcription, and which was thi5 — TAe ling ^ 
the Jtws. And, doubtlefs, the truth for which Jc* 
fus Chrift' bled upon the crofs is fimply the goU 
pel. This is *' that thing " that dt^iTiS thing, con- 
ieiled by Peter, in two words,* Luke ix. ao, 21- 
as it was revealed to him in the words and works 
of Jefusy which he fpake and wrought from the 
Father, and for which this difciple^ Peter^ was 
pronounced hltjfti. 

Hence the Apoftle, in giving the gofpel cbar^^ 
io Timothy, which is the commandment given to 
every minifter of Jefus, fays I givt thct charge in 
thejiglu 0/ God, who qvickcneth allthingt^ and Im* 
fore Jefus Chrijl, wko^ before Pontius Pilate, wiU 
neffed a good confcjfion; that thou keep this cotn- 
m. ndment wiihmt fpot^ unrebukable^ u^til dn ap-> 
pearixig of our Lord Jefus Chrift ; which in his 
times he Jhall fhew, who is the bltffed and only p^ 
itntatt, the King of kings ^ and Lord of lords . 
Here, then, the folemn charge of the minifter rf 
God is laid down in the very article which Chrift, 
as a witncfs to the tmth, confeffed before Pontiu* 
Pilac€| and which in a hiture day, called Ail ^iioev 

• The Chrift of GoA- 



Digitized by 



Googk 



' is^ P Jt £ F A C £. 

he will ffiew^ irt the a^ual exbiiKtioii. AikJ, furrfy^ 
this commandment, fb given in charge to tte mm* 
^ ifters of Jefus, i« the gofpel merely. 

It is evident that good dtfcourfes may be made 
^pon the fubje6lsof religion, virtue and morality; 
particularly, upon the divine perfeftions, hktnan 
depravity, the decrees of God, dependctice upon 
divtne influences, the nature of exercifes, the 0iort- 
nefs of time, vanity of the world, moral obliga- 
tions, fiibmiflion. to adverfe difpenf.itions, and a 
•future ftate of rew*ards and puniihments, and nu- 
merous other feriou5 fubjefls, without embracing 
the gofpel. The Greeks and other improved na- 
tions, poffeff d many very valuable in ftruftions 
of this nature,. long before the gofpel came among 
them. I fay that excellent difcourfes may he 
made upon thefe and fuch like important fubjefts; 
and that kingdom and glory which lies at the foun* 
dation of the doclrine of* Chrift, and Which will 
foon bo revealed, to crown the whole divine exhi- 
bition, be left out of view ; and they may be very 
ufeful, provided they be not fubftituted for the 
gofpel But this is another thing; the gofpel is 
diftinfilly the king's matter* as really a matter of 
Jiate^ 2i% was the fubjeft of the conteft between 
the Hoiife of Saul and the Houfe of David, 

I mean not, however, to admit that it is proper 
for a minifter of Chrift, in any difcourfe, to leave 
the great lubjeft of his embaflage oiit of prominent 
view : Paul could not do this. It miy be hoped 
that) in this dark day, the lamentable filence which 

• Pfalm Ut» u 
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^reVkils refpe^ng the teftimpny of Jefils, in fome 
inftanceSy i$ to be imputed to mere mi (lake and 
ignorance o| what i$ truth;, and this is bad enough^ 
$|iat men Ifaould run and npt be fent ; that they 
ihould take upon them the infinite refponfibility of 
this miniflry, without knowing what is their com-r 
if^ij^on and charge. But it is greatly to be feared 
fhat, in moft inftances, the latent c^ufe of the evil 
is that moft malignant one which blinded the 
Jews, and niade their elders and chief priefts, 
whilft fitting in Mofes' feat, and holding the law 
and the prophets in the higheft veneration, pro- 
nounce the glorious truth of Jefus Chrift's king- 
dom', btafphcmy i of which truth Mofes afid the 
prophets hfid fo clearly written* 

Alas! Hoi^ is it^ that men who are charged 
with this comniandmept, to keep it pure, under 
the fplemntty of ^ cpnfecrating yow, ihould preach 
if^hole yeafs about ;the gofpel, and never fo di- 
ftindly as tf} be underftood, preach the gofpet 
itfelf ? Ai;id alfo write volume* of truths, and 
fcarcely give one broad hint of ^Af inUh* 

But. notwithftanding this apparent mi(lak« 
of the moral chatader of th6 divine principle fot 
the principle itfelf; or, to fay the leaft, notwith« 
fttoding the great obfciirity, refpefting the height^ 
and depth, and length, and breadth qf the divine 
foundation; the ihany clear philofophical de« 
monllrations of truth, from the propofed founda- 
tion, in the works particulady referred to, afford 
convincing evidence that there exills in the divine 
fyftem, fome one difcoverable principle, which 
conftitutes and governs the whole, as reallj 
iflEd demonfirably as the pov^er called attra£liQii 
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and repulfion is fuppofed to conftitute and gdi 
vem the fyftem of nature. It is evident that thefe 
authors wrote under fuch an impreffion, otherwife 
they would not have attempted to philoibpbize 
upon thefe fubjcfts. The attention once paid t& 
the vortices, as abfurd as the attempt to found the 
fyftem upon that doftrine, appears to us, was oC 
greiit importance. The ingenious writings upott 
vortices, kd naturally to the difcovcry of the true 
operations of the fyftem; and, in the fame direc- 
tion, our late reafbnings upon benevolenec, may 
lead to the ultimate of sdl otir inquiries. * 

Bemg very familiar with thefe worts frOMr 
my childhood, they undoubtedly had an inftiqncQ 
in impreffing my mind witb the belief of the ex-' 
iftence of fucb a divine principle. — But it waS" 
the difcovcry of the hannony aad analogy of alf 
God's works; and, above all, the declarations \xk 
the fcriptures, of the exiftefice of a pattern of di-* 
vine Ihings, which was fliewed Mofes in^ the 
Mountj and which, if we will do the truth, wer 
are exprefsly required to refpeflk— -that led me 
fully to this conclufionr 

And if there be a difcoverable firfl princij^e^ 
in the divine fyftem, which is the exaQ: type o» 
pattern of the whple-, and which, ki one view, op- 
ens a vaft eternity, and- difcovers the end of the- 
works-of God from the beginning, no argistments 
are necelTary to (hew the importanteof makiif^g the 
difcovcry —of clcatly denning the objcQJ, and of 
eftablifhing the belief of it in th^ human mind. — • 
It is obvious that fuch an acquifidoa muft have^ 
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]&e fame' hfippf influence in unfolding the dtvint 
fyftem— ^in fettling difputes in divinity, and in har- 
monizing our views of thefe fubjeds, that the diC- 
l^very of the rational operation of nature has had 
in elucidating her various phenomena, and render- 
ing our views of thofe fubjefls intelligent and har- 
monious.^-^ And the one, as to importance, is as 
much to be preferred to the other, as divine and 
eternal things are to be preferred to a corruptible 
peri/hing worldi 

• But, though I had formed the conclufiofi, 
that there did exift fuch an all-conftituting — all- 
governing divine principle, and that it was difco- 
verablc; ftill the queftion remained. What is it? 
and, what is its theory ? I had ever been taught, 
aad had eonfided in the opinion, that, though the 
diviije Being was difcoverable, yet the mode of the 
divine exiftence was undifcoverable ; and that, tho* 
a trinity, in the godhead muft be believed upon 
the divine teftimony, yet no explanation of the 
.4o£lrine could be given; and I h^d been fo often 
and fevercly rallied by my wife and greatly eftcem- 
ed inftruftors, for alking the why's and the how's 
of things, that I had nearly concluded the quef- 
tion to be foolilh; but ftill the thought would of. 
teu occur to my mind,— ^*' Do 1, or can I con- 
" ceive of any exiftence of which I do not con- 
** ceive fome mode, trueorfalfe?" But I was con- 
fcious of the exiftence of a d*vine Being; this put 
me at length upon exploring and analizing my 
own mind, and committing to words, to my felf ac- 
curately defined, what, and what only, I dii ror- 
ceivc of a divine Being; the refult of which lab->r* 
to uxy own mind, has been Catisfafilory. 
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I would not, however, be underft<K)d tdftip^^ 
pofe, that this divine principle has, till now, been '>■ 
undifcovered; on the contrary, I obferve, it ha4? 
been as vifilbe as the fun in the firmament, and 
has ever been acknowledged by all believers in di^ 
vine revelation to be a fundamental principle — ^ 
Writers of bodies of divinity, and other large 
works, have ufually taken their departure from it;* 
and we have commonly heard it remarkably ex- 
prefled, though not fo much of late, in the intro* 
duftion of the prayers and other religious exercif- 
cs of God's people, viz. That which ' was domu^in 
Chrift Jefus, for the redemption of the world,' t;i[ 
the early age of eternity. , » - 

It is the ufe ^nd all comprehenlive appUca-P 
tion of a known principle on which we have fir- . 
ed our attention; and, indeed, this is the ptoper 
fubjeft of all philofophy, natural, moral, or di- 
vine ; and in this fphere men have made their mofl: 
valuable difcoverics.— The attraftivc power of ele* 
mentary fubftances is no new discovery; it muft 
have been obferved by eyery intelligent man on 
earth; the rational, exaQ;, and extenfive ilifluence 
of this power, or, what may be called its theory, 
conftitute the difcoveries of Newton.* * * 



* Mr. Newton having difcovcred n theory in the natural 
World, and that all things were under one government or law* 
there /lopped ; acknovi'Iedging a Di*vine IVill that contrOui-^ 
cd the whole ; but he did hot difcovcr that the divine will 
itfelf prclented a theory, of wh'ch the heaven and the ea^h 
are the exaft copy or fecondary Operation ; confc<|uendy his" 
natural theory is impcrfe^i, /. e. he does not by theory fuUy 
explain the phenomena of nature— he theori2es the movements 

of the fpheres, &c. but he does not theorize thdir cxiftence, •? 

. ^ . . , . .... cv 
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tfor-wouki we be underftood to entertain a 
|Mtifpe£l that difcoveries and demonftratiims of 
ifuth will be made, which will lead to univerlal 



how they Tirere put in motton — be coold not by theory, er- 
glain Noah's flood, the futurfe diflblution of ihe world, or hov 
it muft ^xift wiFcer the conflagration. He went, however, as 
fiir, perhaps, as it was poffible to go, without difcovering th^ 
^ivioe theory ; for. as the natural world depends abfolatcTy on 
the divine will ; the divine will, in reality, is nature's law $ 
and it is evident, that nature's law muflW difcovered and rx- 
flaineJ, m order to explaia fully the fyftem of nature. 

In fome theological writings, Mr. Newton difcovcrs that 
he apprehended this defe£l in his fyflem ; and, in treating of 
tlie d«iilrineof1he Trinity, particularly of the Father and the 
Son, it is apparent, that he was led to fuppofe fomething ex* 
iftedin that relation, which was neceflary to be unfolded, in 
drder to complete the great objedl of hfs rcfearchcs ; but in- 
fiead of taking up the divine will as being conftituted eifen* 
tialiy, of dirtinA parts in union, and therefore offering the 
ground of a theory in itfelf, he underftood it to be fimple, or 
vrithout parti ; and, fo nnderdood, it was incapabie of beinf^ 
aground from whi^h he could racionate the exigence and 
ijate of the worlds, and open to the bottom, nature and her 
law. And therefore, ' in this attempt, inftead of gaining, ho 
loll ground. 

' Mr. Newton difcovered nature — attraction and repulHon 
!i nature herfelf : — It is certainly an efFcd,.or fecondary op- 
^'ratioD^; aad, when we come to the fecondary bperation, we 
j^d it manifold. 

The late learned James Tyiler, read in manufcript the 
flrft p^rt of this theory ; and, in the margin, made in this con- 
nedion the following remark. '* Perhaps, on ftri£l examina- 
•' tion, it may be found, that fome other fecondary operation 
•* may claim high prerogatives in nature's family. The cx- 
V tendve modes of operation, afcribed to the ele^lrical fluid » 
*• may be feen defcribed in the Encyclopedia Britannica, under 
** the articles elcClricity, attrAd^ion, atmofphere, aftronomy, 
*^ ch^miilry, deluge, cohefion, Are, flame, heat^ cold, aurora 
*/ borealis, earthqiialce, lightning, meteorology, &c. Eiedri- 
•* cians have considered this fluid as the chief fecondary agent 
'* in producing all the phenomena of nature. And at prefent 
** this appears to be the prevailing dodrine of natural philefo^ 
** phy. See a (hort abftradl of ihefe opinions in Walker'a 
" fyi^em ef geography, lately pubiifhcd." 
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ooiivi£liott; the mod palpable fa£)s in nafadfe, aocT 
the BK>ft (cafy to be underftood, have beea doubte4 
and denied; tbiere cxifts in tjie world a criminal inr 
fidelity-r-^the prejudices of men are harder to hm 
T^mQved than mountaim, and their di^qlinatioa^ 
to thinking is a difficulty (lill more infurnioturta* 
}^le.^ — And^ believing that a principle of fuch alU 
powerful tScQ, dons exifl:^ and that we have fix64 
upon the truth, ftill we fhall not impute all re- 
maining doubt and difpute rpfpefting this work to 
linbeUef, prejudice and floth; for, ^fter all, in th^ 
prefent (late, we (hall know but ii} part, and fee 
darkly ^ the principle of knowledge will be bujK 
partly defcribed, and its application fometimeswiU 
be obfeure, if not miftaken. — srln making ufe q£^ 
thoufand cafes in the works and providence of God 
to illuftrate the truth of our theory^ and in i|p« 
plying numberlefs texts of fcripture, no profpe£| 
}S entertained that a cafe will not fqmetimes b^ 
miftaken, and a text be mifapplied. 

But this imperfeflion of all hum^n xniod^* 
and works, in i^any cafes produce groundle& 
doubts^ difputes and difbclief ; for, if the* impeF-r 
felons of oar fenfes and performances afford juft 
ground to difcredit faQ:s, we are incapable of knov^-f 
ledge; and, in the prefent cafe, we appeal tofa£l$j 
/aSs which, we prefume, all men are in fome dcr 
greeconfcious of, however imperfeftly they may be 
difcovered or defcribed ; and it cannot be denied, 
that the. body of the evidence adduced in fupport 
of the theory, is of the fame nature, and i^ drawa 
from the fanic fources; and, indeed, is the very 
Itme evidence which has principally fuppqrted the 
caufe of Chriftianitv in the worlds 
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« As to die foarm of this woA, I am (enfibtt 
iiM one move fyllogiftical would tuiTe been bettef 
tdaplad to the habits of fome improved tmncU) 
but my ftudy has been to mai:e it eaffr to themoft 
icoitteon iHsderftandingy and therefore I have di* 
Vi^bd it iiuo numerous (hort feQions, eaeh illuf<» 
trating, agreeably to the theory, fomc one efta- 
Uid^ed faS or dodrine of the creation, providence^ 
or tevehtion of God* This refpe£l has been paid 
to (Ms itate of the human mind, not only as it i^ 
the moft common, but alfo as it will ever have the 
moft weight and decifion in forming a judgment^ 
Arid I have endeavored to nfake the argument to 
confift of the (imple hQ,s; for it muft beacknow« 
ledgedi that an argument by way of inference from 
h&s, however clear, cannot be To clear and con<» 
vincing as the internal evidence, or the difcoveiy 
^rf* the truth in the fafts themfelves. 

The moft material points of the theory I had 
obfcrved and arranged before entering into the mi- 
niftiy, andtbey were advanced in my firft fermons} 
but fuch difficulties appeared in the way of their 
coming to the public through my hands, that, till 
lately, it has not been remotely contemplated, and 
therefore no proviiion had been made for its being 
done ; and, at prefent, the flerukreft natural con* 
ftitutfon, and daily growing weaknefies, and the 
pafforal charge of a large people, leave no prof- 
pcQ; of my fintftiing the worki All I am encour- 
aged I Ihall be able to oflFcr, is a compend of the 
divine theory,* a ftatement of the principle, and a 

* Some reniarkable changes in the circomdaaces of thf 
foihor, which took place foon after fetclRg about this workj 
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brief ftatemeiit of fomc leading known fafls in the 
creation, in order to iliuilrate it, and (hew how it 
theorizes in the works of God. — What fethains of 
the work more than this mull be lefc to othef 
hsinds, and them God will provide.- — Tht Lx)rd 
gave the word; great was the company 0/ thofe that 
pubiijhed it. 

bis being difmUred from hjs charge, aird/ in Tome meaAirdr 
gaiping his health by trayeUing, enabled him very con fideraw 
biy to enlarge his plan ; but the fame ^eihg accompanied 
with oppoiitions from various quarters; threw dircouragementlB 
in the way» and retarded the publication $ and, at laft, he 
coniider^ the objed very imperfedly accomplifhed. 

Salem, (Massachusetts,) 
November, a* d. 1798. 
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INTRODUCTION, 

STATING AND DEFINING 



THE 



DIVINE PRINCIPLE. 



STATfiMENT. 

i. nPHE diviiie principle, which may be fta- 
^ ted and defined, muft be the difcover- 
able divine Being. — Ho ofFei; a difculfion of 
what is undifcoverable would be abfurd. No 
ftatenient or definition can be rationally giv* 
en of the invifibility of God. It muft, there- 
fore, be underjlood (for no more can be ra- 
tionally meant) that our principle is merely 
the viubility of God, or the principle of di- 
vine knowledge. 

2. As to the invifibility of God we make 
no enquiry. For as this bears no letters or 
charafters, to angels and to men, both in 
time and eternity, it muft be equally un- 
known. But there is a legible divine cnarac- 
ter — an alphabet which may be read and un* 
derftood. This belongs to us. Here is an Al- 
pha with which we may begin, and an Ome- 
ga with which we mull end. And what is 
offered to us in this lettered name, we are 

D 
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warranted to call the divine Being, God him-' 
felf — / am Alpha and Omega — faith the Al- 
mighty. 

3. The principle of divine knowledge 
then, or difcoverable divine Being, is his 
purpofe Or will; in which pufpole is in- 
cluaed the idea of a6lion, for purpofing and 
doing cannot be two things with God ; far- 
ther than his purpofe, or voluntary aflion, 
nothing is or can be known of God; and, 
indeed, relative to light and knowledge no- 
thing farther than this exifls. — Our enquiry 
concerning the divine Being will go no far- 
ther than, as according to the ancient He-. 
brevvifm, God is his own workmanjhip. 

4. In a {tn^t unlimited, God is invifible, 
and his works are unfearchable ; for as no ap- 
proach has been made, nor ever will be made 
to the difcovery of God, farther than his pur- 
pofe, fo neither is, or will there be made any 
drfcovery of his works farther than their ftate 
or difpoiition, which anfwers to his purpofe; 
and every attempt or defire to know more of 
God than his counfel or decree is fruitlefs 
and criminal.— But the purpofe or will of 
God is difcoverable, and is the fubjefl of all 
divine maniiellation, and all rational enquiry 
and refleftion. — This is the true godhead — » 
the intelleftual fun, or principle of divine re- 
\*elation and knowledge. — It h eternal life ^ 
the foul-fatisfying obje6t of the wife in heart. 
Tlie man, who, through defire of this, hav- 
ing f^par at ed himjelf\ lindeth treafurcs; but 
be who defireth^and feekcth it not, wrong- 
eth his own foul. 
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^ Definition* 

1. The divine principle or purpofe, ftated 
to be the vifibility of God, is a matter of faft, 
and exifts in voluntary a^ion. — If the pur- 
pofe or will of God be not a faft, and found 
m voluntary aftion, it is all unknown, and 
has been miftaken for the principle of know- 
ledge 2 for it is certain that our fphere of 
knowledge does not extend in the lead be- 
yond matters of fa6l. This particular of the 
definition of the divine principle, with thofe 
alfo following, will be fupported by the whole 
illuftration of the theory. 

2. The divine purpofe or will is the fub* 
jeft of all the divine charaflers. — It is im- 
menfe, eternal, unchangeable, almight)r, fov- 
ereign, wife, holy, juft and good, — This has 
been univerfally acknowledged; and it will 
not be denied, that this is the only known 
fubje6l of thefe charafters. 

3. The divine principle or purpofe is of 
the nature of a covenant, or a matter of re- 
cord between parties. This has been acknow- 
ledged as fully, perhaps, as any doftrine of 
divine revelation, 

4. The divine purpofe or will bears the 
perfonal charafters, and exhibits voluntary 
agency. Being of the covenant nature, or a 
fafcl of record, the divine principle cannot 
be contemplated otherwife than in contem- 
plating intelligent agency, and the full excr* 
cife of the perfonal capaciiics. 

5. The divine principle or purpofe pre- 
feat* a trinity, and it cannot be conceived of 
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otherwife than in conceiving of a trinity. It 
is fo far from being true, that it is hard to 
conceive of a trinity in the godhead, that no 
conception can be formed ot the eternal truth 
offered in the purpofe of God, and a trinity 
not to be contemplated, and with the faoie, 
dearnefs of light. 

The difficulty in the minds of men of 
difcovering the Holy Trinity, is nothing 
more or lefs than the difficulty of difcover- 
ing the truth in a falfe principle. But, Jet the 
true principle be difcovercd and the trinity 
cannot be hid, for it belongs to the body of 
the godhead, and is infeparable from the dif- 
covery of the Divine Being, and is the light 
itfelf. With the men of Athens we may know 
merely that there is a God, but without the 
knowledge of the divine will, which, in its 
nature prefents rieceffarily a trinity of per-' 
fons, we, like them, know not what God is. 

Whatever darkncfs there be in our minds 
concerning the Trinity, there miift neceffari- 
ly be the lame concerning the whole purpofe 
of God ; and we can no farther conceive of 
the divine principle than we conceive of a 
trinity. In a covenant there is a covenanter^ 
one who makes the covenant; ^covenantee, 
one brought into the covenant; and a mu- f 
tn ii\. inter eji contrafled for. And, in the pur- 
pofe of God each of thefebear all the divine 
and perfonal chara6^er?, which it will be a 
part of this work clearly to illuftrate. 

In this place it will not be expefted that 
we clear the fubjeft, but only that we ftate 
and define the principle of divine knowledge. 
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And when an iH^ft^ation of this principle is 
fpokcn of in the work before us, it Qiould 
ijot be underftood to mean that there is any 
obfcurity in the fubjeftitfelf. This is as luro- 
inous as the body of heaven; but that there 
is a neceflity of difpelHng, by particul2^^ ap« 
plication of the true principle, the otherwife 
impenetrable darknefs of falfe principles, fo 
that if any man have eyes to fee he may fee. 

The arduous tafk before us is not fo much 
to form as to throw away notions* The 
opinion that the Trinity is not fo eflentially 
the principle of revelation, but isfomething 
of God, more diftant, nryfterious, and ob- 
fcure, in its nature, diftin^ from that divine 
body of light which, Hke the natural fun, 
fhines with one indivifibie blaze, is the moft 
^regious and fatal error, and never could 
have exifted and been propagated, had not 
fome men allowed themfelves to talk and 
write of the Divine Being with their eyes (hut, 
and others (hut their eyes in order to follow 
them, 

6. The divine principle or purpofe is (me\ 
and though ' it confifts of certain diftin6t 
parts ; yet it is apparent, when the fubjeft is 
in view, that a fa6l of fuch a nature cannot 
exift without fuch parts being united toge- 
ther; and that the parts and the whole have 
a neceffary dependance on each other. The 
diverfity and unity pi the will of God is an 
acknowledged truth — that there are divifi- 
ons in the word or will of God is well un- 
derftood. 2 Tim. ii. 15. Whilft the divine 
chara£lers it fuftains, imrpenfity, eternity. 
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Sec. fully demonftrate its unity, Thefe cha* 
rafters can belong only to one principle. 

The definition of the divine principle, asi 
being ah aftion or operation, requires a more 
particular ftatement: — 

1. Though with deference to the human 
mind, ever habituated to make the diftrnc* 
tion, and the common ufe of words ; and 
alfo on account of the nature of the fubjeft, 
it is requifite to ftate the divine principle 
both as a purpofe and a work. It muil ilill 
be remembered that the divine operation is , 
cfTentially one with the divine purpofe.; that 
it is contained in the definition given of the 
fubjeft; and that no true definition can be 
given of the purpofe of God, which does 
not contain the primary operation; for it is 
moft evident that, in God, willing and doing 
are infeparable. 

2. The works of God are manifold ; where* 
ever we look, we behold operation fucceed* 
ing operation in numberlels progreflions ; 
but they who attentively confiaer the works 
of God, obferve one firft operation through 
which all others proceed. This, in the di* 
vine fyftem, is the fubjeft which we are at* 
tempting to ftate and define. 

3. As thfe thoufands of fucceffive undula* 
tions of the earth or water, from a (hock or 
cxplofion, do all exift in the power of the 
fhock or explofion ; fo abfolutely does all the 
immenfity of the univcrfe exill in one divine 
operation. 

4. The firft divine operation being neces* 
farily comprized in the divine purpofe, in 
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like manner it muft be immenfe, eternal, and 
fuftainin^ all the divine charaders, and none 
but the divine. 

This is the grand principle called The 
Word of God, by which the worlds were 
framed ; and The Law, through which every 
operation, exifting through ages of ages, 
muft proceed, until the pro^mon of divine 
operation, returning as a circle and uniting 
in the principle, that fhall be all in all.— 
The notion of an endlefs progreffion is a 
chimera — there is nothing in nature to fup* 
port it. We know that whatever proffrefles 
moves in a circle, and muft return ana finaU 
ly terminate. 



PROOFS IN SUPPORT OF THE STATEMEN*, 

The foregoing ftatement of the divine 
principle, takes a ground the moft univer* 
ially acknowledged, viz. That the holy 
compaft, commonly called the Covenant of 
Redemption, is of ^^(?rna/exiftence ; and as 
this faft is the grand principle in the divine 
fyftem, the knowledge of it is brought for- 
ward in every beam of divine light that 
(hineth in the world. For inftance : 

1. The very name of God, v/hich doubtlefs 
imports his eternal godhead, is evidently 
expreffi ve of this truth. The Hebrew word 
God, Alei7}i or Elohim, may be interpreted, 
tkcfzjHarars, or the covenoJiters, or (mtraUors 
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by oath. If then this name be eternal, that 
coveiiant aft which gives it, muft be eternal. 
Mofes writes of the creation, In the begin 7 
rring God, ALeirw^ created the heaven and 
the earth. As therefore God bare this name 
at the creation of the worW, that fa6l from 
which it is taken muft have pre-exifted all 
time. 

2. The Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghojig 
we underftand to be an eternal name of the 
Lord oUr God : but it is demonftrable, thai: 
ihefe terms have their origin in this divine 
tranfaflion refpefling redemption; which 
covenant tranfaftion, therefore, muft be e- 
qually eternal with this name of our Lord 
Jehovah. 

3. Holinefs may well be confidered tlie 
eternal attribute of God; but holinefs relates 
to a confecration. In the ftrifl fcnfe of the 
word^ to be holy is to be fet apart ; and it is to 
this divine tranfadlion which, in its nature^ 
is a confecration — that we trace, as to its 
origin, 6very thing that is properly expreffed 
or underftood, by a term of this import as 
applied to God. That a6lion, therefore, 
in which God took upon him the vow of 
holinefs, muft be eternal. 

4. This is the record^ that God hath giveri 
to u? eternal life; and this life is in his Sort. 
1 John V. 11. And it is further declared, 
as in 2 Tim. i. g. that this grace was given 
us in Chrijt Jefus, before the world began. — 
A gift is a transfer of fome property ; it is a 
real deed. The mere purpofe to give, is not 
giving or beftovving a gift ; but God gave us 
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Eternal life before the world was. This was 
done in that covenant tranfaftion under con- 
fideration. It appears, therefore, from the 
gofpel record, that there has exifted a tranf- 
aftion which is of the nature of a contraft 
between parties, refpefting fome great inte- 
reft, wherein their obligations are foleranly 
confirmed arid left on record ; and that this 
dne real foEt bears the eternal date. 

5. It is faid in the Scriptures, and often 
repeated, that our Lord was made an High 
Prieft. His Priefthood then, is a matter of 
lli6t ; for fuch we confider every thing which 
is made or done. But it is alfo faid, that 
this was done after the power of an endlefs 
life. Heb. vii. 16. The levitical priefthood 
was made after the law of a darnal command^ 
ftient. In both cafes, the law arid the prieft- 
hood are joined and fubfift together, bear 
dat6 and run parallel with each other.— 
The temporal law has a priefthood anfwer- 
able toits nature — the eternal law alfo, has 
one anfwerable to its nature. As, therefore, 
the priefthood of Aaron, according to the 
nature of its law, which was carnal, muft 
liaVe begun and ended in time ; fo likewife, 
the priefthood of Chrift, according to the 
power of an endlefs life, which is life and 
immortality, muft be from eternity to eterni- 
ty. Such was the reafoning of the apoftle 
upon this very point, and demonftrates that 
the priefthood which has the power of an 
endlefs life, i. e. the life of God, for its law, 
muft be co-exiftent with that life ; and, like 
God himfelfi have no beginning of days. 

E 
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6. The word Ckrifi^ relates to the a£l of 
inauguration, or the ordaining or fetting up 
of one, as the head of a body. It fignifies ove 
anointed, as the priefts and kings of Ifrae! 
were ordained or fct up in thele relations, 
over the peQple, by the tranfaftion of anoint- 
ing them with oih Such a tranfadion is a 
re^^l fa6i, and capable of beii>g explored and 
nnderftood in all its parts. And this word 
Ipads us alfo to the fame eternal principle, 
which is the fubjeft before us ; for Chrift, the. 
anointed one of God, is faid to be the begin^ 
ning^j Cot. i. 18. And, faith Wifdom, I 
was fet vfi, or ordained, from everlafling^ 
from the beginning, or ever the earth was. 

From the above, and fuch like reafons, we 
have thegreateft certainty, that a fa£lof thise- 
ternal nature does exift; and as there appeals 
a fufficient warrant for taking this anointing 
or fetting up of Chrift for our principle, -or 
the bafis of the divine fyflem, w^e begin, 
therefore, with Chrift — he is our alpha, ihe 
firft, the beginning. Tracing ike dodrine of 
Chrifi to this aft of inauguration before the 
woi;^d was, we come up to the higheft point 
of the univerfe, into which every line of di. 
vine truth runs and terminates ; or, at leaft^' 
if all truth does not terminate here, we pre- 
fumethi.s is certain, that at this point termi- 
nates our capacity of tracing out and of com- 
ing to the knowkdge of any thing whatever. 
And as belore this, nothing has exiiled \xx 

• This word in Latin h privcipium ; from whence is the 
word Principle; zv^^ that ndl which conflituied a beginning,- . 
may, with propriety, bctermed the principle. 
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faft, we may neither form to burfelves ati^ 
conceptions, nor make ufe of any terms as 
denoting the exiftcnce of fome things ante- 
cedent to this €ternal beginning ; for fuch 
conceptions muftbe miere imaginations, and 
fuch terms all idle. 

A fyftem implies harmony, and muft con- 
fift of parts. To begin a fyftem therefore, 
wpon the Unitarian principle, of one fome- 
ihing, called by whatever name, fuppofed to 
^xift alone, without parts or harmony, or any 
thing which conftitutes fuch a fubjefl, is to 
begin before the beginning, and is an abfur- 
dity in the idea of lyftem. Thofe profeffcd 
Trinitarians, alfo, who begin their fyllem 
upon the principle of three fomethings, or a 
certain fomdhing which, inconceivably, of- 
fers three, arbitrarily called perfons, and 
who, in their effential exiftcnce, are fuppo- 
fed to be juft alike, and to bear no diltin- 
guilhing chara^ers, fuch as are imported by 
the pamesof Father, Son and Holy Gholl; 
and, therefore, exifting without any thing 
which conftitutes . the idea of method and 
fyftem ; they, we fay, in like manner, begia 
before the alpha; and they arc involved in 
the fame, or, if poflible, in a worfe abfurdity 
than the Unitarians, and are net worthy of 
the name of divines. 

Whatever is fairly chara^lered may be 
read — all 1 propofe in the theory, is to ftudy 
the divine alphabet. 1 his, by the grace of 
God, we may learn — we may begin at A and 
read down ; and. taking this ground of the 
i)peu field of divinity, opcued from eternity 
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to eternity in the doftirinc of Jefus Chrift 
and him crucified, we may be employed ii» 
a fludy worthy either of chriftian fcholars of 
of angelic mailers. 

That fo many men of talent and influence 
jDiould be ferioufly employed in preaching 
things which, they confeft, arc in their na- 
ture inconceiveable, is truly lanientable. No 
wonder a trinity, to many, (hpuld appear ob- 
fcure and inexplicable, when it is fuppofed tq 
cxift in fomething unlettered, a perfeft enig- 
ma, wrapped up m a blank leaf, antecedent 
to page^r/? of the book of God's kingdom, 
taken and opened by the lion of the tribe of 
Judah^ and to the alpha of the dotlrine of 
Chrift; a inatter beyond the voluntary union 
of Father, Son and Holy Ghoft ; a certain 
fpmething beyond that almighty a(3: of fetting 
up the Lord Chrift, which, itfelf, engrofle^ 
eternity. This muft be obfcure indeed! 



?R00FS IN SUPPORT OF THE DEFINITION* 

From the fubjeft jjnder confidefation, the 
old chriftian article of eternal generation; 
though of late ft has been much exploded, 
and hy Tome called eternal nonfenfe, is yet 
maintained, and appears agreeable to found 
doftrine, and is indifpenfably an article of the 
chriftian faith. And it appears from our de- 
finition, that fuch a thing is in no wife obfcure 
and inexplicable, but, on the contrary, that 
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^ is held forth clearly in the moft manifeft 
and undeniable fafts, relative to the know- 
ledge of God the Father, and of our Lord 
Jefus Ch rift. —To difcover this truth, it is 
only peceffary to attend carefully to the im^ 
port of the ternjs Father and Son. 

The word Father^ as applied to God, and 
to abftrafted in fenfe from every thing of a 
bodily nature, refpefjts merely what belongs 
^o the will, and imports two things, 

1. That command and government which 
jis neceffary to form the obedient JiLial cha- 
rafter. 

2. That favor qqd bleffing, which is the 
proper reward of filial obedience. 

The word Son juft anfwers in fenfe to that 
of Father, and imports, fimply, a mind or 
will, as the fubjeftof fuchauthority,^t>/^/72^ 
i^his cheer Jul obedience; and, as the objefi of 
jTuch pleafure, enjoying this blejfed reward. 

Thefc terms, like many others, are ufed 
commonly, and, doubtlefs, fpmetimes in the 
fcriptures, in a variety of fenfes ; but the fenfe 
here given, relativ^e tp the will, is ever to 
be confidered their higheft and moft com- 
manding fenfe, both in the fcriptures and in 
common converfation. — As when a man nc- 
glefls'his offspring, and appears to be defti- 
tute of a parental difpofition ; takes no heed 
either to govern, educate, or makeprovifion 
to fet them up in the world; we lay, he is 
not a father, but a brute. — Alfo, when we fee 
a child obftinateiy rebellious and prodigal, 
irefifting parental authority, or rudely wafting 
his patrimony ; we fay, he is not a Ion, but a 
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monfter. — On the other hand, a man ^hb 
takes a child under his government and dif- 
cipline, and makes him his heir, thoUgh he 
be not his by blood, will be called the father 
of that child; and the child {hewing obediv 
cnce in fuch a relation, and receivmg in a 
proper manner his inheritance, will be called 
his Ion. And thus, in the fcriptures, Solomon 
faith. He that delicately bringeth up his fer- 
vant from a child, Jhall have him become his 
fon at length', and hence, the father in the 
parable of the prodigal, faith. This my fon 
was dead, and is alive again.-^And though 
God is the author of our bodies as really a$ 
of our minds, yet the Apoftle to the Hebrews, 
fpeaking of God as our Father, and of our 
highed obligations to him, on account of this 
high and commanding fenfe of the w6rd, he 
ufeS it dillinftly in relation to the will, as 
Mofes before had ufed the term God, Numb, 
xvi. 22. and, as it were, confines it to this 
fenfe, whilil: he exhorts us to ^^ infubjedioi 
unto the Father of Spirits. — This, by way of 
diitinftion, I Ihall term the voluntary fenfe. 

That relations, fuch as are above Hated, da 
fubfifl: between God the Father and our LorcJ 
Jefus Chrilt, no one will difpute; but thefe 
relations refult from the nature of our prin- 
ciple, which we have proved to be eternal. — ^ 
A covenant traafaclion always implies a duty 
itnpofed, and a compenfation proffered.— 
Tlie gift of eternal life, made to us in Chrill 
Jefas, as our furety or trudee, impofed upoil 
him an obligation no lefs than that of laymg 
down hii lac for us ; v/luHt, at the fauic Uiiic*^ 
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jt fct before him a reward no lefs than the 
inheritance of God, which is his people. — 
The aft of inaugaration alio, whilft it gave 
the anointed one the mod folemn charge, and 
laid him under the deepeft* obligations; at 
once it bellowed upon him the higheft re- 
ward, by fetting him up, and conitituting 
him the head of the church as his body. — In 
this fame aft the commander and rewarder 
was made a father, and him who was com- 
manded and rewarded was made a fon. And 
as this deed, which gives being to the relation 
of father and fon, and is therefore an aft of 
generation in the fenfe the word is now ufed^ 
exifted before the world was; the truth of 
ajn eternal generation is eflabliftied upon the 
ftrongeft grounds, being found in the nature 
of the diving principle. 

And what is there obfcure or peculiarly 
inexplicable in this doftrine? which matter 
is all comprifed in four fimple ideas relative 
to the will; and which are acknowledged, 
on all hamis, to exift in the blefled will of 
the Father, and of his Son Jefus Chrift, viz. 
parental command and parental favor; ac- 
quiefcence in fuch authority, and enjoyment 
of fuch blefling. — What can be named more 
within the Iphere of human knowledge than 
this? Ifpofiible, it is lefs obfcure than the 
txiftence of light and heat in the fun. 

That the Lord Jefus Chrifl: laid down his 
life in a way of obedience to the divine will, 
we have his exprefs declaration. John 2^ 
iS. This commandment have /received of im 
Father, This will of the Father, as it refpeft- 
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edthe unworthy and juftly condemtied crea- 
ture, is called grace, as in Heb. ii. 9. That 
he, by ih^ grace o/Gqd, (hould tafltc death 
for every man. But this grace was given us 
in Chri/i Jefus before the world was. Which' 
implies hi^ yielding confent and filial duty 
to the command; and, in effeft, his being a 
lamb jflain from the foundation of the world. 
So evident it is, that this charafter of pater- 
nity, and this of fonfhip, which is the fruit of 
it, have exifted together, in and v^ith God, 

from everlafting. And as to the other 

branch of the divine will, its exiftence, and 
that alfo from eternity, is as plainly exprefsr- 
ed by Wifdom, Pro. viii. ** I vfk^fetupfrom 
everlajling, from the beginning, dr ever the\ 
earth was. When there were lio depths, / 
was brought forth : when there were no fourth 
tains abounding with water. Before the moun^ 
tains were fettled; before the hills was I brought 
forth : While as yet he had not made the eattk^ 
nor the fields, nor the highejl part of the dufi 
of the world. When he prepared the heavens ^ 
I was there : when he fet a compafs upon the 
face of the depth : When he efiablifhed the clouds 
above: when he Jlrengthened the foundations 
of the deep : When he gave to thefea his de-^ 
cree, that the waters Jhould not pafs his com^ 
mandment : when he appointed the foundati* 
ons of the earth, Then I was by him, as one 
brought up with him ; and I was daily his 
delignt, rejoicing always before him/' — To 
which we may alfo add, the declarations of 
our Lord, that he \i2i^ glory with the Father 
before the world was : and that the Father 



Digitized by 



Google 



Introduction. 41 

foved him before tk£ foundation of the world. 
John xvii, — As therefore, the great idea of 
Jefus Chrift being the Son of the Father^ U 
this of his being brought forth^ or brought up^ 
in filial duty, and glorified in parental love; 
and as this was done from everlaUing, or 
before the world exifted ; his eternal gene* 
ration h indifputable. 

Rut to afcertain, clearly, the nature of the 
divine relation of Father and Son, is of fuch 
confequence to the knowledge of the chrift* 
ian fyftem, particularly, whether it is to be 
Understood, as we have taken it, in the vo- 
luntary fenfe ; that it may be proper, in this 
place, to offer fomc further confiderations 
ofthefubje6l. 

1. Our Lord commonly, if not always, in 
his doftrine, ufed the terms Father, Son, ^c. 
in this high fenfe; it was one of the pequli* 
arities of his manner of fpeaking, as in the 
following inftances : 

There came then his brethren^ and his mo-' 
thrr, and, Jlanding withaiU, fent unto him^ 
calling him. And the m%dtitudejat about him^ 
and tliey faid unto him. Behold, thy mother 
and thy brethren without feekfor thee. — And 
he anfwered them, faying. Who is my motJier, 
or my brethren? — And he looked round about 
on them which fat about him, and faid, Be- 
hold, my mother and my brethren. For who- 
foeverfhall do the will of God, the fame is niy 
brother, and my fifter, andmoihtr, Markiii. 
When he was found by his parents, fitting 
in ihe temple, hearing and converfing with 
the doftors ; his mother faid unto him, Son, 

F 
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why kafi thou thus^dealtxdth us? Biholi^tf^ 
father and I have fought thee forr owing. And 
he faid unto theniy How is ic that ye fought 
me? Wijlye not that I muji be about my Fa- 
ther's bujinefs? Luke ii.^ — In this reply he 
appears to {et afide the fenfe in which Mary 
had ufed the words fonand father: but that 
he conlidered them in the relation of par- 
ents, in his own fenfe of the word, it is im- 
mediately add^d, that he went down with 
them, ^nd cai)ae to Nazareth, and wasfub^ 
jed unto them. 

" I fpeak that which I have feen with my 
** Father; and ye do that which ye have feen 
*' with your father/' — ^They anfwered and faid 
unto him, Abraham is our father. Jefus faith 
unto them. If ye were Abraham^ s children, ye 
would do the works 4f Abraham. But now ye 
feek to kill me, a man. that hath told you the 
truth which 1 have heard of God ; this did 
not Abraham.— Ye do thedeedsof your father. 
Then faid they unto him, We be not born of 
fornication; we have one Father, even God^ 
Jefus faid unto them. If God were your fa- 
ther, ye would love me; for I proceeded forth, 
and came from God ; neither came I of my* 
felf, but he fent me.* — Why do ye not un- 
derftand my fpeech? even becaufe ye can- 
not hear my word. — Ye are of your father, 
the Devil, and the lufts of your father ye willt 

• In the original, the lad fenteace of this Terfe is etU 
dently explicaitve, the ^Greek gar,) for, which gives it this 
confti udion is omitted in the "tranflation : For I proceeded forth ^ 
and came from God ; for neither came I of my fc if hut the fat 
ftnt mt. 
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Xo. He was a murderer from the beginnings 
and abode not in the truths becaiife there is no 
truth in him. — ** When he fpeakcth a lie, he 
fpeaketh of his own; for he is a liar, and the 
father of it." John viii. — It may be obferved 
of this paffage, that the Jews underftood, or 
affefted to underftand tlie v^ordi father in a 
phyfical fenfe, as importing merely a natur- 
al relation ; or, if tney ufed it fpeaking of 
God, and called him their Father, they ftill 
would mean fomething befides an union of 
will as conftituting the relation. But, againft 
all their cavils, the Lord Jefus adhered to his 
voluntary fenfe, which gives this import of 
the word great authority. — It may alfo be 
obferved of this quotation, that our Lord 
blamed the Jews for not underjlanding his 
fpeech, and imputed it to a wrong temper, 
as well he might, for it certainly feems very* 
plain language. — But, upon the fuppofition 
that he called God his Father, and fpake of 
himfelf as proceeding forth from him, and be- 
ing his Son, in fome myfterious and inexpli- 
cable fenfe, how could they be blamed for 
not underltatiding his fpeech? or how was 
this evidence of a wicked difpofition? efpe- 
cially, as in the fame difcourfe, he applied 
the fame terms to them, moft indifputably, 
in the plain voluntary fenfe. 

Now there flood by the crofs of Jefus, hs 
mother, and his mother's fjler, Mary, the wife 
ef Cleophas,.and Mary Magdalene. When Je- 
fus, therefore, f aw his mother, and the difapU 
funding by, tuhom he loved, he faith unto his 
mother. Woman, behold thy Son, Thenfaitk 
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he to the difciple. Beheld thy mother. And 
from that hour that difciple took her to his 
own home. John xix. — Might not this tender 
inftance of the ufe of thefe terms make an 
impreffion upon the mind of this difciple, 
which led him fo remarkably to the fameuf^i 
ofthem, as we fliallprefently notice? A mul- 
titude of inftances of the fame manner might 
be pointed out, but. thofe above may efta- 
blifh the juftnefs of the remark, that JfcfuSi 
Chrift commonly ufed thefe relative term's^ 
in the voluntary fenfe, and that this was one 
of the peculiarities of his expreflion. Hence 
the Apoftle lays down this fentiment, that if 
we be not chaftifed, and brought up before 
God, a& in a way of obedience to parental, 
government, then are we bqftards and not Jons. 

2. A doftrine, in the common acceptation 
iOf the word, is a rule; it is fomething the 
nature of which may be opened, conceived 
of, and improved ; and fo capable of being 
applied to lome cafe as a rule. — If then, the 
divine union of Father and Son, as many 
have (uppofed, be a myftery, or a thing which, 
in its nature, is incapable of being opened 
and explained — a relation peculiar to the Di- 
vine Being, and, therefore, not in the leaft af- 
fording a rule or inftruftion in any of the re- 
lations of creatures; with what propriety is 
it confidered or called a doftrine? — How 
much this difficulty has been felt by many 
minds the moft (erious and humbly devoted 
to the truth of God, is well known. 

But our Lord brought forward this divine 
Illation as a do£lrine; he dwelt upon it — ii 
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vas the text of his ferrpons — the burthen of 
almofi: all his difcourfes ; and he difcovered 
the greateft earneftnefs, not merely that the 
trvM might be believed, but alfo that it might, 
be undemood* — It is evident that this mat- 
ter is laid down in ihe New Teftaipent as the 
great rule of the gofpel. The manner of St. 
John, particularly, throughout his Evange- 
lift and Epiftles, appear ftudied to make this 
impreflion. — Let the following paffages be 
obferved :. 

Jefus cried and/aid^ lie that believeth on • 
me^ bcUeveth not on me^ but on him that (ent 
m^»— And he that feeth me, feeih him that 
fent me, — / am came a light into the worlds 
that tshofoever believeth on mejhould not abide 
in darknefs. — And if any man hear my xjoords^ 
and believe not, Jjud^e him no!;; for I came 
not to judge the worla, but tofave the world.^ 
He that^rejeEleth and receiveth not my words^ 
hath one that judgeth him. — The word that I 
kaxje fpoken, the fame Jhall Judge him in the 
lajlday. — " Fori have not fpoken of myfclf; 
but the Father which fent me, he gave me a 
commandment, what I fliould fay, and what 
I (hould fpeaL And I know that his com- 
mandment Ls life cverlafling/' John xii. — By 
the union of Chrid with the Father expreffed 
here; hivS being fo one with the Father, that 
he thatbelieveih on him believeth on the Fa- 
ther, and he that feeth him feeth the Father; 
the triith of his Father's will being in him, is 
plainly intended, viz. that he was afting 
wholly by his commandment, and was imme- 
diately fpealiing his words; which will, com- 
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mandtnent, or words of the Father, given to 
us by Chrift, is our prefent rule, and an au- 
thority which, in the laft day, will judge the 
world, and decide the eternal ftate of all men. 
—In this paffa^e an explanation is direflJy 
offered of this divine union and onenefs, the 
fame, in other words, with that noticed in 
chap. viii. — For I have notfpoken ofmyfelf; 
hut the Father which fent me, he gave me a 
commandment, what I Jhouldfay, and what I 
Jhould fpeak. — It is not eafy to conceive of 
words being put together to communicate 
more precifely the idea of the union by pa-, 
rental authority and Jilial duty, than what 
lies before us in the whole paffage. 

If ye had known me, ye Jhould have known 
my Father alfo ; and from henceforth ye know 
him, and have feen him. -r-Philip faith unt(9 
him, Lord,Jhew us the Father, and itfufficetk 
us. Jefus faith unto him, Have I been fo long^ 
time with you, and yet hafi thou not known me^ 
Philip? He that hath feen me hath feen the 
Father ; and howfdyejl tliou then,Jhezo us the 
Father? Believejt thou not, that I am in the 
Father, and the Father in m/?-r-The words 
that I fpeak unto you, I fpeak not ofmyfelf, 
but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doth 
the works. John xiv. — Here again is an ap-t 
parent explanation of the union of Chrift 
and the Father, the fame for fubftance with 
thofe already noticed. — Shezo us the Father, 
fays Philip; He is anfwered: He that halh 
fttn me hath feen the Father, — ** The words 
'^ that I fpeaic unto you, I fpeak not of my- 
" felf, bat the Father that dwelleth in me, he 
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^' doth the works ;" both in word and deed» 
he expTcJJcd the will of the Father^ and waj 
thus nis ixprefs image. 

Had it not been aflerted, long and obfii^ 
nately afferted by many, that no true expla- 
nation is offered, or can be offered, of the di- 
vine union of Father and Son, I (hould have 
thought that it could not be denied, that our 
Lord meant to explain the fenfe in which the 
Father was in him, in his reply to Philip, as 
being all comprifed in the two ideas of his 
words, to which he was obedient, and the 
works of his power, which were expreffions 
of his glory; which explanation is fimply 
the truth of his generation, or of his bemg 
the Son of God, in the voluntary fenfe, 

" Abide in me, and I in you/' — As the 
branch cannot dear fruit ofitfelf except it a- 
bide in the vine; no more can ye ^ except ye a* 
bide in me. I am the vine, ye are the branch- 
es. He that abideth in me, and I in him, the 
fame bringeth forth much fruit; for without 
me y a can do nothing. — If any man abide not 
in me, he is cajt forth as a branch, and is wiih^ 
ered; and men gather them. And cajl them irt^ 
to the fire, and they are bittned^ — If ye abide 
in me, and my words abide in you, ye fhall 
ajk what ye will and it fhall be done unto you. 
— Herein is my lather glorified, that ye bear 
much fruit, fo fhall ye be my dijcipks. As the 
Father hath loved me, fo have I loved you : 
continue ye in my love. If ye keep my com- 
mandments, ye fhall abide m my love; even 
as I have kept my Father's commandments, 
and ^bide in his love, John xv. — It may be 
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remarked of this paffage, that the word to a- 
ifide, fo often ufed here to exptefs the union 
of believers' with Chrift, is the fame in thco- 
riginal which is ufed in ^A<?^//2r^lafl: quoted, to 
cxprefs his uniort with the Father, and tranf- 
lated to dwell, the Father that dwelleth in me* 
And not only is the fame word ufed, but the 
Comparifon and whole defcription reprefents 
the union to be in its nature the fame. — The 
Father's abiding or dwelling in Chrift is ex- 
plained of his Father's words^ &c. in like 
manner their abiding or dwelling in him, and 
he in them, is. explained o^his words; ** Ye 
" abide in me, and my words abide in you,-*-^ 
** As the Father hath loved me, fo have I lov- 
** ed you/' — If ye keep my commandments, ye 
Jliall abide in my love; even as I have kept my 
Falher^s commandments^ and abide in his love. 
Is this very obfcurc? But thefe are among 
the paflages which have been fet down as 
pointing to an inexplicable do6lrrne. 

And this is life eternal, that they might 
know thee the only true God, and Jefus Chrifl 
Tvhom thou hajt jent. John xvii. — Our Lord 
had faid, that his Father's " commandment 
*•' is life everlading;" and had often explain- 
ed this to be the truth intended by his dwell- 
ing in him. — This, emphatically he called 
his do6lrine. " My doftrine is not mine, but 
*' his that fent me. If^any man will do his 
will he fhall know of the doElrine, " whether 
" it be of God, or whether 1 fpeak of myfelf '* 
John vii. — That the Father had committed 
his word to him, th^ jfeme which he fpake, 
and which he fuid, J^biixii* fhould judge the 
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world in the lad day^ is afligned as the rea- 
fon " that all men (houW honor the Son, c- 
" ven as they honor the Father." John v,— 
And it is added, " Verily, verily, I fay untoyoUf 
He that heareth my word, and believeth on kim 
thai fent me, hath everlafting life." 

If this relation, as has been fuppofed, be 
in its nature peculiar to the Divine Beings 
how isit thus brought forward in connexion 
with our obedience, abiding in Chrift, keep* 
ing his words or commandments, and enjoy- 
ing bis love and bleflednefs, which is eternal 
life? — Taking the common hypothefes of 
myftery, all\% inexplicable; the difcourfes of 
our Lord, appear without connexion, peace- 
meal ; and his manner of fpee^ch broken, and 
very myfterious. In this track myftery crouds 
upon myftery, and the mind is enclofed with 
darknefs. — But, on the other hand, under- 
ftanding this divine principle in the volun- 
tary fenfe, we perceive at once that it is a 
doctrine, a rule or precept,' which lays the 
foundation of a blejfed fociety ; and that, in 
its nature, it is the eternal law of the gofpel 
kingdom. 

This word, or commandment, received 
from the Father, our Lord gave to his peo- 
ple, and they, receiving it, are faid to know 
the Father and Jefus Chrift; to be in the Fa- 
ther and Jefus Chrift; or, as it is fometimcs 
expreffed, to have the Father and the Son.— 
Whofoever tranfgrefleth, and abidcth not in 
the dodrine of Chrift, hath not God. — Ha 
thai abideth in the doSlrine of Chrijl, he hath 
both the Father and the Son. 2 Epift. John* 

G 
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•^— Afid this doftrine abiding or remaining \tt 
them, they are faid to continue in the Son and 
in the Father, i John ii« — This command- 
merit was given him, to fpcak to as, before 
the world exifted; and thus eternal life was 
given us in Chrift Jefus before the world 
was ; " and he that keepeth his commandments 
dwelleth in him, and he in him/' i John iii, 24* 
Hence it is faid, 1 John \.—^Onr hands have 
handled the word of life ; for the life was md- 
nifefiedy and toe havefeen it, and htarwitnefs^ 
and (hew unto you that eternal life which was 
zoith the Father i, and was manifefied unto us. 
2 hat which we havefeen and heard declare we 
unto you^ that ye alfo may have fellowfhip witk 
us; and truly our fellowfhip is with the Fa-^ 
ther, and roith Ms Son Jefus Chrifti 

The fcope of thisfirft epiftleof John may be 
comprifed in three particulars, viz. What this 
doftrine or commandment confifts in; that 
k was in the beginrfing from the Father to 
the Son ; and that, through him, it is given to* 
us.— This matter, together with its evidence, 
and a variety of plain inferences from the 
premifes, with /an exhortation to keep the 
commandment, or' to abide in the doftrine, 
and the reafons of his writing, which is all 
but the fame thing; this, I fay, appears to be 
all that is intended by this divine epiftle. — 
And this, indeed, is the fum of the gofpel; 
it is the faith which was once delivered x.o the 
faints; and it is declared with light and evi- 
dence fufficient to confirm our fouls, and 
make us perfed, ftablijhed.flrengthened, and 
fettled in the knowledge of him, whom to 
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l:now filially, or in a way of obedience, is life 
eternal. — Thtfe things have I written unt^ 
you that believe on the name of the Son of God; 
that yc may know that ye have eternal life, 
and that ye may believe on the name oj the 
Son of God. I John v. 

So amply this matter of the divine imion 
of Father and Son is laid down in the fcrip* 
4tures of truth, as the doElrine of God our Sa^ 
Diour, the grand rule of the gofpel, and eteV'- 
rial life. 

3. 1 (hall conclude thefc confiderations of 
the evidence, that the union of Father and 
Son, fo much infifted on in the New Tefta* 
ment, is of a voluntary nature, by fetting 
down two or three paffages of fcripture, with 
very little comment. 

If peak that which I have Jeen with my Fa- 
ther; and ye do that which ye have feen with 
your father. John viii. — ^It cannot be doubt- 
ed that the Devil is here called the Father of 
Sinners, on account of the union of will ; but 
there is fuch a clofe connexion between the 
two fentences, that it feems necetfary to nn- 
derftand, that God is called the Father of 
Chrift in the fame voluntary fenfe.—If in one 
verfe, framed together in the clofefi: manner, 
the fame wqrd be ufed in widely different fen- 
fcs, no certain idea is conveyed ; we can on- 
ly guefs at the meaning; and, in a diipute 
which feemed to hinge upon the meaning of 
the word, is it poliible that this teacher 
Ihould ufe the word Father in different fen- 
fes in one breath, and give his enemies fuca 
oc<:afion to fay, as they did, that his fjpeec t 
yvas unintelligible? 
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Whofoeverjhall confefs that Jefus is the Stm 
v/Godj God dwelleth m him, and he in God. 
And we have known and believed the love that 
God hath to ics.' — God is love, and he that 
dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and God 
in him, i John iv.-^This onenefs of God 
and believers is certainly an unity of will; 
but this is prccifely the language which Je« 
fus Chrift ufed to exprefs the unity, or one- 
nefs of himfelfand his Father. — And not on- 
ly the ftile, but the argument (hews that the 
union is the fame in its nature and principle. 
—This is the love of God, that we keep his 
commandments: this is believing, that Je- 
fus is the Chrift; and this is con/ effing him i 
But, as this commandment conftituted the 
eternal generation, and the ineffiably blcffed 
union of Father and Son; the following in- 
ferences are plain : — Who/oever believeth that 
Jefus is the Chriji is born of God; for the 
lame which conftituted him the Son of God, 
will alfo conftitute us children. — Every one 
that loveth is born of God; for the fame 
which gave the filial charafter to the firft- 
born, will give the chara£ler of fons to all 
who pofiefs it. — He that keepeth his command- 
ments dwelleth in him, and he in him. — Who* 
foever fhall confejs that Jefus is the Son of 
God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God. — • 
And he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, 
and God in him; for the fame which confti- 
tuted the Father and the Son one, will alfo 
conftitute God and the believer one. Under- 
ftanding this divine relation in the voluntary 
fenfe, ihefe inferences, and numberlefs others 



Digitized by 



Google 



Int&ODUCTIOH, fQ 

10 the New Teftament, appear to be drawn, 
in a dire£l line^ from one all-commanding 
pointy emphatically called Truth; as in 2 
John — I rejoiced greatly that I /bund of thy 
children walking in truth, as we have re* 
ceived a commandment from the Father.— 
But, if it be not fo underftood, I am not dif* 
fident to fay, thai many of thcfe inferences, 
fo important to our inftruftion, appear to 
ftand without any clear premifes, and with* 
out connexion or relation ; and, therefore, 
greatly expofed to be mifapprehended, or, 
at leaft, tney do not poflefs their proper 
ftren^th to make an impreflion upon the 
inino. 

That they all may be one, as thou. Father, 
art in me, and I in thee; that they alfo may 
he one in us; that the world may believe 
that thou haft fent me. And the glory which 
thou gaveft me I have given them ; that they 
may be one, even as we are one. I in themi 
ana thou in me, that they may be per/eS in 
one, di^d that the world may know that thou 
hail fent me, and haft loved them, as thou 

haft loved me. John xvii. 1 have often 

thought that this paflTage alone was more 
than enough to determine the fenfe of this 
moft interefting article of divine revelation, 
againft all the authorities of the world. It is 
wonderful how many proofs are heie croud- 
cd together. Were tney fully laid down, they 
would out-number the words! — There is an 
argument upon the/ace oi this paflage, which 
. is irrefragable, that the onenefs of believers 
is of the lame nature with the onenefs of the 
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Father and Son.— But, the ftrength of th^ 
evidence lies in the matter of fa6l ; for as Jer 
fus Chrift was made a Son, and one with the 
Father, by that commandment which fent. 
him into the world, and by that Jove and 
glory which was given to him; fo Chrift 
here fpeaks of his people, as being in like 
manner fcnt into the worlds verfe- 18. and 
prays that they may be glorified with him ; 
which, of courfe, makes them fons of God, 
one with each other, and one with him and 
the Father, even as the father and Son arq 
one. 



OBJECTIONS TO THE STATEMENT ANJ^ 
DEFINITION CONSIDERED* 

It is neceffary, in this place, to attend to 
fome objc6lions which may arifc to the fore- 
going Statement and Definition. 

1. It may be objeQed, that, although in 
the paffages quoted!, an union of will, fuch 
as fubfitts between Chrift and believers, be 
clearly intended ; yet an union of another na- 
ture, as fubfilling between Chrift and God, is 
alfo taught in the fcriptures. To which X re- 
ply — If ihefe, and fuch like pafTages be giv- 
en up, where are the texts upon which the 
fentiment of a myfterious union is to be foun- 
ded? Thefe are the texts which have gener- 
ally been ufed to fupport the fentiment; and 
if they be found to mean no more than a re- 
laiioa of will, the myfterious fenfe of the di- 
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i^Jfre.union of Father and Son muft be relin- 
quiftied, as having no fupport from the fcrip- 
turcs. 

2. If the divine relation of Father and Son 
be the fame in its nature with that which fub- 
fifts between God and believers, why is Je- 
fus Chrift called the only begotten of the Fa- 
ther? The fcriptures furniln us with a clear 
anfwer to this queftion ; for though the rela- 
tions be the fame in their nature, they differ 
efTentially in rcfpefl of their being mediate 
or immediate, — Believers come to God me- 
diately through Chrift ; and, therefore, are 
children and united to the Father fecondari- 
ly, and only as they are united to Chrift; 
but the Lord Jefus Chrift is the immediate 
fubjeft of the divine will; and, therefore, a- 
lone the Son of the Fathcr,^ in a firft and im- 
mediate union; this may be feen in the fol- 
lowing paffages. 

No man hath feen God at any time; the on- 
ly begotten Son, which is in the bofom of the 
Father, he hath declared him^ John i. — He 
that believeth on me, believeth not on me, but 
on him thatfent me. John xii. — law. the way, 
and the truth, and the life. No man cometh 
unto the Father but by me. John xiv. — If ye 
keep my commandments, yejhall abide in my 
Love; even as I have kept my Father's com^ 
mandments, and abide m his love. John xvii. 
— Whofoever denieth the Son, the fame hath 
not the Father; but he that acknowledgeth the 
Son hath the Father alfo^ — // that whichye 
have heard from the begiiiningfliall remain in 
you ye afofliall continue in the Son, and in 
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th^ Father, i John ii. — And this is the Xfcard 
that God hath given to us eternal life, and 
this life is in his Son. — He that hath the Son 
of God hath life; and he that hath not the Son 
of God hath not life, i John v, — Whofoevet 
tranfgrejjethy and abideth not in the doBrine of 
Chriji, hath not God; he that aiideth in the 
doElrine ofChrift, he hath both the Father and 
the Son. 2 John. 

" Inafmuch, therefore, as Jefus Chrift is in 
the bofom of the Father, united to him by 
his commandment and \ov^, immediately ; 
which divine will being eternal, implies, as 
has been (hewn, that this generation, which 
is the immediate fruit of it, is alfo eternal, 
or before the world was; and, as believers 
come to the Father only through Jefus Chrift^ 
receive the commandment in him, and are 
beloved for his fake ; for the Father himfelf 
loveth you, becaufejy^ have loved me, andbe^ 
lieved that I came out from God. John xvi. 
And alfo, as this generation, or our being 
bom of the will of God through Chrift, muft 
be the fruit of his roanifeftation, and can on- 
ly take place in time; we fee the propriety 
of his being diftinguifhed as the only begotten 
Son of God, and the objedion is anfwercd. 
3. Jefus Chrift is called the Son of God 
on account of his being conceived by the 
power of the Holy Gholt, Luke i. Therefore 
alfo that holy thing which fhall be born of thee ^ 
Jhall be called the Son of God. — Anf It 
is admitted tliat Jefus Chrift is to be confid- 
cred as the Son of God on this account, the 
fame as that natural offspring are called chil* 
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drch ; but ftill the valuntary is maintained to 
be the high and decifive fenfe to which every 
other import of the word muft yield.— Thii 
may be illuftrated by the matter of his temp- 
tations in the wildernefs,— Satan defigned 
there to beguile Chrift upon this ground ; If 
thou be the Son of God, &c. as though this 
truth could be proved by fome evidence, o- 
ther than that of his obedience to God ; but 
he defeated the tempter, and proved to his 
face that he was the Son of God ; not by af- 
ferting the faft of his miraculous concep- 
tion, or giving the evidence of any miracu-* 
lous power in him ; but, merely, by fhewing 
his per£c£l filial character in obedience to the 
divine will ; for this indeed, was the great 
and decifive evidence. This truth may aHo 
be illuftrated in the Hiftorv of the Seed of 
Abraham, who were chilaren of the pro- 
mifes ; the people Ifrael were ow ned of God, 
and called his Son, hhjirfi'born, and heirs 
of the promifed Canaan, on account of their 
natural defcent from Abraham ; but, after 
all, if they did not prove themfelves chil- 
dren of God in the voluntary fenfe, but, oa 
the contrary, evinced a fpirit of ftubbomnefs 
and rebellion, they were ever difowned and 
difinherited. - 

As the obcdieht well-pleafing ch^'afler 
conliitutes the great ejfential of the relation 
of a fonj in wills ana legal teftaments, even 
when the heir is a natural and legitimate 
child, the ideas of his being well-pleafing 
and beloved, are commonly infcrted to ex- 
prcfs the fimefs of the heirfliip and will* — 

H 
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^ Hence, tbe Father, in his teftament, fixed oft 
this ground of voluntary relation, faying — ^ 
This is my belomd Son, in whom I am will 
pleafed. 

It may alfo be remarked refpefting the 
name San being gK'en to Chrift, on fitCcounfi 
of his being conceived by the power of the 
Highejt, thapt the Holy Ghoft is not only the 
power or fpirit of the Father, but is alk> the 
Spirit of the So^n-, or the divine Jilial fpirit, 
and, therefore, is infeparable from the very 
truth in which confiflea his fonfliip in the vo- 
lupitary fenfe; this is therefore fo far from be^ 
ing an objeftion, that it rather confirms our 
underftandingofthegreat import of the name 
Son of God. And by examining and compare 
ing the fcriptures, will it not appear alfo, 
ihat the name Son of Man imports the truth 
of thole voluntary relations; firft, of his b^-- 
\ng obedient^ or a Jervant to man; and, fe^ 
itondly, of his being, as the heir of David,, 
Lord of all, rather than the cireumliance! 
imerely, of his having taken the human na- 
ture? 

4^ It is objefted, that, in confidering what 
compofes the divine will as the fubjeft of the 
doftrine of a Trinity, the attribute is mifta- ' 
ken for the Being. That a will to ufe a fcho- 
Jaftic word, implies 2ifuh^ratwm, which, and 
not the will, ought to be confidered as the 
being; and, therefore, though the doftrine of 
a Trinity be difcovered and cleared in the 
matter of the divine will, yet the fubjeft of a 
Trinity in the Godhead, or Divine Being, ia 
»ot reached* 
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1 What this objeftion intends, is undoubt# 
^ly the principal covering", which in the hu^ 
man mind, has lain over this fubjeft; but my 
anfwer is this. That the fubftratum which is 
foppofed to be the Being, of which the di* 
vine wilj is the attribute, lies, confefTedly, 
without the beginning of the univerfe, and 
the fphere of eternity, which has been {hcwij 
to be comprifed within the divine purpofe or 
will; and, therefore, this fuppofedlomething, 
whatever it may be called, is no part of our 
lyftem. 

I have engaged not to attempt one ftep be- 
yond the beginning of the difcoverable unu 
verfe; and I am content with the limits of 
my liberty, to go to the utmoft points of that 
compafs of the divine will, which \J2i%fet in 
order to frame the worlds, — Thefe points^ 
which, as in a compafs, are neceflarily threo, 
are found exifting in the eternal divine pur- 
pofe; and with this difcovery I am fatisfied^ 
but if any man poffefles a compafs of doftrine, 
reafoning and fyftem, which can ontftretcb 
and take in ground beyond thai by which his 
Maker frarped the univerfe, it is cxpe6led 
that he will improve it to great advantage. 

1 have now, in my turn, an obje6lion to of^ 
ier againft thefe fchooln>en, viz. That they 
^ive the name of fubftratum, hypoitafui, 
lomething, being, godhead^or whatever name 
to what they themfelves <:onfefs is altogether 
unlettered, and, in the whole, is inconceiva- 
ible, and, therefore, namelefs\ this, certainly^ 
is^ufin^ words without knowledge. 

ButJiave wc not the warrant of thefcrip* 
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tures for calling this luminous andaII«in-» 
ftruftivc matter of the will and word of God, 
God himfelf ? The apoftle John, after hav-. 
ing difcourfed, throughout his firft cpiftl€,of 
the commandment and will of the Father in 
Jefus Chrift, which our Lord had exprefsly 
called life everla/iing, John xii. 50, he con- 
cludes with thefe fummary woras. This is 
the true Gcd and eternal life. It may be faid, 
that this is a figure of fpetch; but, if fo, the 
whole epiflle is a figure of fpeech; for it is 
evident, that this peculiar conftruftion of 
language runs through the epiftle, yea, thro* 
the whole New Teftament, God is light. God 
is love, and he that dwelleth in love dweUetk 
in God, and God in him. — The word was God: 
He that is " born of tl^e will of God," is 
'' born of God:'' If the '' will" or '' word of 
God" dwells in us, " God dwells in us ;" and, 
he that abideth in the doElrine of Chrijl, hi 
hath both the Father and the Son. 

The ^^wifdom" of God, the "name" of 
God, the '' love" of God, the '' will" of God, 
the ** word" of God, &c. according to the 
fcripturcs, is truly God; and upon this 
ground rcfts the evidence of the proper deity 
of our Saviour. He appealed to this himfelf, 
as the great evidence of his divinity ; and the 
weight of the tcftimony of the fcrip tures, that 
Jefus Chrift is truly the Lord Jenovah, lies 
m this faft, that the *' wifdom" of God, thfc 
\' name" of God, the " word" of God, &c. 
is in him. — Comparing the fcriptures, it is 
evident that thefe divine attributes, as they 
are called, were the fullnefs intended in tbofe 
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ftrong declarations of his divinity, CoL i. la- 
for it pLeafeth the Father ^ that in himjhould 
all fullnefs dwell: and, Gol. ii. 9. For in him 
dwelleth all t/ie fullnefs of the Godhead bo^ 
dily. 

5. The doftrinc of the Trinity is afferted 
in the fcriptures to be a myftcry. — Anfwer. 
Underftanaing it of the divine will, it is di- 
rectly afferted to be a myftery. Eph, i- ^. 
The myftery of his will: but, to obviate this 
o^edion, it is neceffary to obferve how the 
word myftery is ufed in the fcriptures ; for 
though we fhall find it ufeid, undoubtedly, in 
fonje different fenfes, yet it may be queftion- 
ed whether it be ever ufed in the fcriptures, 
to convey the meaning in which it has fo 
commonly been applied to the Trinity. 

Is the myjlery of the will of God inexpli- 
cable? It is hidden, indeed,yr<?m the xoife and 
prudent; it is a path xvhich the vultures eye 
hath notfeen ; the lion's whelps have not trod- 
den it; yet to babes— rthe meek and lowly in' 
heart, the myftery is all difclofcd ; they have 
both the Father and the Son. — The will of 
God is the fubje£l of the whole divine reve- 
lation, and is fo far from being dark and ob- 
fcure, thzt, all divine light is convprifed in 
this myftery^ — In the riches of his grace, God 
has "abounded toward us in all wifdom and 
prudence, having made known unto us the 
myftery of his will.'* 

The policy of the Devil, in his oppofiti5Tt 
to the will of God, is alfo called a myftery; 
not as being unfearchable, for in every age of 
the world, they who do the will of God, will 
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be able to penetrate, and fee to the bottom of 
the delufion ; but, merely, becaufe it is deep^ 
wonderfully deceiving, and exceedingly dif* 
ficult to fearch out and difclofe. And, indeed, 
}n the fenfe of obfcurity, myftery ismoreap^ 
plicable to the policy of Satan than to the 
Counfel of God; for fin is darknefs — its di* 
reflions are crooked, and its forms and mea- 
fu res are endlefsly changing and varying; 
whereas God js light, and the lines of his 
counfel are all ftraight, and with him there 
is no variablenefs or (hadow of turning. 

Godlinefs, and every branch of it, is called 
a myflery ; for it is^ zfcience, great and glo^ 
rious, worthy of being looked into^ {ludie<!, 
and improved by men and zng^h.-^Great is 
the myjiery of godlinefs. i Tim. iii. 16. God 
was manifejl in the Jhjh ; this is a nayftery, 
but no fecret. — God was " manifeft," not 
concealed; ^^juftified in the Spirit;" thi« 
is a myftery; the teftimony of the fcrip-r 
tures, and the power of God, went with the 

do6lrine of the humble ](^i\xs. ^ Seen of 

*^ angels;*' this is a myftery.— Be was Lord 
of angels — " preached unto the Gentiles ;'^ 
this is a niyftery. — The poor Gentiles were 
very far from the fold of God — '* believ* 
*' ed on in the world ;^' this is a myftery; for 
it is an unbelieving world. — "Received up 
** into glory;*' this is a great myftery; from 
fo deep a Jlite of humiliation; to be lifted 
up to the right hand of the Majefty on high; 
wh:it an amazing refle6lion! — -Taken alto- 
gether, or in any particular part, godli- 
nefs is a myftery^ — An4 in the fenfe that aU 
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^odlinefs is a myftery^ the truth ofthe Trin- 
ity is, indeed, a myftery, and a myftery of 
myHeries ; for the purpofe, or will of God ia 
Chrift Jefus, is the principle and foundation 
of the whole* 

The union of Chrift and the church is al- 
fo called a myftery. — Eph. v, 32. Ihis is a 
great myjlery; for it fuoiifts, as has been 
Oiewn, in the fame truth with the union of 
Father and Son.— -In the union of Chrift and 
the church, we contemplate the divine prin- 
ciple itfelf J- the ftream which makes glad the 
city of God, i^ues from the fountain-head; 
it is the eternal life, which was with the Fd^ 
ther, and was manifested unto us, even ihe 
glorious " myftery ot his will/^ Yet, it is no 
new thing for preachers to venture out free* 
ly upon this ground, and undertake, for the 
edification of the faints, to open and unfold 
. this great myftery, 
. The gofpel of the kingdom of God being 
extended to the Gentiles, ii likewife often 
Called a myftery, as in Eph. iii. Hoiv he 
made known unto me the myftery, as I wrote 
afore in few zoords, whereh when ye read ye 
may un hrfland my knowledge in tne myftery 
ofChrijl^ which in other ages was not made 
known unto thefons ofmen^ as it is now re^ 
vealed unto his holy apojlles and prophets by 
the Spirit; that the Gentiles fhould be fellow* 
heirs f and of the fame body^ and partakers of 
hispromife in Chrijt by the aofpeL — The Gen- 
tiles being brought in. ana made children of 
Abraham, and heirs of the promifes made to 
tbe fathers, is called a myftery; not, furely, 
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as a matter in the dark, and incapable of be- 
ing opened and illuftrated: for the Apoftle, 
at the fame time he called it a myftery, faid 
it was " revealed" and ** made known," and 
he was defirous that his brethern might ** un- 
" derftand" his knowledge of it: but, as be- 
ing one of the great branches of the myftery 
of the divine will; and, becaufe, for long 
ages, it was undifcovered, even by the holy 
faints and angels; and alfo becaufe of the 
greatnefs of the wifdom and power therein 
contained, and the riches of the grace and 
mercy therein manifefted. 

The faith, i. e. the gofpel itfelf, in like 
manner, is called a myftery. — i Tim. iii, 9. 
The viyjlery oj the faith; but the gofpel, equal 
with any other fubjeft, is certainly capable 
of ample illuftration. 

The refurreftion of the dead, and change 
of the living faints, at the found of the laft 
trumpet, is, moreover, called a myftery. — 
1 Cor, XV. Behold^ IJhewyou a myftery: We 
Jliall not alljleep, but weJhaU all be changed^ 
in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye^ at the 
lafi trump; for the trumpet Jhall found, dui 
the deadJJiaU be raifed incorruptable, and toe 
Jhall be changed. — The Apoftle appears \^o 
call this a myftery, on account of its being 
given to him, fo particularly, by immediate 
revelation, and tne glorious nature of the 
fubjeft, and not as being beyond the reach 
of our conception ; for there is nothing more 
inconceivable in a ftate of incorruptable ex* 
iftence, than there is in our prefent corrupt- 
able ftate. — Why fhould it lecm a thing ob- 
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Fcure, 6r perplexing to the raind, that God 
Oiould raife the dead, or change the ftate and 
c;ondition of his people? — That the Apoftic 
did not confider his fubjefl as being a mat- 
ter inconceivable, or incapable of being well 
iinderftood, is evident from his ftyle — ** Be^ 
" hold, IJhew you a myftery*'* 
. Thefe iriflances are enough to fhew ho\^ 
the word Myftery is ufed in the fcripturcs.-— 
And no place in the infpired volume can ht 
found, where it is ufed in the fenfe in which 
it is commonly applied to the Trinity. And 
it muft be viewed as a matter unbecoming 
i^nd very diChonorable, that men who would 
?tppear as divines, and lovers of truth, fliould 
take advantage of the mere found of a bible- 
word, and make ufe of it, in the mod import- 
ant relation, as the one we have been conlid- 
ering, in a fenfe fo foreign from its meaning 
f nd ufe in the bible* 

6. IricomprekenfibU! Whilft the word myf- 
tery has been ufed as a blinder for the eyes, 
this word has been ufed a? a muzzle for the 
mouth.— -It is wonderful what power there is 
in myjlery to bedim the fight! and what au- 
thority there is in incomprehenfible to com- 
mand filence; efpcciaUy when it is advanced 
by way of queftion ! — And do you think, Sir, 
that you can comprehend the doftrine of the 
Trinity?— Why, Sir, I do not know that I 
can fully comprehend anything; but, not- 
withftanding, I have undertaken to explain 
and illuftrate fome things. And, as to the di- 
vine will, I do not think that I can compre- 
hend iti (lill, I mull efleem it to be lightforae 

I 
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and enlightening; it js a plain path to watk 
in, and a pcrfeft rule to walk by; it maketK 
wife the fimple, and giveth underftanding to' 
babes ; it is the bread which came down front 
heaven, and the water of eternal life: it is i 
field full of all hid treafurcs, in which the foul 
can take an eternal range, and never find one 
vacant or fruitlefs fpot; it is more to be de- 
fired than gold, yea, than rmuh fine goldf 
Jweeter aljo than noney, and the honey-comb* 

But, ir the enquiry be after fomething be- 
yond the divine will, it is a jeft to talk of not 
comprehending it ; for there, no doftrine, no 
trinity, nothing whatever can be found; it is 
in vain to look for things where nothing does 
in faft exift— where nothing is which bears 
a charafter or natoe* — And, fuppofe, a trin- 
ity does exift in fomething beyond the diviner 
will, and we, in fome way, could know that 
fiich a thing exifted, it is plain that it could 
be of no ufe to us ; for it is demonftrable, 
that wifdom is all comprifed in the divine will^ 
and all that is valuable to men, riches and 
honor, and long life are with hen 



*AlttlCULAR REMARKS RELATIVE TOTHt 
STATEMENT AND DEFINITION. 

A mail, whofe way lies through a thick 
crowd, whilft; he is preffing out, one on the 
one hand, and another on the other, makes 
but flow progrefs; but having attended to 
the above objej6lions, I fball^ oflfer fome few 
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particulars farther, relative to the Statement 
gnd Definition under confideration. 

1. The divine principle, as already defin- 
ed, ncceffarily fqppofes an order of divine 
perfons, viz. a covfnarU maker, or mover, 
which gives the idea of a firft perfon; a co 
venantfubjedl, or one brought into the cove- 
nant, which gives the idea of a fccond per- 
fon; and a covenant inter ejl, which, in a ju{J: 
eftimation of the divine principle, it being of 
the nature of marriage, and giving in marri- 
agCy wherein the intereft is the bride, gives 
the idea of a third perfon, 

2. Though in the divine will, the cove^ 
naming parties muft co-exift, as the felf.fame 
aft whicn conftiiuted the fop conftitutes alfo 
the chara6ier of father; ftill there ts a plain 
reafon for confidering the father, as to th^ 
method, firfl, or greater than the fon ; for, in 
the divine will, the covenant ftibje6l is both 
commanded and bUJfed of the covenant mar 
ker; and xdthout aU contradiElion the lefs is 
bUJfid of tke better. Hcb. vii. 7, — This ex- 
plains the word of Chrill. John xiv, 28.— r 
My father is greater than I. The connexion 
fliews that this is the true meaning of thp 
word, for Chrift was here fpeakiqg of his go- 
ing to tlie Father to receive the blefjing ol 
\i\^giory, — Yet, a$ this blefliitg fets him up, 
as a Son by inheritance, completely in the ef- 
tate of the Father; we behold him, in this re- 
fult of the divine principle, as he was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever will be, one with 
the Father; and as thus reignino; and judg-^ 
ing upon hjs throne ; he is God with God; co 



Digitized by 



Google 



68 DiviNJE Theory* 

«xiftent and cp-eternal with the Father, and 
his equal in power andin glory. It is evident, 
however, that there is a glory of the parental 
character, which will iever aiftiriftly remaift 
to the Father, and a diftinft glory of the fili- 
al charafter, which will ever be contempla- 
ted in the Son, as his own glory; and fo, al* 
fo, there is a diftinft character, which will 
ever be adored in the Holy Ghoft. 

3. The party brought into covenant in thft 
divine will, being made the Chfijl 0/ God, is 
therefpre the eternal Word — the ROck of 
Ages — the foundation and head of all worlds, 
and is the fubjeft of the record in heaven. — 
Again, the fecond perfon in the Godhead, 
performing the covenant fervice^ and confe- 
quently being crowned with the reward, the 
^/^/^ofthe divine principle will be in him; 
he will declare God— in him God will be ma- 
nifefted; he will, therefore, be the fubjeft of 
the divine witnefs on earth, and in a peculiar 
fenfe, be called the Word of God, as being the 
report or expreffion of the divine will. Such 
appellations as the Word of God, Rock of. 
Ages, Foundation, &c. belong undoubtedly 
to the Divine Being or Godhead ; but, as the 
divine theory, or whole exhibition of the di- 
vine will, devolves neceflarily upon the fe- 
cond perfon, they are particularly applied to 
Chrift, and, for the fame reafon, he is fo 
particularly called the Wijdom of God, and 
the Power of God, which are alio names of 
the divine principle. 

4. Moreover, we obferve, that this divine 
exhibition andmanifellaiionoiGod in C:: rill, 



Digitized by 



Google 



iKTRODUCflOM* 0^ 

or his being the Word and Wifdom of God, 
implied a viGble form, which relbefts the 
ivhcJe creation ; and, therefore, the light and 
truth of the whole creation muft be merely 
the light and truth of Chrift, or the difplay 
of the divine will in him. — The argument c* 
the divine theory, therefore, is the adual con- 
formity of the works of God to the divine 
principle, or the aSual exhibition of Chrift 
in the whole creation ; and the work before 
us is fimply the iiluftration of the truth that 
Chrift is all in all. 



The foregoing Statement and Definition 
pf the divine principle, may be fummed up 
in the following theorem^j, 

1. The 'principle of divine knowledge, 
^hich is the difcoverable Divine Being, is of 
the voluntary nature, or of the nature of a 
purpofe or wiU ; and the divine fubftancc be- 
ing fimple and uncompounded, it is wholly 
of this nature, 

2.i The Alpha and Omega ^ the beginning 
and the end^ the firjl and the laji of the di- 
vine fyftem, is coniprifed in the purpofe or 
will of God. 

3, The divine purpofe or will is a matter 
of real fa6l. 

4 The divine will is infinite, eternal and 
unchangeable; holy,ju{land ^ood ; and the 
fubje6i of all the divine charatlers. 

5. The divine will is difcoverable, and ca- 
pable of amule illullraiion. 
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. 6, The divine will (hews a trinity in unir 
ty; it fliews a Father, a Son, and a Holy 
Ghoft ; and that thefe three diftinft perfon» 
arc immediately one in will. 

7. The divine will prcfents the do6lrincof 
jChrift; and the truth to which he barewit^ 
nefs in the world, is traced, as to its origin, 
in this aft of his inauguration ; and which 
is of the nature of a covenant tranfaflion, or 
la matter of record between parties. 

8. The divine will confills of a precept, 
and a promife, or a requirement and a re- 
ward ; it is a commandment, rule, &c. which 
embraces eternal life. 

9. The requirement of the divine will is, 
that of the Jetting up and full exhibition of 
the authority and glory of the Father; the 
reward is, that of being fet up^ and exhibited 
in this authority and glory. 

io. The divme will is tne truth laid down 
in the teftimony of Jefus, which was the mat- 
ter of his accuiation, and which he confefled 
before Pontius Pilate, and for which he fuf- 
fered upon the crofs; that he is Lord and 
Chrijl ; and, in the approaching day, upon the 
throne of David, at the head of his church and 
people, hejhall reign over the worlds — And 
this is the mere gofpel iifelf. 

il. The divine will, comprifingthe doc-^ 
trine of Chrift, unfolds the relation of Father 
and Son, the union of Chrift and believers, 
the law and adminiftration ofthe church, the 
duty and bleffednefs of the faints, and the 
whole everlafting glory of tlie kingdom oi 
God. 
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12. The divine will embraces the glory 
which Chrift had with the Father, before the 
World was — the wonderful fcene of his hu- 
miliation — the prefcm and future glory of 
his exaltation, and the whole divine exhibit 
tion in all the works of God. — And being a 
matter of faft, and difcoverable, it lies before 
us as the perfeft pattern^ type, or map of the 
whole univerfe* 
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The divine THEORY, 

GIVIITG A 

VIEW THEREOF, 

TOGETHER WITH ITS 

DIVISION Si 

AND 

^GENERAL ILLUSTRATIONS. 

A VIEW OF THE tHEORY. 

TN the unfolding and full difplay of the di- 
vine principle, we fhall behold Chrift, the 
Sun of the univerfe, exhibited firft in his an- 
tecedent, or primitive ftate, as a bridegroom 
taming cut oj Ms chamber :— We (hall then" 
behold him in his intermediate or covenant 
fervice ftate, as ajlrong man, with cheerful 
zeal, running a race : Finally, we (hall behold 
him in his confummate or glorified ftate, as 
the fart, full orbited, from tmofe heat nothing 
is hid; or, as the bridegroom rejoicing in his 
bride. 

Now that he afcended, what is it but that 
he aI/o defcended firjl into the lower parts 
of the earth? He that defcended is the fame aU 
fo that afcended up far above all heavens, that 
he might f II all things^ Eph. iv, — ^This, his 
defcending, implies, that, in a primitive ftate, 
he was high; andlhus we have his glorious 

K ' 
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hiffory. Phil p. ii. Who being in the form of 
Gdd, thought . it not robbery to be equdl with 
God : But made himfelf of no reputation, and 
took upon him the form of a fervant, and was 
made in the likenefs of men. And being found 
infafhion as a man, he humbled himjetf and 
became obedient unto death, even the death of 
the crofs. — Wherefore God alfo hath highly 
exalted him, and given him a ndme which is 
above every name: That at the name of Jefus 
every kneejhould bow, of things in heaven, and 
things in earth, and things under the earthr^ 
Ana that every tongue fhould confefs that Je^ 
fus Chrijl is Lord, to me glory of God the Fa^ 
ther. , . , , 

A view, therefore, of the whole doftrine' 
of Chrift mav be giv^n in three words, high^^ 
humbled, ana exalted^ This threefold glory of 
our Lord Jefus Chrift forms the all-comprif^ 
ing circuit of the Strn of Righteoufnefs ; and 
it manifeftly unfolds from the divine will; 
for, his filial chara6ter was ihe delight oi iht 
Father, and he was blejfed as a Son from 
everlafting; but, the manifeftation of this fi- 
lial charafter, which neceffarily implies the 
manifeftation of the Father^s authority, re- 
quired that he \hon\6 Jloop in obedience — and 
to make fuch a ftoop, as would anfwer to; 
and exprels the infinite authority of the Ma- 
jefty of Heaven, required that he fhould de-*^ 
fcend to the loweft poflible ftate of humilia- 
tion : and a reward, fuch as the infinite me-* 
rit of a work giving birth to a manifeftation 
of the glory of God requires, could be nothing 
lefs than his exaltatiQu above all heavens^ 
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As we have ftated, the ftipulations of the 
covenant which Chrift was Drought into by 
the Father, were for fubftance thefe, that he 
fhould come into the world and perform ^ 
work of filial dutv, which fliould give a full 
difplay of the autnority and glory of the Fa- 
ther; and, as a rewara, he fliould be exahed 
and exhibited in all the fplendour of that 
difplay. 

Alfo, in the full exhibition of the divine 
principle, we fliall behold three ftates of the 
creation, in pcrfcft conformity to thefe three 
ftates of Chrift as the Head and Lord of all. 
One all dreffed out in the habiliments of in- 
nocence and primitivegloxy — bright and joy- 
ful as the morning: another^ Ihrouded in a 
cloud and baptifmal waters, groaning and 
travelling in pain; and the other Aiming, 
glowing and fruftifying under the beams of 
the Sun of Righteoumefs, or by the light, 
ieat, and bleffednefs of the Defire of all Na- 
tions. 

This theory, arifing neceffarily from the di* 
vine principle, is the argument exhibited by 
the apoftle Peter, in his fccond Epiftle, chap- 
ter third, againft them who deny a future 
-ftate, faying. Where is the promz/e of his com- 
ing ? or, where is the evidence of a world to 
<:ome? for all things c.'ttinue as they were 
from the beginning of the creation. — But the 
Apoftle replied, This^ this fundamental prin- 
ciple they willingly are ignorant of, that the 
Juavens, fuch as were atjirjl, and the earth be- 
ing conjlruded of water and by water ^ by the 
wotdi of God ; whereby the world that then 
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was, Being overflowed of water , 4)erijhed. jBo* 
ike heavens and the eaxth which are now, by 
the fame word are kept injlore, referved unto, 
jire againjl the day of judgment and perdition 
of ungodly men. 

Neverthelefs we, according to his promife,. 
look for new heavens and a nezv earth, where^ 
in awelleth righteoufnefs. 

It is moft evident that the Apoflle fpeaksi 
here of fome one principle, called the word 
of God and promife, which muft be known to 
men not willingly ignorant ; which both con- 
fiituted and deftroyed the old world ; which 
fame principle conftitutes this world, and 
keeps it, in flore, referved unto fire againft 
the day of judgment and perdition of ungod* 
ly men ; arid, according to which alfo, we 
look with certainty for a new world — new 
heavens, and a new earth, wherein dwclleth 
righteoufncfs. 

This divine theory h contemplated in the 
fcripture expreffions of the heaven of heavens, 
and the third heavens ; implying three ftates 
of the creation, as th6 firft or natural heavens 
— the middle or angelic heavens — and the 
glorified ftate, or heaven of Chrift. — The 
word heaven thus ufed, whether Angular or 
plural, me^ns the fame thing, and evidently 
intends a whole world. The holy temple of ^ 
the Lord being made according to the pattern, 
fkewed Mofcs in the mount, exhibited the fame 
divine fcheme: Firft, the porch, or court of 
the people; fecondly,theian6luary, or court 
of the priefts ; and, thirdly, the oracle, or ho- 
ly of holies. — To thefe three ftates of Chrift 
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fnd the creation, diftin£lly marked out in the 
xixth Pfalm, we have already alluded; and 
there can be no doubt of this being the true 
explanation of the three covenants, or cove-^ 
nant ftates of man^ and that the whole re- 
fpefts one eternal truth, pattern, or principle 
of divine knowledge. 

Moreover, according to the principle of the 
divine theory, we fhall behold Chrift exhibit* 
ed in three perfonal forms, anfwerable to the 
nature of the whole exhibition, viz. the di- 
vine form, or form of God, the angelic form, 
or form -of a fervant, and the human form, 
or fafhion of a man, in which form he is glo- 
rified. — And thus in the day of judgment, 
when all his glory will be exhibited in one 
view, he will appear in th^ glory of the Fa- 
ther, and in the glory of the^holy an|^els^and 
in his own glory^ 

And, in like manner, in this exhibition, 
Chrift bears three moil diftinguifhing naines, 
viz. The Beginning-r-The Archangel, and The 
Son of Gad; which names properly diilin^ 
guifh the three heads of the Divine Theory^ 
and for this purpofe we fhall u(e them. 



THE DIVISIONS OF THE THEORY. 

THE divifion of this all-comprehenfivc 
fubjeft into three heads, diftinguilhed by the 
three names, as mentioned above, and the 
charafters belonging to them, arife* clearly 
from the nature of the divine will ; and this 
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is the ground of thofe three different exhibtt- 
tions of Chrift, each forming a world, which, 
diftinftly, it will be the objeft of the three 
parts of this work to illuftrate, — But, before 
we oroceed to the more full and coqclufive 
illuftrations in the exhibitions themfelves, 
fome particular examination of thefe names, 
in oraer to familiarize to the mind the cha- 
rafters belonging to the feveral glorious dif- 
plays under them, together with Ibme gene- 
ral illuftrations of the theory^ may be ioun4 
to be of advantage* 



The Beginninq. 

THE word Beginning is a name of Chrift^ 
and one of the moft remarkable of all the 
names given to him by the Holy Spirit. It 
begins and, excepting the atteftation and bc- 
nediftion, it ends the infpired volume. This 
word, ufed in the fcriptures as a name of 
Chrift, fignifies at lead, a head, chief, prince, 
or principal one. 

With this word, Mofes introduced his ac- 
tount of the creation of God, and thereby 
fignified as infpired writers after him under- 
ftood, that Chrift was the beginning, the 
principal one, and glorious head of the crcr 
ation. Solomon, in a view which evidently 
includes the work both of creation and re- 
demption, ufes ihe word, and repeats it, ^o 
as therein to place Chriil in one view, at the 
head of both words.* It is placed in the 



* Prav. ym^-tz, 2j, 
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Introduftion of three of the Evangelifts, and 
firft epiftle of John. In this word, Chrift is 
dfo revealed to us as the head of the holy 
angels,* and the prince of the kings of the 
eartl\.f 

Hence, writes the apoftlc. Col. i. 15 — iS. 
Who is the image of the inviJibU God, the fii^ft 
born of every creature: For, by him were ail 
things created, that are in heaven, and that 
are in earth, vifible and invijible, whether they 
ie thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or 
powers, : All things were created ay him, and 
for him : And he is before all things, and by 
him all things conjtfi. And he is me head of 
the body, the church : who is the beginnings 
the fir jl born from the dead, that in ul things 
he might have the pre-eminence. 

From the truth, or doftrine contained in 
this name, which is above every name, let u« 
then take our departure, in munching out 
into the boundlels myfteries of God, that we 
may Ihape a true courfe for the haven of 
light and bleflednefs, and not concerning faith 
^akefhipwrecL 



i i mn mm . m mm 



ARCHANGEL. 

*rhe word Angel, compounded of the 
Vords meffenger and God, and which liqui- 
fies a meffenger— fervant — or onefent of God, 
15 another moft remarkable name given to 

• Judc 6. Ttjy i%v\'sjv a^Xf*' 

f Rev. i. 5. O uf^f^'m rw ^ttcrihttiit tik yn?*. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ghrift. This name^ and the name beginninj^^ 
have a peculiar relation to each other ; — ^ 
the one ugnifying the fame thing in relation, 
to the work of redemption, or the world of 
grace, that the other does in relation to thd 
work of creation, or the natural world.^ 

That the name beginning, given to Chrift^ 
has a Ipecial relation to the natural worlds 
and fignifies that the whole creation is con- 
ftituted and conjijls in him ;— and the name 
angtl^ given to Chrift, has a fpecial relation 
to the work of redemption, and fignifies that 
the world of grace, particularly^ is conftitut- 
cd and confilts in him, will appear by exa* 
mining how they ftand conneftcd in thei 
fcriptures, which will be found generally the; 
fame as in the following paffages; — 

In the beginning God created the hedveit 
and the eartn. Ccn. i. i • — The Lord pojfefs^ 
td me^ the beginnings his way, before his xoorks 
of old. Prob* viii. 22. — In the beginning was 
the word, and the word was with God, and 
the word zms God; the fame was in the be-' 

finning with God. All things were made by 
im. John i. 1 — 3 — And thou, Lord, in tfU 
beginning, haft laid the foundation of the earthy 
and the heavens are the works ofthifie hands. 
Heb, i. 10. 

And the angel of the Lord called to him out 
of heaven, and /aid Abraham, Abraham. Gen. 
xxii» 1 h — 7 he angel which redeemed me from 
all evil, blefs the ladss Gen. xlviii. 16^ — Be- 
hold I fend an angel before thee. Exod. xxiii^ 
20. — K^nd the angel of his prefencefaved them. 
Ifai, Ixi i. 9, — It may be obferved, that the 
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^rld of grace, or church-ftate, began in 
Abraham s family ; and that, till then, no 
mention is made of the Angel of God. 

Thefe names of Chrift, each onefo figni* 
ficant, are joined together in the name arch- 
angel.* 

And, thus combined, they have the moft 
peculiar force. In this word, we behold the 
world of nature, and the church-Jlate of the 
gofpd, or world of grace combined together, 
and upheld and governed by one hand— 
we behold Chrift clothed with a cloudy and 
a rainbow upon his head, ftandingupon two 
worIds,y^a and earthy which, for a time, un- 
der his authority, fubfifts together ; and then, 
by the fame authority, together pafs away. 

In this view of Chrift, given in this hisr 
glorious name, wfe have an explanation of 
the great myjlery of God in the frame or con- 
ftitution of all temporary things ; and can 
eafily difcover why the government of them, 
even in the New-Teftament, is afcribed to 
the Archangel, and that, with his voice, the 
whole fcene muft be clofed. 



THE SON. 

BUT there is another world, the world to 
come, to which belongs the refurre[lion and 
the holy city, Ncw-Jerufalcm ; in relation to 
which, Chrift bears the name of Son — this 
world \s put in fubjeElion unto him, in thi^ 



♦ A^X'^ '^'^ AyjiAw. So 18 the word written o«t. 
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name, the fame as the worlds of naturie atrdl 
grace arc put under him, as the Archangel; 
and, becaufe this world is the moft glorious^ 
the world of glory, this new name is his moll 
glorious name. 

That the name Son, given to Chrift, re^ 
lates principally to his kingdom, power and 
glory, appears frQm the following paffages, 
and many others: — Thou artfnjrSon, this 
day have I begotten thee. AJk of me, audi 
Jhall give thee the heathen for thine inherit* 
ance, and the uttermoji parts of the earth for 
thy pojjejfion. Thou Jhatt break them with 
a rod of iron; thoujhalt dajh them in pie- 
ces like a potter's' veJfeL Pfal. ii, 7 — g. — -* 
He fhall be great, and jhall be called the Son 
vf the Highejl: and the Lord Gad Jkall give 
unto him the throne of his father David ; and 
he fhall reign over the houfe of Jacob for ever, 
and of his kingdom there flmll be no end. 
Luke i. 32, 33. — And declared to be the Son 
cf God with power, according to the fpirit cf 
holinefs, by the refarreElion from the dead, 
Rom, i. 4. — Who hath delivered us from the 
power of darknefs, and hath tranflaied us in^ 
to the kingdom of his dear Son, Col, i. I3-"*" * 
The fir^' born from the dead, that in all things 
he might have the pre-eminence. Col. i. 18.— 
But, unto the Son he faith, Thy throne, God, 
is for ever and ever; a fceptre of righteous*^ 
nefs is the fceptre of thy kingdom. Heb. i* 8. 

Thus, in relation to the world of glory, 
whereof the fcriptures here fpeak, we behold 
Chrift as a Son over his own houfe, crowned 
with glory and honour. 
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ATI this theory opens, mofl: apparently, 
fifom the divine will. Thefe fcvcral ftates 
of Chrift, the worlds themfelves, and the 
names which are exprcflive of his relation to 
them, are all borne upon the face of the di- 
vine principle : As oeing the foundation, 
and at the head of the firft creation, how ex- 
prelTive is the name Beginning? Taking the 
form of a fcrvant, and appearmg at the head 
of a militant church, how clear is the import 
of the name Archangel ? But, having per- 
formed a work of filial duty, in which he 
was humbled to the loweft ftate ; and being 
railed «p, according to the fpirit of holinefs, 
or according to the promife, and feated up- 
on his Father's throne, with what power is 
ht declared to be the Son of God ? 

Thefe three names. Beginnings Servant^ 
and Son, are the grand pillars of revelation, 
whereon may be found infcribed the whole 
counfel of God — in them we have complet- 
ed thc^ knowledge of our Lord Jefus Chrift, 
who is, and who was, and who is to come; 
the {^m^yejlerday^ and to-day, andy^r ever. 
It may be proper here to notice, refpe£ling 
the names given to Christ, generally, that 
fome of them rank distinftly m the fame re- 
lations as thofe given above: as with the 
Beginnings the Creator, God Almighty, and 
jQod of Glory ; with the Archangel, Jeho- 
vah, Lord of Hofts, and Michael ; and, with 
the Son, the Lamb, the Rcfurreftion, and 
JIVince of the Kings of the Earth. Some of 
ihem refpe6l two of thefe relations, as Jefus, 

^deemer^ and Shepherd; ajid fojne axe 
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common names, and refpeft them all/ as 
Lord, Christ, and Foundation, The end oP 
the whole is, to reveal Christ as being the- 
head of all worlds. 

As the worlds of nature, grace, and glory, 
are diftinft ; and, in their divers frames and 
conftitutions, they exhibit the diftinfl: parts 
of the divine will ;— and as Chrift, in relation 
to each one, bears a name expreffive of itsi 
peculiar ftate, the work before us is naturally 
divided into three parts, which we fhall pro-* 
fecute under the names and diftinft charac- 
ters of the Beginning, Archa/ngel, and Son of 
God, as exprefling, naturally, the diftin^i 
Jieads of the Divine Theory. 



GENERAL ILLUSTR ATiaNS OF THE 
THEORY. 

BEFORE we proceed to an illuftration 
of the glory of Chrift, as being the head of 
all worlds, in the aftual exhibitions, it will 
be proper to premife fome things which may 
lead.us to contemplate more clearly the foun- 
dation or principle of this Theory ; for, the 
more clearly we view the principle, the more 
fenfibly we fhall feel its demonftration. 

The divine eternal faft, in which is found- 
ed the truth of Chrift, and which is the prin- 
ciple of the divine theory, is illuftrated in 
the fcriptures, by the nature of fix things, 
with which men are converfant, viz. A co* 
venant^ the beftowment of a gift, generad* 
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oh, fellowfhip, inauguration, and a record ; 
ktid they, feverally, require particular notice* 

1. Of this divine tranfa6lion, conlidered 
as a covenant, fo much has already been 
faid, refpefting the illuftration it gives of 
the truth of the trinity and unity of the di- 
vine will, and the nature of the theory re- 
fulting from this principle, that it is prefura- 
ed little more need be added. It is in view, 
.however, in the prefent illuftrations, to pay 
more particular attention than has yet been 
given, to the party and engagement of the 
Holy Ghoft, in this adorable compa6L 

The Divine Spirit, as has been obferved, 
is the intereft mutually regarded in this co- 
venant-engagement ; for, as the Holy Spirit, 
or Spirit of Holinefs^ is one and the fame 
with that of the parental authority and love, 
and the filial duty and Joy, it is the glory of 
both the Father and the Son, and can be 
no other than the fole intereU of both par- 
ties ; and it is evident, that this was not only 
the concern of the engagement, but alfo, 
that it was the authority and power in which 
it exifted, and fo was the third party in the 



agreement* 



A covenant receives its virtue and ftrength 
from the confideration of fome witnefs and 
authority, to prove it and give it efFe6i, It is 
always underftood of parties contra6ling witli 
each other, and making folemn promifes, 
that in cafe of a failure, they become liable 
to fome forfeiture ; and that fome authority, 
which is able to enforce the obligation, is 
appealed to/ which, therefore, becomes a 



Digitized by 



Google 



S6 l>iviNE Theory* • 

party in the tranfaftion, and is itfelf bouni 
to fee it fulfilled by all the weight of its fane- 
tion. • And it is this circumftance in the na- 
ture of a covenant, which gives it its folema 
and reverential ftamp. 

In matters of a civil nature, the magiftrate 
is appealed to in all lawful contratls, to fee 
that they are performed according to pro*- 
raife, or to punifh the delinquent ; and in 
the nature or the cafe, he is fo bound to do 
this, that guilt is incurred on his part, if the 
duty be not faithfully difcharged. And in 
all matters, between party and party, taken 
in a religious view, the fearcher of hearts is 
appealed to, who, as the finaJ and righteous 
juage, will not fuft'er the guilty to go unpu- 
iiilhed ; fo, alfo, in the matter of the divine 
will, the Holy Gliofl was the witnels and 
power engaged to enforce the fulfilment of 
the ftipulations, by a fan6lion every way e- 
qual to the weight of the high obligations* 
Hence, in that Jirji name of God, which im- 
ports the Covenanters by oath, the idea of a 
cw'fe* is clearly intimated; and this eternal 
covenant is ever prefented in a manner to 
give us aflurance that it was made^ and was 
accompanied with every poflible circum- 
ftance of folemnity* 



♦ ** ALEiMra Noun mafc. plor. The dencuncers of a cd*^ 
«* aitional cur/e, A name ufuaily given in the Hebrew fcrip- 
•* lures toAhc ever hlejjed Iriniiy^ by which they repreicnt 
•* themfelves as. under the obligation of an oath to perform 
*' certiin conditions^ and as having denounced a cur/e on alk 
** men and devils, who do not conform to them. 

** What thole lein.s or conditions were to which the Aleifli 
^*fw0Lr4^ feem« evUcnt from Pf. ex. iiameiy, liiat the Ma» 
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To this it may be objefted, that God cauhel 
mot fail in his engagement ; and, therefore, 
in this matter^ it was not neceffary that th^ 



*« Chrifi Jefitft in confeqaence ef his bumiliation andy^r* 
** »»^'> (vcr. 7, comp. Phil. H. 6 — 10,) (hould be txilttd U 
** ft^f rif i^/ i^iiW of Ood till all i^// inemits nvert modi bis fd9t'- 
^ ftooly (comp. I Cor. XV. zi^,) that thi rod •/ hii ftttngtb {yn 
♦« gofpel,) Jhould hefent out of Sion ; and that by this bejbould 
** rule even in tbe midji of bis enemies : that bis peofle (true 
•• Chrttti^n^,) Jbould ofer tbemfel'ues 'wiUin^lj intbe^mmmintt 
*' ofbolinefs: and that thofe which ihoald be begotten by bim 
** to a reJkrre£lion from fin ben^ and from deatb bereafter^ 
*' ihoald be more numerous than tbe drofs of morning doixr. 
'< (comp« Ifai. xxvi. 19.) All this I take to be briefl)' com- 
*' prehended or fumreed up in that oatb ofjebovab to Cbrlfi^ 
** vec 4. Thou art a Prieji for ever after tbe order ^Mclchr* 
*' fedec, nvbicbf bf interpretation, is Kin^ of Rigbteoufnefs^ 
« Heb. vii. a. As a Prieft, Chrift, tbrougb tbe eternal Spirie, 
" offered himfelf noit bout f pot to God^ Hcb. viii. 3.— xi. 14; 
•* as a Prieft for ever, he is able tofave tbem to the attermoft, 
«* (Mdrg. evermore^) tbat come unto God by bim^ feeing bs crer 
*' li'vetb to make intercejfion for tbem y as being after tbe order 
*• ^Mclchifedec, be is King as well as Priefi, KingofRigb^ 
•' teeufnefs, sbfd King of Peace. Heb. vil. 2. Hence, then^ w« 
*« leara, that Jebo<oab fware to Adoni or Chrift, (Sec Matth. 
f* xxii. 43.) and that this oatb had reference to the redemption 
** of man by him. — The Pfa4m itfelf does not indeed determine 
^ the time 'ivbea this oalh was pronounced, but other fcrip« 
^ tnres do. For St. Pauleys, that Chrift was made a Prieft, i. r. 
•* after the order of Melchifedec by this a//rjr oatb, Heb. vii. 
'** 21. But his inauguration to the Priefibood ^nd Kingdom yeta 
" prior to the creation of tbe nvorld, Prov. viii. 23, and fe<|.— 
** Therefore this 'very oatb, recorded in Pf. ex. was prior to 
•* tbe creation. Accordingly Jehovah is at the beginning of 
** creation called Aleim, Gen. i. i, which implies, that the 
^ divine peribns had fworn vthen chey created. It is evident 
*' aifo from Gen. iii. 4, ^, that both the ferpent and the wo* 
** man knew Jehovah by this name, Aleim, before tbe fall f 
** and, to cite but two palTages out of many that might be 
^' produced from the Ne^w Teftament to this purpofe, St, Peter 
•' is cxprefi, Eph. i. \% — ?o, that Chrift ^^% fore-ordained to 
•* redeem us, before tbe foundation of tbe worlds and St. Paol 
•* affirms, Eph. i. 4, that God, even tbe Father of our Lord Jen 
^ /us Chrift, bath cbofen us in him, htfort the foundation ;f tkt 
** world. 
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party of an authority fbould be concerned? 
out why then covenant ? Why fwcarat all ? 
Why any of this formality ? What meaning 
could there be in the whole bufinefs, unleis 
there were a third party engaged thereby, as 
in the nature of things fuch a tranfaclion 
implies, to enforce the folemn obligation ? 
Were there no magiftrate, no God, no party 

*' By virtue of this antemundane oath, the Man GhriJ^ 7^/^* 
*f was enabled to overcome the Devil and all the enemies of 
** man, and perfcdl his redemption, and from this oath it wat 
** that the ever-blefled THREE were pleafed to take that ^Z^- 
*• rhus zn6 fearful name 9 (D^ut. xxviii. 58.) J.ebo'vah Jleim f 
** glorious J in as much as the tranfadlion, to which it refers, 
** difpJays, in the moil ^/^r/Wj manner, the attributes of God 
•* to men and angels ; drndi fearful, in as much as, by x»ne part 
•* of the oath, eternal and infinite po^wer, Jeho<vab hitnfelfy is 
** engaged to make the enemies ofChrift his foot Jlool, Pf. ex. 1 • 

" Let thofe who, in thefe days ot Arian, Socinian 3nd Rah'* 
*' $imcal blafphemy, have any doubt whether Aleim, when 
«* meaning the true God, ^^i»5i/^?^, is plural or not, confult the 
♦* following paflages, where they will find it joined with. ad- 
'* jedives, pronouns and wtxh^pluraL Gen. i. rt. — iii. 22.— 
*• 3ci. 7 — XX. 13. — xxxi. 53.-T-XXXV. 7. Deut. iv. 7. — v. 23. 
^' or 26. Jofti. xxiv. 19. I Sam. iv. 8. 2 Sam. vii. 23. Pf. 
'* Iviii. 12. Ifa. vi. 8. Jer. x. 10, Dan. iv. 5, 6, 15, or 
*' 8t 9, 18. See alfo Prov. ix. 10. — xxx. 3. Pfal. cxiix. 2, 
5* Ecclef. V. 7. — xii. t. Job v. i. Ifa. vi. 3. — liv. ^. Hof. 
*' xi. T2. or xii. i. Mai. i. 6. Dan. vii, 18, 22, 25. 

" O that the children of Abraham , according to the flejh^ 
*• would attentively confider and compare the texti above cit- 
" cd from their onvn fcriptures ! Could they then help owning 
** a plurality of Aleim in Jehovah ?—t When they read, for in- 
** ftance. Gen; i. 26, that the Aleim f aid y Let us, or we it;///, 
•* make map in our image ^ according to our likenefs — and vcr. 
•* 27. — So the Aleim created man. Sec, and compared thefe 
•' words with Ecclef. xii. i. And remember thy Creators, could 
** they doubt whether Aleim, as applied by Mofes, in the hi f- 
•' lory of the creation, denoted a plurality of agents ? And yet 
•* furely, as faith the prophet Ifaiah. chap. xliv. 24, Jehovah 
** ftr etched forth the heavens iXo'dt^ and fpread abroad the earth 
•* by himlcif, without the aid or concurrence of any creature, 
*' how-exalted fpcver. Coinp. chap. xlii. 5.— xlv. la." 

Parkhurft* s' Hebre<w Lexic9», 



Digitized by 



Google 



Divine Theohy. "Sq 

ftanding by to enforce the engagement, it is 
plain, that the tranfaftion of covenanting 
and IVearing would be without folemnity 
and without meaning. And if it be further 
objefted, that it is given in the divine record^ 
that God fware by himfelf, it may be anfwer- 
ed, that by this, we are not to underftand 
that he fware by his own perfon, but that 
the authority appealed to, was a party in the 
Godhead ; and lb was himfelf, for this is the 
evident truth ; and the contrary would im- 
ply an abfurdity. 

But it is not proper to fay, in every point 
of view, that there could be no failure in this 
cafe ; for, on the part of Chrift, the engage- 
ment was not merely perfonal, but as a fu- 
rtty for a fallible creature; and, on the part 
of the father, that was engaged which, of all 
things, was the moft improbable to take 
place, viz. That death fhould yield life; and 
that a people, whofe name was The Rebelli^ 
ous, Ihoula be willing; and the truth of this 
matter was proved m the faft ; for a failure 
did fo take plate that, by the party of the 
furetyftiip, the forfeiture was incurred, and 
the dreadful ftroke was infli6lcd by th^fword 
of the Lord, which was that power, or third 
party, appealed to m this moft folemn con- 
tfaft. 

Again, a queftion may arife refpefting the 
Holy Ghoft being confidered as the great 
ihtereft refpe6led in this covenant, from the 
circumftance that the fcriptures often allude 
to the church, or the redeemed people of 
Chrift, as being the intereft contemplated io 

M 
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this divine tranfaftian ? The anfwer to tfeb 
Gueftion, is found in the confideration thait 
the church is the vehicle or ttmple of the Ho^ 
ly Ghq/i ; and therefore is, properly and no- 
ceflarily, confidered in the feme view ; hence 
this great intereft of the glory of God is fo 
often exhibited in the name of The Bride^ 
The LarnJ>'s Wife; — and the Lord calls Ifrael 
his Glory. And when we refkft, that the 
church, firft, by the fpirit of obedience ; and 
fccondly, by the fpirit of glory, (hall be fill- 
ed with all the fullnefs of Goa; completely 
filled both with the fpirit of the Father and 
of the Sort y we perceive that this eleft body 
cannot be feparated from a view of this eter- 
nally defired intereft; and that, as it refpefts 
the manifeftation, it will be in the church,f 
that the Holy Ghoft, which is the objeft and 
end of all, will be fully embraced, both by 
the Father and the Son. 

The intereft in a covenant may, or may 
not, be a perfon ; but, in the cafe before usy 
it being of the nature ftated, as that of mar-" 
ryingand giving in marriage, in which the 
intereft is the Bride, it is neceffary fo to con^ 
fider it. Alfo, in the view we have taken 
of covenant tranfaQions, as in their nature 
requiring a third party a^ the witnefs and 
authority, the Holy Ghoft muft of neceflity 
be confidered a perfon ; and indeed, for the 
feme reafon that the firfl and feeond parties 
are called perfoas, the third party muft be 
confidered alfo as being a perfon; for, in this 
relation, all that is meant by the term, is one 
who i^; concerned, and h afting a part, im^ 
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ffwdiately, in the matter of the divine will* 
In this view, therefore, of the divine princi- 
ple, we have a ftriking illuftration of the 
truth of a trinity in unity ; as three perfons 
rafting together, are neceflarily contemplated 
in this divine economy. 

2. To this divine tranfeftion, confidered 
as^he beflowmcnt of a gift, we have already 
bri^y alluded. It is proved, that this rcsA 
fa£i exifted in the eternal divine will, and 
that grace zoas given us in Chrijt Jefus, be^ 
Jore the morLd began ; which grace was the 
eternal life^ Her^ alfo we have the-know ledge 
of three things, which exifted eternally and 
neceflarily in the divine wiil, viz. Sigiver^ a 
receiver, and the ^/iJ heftowed and received; 
^nd in the giver, we here contemplate the 
charafteror truth of the Father; and in the 
^receiver, the truth of Chrift ; and in the eter- 
nal life given, that of the Holy Gho{L 

This a6l of giving us eternal life, which, 
^s has been ftiewn, confifted in giving a com- 
mandment, embracing the divine favour, 
conftituted the glory of the Father. In this 
one aft of his giving a precept and a pro^ 
jnife, or a requirement and a reward, is com- 
prifed, as in its origin, every thing which is 
imported by his name God and the Father^ 
All the honour, ali the high distin6lion, all 
the infinite claims of this adorable chai after, 
arife from his being the propoler, the first 
mover and free difpofer of trie unfpeakable 

Refpefting a receiver, it is requinte to ob- 
iibrve, that a donation may be madc^ though 
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the perfon or perfons for whom it is deligned 
be not prefent ; yea, though fuch be not in 
existence. Many deeds of gift have been 
effeftually made, when the perfons to whom 
the property is given, have been far distant 
and wholly unknowing to the tranfaftion ; 
and many legacies have been bequeathed to 
unborn neirs ; but, in fuch cafes, it is re- 
quired by law, and in the nature of things 
it is nedeffary, that there be appointed a trus- 
tee, who (hould receive charge of the pro- 
perty, under fuitable obligations and bonds, . 
to deliver it over, in due time, to them for 
whom it was defigned. — ^Such a party ex^ 
isted in the eteriial divine will ; who, as the 
nature of the cafe required, received in our 
name the infinite bequest ; and who was laid 
under, and freely took upon him, the high- 
est and most folemn obligations to preferve 
it ; and, in thc/ulnejs of times y to bring for- 
ward the legatees, and put them into full 
poffeflion of the inheritance of glory and 
eternal life. 

It will be obferved, that a trustee, in the 
matter of the divine will, viewed as the be-* 
stowment of a gift, is the fame thing as a 
furety, when the fubjeft is confidered as be-^ 
ing a covenant ; and in this truth of our eter- 
nal life having been at first received by a 
trustee, may be feen the fource of the eternal 
fonfhip. Here is the high origin of the name 
Chrifl ; and of all the offices and honours 
which he fuftains as the Lord and head of the. 
creation — all the glories of his relation, both 
to the Father and to the church, arife from 



Digitized by 



Gqogk 



Divine Theory. g^ 

his being engaged and intrufted with the 
keeping and immediate difpenfing of the 
eternal life and glory of his church and peo- 
ple, according to the Father's good plealure. 

Though our Lord received this intereft 
as a trullee, yet the nature of the thing is 
fuch,that it thus neceffarily became hisown, 
together with that whole bleffed body of 
people, for whom it was defigned; — for 
the receiving of a commandment, implies 
the keeping of it ; and alfo the receiving of 
a blefling, implies the enjoying of it ; — and 
the felial charafter being conftituted by the 
parental commandment and blefling ; — it is 
manifeft, that he who received it immediate- 
ly from the Father, was thereby conftituted the 
Son of God ; as all they who receive it thro' 
him, are thereby alfo conftituted his children. 
The living only can know wjiat life is: J live 
by the Father, fays Chrift ; and he could fay, 
by -experience dcubtlefs, as all his people can 
declare the fame truth — I know that his com- 
mandment is. life ever lofting. The blefled Jefus 
ever traced his own fonfliip, heirftiip, eternal 
life and glory, to the fame fource with that 
of his people, viz. His Father's command- 
ment, in keeping of which there is great re* 
ward. He never preached the vague doc- 
trine held forth by modern expounders and 
commentators, that his eternal life is to be 
antedated to the commandment of the Fa- 
ther, which conftituted him our Lord and 
Redeemer. 

Contemplating this truth, it may be readi- 
ly perceived that, on the one hand, by this 
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fjommandment^ he was made to the Father % 
Son ; and, on the other, by the fame good 
will,, he was made to the church a A^oii.-—* 
This eternal life being, from the beginnings 
configned and intrufted to him ; being re- 
ceived ^nd kept in him ; and finally, being 
manifefted ana difpenfed by him ; is evident- 
ly that oneSiW meritorious thing, which gives 
him his names of Son and Chrift, of Lord 
9nd Saviour; and all his worthy and adora- 
ble claims, both in heaven and on earth. 

Again, from the nature of the fubjeft, it is 
evident, that in this a^ of giving us eternal 
life, God gave n^AU Son: for, this life be- 
ing given to us ip Chrifl as the truftee, the 
charge in its nature required that he fliould 
come into the world, and manifell it ; which, 
could be done only in a w^y of obedience to 
that commandment in which it confided; 
and which, in fuch a world as this, would 
neceffarily lead him to the loweft poflible 
ilate of humiliation. As therefore eternal 
life was given to us in Chrift Jefus, he was, 
in the fame a6i, given to us, even to lay down 
his, life for us ; and his receiving this charge, 
which was properly expreffed in thefe words, 
Lo, J come to do thy will, God, was the free 
offering of liimfelf as a facrifice, and a vo- 
luntary engagement to give his life for th^ 
people. 

Refpefling the gift bellowed upon us in 
Chrift Jefus, this is evidently the Holy Gholt. 
We have Ihewn that the will of God confift- 
td in a commandment embracing ihe divine 
fdvof; fuch a commandment as is necellary 
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<8 form the filial charaftcr. — / know, fays 
Chrift fpeaking of his Father, that his com* 
mandment is life evcrlafting. — He had receiv* 
cd it — ^he had kept it — he lived by the Fa- 
ther — it was his meat and drink to do his 
will ; by experience be knew that this was 
tternal life, and recommending it to the peo- 
ple, he faid, It is the Spirit that quickeneth; 
the flejkprofiteth nothing: The words that I 
fpeak unto you J they ar^ fpirit, and they are 
life. — It appears, therefore, that this com- 
mandment delivered to us by Jefus Chrift 
from the Father, is the gift of eternal life^ 
which we are confidering. 

But this is the fame as the gift of the Holy 
Spirit ; for the commandment given to us by 
Jefus Chrift is fpirit : It is the Spirit thai 
qnickeneth; the words that I fpeak unto you ^ 
they are fpirit. John vi. 63, Tae word of God 
is quick, and powerful, and fJiarper than any 
two edged fword, piercing even to the dividing 
af under of foul and fpirit, and of the joints 
and marrow, and is a difcerner of the thoughts" 
and intents of the heart. IJeb. iv. 12. — And 
this is the Holy Spirit; for by this command- 
ment, or word, does all divine holinefs exift. 
Chrift prayed for his people, faying, SanBiJy 
them through thy truth; thy word is truth. — ' 
By this Chrift himfelf was fet ^^^n, fandifi^ 
ed, dndfent into the world, John x, 36; he re- 
ceived and kept the commandment, or word 
oFGod, that he might give it to his people; 
wherefore he faid, For their fakes I fanEllfy 
'myfeif, that i hey alfo might he fanElifitd thro* 
^e truth., John xyii. 19, And it is alfo evir 
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dent, that the Father is called holy, becaiife 
this holy fanSii/ying commsLudmeni h given 
from him. — It is evident, therefore, that the 
^i/'i of eternal life, which confifts in the pa- 
rental commandment embracing the love of 
God, is the fame as the gift qf the Holy 
Spirit. 

Hence the Holy Ghoft is called the profn- 
ife of the Father; and, as being the fullnefs 
of the parental bleffing given to us in Chrift 
Jefus in the covenant of redemption ; the 
ihedding forth of the Holy Ghoft on the diy 
of Pentecoft, was fpoken of by Peter, as the 
fulfilment of the Father's promifetohisSon, 
and the completion of his grace to the church 
thro' him: 1 herefore being by the right hand 
c/God exalted, and having received of the Fa- 
ther the promifc qf the Holy Ghojl, he hath 
Jhed forth this which ye now fee and hear, A6ls 
ii. 33.— And John, fpeaking of the Holy 
Ghoft, which he calls an un£lion from the 
Holy One, 1 Epif. ii. 25, fays. This is the 
promife that he hath promifed us, even eter^ 
nal life. 

It is, therefore, mantfcft, that the Father, 
in giving to the Son his parental command- 
ment, which is eternal life, gave neceffarily 
to him the infinite bleffing ofthe Holy Ghoft; 
thefe things are in their nature infeparable ; 
and in giving to his Son this commandment 
in all its infinite length and breadth, the Fa- 
ther gave not the Spirit by meafure unto him, 
John iii. 34, In receiving this eternal law of 
fonftiip, Jefus Chrift received all power in 
heaven and in eartli. In his keeping this pa- 
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tttiul commandment^ in him are hid all the 
treafures of zoifdom and knowledge; and in 
liis difpenfing it to his people, he gives them 
power to become the forts of God. So plain it 
is, that the rich gift ofGod^ which is eternal 
life, even the Holy Gh^, is comprifed in the 
parental commandment: which, with regard 
to us, was given to the Beloved before the 
world began, and which is now manifefted 
vnto us through Jefus Chrijjt our Lord. 

That this eternal life is a (li(lin6l thing from 
cither the Father or the Son is evident, be- 
caufc, were it not di(lin£l from the Father, 
his giving it would have been merely the giv- 
ing of himfelf ; but, in the divine record this 
gift appears ever as being diftinS from the 
giver, and as given forth /r^m the Father. 
And were it not alfo diftindi from the Son, it 
could not be faid with propriet)^, as it often 
is in the fcriptures, that it was given to us in 
him. 

. And that the Holy Ghoft is a diflinEi party 
in the divine will, is moft apparent from the 
current language of the fcriptures ; a (ingle 
paflai^e may be fufiicient to (hew fuch a di- 
ftinftion; fee John xv. 26.— But when the 
Comforter is come, whom I will fend unto you 
from the Father, even the Spirit of Truth, 
which proceedethfrom the Father, hejhall tef 
tify of me. — Here it appears that the Holy 
Spirit is not the Father, for he comesyrom 
the Father, and proceedeth from the Father ; 
neither is he the Son, for he \sfent by the Son, 
and he tejiifies of him; and that he is ant 
agent, or attive party in the divine will, ap-. 
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pears from his being /^n</ from his cot^ir^ 
9nd proceeding from the Father ; and from tm 
offices he bears,^ and the wonrk he performs^ oi 
a mtnefs to thei truth ©^ Chrift>: and a Com^ 
Jorter to hik people. 

. Andr afide from the evidence arifing fror» 

the ftyle of the fcriptqres, ih^ nature of th^ 

gift of God y {hews that it is adiftinfl: party i» 

Ihc divine.will^for it is life; and life implies 

aftivity^ anti aSivity, in the matter of a wiH^ 

implies willing, and willing denotes a perlbn. 

The giving forth of this commandment, oxs 

the proceeding o£ the Holy Ghoft^ conftitut- 

ed the;*^^r7i2i^ of him from whom he was* 

given forth and proceeded ;: and the receiving, 

of the commandment, or the coming upcm^ 

abiding or refiing of the Holy Ghoft,^ conftiv, 

tnted'heyZ>?5/^Aty? of him. upon whom he came^ 

and by whom he was receivcd.-^An fl^g-^nc)^ 

of the Holy Ghoft^ therefoye>. conftiiuted the 

charafters^ the relations, and the eternal glo** 

ries of both the Father and the Son ; fo that^^ 

if it were poffible, there is lefs room to doubt 

of tht perfonality^of the Holy Ghoft, thaii» 

there is of that o£ either the £athex ob the' 

Soki. 

Of the truths therefore, .of three perfoiw 
aSting together in this matter of the^,g7vi« of 
eterrvai kje^ which was ^gi vea to us in Cbrift Je*> 
fiis before dieworldliegaTiv this^view of the' 
divine pxdnciple afEcM:d£. the cleared illuiira^ 

.3. From th(* iHuff radon* aiready given of 
the divine principle, it appears^that in tracing 
oat^^wrMiouArk tk^ voluntary fertfe, it i^n^ 
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tttf^Tf cmly to en^^iuirfeibr three tilings ; fi rft, a 
kead, or onfe whoexetcifes authority andconn* 
mand, fueh as is neceifary to form the filial 
jcharaSer ; kcovidly^^fuijj€B,<)r one brought 
under fuch authority and command, and fo 
becoming a fon ; and, tl^rdly^zcijfmmii^dmeTU^ 
fvich as carries the authority, and embraces 
the favor of the head ; or a precept clothed 
with fCffedual power to form the child, and 
to give the reward of filial obedience, Avhich 
is the heirfeip of the parental eftate, or the 
inheritance of the fame authority and com* 
mand; andthefe things are found exifting, 
necefTarily and eternally^ in the divine wilU 
And it has been Ihewn, that there is an ever^ 
lading Father, or one who exercifcd this au- 
thority, before the world began; alfo, that 
there is an eternal Son, or one who was the 
fubjeft of this comman4, ^nd the objeft of 
this favor^ before the world exiftcd. Ar-d the 
feature of the divine authority proves that 
the Spirit is alfo eternal. The ejfitlence of 
the precept and promife of God, which is 
fpirit and life, is involved in the exiftcnce of 
ints parental authority and filial duty^ 

Agur, in his prophecy, lamenting that he 
had not the knowledge of the holy^ whilft ear- 
neftly inquiring after the truth, as every 
holy foul is, being directed by the fpirit of 
infpiration, he gave the anfwer to the great 
queftion refpefting the knov/Iedge of the Fa- 
ther and his Son, which is eternal life, in the 
fame words in which he afked it. 

Who hath afcended up into heaven, or des^ 
sended^ Who ho^h gathered the mn^ in his 
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^s ? Who hath bound th^ waters in a garu 
ment ? Who hath efiahlijked all the ends of the. 
earth ? What is his name^ and what is his Son's 
name, if thou canjl tell? 

The inquiry, in thefe wards is, evidently^ 
concerning the divine principle; and the 
whole fubjeft is here defcribed- — Firft, The 

flory of Chrift — Who hath afcended up into 
eaven, or defr ended P — We have the autho- 
rity of the apoftle, for confidering this as a 
delcription of Chrift & humiliation and exal- 
tation ; and as intending his defcendivg and 
afcending; in which order he conflru6is the 
paffage. — Secondly, The glory of the Fa- 
ther in him-'^Who haih gathered the vdnd in 
hisjijls ? Who hath bound the water sin agar^ 
ment? who hath ejtabli filed ail the ends of the 
earth? This is plainly a defcription of the 
divine authority and command.-^And, third-r 
ly, The Holy Spirit which is the agent em- 
ployed in the e^^ecutiou of this authority, 
called his fijls, a garment , &c. — Thefe qucf- 
lions are put in a manner which imports^ 
that the inquirer felt that he who could an- 
fwer them, and tell the name of the living and 
true God, and his Son's name^ had learned wif- 
dam, and had received the knowledge of the 
holy, and had attained the objeft which is 
the ultimate of all true dcfires. 

VVhat \% here given, may be confidered as 
the fuperfcription oi the book ofthegenerati^ 
on of Jefus Chrijl — fo much only of this 
thing did Gpd's ancient people know ; for to 
them the book was fealea. And though we 
live in gofpel-times, ye^ how few of iis haVQ 
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h imieh of the knowledge of Jefus CJhrift as 
hid A^ur ! Bccaufe he had attained no 
more divine knowledge, he thought himfelf 
not to have the underfiandinj^ of a man; 
and he efteemed himfelf brutijh^ viz. being 
fomewhat below the proper dignity of a 
man; but he who has not attained fo much, 
muft be thought a mere brute. 

As brfef, however, as his knowledge was, 
he dared not like many in thefe days, to add , 
^ unto the words of God, left he (hould be 
riprovedy and he be found a liar. Folded 
as it was, he ftill kept to the book — the di- 
vine will unfolding in Jefus Chrift, in his 
dejcending and afcending^ was his Alpha and 
Omega — he was content to begin at the be^ 
ginning of tlie creation of God ; or with that 
aft of the divine will which, in the effeft, 
fent Jefiis Chrift into the world ; and he was 
content alfo to end at the ends of the earth. 

The folemn queftion, what is God ? as it 
was put by this noly infpired man, is merely 
this, what has God wrought ? As though he 
had faid, tell me what God has done? Open 
to me this matter of his defcending and as- 
cending? Unfold the afts of divine govern* 
ment; of his gathering the wind in hisfifts; 
ot- binding the waters in a garment ; and, 
finally of eflabliftiing all the ends of the 
earth ? Do this, and you will anfwer my 
great queftion — do this and you will ex- 
plain the truth of the Father and the Son, 
m which is eternal life \ he who can do this, 
has the knowledge of the holy, and can tell 
7/l)hat'is his name and what is his ^on's name. 
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By the powei of the Spirit, of which tfei 
rrnia is the emblem, Jefqs Chrift Was fcnt into 
the world — by this power, in the hands of 
the Father, as the wind gathered in his Jijis\ 
he went and returned, was carryed up ancl 
down ; and, by this, he learned obedience, 
and was formed, as a fon, according to hi; 
Father's will ; and finally, by this, he is re* 
warded as a fon, by being filled with all its 
infinite fulnefs, and by difpenfing the fame 
to his church and people ; — And being fent 
into the world by this high authority, be* 
hold ! the waters ^Ifo, the great deep, which 
is the emblem of his humiliation and fpffer-r 
ings — even death and hell are controlled| 
and, as it were, bound in a garnient ; which i$ 
the emblem of God's truth and faithfulpefs^ 
wherein he had promifed to him, that he 
would not leave his foul in hell, neither 
would he fuffer his holy one to fee corruption^ 
Again, look away to the ends of the worldi, 
and contemplate the bleffed iflue of the n^e^ 
tiiatorial work of Jefus Chrift, in the fina) 
ejiablijhment, peace, and glory of his ever* 
lading kingdom. The ends of the earth, or 
ends 0/ the xoorld, is a phrafe often ufed in 
the fcriptures, to denote the prefent and the 
future itate of the gofpel kingdom, in the 
times of the reftitution of all things, when it 
is promifed that all the ends of the earthJJiall 
fethefalvation of our God. 

Wherever we have a clear view given us 
of the divine principle, we are led to con* 
template the truth of the threefold Jiate oi 
Chrift, and that alfo of the world or his king- 
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d^MXiy la.perfeQ confonnity to him as the 
Head ana Lord of all ; for this divine theo^ 
ty unfolds neceflarily from the divine will. 
This remark is illuftrated in the view before 
t^s. The gathering of the wind in his fifts is a 
proper defcription of the kingdom of nature; 
the binding of the waters in a garment, is a 
natural defcription of the kingdom of grace ; 
amd the eftablifliing of all the ends of the 
earth, is a beautiful defcription of the king- 
dom of glorv. And this was all that the holy 
man dcnrcQ to know; and what more can 



the wife in heart defire? It was this book of 
the kingdom which fully opens, in the future 
glory of Jefus Chrifl: and his people, that 
John the Rcvelator Jam. in the ri^ht hand of 
him thatfai upon the throne^ written within 
and on the backfide^ fealed withfevcnfeals ; 
concerning which he wept mach^ becaufe no 
man was found wortliy to open and to read the 
book^ neither to look thereon; but, thanks be 
to God, it is the high and diftinguifhing pri- 
tilpge Qithe children of the kingdom, that tor 
ifiem it is given to know its rr^flmes, being 
experimentally and effcftually taught them, 
by the.fpirit and power of the lioly humbling 
commandment of Jefus Chrift, and by the 
confolation of his blefled exalting promife, 
, This paffage affords evidence that Agur 
was a great prophet; for^ though lie could 
liot read it, yet he faithfully held the book o£ 
the generation of the Son of God in his. 
hand-^ and like a certain preacher, who, af- 
ter puzzling a while at the text, made a fo- 
lemn imprellion upon his hearers, by the an- 
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xious manner in which he held outthe bt^i^^ 
faying, ** The truth is here, in this book/'—* 
Such alfo was John the Baptift, he took good 
heed to teftify as he was prompted, and he 
fet to his feaL that God is true; yet the name 
of the Father^ and his Son's name, as defcend- 
ing andafcending, he could but AaiJT read ; but 
when he found his mind embarraffed, and his 
own text beyond his fkill, he fought to be a 
difciple in the new fchool, and fent to Chrift 
himlelf, that he fhould tell him who he was« 
— ^Verily, fuch men as thefe are the greateft 
among them that are born of women: not- 
withftanding, the little child, in the kingdom 
of heaven, born of the Father, is greater than 
"they; for he can read/ down and up, back- 
ward and forward, the whole divine alphabet; 
he can tell, what is his nome^ and what is his 
Jon's name: He cries, Abba,, father : he knows 
the Father, by knowing in duty the Son ; for 
he has taken the voke or Chrift, which A^ topk 
by the comma na of his Father, and has learn- 
ed of him obedience to the Father of Spirits ; 
and, alfo, he knows the Father by experienc- 
ing his favour; for the love of God is^fhed 
abroad in his heart by the Holy Ghojl; and, 
with Jefus Chrift, who is his pattern, and, a^ 
it were, his elder brother, in this way of duty 
andobedience, hehas found refl tohis font: 
he i$ born cf God: In this very truth of the 
generation of the eternal Son of God, con- 
fifts the regeneration of his people. — I write 
unto you, little Children, fays John, becaufe 
ye have known the Father. 

In this illuftration, the vifion of Ifaiah, 
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C^ftp. in, when he faw the glory' o^ Chrift, 
ixndfpake of him, muft not be omitted. 

In tht year that king Uzziah died, I fata 
iUfo the Lord fitting upon a throne, high and 
lifted up, and his train filled the temple. 

Here alfois unfolded the Divine Theory. 
Firft, he faw the Lord fitting high^ which 
wordexprefles his primitive glory. — Second- 
ly, he was lifted up — which words dcfcribe 
both his ftate of humiliation and exaltation ; 
for, that he afcended, was lifted up, or exalt-* 
tdy *^ what is it, but that he firft defcended,"" or 
was ahafed? In this view of the glory of 
Chrift, we contemplate three diftinft agents. 
One who lifts up, another who is lifted up» 
and a third called his train, which filled the 
temple. 

Above it flood ike Seraphim ; each one had 
fix wings; -with twain tie covered his face, 
emd with twain he covered his feet, and ndth 
twain he did fly. And one cried unto ano- 
ther, and f aid, holy, holy, holy, is the Lord 
of Hofts, the whole earth is full of his glory. 

The Seraphim appearing with a threefold 
twain of wings, gives us a complete view of 
the creation of God. Firft, di face, vfith a 
wing on each fide, is defcriptive of the pri- 
mitive glory of the creation, and that it con- 
lifted ot two parts, that of the angels and that 
of men ; which were, at firft, fo united as to 
form but dne face, or one glory; and this 
fcice being covered, ftiews that by the fall, 
and the entrance df fin and death into the 
world, all this glory was obfcurcd, and the 
whole creation put into a ftate of confine* 

O 
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raent ; and as both wiorlds^ of angels and 
men, were united in the great principle of the 
creation, they are, together, cffeftcd by the 
fall of man, and the tubfequent bondage.— 
Secondly, the fctt are expreffive of the fer- 
vice-ftate ; and thefe aKp being covered, is 
defcriptive of the humiliation and fuffering 
of this flate; and the twa feet, each being 
covered with a wing, fhews that the angels^ 
together with men, partake of this fervice, 
arnd have alfo a fympathy in this humiliation 
and fuflfering. — And thirdly, their foaring 
away together, with outftretched wings, in at 
concert of the higheft praife, gives us a view 
of the freedom, elevation and felicity, of the 
ftate of glory, when the whole creation fliali 
be delivered from the bondage of corruption 
into the glorious liberty of the chlidren of 
God. 

The concert of high praife, reprefented^ 
here, is doubtlefs the fame that John more 
di(linfi:ly heard. Rev. v, 13. And every crea* 
ture htari I faying^ ^^iffi'^g^ ojid honour, and 
glory, and power, be unto him thotjitteth upon 
the throne and unto the Lamb for ever and 
eoer. The Seraphim cried, one unto ano* 
ther, faying, holy^ holy, holy, is the Lord of 
Hofts ; the whole earth is full of his glory i-^ 
which, we know, will be the bleflfed refult of 
this fcene of wonders. 

Again, the thrice uttered afcription of koly, 
feems naturally to intend the three perfons 
of the adorable Triniiy ; as, holy is he who 
has lifted up, or Jet his King upon his holy 
hill of Zion ; holy is he who.zi lifted up, and 
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is fet upon his holy throne; and Ao^ is his 
train, or th^t fiozof^r, by which all his work 
^nd all his glory is accomplifhed. The fame 
alfo, according to the Theory, applies to the 
feveral ftates of Chrift ; as holy is he whQ 
was high; ho/yis he who was abafed; and 
holy is he who is exalted. 

And the pojis of the door moved at the voice 
^fhim thatcried, mid the temple was filled with 

Jmoke. 

This view imports, that the Lord waf 
coming into the world, to give the exhibiti? 
on of his glory. And, as, in the Revelation, 
and other places of fcripturc, where thegran4 
concert is exhibited, it is obferved that one 
voice, as the leader or mafter of the choir, i^ 
ever cjiftin^uilhed ; fo here, at the voice o£ 
hirti that cried, a leading one, the polls of the 
door moved ; which indicates the fame thing 
as the removing of the pillars of creation^ 
and the confequent paffing away of the wholo 
natural frame of the heavens and the earthy 

, at the voice of the Archangel. 

The view we have here, and which is ever 
given of the Seraphim, is wonderful ; and, 
leads to the idea qt fomething more thancre* 
ated glory; and this is indeed the truth, for 
Ghrilt, in the divine conftitution^ is alTociat* 
ed with the worlds, and is himfeJf the Bsgin^ 
ning of the Creation ^ the Lordof Hojls, and the 
M^er of AJfemblies. 

Then f aid /, Woe is me ! for I amundone ; be* 
caufe lam a man of unclean lips, and I dwdl 
in the midjl of €l people of unclean lips; for 
mine eyes have feen the Kiiig^ tlic Lord of 
HqJIs. 
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It may be obferved here, that the eflfeft of 
this vifion upon Ifaiah, was very (imilar to 
that of the illumination of Agur upon him* 
Agur cries. Surely I am more bruitijh than 
any m^n, and have not the widerjlanaing of ei, 
man : I neither learned wifdom^ nor hopue the 
knowledge oj the holy. And Ifaiah exclaims. 
Woe is me, for I am undone, &c. It is evi- 
dent, however, that Ifaiah was much the 
deepeft affefted. Agur's illuminations were 
fuch as theirs who, as Job expreffed it, had^ 
f^ard of the Lord by the hearing of the ear; 
and it feems that, till this time, fuch had 
been the knowledge of Ifaiah; but now his 
eyes faw him, ^and he received impreffions, 
foch as before he had never known ; tfpeci* 
ally when one of the Seraphim flew unto 
him, having a live coal in his hand, which 
he had taken with the tongs from off the altar ; 
and when he felt the tremendous touch there- 
of upon his lips, and had experienced the 
glonous, humiliating, fanftifying effeft. 

Alfo I heard the voice of the Lord, faying. 
Whom Jhall 1 fend? and. Who will go for 
us? 

Here, again, we have a view of the divine 
principle, the eternal voluntary generation; 
and we obferve three perfons immediately 
concerned in the tranfaflion; one wIk) fends, 
commands, and fays, Go; another' who is 
fent, commanded, and is bidden j Go; and a • 
third who is fpoken to by the firft, and is 
cbnfulted as being interefted in the concern : 
yVhom flialL J fend? and. Who will go for us? 
Thenfaid J, Here am I; fend me. 
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• In Ifaiah's offering himfelf fo readily, to 
go upon fuch an errand, as foon as it was 
moved, he was a wonderful type of the Son 
of God; wherefore, in like mannqr he was 
fent to the people, to carry to them upon his 
hps, xhcfpirit of burning, the fire of the al^ 
tar, (i. e.) the ^^(?Zr^ne for which Jefus Chrift 
died; which could not fail to make him a fa- 
crifice; and which, being a favour of death 
in them who believe not, muft reduce fuch a 
people, as this to whom he was fent, to ar^mr 
nant; and even they mull be brought to the 
Jowell Hate of humiliation, and be faved in 
fo myflerious a way, as by fire; but, for his 
reward, he was promifed Levi's portion, the 
bleffed reward of the Jantluary; he fhould 
have the tenth; which fhould be brought in> 
found and good; fo that it fhould be, for 
fabftance, as the whole produ6l of the field 
and vineyard; like, as the weight and fub- 
flance of the teil trte, and the oak, remain in 
them when they have call their leaves ; for^ 
fuch fhall be the holy feed, promifed to Chrill. 
And he /aid. Go, and tell this people, Hear 
ye indeed, but under jland not; and fee ye in- 
deed, but perceive not. Make the heart of this 
people fat, and make t/ieir ears heavy, andfhut 
their eyes; lejl they fee wilh their eyes, and 
hear with their eai's, and undeijfand with 
their heart, and convert, and be healed. Then 
faid /, Lord, How long? And he anfwered, 
until the cities bewailed without inhabitant, 
and the houfes without man, and the IdYid 
be utterly defolate. — And the Lord have re- 
moved men far away, and there be a great 
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forraking inthetnidft of the land. Butyetift 
it Jhall h (I tenth, and it /hall return, zr^ 
Ihall be eaten: as a teil tree, and as an oak# 
^kofe fubftance is in them, when they caft their 
leaves : fo the holy kcd Jhall be tfie fubftance 
thereof* 

The prayer of Agur, Give me neither pa^ 
verty nor riches; which, indeed, is the height 
of natural vrifdom; fhews the truth of his 
confeffion, how much he was lacking in th^ 
knowledge of the Holy : The foaring fpirit* 
of Ifaiah could not (lop at fuch a mediberi* 
ty; but, like the chriftian foldier, he' fought 
for riches, he reached for glory, the twofold 
glory of the crofs and crown : like bleffed 
raul, he afpired to in^^ro Chrift, and thej^^zi^- 
er of his refurre£Uon, b^ingmade conformable 
unto his death: in the view of a fervice, which 
would make him poor, very poor; and a ret 
ward, which would make him rich, very rich ; 
he faid, Here am I; fend me! this, in reality, 
was faying, Give me both poverty and rich^ 
esT And, like the Lord of Glory, for the joy 
that was fet before him, at the right handf of 
the throne of God, he would gladly endure 
the crofs and defpife thefhame. — Bleffed are;' 
the Sons of God I — Yea, faith the Spirit, / 
know thy poverty ; but thou a'^t rich. 

If any of thefc obfervatipns are fuppofedi 
to be fomewhat afide from the fubje6l: it 
will, however, be acknowledged, that the paf- 
fages which have dire6ted them, are among' 
the moft remarkable relative to the doflrine 
of the Father and the Son, and afford the 
beft itluilrations of the truth of the divine ge-» 
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aeration^ which are to be found in the anci* 
pEkt fcriptures. 

4. A fellowfhip, wherein two or more par- 
ties become united in one common inlereft^* 
n another thing by which the divine princi- 
ple is much ilkiftrated in the fcriptures : two 
parties n^y compofe a fellowfhip^ but an in«* 
tereft, common to both, is neceffarily fuppof^ 
ed in fuch a community; which, as has been 
ftewn^ may alfo be a party; in this cafe, at 
silready illuftrated, the intereft is the Holy 
Gboft; and it will be kept in mind, that thi^ 
b the fame thing which has been pointed 
out, as the interefl in the eternal covenant — 
the gift which God has beftowed upon us, or 
that commandment of the Father which era* 
braces the divine favor ^ by which is the eter- 
aal generation of the Son of God^ and the 
icgeneration of his people. 

Whatever be the concern ; whether in fome 
bufinefs of manufafture^ of farming, or of 
trade, a fellowfhip is ufually denominated 
and diflinguiflied by the nature of the inter- 
eft ; fo this matter of the divine glory is flyl- 
ed lYit J ellowjhip of the Spirit, or the com'nm^ 
Tuon of the Holy GhoJi^-^The confolation in 
Chrift, which is the gift of love, or the com- 
fort of love^ from the Father ; is fly led theyW- 
hvdfkip of the Spirit; and, therefore, in this 
one thing, 7 he grace efthe Lord Jefus thrift^ 
and the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Ghqfi, is fummed up the gofpel bc- 
iiedi6lion. 

The Father is known in this fellowfhip, if 
I may be allowed the ufe of the cQmmon ex^ 
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predion, by his advaraHng the capital: Tl» 
Son is known in it, by his taking charge of 
the invaluable property, to occupy it, im- 
prove and difpcnfe it, to the greaiell advan^^ 
lage; fo that it fhould yield a vatt profit, 
atnd produce an immenfe incomeand reve- 
nue: and the Holy Spirit is in it by his pro* 
ceeding freely from the Father to the Son, to. 
be appropriated under his hand, and difpen- 
fed abroad for the common interejl^ (i. e*) for 
the glory of the Father, and of the Soi*^ 
which is infeparablefrom his own glory ; and, 
as this matter has been laid down, it may bo 
fcen that this, in its nature, is a common in* 
tereft ; for, the glory of the Father cannot be 
feparated from the glory of the Son, and the 
glory of the Son cannot be feparated from 
that of the Father, and the glory of the Holy 
Gholl cannot be feparated from either. This 
fellowftiip, then; confills of both the inherit- 
ance and the family of God; itis compofcd 
of the Giver of the eternal life, of the inherit: 
tance itfclf^ and of the inheritors of the eter- 
nal kingdom. 

But, how are men brought into this hdly, 
and bleffed feilowfliip? Here is the manifold 
wifdom of God! Here are the riches of his 
glory — the exceeding riches of his grace!—- 
rkat which we have Jeen and heard declare we 
unto you, that ye alfo may have fellowjkip zvitA 
Us; and truly ourjelloxvjhip is xoith the Father , 
and with his Son Jefus Chrijl. \ John i. q^— 
The fcllow(hip of the faints generally is here 
carried up to the highefl: fource; for, they 
have received the word of lije ^whxch, has 



Digitized by 



Google 
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difciples of Chrift, who have declared and 
witneffed unto them this truth; and fo, com- 
ing into fellowChip with them, all believers 
have fellowihip one with another: And theji 
difctples, receiving the commandment^ which 
is eternal life, as it was manifefted and wit- 
ncflfed unto ihem by the Lord himfelf, came 
into the holy fellowfhip with him ; and as 
this is " that eternal life which was with the 
father;'' even his kingdom, his power, and 
his' glory, in which the fellowihip of the Fa- 
ther and Son confifts ; it may be faid, that 
truly eurfellazu/kifi is with the Father , and mth 
his Son jfefus Chriji. 

^ This diftin£lidn among the faints, of par- 
ticular and general, is founded in the cove- 
nant made with Abraham: He was taken 
into this blefled and holy fellowfhip, by an 
explicit covenant, wherein God promifed to 
be a God unto him and to his feeo ; by which 
he became intitled to this eternal inheritance^ 
and was made the heir of the worlds But, by 
an anicJe inferted in this ancient charter of 
the inheritance of the faints^ given to Abra^ 
htm and his feed, viz. That in him, &€• 
fhould all the families of the earth be hlejfed; 
the door was opened for the poor Gentiles, 
who were far off, to come in and partake of 
the infinite bleffing: Wherefore, m or by 
Jefus Chritt, who was of the feed of Abraham, 
the word of life was fent to the Gentiles: He 
direfted^ he commanded^ that the Gofpel,the 
^unfearchable riches of his grace, fhould be 
preached untoms, that we alfg might knov 
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the Father, and his Son Jefus Chrift, an J^fc^ 
faved. — But this, agreeably to the ancic^t^- 
compaft with Abrahami who, by this cover* 
nant, was made the Father ofallthemihat be^ 
Lieve; — thi», I fay, naull all be done inftru- 
mentally, by Abraham and hi$ feed;, there- 
for^ the Apoftles of Jefus Chrjft, even the- 
Apoflle to the Gentik§, were all of the feed- 
of Abraham ; hence the Apoflle John, in hi^- 
cpift^e gcqcral, makes a dillinflion, and ufes* 
t£e llyle o^u^ ^u^ you; That which we have 
Jeen and heard declare we unto you, thatye^ 
aifo'Tmy have fdlowjhip with^ us: andtruly^ 
Qurf^Uowflvp U mthttu Father^ and with his* 
Son Jefus Chrijt. . , - 

. A difti«£lidi>, fome\i^hat of the fame na- 
ture, exiiled-in the ancient church, between* 
ihc tribe of Levij who had the charge of the^ 
law and miniftration^ of thd altar, and the? 
people of Ifrael; and alfo,in the matters o£ 
the kingcjom, between Jwdali and Ephrairo^ 
or the body of the nation; and l<?mething oF 
this, aature everexifb between them who mi- 
nifter in holy things, and theni-who are mi^ 
nidered ui^tp^, who may ever efleem it both 
their.duty and privilfge to make fome fuiDa* 
ble return^ as the' Apoflle faid in commen- 
dation of the Philippians-, chap, iv, verfe 154 
Ihat in the beginrwng of the gafpel^ they only* 
communicated^ or had {eliowlhip w>ith hira^^ 
(Ls concerning giving and receiving.r 

Qui m what manner flipuld we fpeak oiF 
this difpenfaiion of the grace of God touard 
us; that the Gentiles JJuiuLd ^(? fellow-heirs 
mth the holy ApqJUcs and ProJ^iets, and of the 
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fame body, and partakers of his promife in 
<:hri/t by the GofpeL — Wherof Pdul^was made 
^rninifier, according to the giftof the grace of 
God^ by the ejf^ual working of his power ^^--t- 
<o make n\\ mtxijee what is the fellowniip of 
•the myftery, which; from the beginning of the 
-world had been hid in God, who created alt 
things by Jefiu Ghrifi: To the intent that now 
^nto principaiities and powers, in heavenly pla-^ 
«.r, might be known ^ the church the manifold 
kjoifdovi of God, according to the eternal pun- 
^ofe which he purpofcd in Chnift Jefas ow 
Lord. — This is a fubjetl furnifhed amply to 
f II the mind with wonder, and to make the 
-foul exult ifor ever, and cry with the Apoftid, 
i) the depth of ihe riches, both of the wifdom 
^nd knowledge of Godi — ^Oh, the unfearchar 
h\e riches of ChrifH 

But there is another view of this fubjeS 
•which muii not be pafled over, viz. The feti- 
4ox\^ip of 4,h€ fufferings ofChrijt. — This, a- 
-gain, will lea^ to the contemplation of the 
divine principle, and afford an illtiftration of 
the truth 6f the holy Trinity,and of the part 
taken by each divine perfon in this glorious 
•matter of the purpofe and grace of ^ God. — 
The folemn and ailonifhing fcene is defcrib* 
^d, Zech. xiii. 7, Awake, Ofword.againjlwy 
JJiepherd, and againjl the man that is my fellow, 
faith the Lord of tiojis: fmitethe jhebherd^ 
und thejheepjhallbejcedtered: and I will turn 
mine hand upon the little ones. — Here we con^ 
template the three perfons in the Godhead, in 
4:heir diflin61: relations: — Firft, 7A^ Lord, as 
iultaiajfngan authority and the rights of gov- 
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eminent : Secondly, His Shepherd, who i» hir 
Fellow; and^ Thirdly, The Swerd, which » 
addrefled as a perfon, and which slGLs the parit 
-of an executor in the divine will. 

In confidering the nature of a covenants 
tjranfa£lion, it has been noticed, that a third 
toarty is requifite in order to witnefs and en- 
force the obligations :^r-Thus, The elders of 
Gileadfaid unto Jephthah, The Lord be tdt* 
Ttefs^ or hearer, betxoeen tis,ifwe do notfo acr 
wording to thy words. Judges xi. lo* — And 
cur Lord proved, againd the Scribes and 
Pharifees, the binding nature of an oath, ta^ 
ken even by the altar, by the temple, or by 
Jieaven; bccaufe, Whofojhalljwear bytke iU^ 
tar^fweareth by it, and by all things thereon : 
mid whofo Jhall Jvyear by the templeyfwear^ 
by it, and by him that dwelleth therein: and 
he that Jhall /wear by heaven, fweareih 4y the 
throne of God, and by him thatJiUeth thereon. 
All which {hews the.neccffity ofathirdpar* 
ty being engaged in fuch folemn tranfa^Hons^ 
who is able to enforce the fulfilment of the 
ftipulations, or, in a way of public jufticc, to 
avenge the wrong. 

It has alfo been noticed that, in the eter- 
nal covenant, the Lord Chrift ftood engaged 
as a furety or iruftee for his people ; all of 
whom, like loft ftieep, had gone aftray ; and, 
iherefofe, he became liable to that areadful 
curfe by which the covenant was folemni?* 
ed,^nd, under the infinite weight of which^ 
he ftood bound. And this covenant relati^ 
on 6f Chrift to his people, is expreffed in 
this paflkge by his name^ the Shepherd ; wbic^ 
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oaixie is ufed and repeated in a manner that 
feeims intended to import the ground of his 
being fmitten, u e. becaufe he is the Shep* 
herd^ and is at the head of the flock, and is 
their furcty or iponfon He is alfo called by 
the Lord fus Fellow ^ by which name he is 
pointed out as (landing fingly and alone as 
Jhirety m the covenant, and as being wholly 
refponfible as the' contra6lor with him; — 
and it evidently imports that there was an 
immediate fellowlhip between them in the 
high concern. And as in this mod folema 
matter^ the holy fpirit was the power engag- 
ed to perform the part of the witnefs between, 
the parties, according to the tenor of the 
oath, he is here called upon to awake, which 
is the word commonly ufed in the fcriptures 
whpn the magiftrate, even God himfelf, is 
addrefled, in moving for judgment; and he 
is called upon by the name o\ Sword, as fig- 
nifyinig the nature of the work, which, on his 
pari was engaged, and he was now moved to 
perform. 

Here, then, we have a view of the part of 
the Father, in the fellowfhip of the fufferings 
of Chrift, in his offering up, in relaton to us^ 
his only begotten and dearly beloved Son; 
together, with the part of the Son himfelf, in 
being by his free confent, the offering, or the 
Lamb of facrifice: and alfo, of the part of 
the Holy Ghoft, in being the Suwd to per- 
form this moft holy fervice of the altar, and 
fo,to execute a deed in which every idea of 
love and truth were united, and every cir* 
cumftance of tendernefs aqd faithrultiefs were 
mingled. 
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And, faith the Lord of Hofts, I will tui% 
mine hand upon the little ones. Does not tlii? 
found harfti, and favour of hartjnefs ? / wiM 
fmite the Shepherd^ and the Jhetp of thefiock 
JkaE befcattered abroad ; dnd I will turn miwe 
hand upon the little ones. Does not this feem 
forbidding? No, not to them who are fanc- 
ttfied by God the Father, andhy the fprinkr 
iing of the blood of Jefus Ghrifti for they 
4iave been taught effedualhr, that the croK 
and the crown;, the cup of wormwood and 
-gall, and the wine of the kingdom; the 
%^rounded broken fpirit, and the oH of conAy- 
lation ; the jbaptilm <d Ch rift's burial, and 
the baptifm of his fpirit poured fr-om on high*; 
the feilowfhip of his fufferings, and the fel- 
ipwfhip of his glory ; are things infeparabie 
in the divine will, and indifpenrablyneceffary 
in forming and making perfeft the fons of 
the living God, 

Wherefore, the apollle took pkafure in 
infirmities^ and gloried in tribulations ; ye^ 
doubtlefs, faid he, / count all things but Lofs^ 
for the excellency of the knowledge of Chrifi 
Jefus my Lord; for whom I havefuffered tkk 
lofs of all things^ and do ccunt them iut dunr 
that I may win Chnfi — I hat I Tnayknow him^ 
and the power of his refurr^Elion and the feU 
jowjhp of his fufferings ^ being made conform-^ 
able unto his death; if by any means I might 
nUain itnlo the refurreEii'on of the dead. 

5, 1 he aft of mauguration, or of fetting 
up OT)e at the head of the people, as it wai 
anciently performed among the tribes ot Is- 
rael by the hgn of anointings or pouring up- 
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4n hftn oil ; from which is taken the name 
ikiChriJl; as it fo fully accords with the na-^ 
lure pf this eternal faa, may beexpefted to* 
afford one of the hightfft illuftrations of the 
divine principle. And here, again, a Trini- 
ty is neaeffarily contemplated. Firft, the inau^ 
gfiratar^ or one who anoints or pours the oil 
— Secondly, the inaugura^d, or one who i* 
dtnointed or receives the oil^— And, thirdly, 
the oi/ which the anointer pours and the a-» 
mointed receives. 

. That the holy anointing oil, which wa^ 
ufed among, the people of Ifrad in the inau- 
guration of both their high prieft and king, 
was an emblem to fignify the /I<?/y Ghojl^ is fo 
t)lain from the fcriptures, that it needs no il-» 
luftration — both thefe offices were united in 
the Lord Jefus Ghrid ; and, by his anointing. 
Be was fet up as a Priefi upon his Throne. 

In this view of the great tra«fa6lion, it \^ 
obferved that Ghrifty the anointed one, re- 
ceives the o^ as the head, and in behalf of 
the people. This is the fame thing which 
fias already been iiluftrated, as in the view 
©fa covenant, he receives the iatereft as ouff 
furety ; or in that of the beftowment of eter- 
nal life, he receives the gift as our truftee; 
&c. Thus the precious ointment upon the 
head, ran down upon the beard, even Aaron'*; 
beard, and went dozmi to thejkirts of his gar'- 
ments; upon which holy garments were writ- 
Icn the names of the tribes, and which were 
wonderfully cmWematical of the body of the 
J^eople, for whom he was fet up, and to 
whom he miniftered: And, fays John, Yc 
have an un^l ion from the Holy One. 
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The Lord Jefus Chrift received the Holy^ 
Ghoft, that ointment moft precious, imme« 
diately from the Father ; and from him it is 
ihed fonh upon his people. ^^ O how deep, 
how divine is this counfel! that ihtrichesand 
hleffednefs of the church, fhould be conftitut- 
ed, by this one aSl, together with the name 
and the everlajling glory of Chrift. 

The appointment and the anointing of 
David to be king over Ifrael, is often alluded 
to in the fcriptures, to illuftrate this great 
truth of the inauguration of Chrift, particu- 
larly in the Ixxxix Pfalm, ver, 20. 1 hca)t 
found David my Jervant; W'thmy holy oil have 
I anointed him^ It has been (hewn that, in 
the divine principle, Chrift was conftituted 
a fervant and a Son by one fingle aft. 
The fame aft which fent him into the world^ 
and laid him fo low, fet the crown upon his 
head, and exalted him upon the throne of 
glory ; but as thefe diftinft parts of the di- 
vine will unfold feparately, in the humiliati* 
on and exaltation of Chrift, the confecrating 
aft is fpoken of as being connefted, fome-* 
times, with the one and fometimes with the 
other. Thus, in John x. 36. this holy <:on- 
fecrating aft is connefted, particularly, with 
his humiliation. Say ye of hiiriy whom the 
Father hathfanElified, and fent into the worlds 
thou blafpheineji ; becaufe Ifaidj lam the Son 
of Cod? And in Heb. i. 9, it is connefted, 
efpecially, with his glory. Thou haft loved 
righteoufnefs, and hated iniquity; therefore 
God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with 
tihe oil of gladnefs above thy Jellows^ 
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Chrift was ^v^JanEiified ^xiA (cnt into the 
Vorld, whereby, in his obedience as a fer- 
tant, he magmfied the law and made it ho- 
norable; an^he was then anointed, and 
divinely rewarded^ with the oil of joy and 
^ladnefs: fo alfo, David was firft proved as 
a fcrvant, and being found faithful, he was 
cftablifhed in the throne of the kingdom :— 
I have found David m jr fervant ; Tjoitk my holy 
oil have I anointed him. And all this took 
place with David, according to the nature of 
the divine principle, in a covenant-way, as 
may be obferven in the third verfe of this 
Pfalm. — I have made a covenant with my cho* 
fen—^Ihaive fworn unto David my fervant:-^ 
Alfo verfe 28. My mercy will I keep for him 
for evermore y and my covenant Jhallfiandfafl 
with him : — And again, verfe 34. My cove-' 
nant will I not break, nor alter the thing 
that is gone out of my lips. But fo long and 
fo deep were his trials and humiliations, that 
in his agonies he exclaimed, Thou haft; m,ade 
void the covenant of thy fervant ; thou hajl 
profaned his crown iy cafling it to the ground: 
My God, my God, why haft thou forfikm me. 
' As therefore, the divine will ip Chrift un* 
folds in fepistrate parts, according to the gr^at 
dtftinftion of a requirement and a reward, 
or of the law and the promife; o? a fervant 
in receiving the commandment, and a fon 
in receiving the inheritance ; — the r^afon is 
apparent, why the holy anointing is conneft- 
ed with his humiliation and exaltation di^ 
ftinftly ; and, in the exhibition, is repeated: 
Thus in Pfalm xcii, The Holy One faitb^ My 
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hamjhdlt thou e^alt like the hern of an ttni^ 
corn; IJhallbt anointed xoith freih oil. H* 
was once anointed in relation to the gi^a^ 
work of redemption ; ift whi^ under every* 
circumftance of trial and temptation, he \^afli 
fent forth to labour as a fervant ; and havings 
fliewn the moft perfcft fidelity to the caule* 
of truth; having proved that he loved rigkti^ 
&ufnefs^ and hated iniquity, he is anointed a* 
frepi with the oil of joy and gladnefs* 

In like manner, David wa^ anointed twice ;r 
firft by Samuel^ which was followed with a-* 
fcene of warfare and fuiferings ;. but, a£ling 
as a fervant, he was found faitnful — -through^ 
all the long and complicated fcene, he wa^^ 
proved wonhy of the kingdom^ — witnefs the' 
confeifioniof tftc'Hien of Ifrael, 2 Sam. v. 2,. 
Alfo in timepajt, vsken Saul tuas king over us^, 
thmi wa/ti he that leddeji out andbrcughtefi im 
J/rael. Wherefore, he was again anointed^ 
king in Hebron, which was followed geiie* 
rally with a fcene of royal graodeur aiid^ 
felicity. 

Agreeably to this diftinftion^ which arifes* 
from the nature of the divine will, it may be 
obferved, that the people of Chrift receive' 
from him a twofold application of the Ipirit;- 
firft, in regeneration, or in being fubjcQed t^^ 
the law of God ; fecondly, in being fealed> 
and confirmed by the Holy Comforter: for 
unlefs we have the fpirit of Chrift, we arc 
none of his, we cannot be the fons of God ; 
but, fays the apoftle, becaufe ye are Jons ^ God 
hath fent forth the fpirit of his Son into your 
hearts, crying, Abba Father i--- hx\A again^. 
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ikfterthatye Mievid^ye wereJeaUd with that 
^lyjpirit of prom fe. And the fame is fpok- 
ea ot by Ifaiajr Ixi. 3. To appoint unto them 
ithat mourn ii^tiony tdgi-Oe unto them beauty 
for ajhes, the oil of joy for mourning, the gar ^ 
ment ofpraifefor thefpirit ofhecmnefs, that 
they might be called tree^ ofrighteoulnefs, tke 
planting of the Lord, that he might be glorifi^ 
ed. Thev who are in ajkts m Zion, are \ht 
fubjefls of grace; ^efpirdt of Aeavinefs there, 
4s a fanQifying fpifiti dfid the pfwnifes are 
«iade to i6(?r mourners : — Blejfed are they thai 
mourn y for theyJhaUbetomforHed^^kvey Ihatt 
\idLse beauty lw^^\e%, theoilof joy^oi mourn* 
ingi the garment of praife for the spirit of 
iieavincfs. This agrees with t4ie beautiful 
defcription of the rifing of the church front 
3ier low and deeply humbled 'date — Pfalra 
ixviii. 13. Though ye have Lien among thi 
pots, yetfhallyebe as the wings of a dove covers 
£d -with filver^ and her feathers aioith yedow 
gold. 

As the diftin6lion of the law and the pro-, 
fnife, forms two of the three great divihons 
:Of the word of God, which two refpeft thd 
work of redemption, every thing in the work 
of grace, will be found to conform to fucha 
-^iew of the divine principle ; hence, in the 
operations of the fpirit, there exifts the work 
or the law, and the comforting work ; — the 
work of killing by the commandment, and 
of making alive by the promife: — and hence, 
Jefus Chriil employea in the work of the 
n^iniftry, Boanerges, Jons of thunder; and 
JBarnabas, tb^ f^n of confolatbn *, yea, Chrift- 
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Jefas the Lord, who through the Bdermd Sfi' 
rit offered up him/elf^ was quickened by the 
fame, and tivetb by the power of God. 

Thrs will lead to an ex^^aiion of the: 
remark of Chrift upon the good work of the 
blefled Mary : She is come^ laid he, aforehand 
to anoint ny body to the burying : and alfo, it 
will explain the diftinftion which appears in 
the fcriptures relative to baptifm ; which i^: 
an emblem to fi^ify the operations of the 
Spirit, viz. the baptifm of a burial, whkih 
imports the fervice work of Chrift, according^ 
to the law; and the baptifm by ^^«, which 
imports the miniftration of the Spirit bys* 
Chrift, according to the promife. Were the 
nature, the connexion, and agreement of 
thefe things underftood, there would sot 6i&- 
ift that diiputingand ichifm among the peo* 
pie which, ia tnis day of fcattering and dil^ 
perfion, is every where witnefled ; and that 
painful, fmful and deftruflive fcene of exhi-^ 
oiting one part of the work of grace in op^ 
pofition to the other. 

The great end of the law^work, which is, 
to bring to fubmiflion and under fubje£lion 
to the law of God, is ordinarily accompliOied 
by the means of parental government ; and* 
it has frequently been obferved, that when 
the gracious work takes place in this way, it 
is, in moft inftances, ene£led more inleafi^ 
bly ; and the fword of the fpirit perform* 
the deep operation, with a much lefs tre-- 
mendous ftiock, than when it is done by fome 

other more extraordinary means* It is 

a merciful providence towards people^ to 
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be bfOttght up from their childhood in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord ; for 
though (uch fubjcjfts of the work of grace, 
be not ordinarily, rent and torn by the earth- 
qoake, the tempeft, the lightning and thund- 
er of the law, as many others are^ yet it is 
found, that the operations of the command* 
ment and promife upon their minds and 
hearts, are as clearly diftin^uiQicd by the cf- 
fig6ls and fruits produced in them ; and they 
have ufually as firmly adhered to the cau(c 
^nd interell of truth, as have thofe who have 
been brought in by the mod ludden and fur- 
]prizing dilplays of divine power. 

The divine un6iion is 2i teaching /li is truths 
John li. 27. It confifts fimply in xht dodrine 
ofChrifty and in a teaching to aiidc in him: 
but though it be fo plain a matter as is the 
doQrineof Father and Son, the parental com^ 
mandment^ and the filial duty ; yet this di- 
vinely taught truth is as hard, and, in forae 
fajfe, infinitely harder to be underftood by 
unhumbled, unfanftified fouls, than it was for 
thePhiliftines to find out where lay Samp- 
fon's great flrength. 

. Prafitical remarks are npt digreflions in an 
illuftration of the divine theory; it is all cal- 
Cfilated for praQice, Mary's being employed 
in anointing Chrift for^ his burial, accords 
with many inflances given in the fcriptures, 
of the agency of women in what relates to the 
jyrec€pt of the divine will, and which may fre- 
qwently be noticed in the Lord's houfe. The 
ioitiating of the Sons of Zion into th^ fecret 
of their NazariteQiip, has ufually been the 
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good work of the Lord's hand-raaids. NRsof 
a Mary has been fucccfsfiilly employed m 
the honorable and bleffed work of training 
them to duty ; of teaching them the h<)ly aiy 
of fervice and fuffering, offaith and patience^ 
and in giving them, as it were, their firfi a- 
nointing with the oil of the fanduary. 

Thi>s David, ^n relation to this part of the 
ilivine will, confideiied himfelf d\c woman^^ 
fon, Pfalm Ixxxvi- 16. Gwe thyjirength urtr^ 
to thy fervant, und fave ike ion of thine hand* 
maid. Again, PfaJm cxvi. Oh, Lor4, truly / 
mn thy fervant, / mi thy fervant, md the loip 
of thy hand-maid : And fa, king Lemuel ac- 
knowledged, that he was trained to the fear 
of God, and taught 10 know his vows by hv; 
mother. The words of king Lemiel, the pro^ 
phecy that his mother taught him ; What] mf 
fon? and what, the fon of my wombP md 
what, the fon of my vows? But when Mary 
had come to thcfepukhre,prep?trcd to ^loinc 
the dear body of her Lord tkere, and met with 
him rifen, and was about to embrace him^ as 
olten before fhe had held his bleffed feet, ic 
was refufed, as it was not meet (he (hould do 
this, whilft he had not afceiided to his Far- 
ther; ior his fecoiid anointing, as it relate4 
10 his glory, mutt be given in the eternal etfhf 
brace of his Father.^ 

By this anointing, in the firfl inflance, the 
power of God is laid upon his ele6l people, 
10 fubjeft them to his law; to give them rc*i 
pentance, and to work faith in them; and ia 
the fecond, ihey are inveftcd with the pret» 
rogativcs, empowered with the gifts, aad^ 
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miBttfe partakers of the inheritance of the fting- 
^btn of God, as faith the Evangelift, Bu6 
as many as received him, to them gave he pow-' 
er tQ become the Sons of God, even to them 
ti^t heikved on his name. John i« 12. — And 
again, But thisjfake he of the Spirit, whick 
tkey that believe on himjtkmld receive : for the 
Holy Ghoft noas not yet pven, becaufe tftat Je- 
Jksuas not yet ghjrifieci. John^ vii. 35. — for 
the law was given by Mofes, but grace and 
t^th came by \t{MS Chrift: And the churchy 
lift which Motes nriniftered, is therefore cha* 
yaderized as a xooman: — And /he being with 
child, criedv travelling in birth, and gained ta^ 
ke delivered — and Jhe brought forth a man- 
child ; and the remnant of her feed are allb 
charaHerized as being men. Rev. xii. 

Fa£fe^ may be fa great as to overfill and» 
fallow up the created mind; yet they may 
l^tnveftigated, they can be known ; ana thus^ 
fi^ the ajwftle. That ye being rooted and 
grounded in low; maybe ahk to comprehend 
Toith aU Joints, what is the breadth, and lengthy 
emd depth, and height; amd to know the love of 
Ckrift, which pajfeth knowledge ^ Eph. m. And 
when we trace up this grace to its eternal 
fource, it is found to exift m a matter of fa6l ? 
kv'ihe view of which, with wonder and ador-^ 
auoui all flints may contcm^plate, may I be al- 
fowedt to fay, comprehend^ the breadth, awit 
length, 9x16. depth, and height of the love of 
GkxI ; and, by which, they may meafure the 
breadth and length of eternity ; take the foun- 
dings of the greateft deep, and the higheft 
idutudes of heaven. 
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God, the Father, the Son, and the Itoljr 
Ghoft, is thus glorified by one a6l; which h 
the fame that glorifies his people. — In thrt 
anointing, the inaugurator is made Father^ 
and is glorified by the riches of his gift; the 
inaugurated is made Lord and Chnjl, and is 
glorified by being fet upon the holy hill of 
Zion ; and the oil, the confecrating agent, re- 
ceives the facred name of Holy Ghoji^ and is 
alfo glorified by being poured fo abundantly 
upon the Holy One, and by his power in the 
difpenfation oH Chrift. And by the fame a- 
nomting of the glorious Head, his church is 
created, his body is formed ; receives its 
name of the churchy his body^ &c, and is alfa 
glorified by being perfected therewith in the 
knowledge of Chrift^ zxiA filled with all the full- 
nefs of God. — ^This, all this, we may undcr- 
ftand and enjoy, whilft unceafingly we arc 
conttraincd to cry, O the depth! O the un- 
fearchable riches ! 

6* There are three that hear record in hea^ 
ven^ the Father^ the Word, and the Holy Ghoft ^ 
and thefe three are one, i John v, 7. — This 
record undoubtedly relates to the divine prin- 
ciple: and it being confidered in this view, 
affords not merely aproof oftheexiftenceofa 
niatter of record, in which three perfons are 
•fting together, and are one; but alfo, it af- 
Ibrds an illuftration of the diftinft parts of 
the divine will, and of the particular part 
which each perfon of the 1 rinity bears in 
the great and folemn tranfaftion. 

The record is borne in heaven by the Fa- 
ther, the Wor4, and the Holy Ghoft.— The 
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I'ather bearcth it by conftituting tlie Lord 
Chrift, in that covenant of his, which, iii ef- 
feft, exhibits him As the foundation arid head 
of all worlds : This is done by his bringing 
feim intd tAe warldy and faying, Let all the 
wnge'sy or fervants of God vforjhip him; par- 
ticularly, this is done in the world df nature 
by declaring him to be the Beginning — in the 
world of grace, declaring him to be the an^ 
ge/,'6r fervant wbjm he will uphold, becaufe 
hii name is in hm — and in the world of glofy, 
feying. This is my beloved Son in whom I am 
ia^U plea/ed, hear ye bim^ — ^The Word bear- 
eth it in that free confent of Chrift to the di* 
vine covenant or will, which, in effcft, mani* 
ifefteth the commandment, eternal life or glo- 
\^f of the Father-^This is done by his per. 
forming the covenant Work,%nd receiving 
tiic promifed reward ; — And xSvt Holy Ghoft 
beareth it by being the agent in cdnfecrating 
Chrift to the divine altar, and in being given 
onto him as the Holy Spirit of promife^ 
whichi in effeft, bare him through his riioft 
arduous work as a fervant, and rewardeth 
and glorifieth him as the Son of God— --This 
i» done by his defcending and remaining upon 
him^ and operating under him. 
' ^Sdme have objefted againft the authority 
bf this text, and would confider it as an in- 
terpolation in the fcriptures, as it is not foatfd 
in fome topics of the New Tcftament ; but 
it is ufelefs to make this objeftion, whilft the 
declaration is found to be m fuch perfeft a- 
greement with the whole body of the word 
of God, and the fa6ls fet forth are feen to be 

R 
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true.-* A matter of record is plainly onfc of 
thofe tranfaftioos between parties, the nature 
of \v4iich, as we have fully illuftrated, nccef* 
farily fuppofes a Trinity: and certainly the 
parties concerned in fuch a matterj may be 
one in wilL — It is faid of a man and his wife, 
that for the caufe of marriage, they twain fhall 
be onejlejli; this, doubtlefs^ may be under- 
flood: Again, it is faid, that he that is joined 
unto the Lord is one Spirit^ i. e. he is one 
with the Lord ; the meaning of this is^ plain ; 
And here, it is faid^, that thejc three are one;^ 
the fenfe of which is eq^uaJly obvious. It is a 
known fa^^ that the Fatheri the Word, and 
the Holy Ghoft, do bear record to the truth 
of Ch rift; it is known, alfo,. that this is the 
matter of the divine will, and that thefe three 
are one in thij« gfcat concern* Therefore^ 
whether the text: be an interpolation or aot^ 
we know it is the trutb*^ 

A^d there are three that hear witne/s int 
earthy the^ Spirit^ the Water, and the Blood :4 
and thefe three agree in one. i John v, 8. It 
will be obferved, that this witneifing in earths 
is merely the effeft, or unfolding of the di- 
vine principle, or record in heaven ; and is. 
the theory we have alreadv contemplated,— 
Different views are offered of the fame fub- 
jeQ, in order to render it more familiar, 

Ihis witneflSiig in earth, which compr^ 
hendsthe whole divineexhibition, agrees- in 
one, i, €.. the Spirit, tiie Water, and. the 
Blood, which are the expreflions of the di- 
vine will, in the three llaies of the creation; 
j^gcee in wiLnefSn^, or proving, that ihe re- 



Digitized by 



Google 



Divine Theory. 151 

tordof God is true.— Thcrte^di vine names, 
which, as recording the truth of Chritt in 
lieavcn, or thefe as witnefling it in earth, are 
^et up in the fcripturcs, for our way-^marks 
in exploring the iicights and depths oT the 
Kfifdom and knowledge of God. 

And, whatever view we take of the fubjeft, 
•it will appear, that the difcovery of the Trini- 
ty is as neceflarrily included in the difcovery of 
<he ©ivine Being, as the knowledge off light 
and heat ijs included in feeing and ieeling the 
fun. ThiSiis the principle of divine knowledge ; 
from this fpurce is all we know, and all that 
tan 'be known; and,'doubtIefs, aH that does 
cxill of divine truth, — But the fource is am- 
ple, for the record 'is full; there are three 
^that4)ear it in heaven, wid thrre that witneft 
it in eartk From^ tiiebeginningit was^nfcrib- 
cd in the nattiFal world throughout. — ^^Lon^ 
fmce it was fully witndfed ^n the wjorld pt 
grace ; and now, at length, it isbojTie up on 
the ground andpiUar m the worid of glory* 
The true doftnne of the Trinity is eftablifh- 
ed by the teftimony of every revelation from 
heaven, and of every work of creation and 
providence difcoverabie on earth. 

The opinion which, with fo muf h aflur- 
ance, has be?en every where propagated, that 
the Trinity in the Godhead, ana mode of di- 
vine exillence, is a myjtcry^ or inexplicable 
mviJibiUty of God, which is not capable of 
being defcribed, explained, and illuttrated, 
as are other divine fubje6ls, is taking away 
from men the ^<?v of knowledge, and leaving 
their miads locked up in darkiiefs, ignoranc^ 
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and dclufion. — ^Thif divine doflrine is great 
and wonderful, as every thing elfe rcfpe6ling. 
God; and, being the principle of all. divine; 
things, it is mqjl great and wonderful. In this 
fenfe tbe Trinity, or the relation of Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoft, is indt€d a myftery ; 
but in no other fenfe. 

The divine principle, or this matter of re* 
xord in heaven, is the high fource of divini- 
ty; and the Father bearing it, (by bearing it, . 
I mean a6ling in it,) is the divinity of the! 
Father ; the Word, or covenant- fubjeft, bear- 
ing it, is the divinity of the Word; and the. 
Holy Spirit of Promife bearing it, is the di- 
vinity of the Holy Ghoft* 

Refpefting the divinity of Chrift particiir 
larly, it will oe obferved, that this, with the ,^ 
doarine of the Trinity, is of courfe demoai- 
ftrated in thp Divine Theory; it is as necct 
farily and apparently included in its princi^ 
pie, and evidenced in every unfolding opera- 
tion, as light and heat are included iji the. 
fun, and conveyed in his beams. 

Our Lord faid, / and my Father are one, 
John X. 30. this he explained by faying,— 
/he Father is in me^ and I in him^ verfe 38* 
the meaning of which he clearly explained to 
be this, Tliat the Father was in him by his 
commandment and bUJfing; and that he was 
in the Father by obedience to his will 2indpow* 
er, as his beloved Son: this will appear plain 
by examining the whole p^{^gc— If Too not 
the works of my Father , believe me not, ver, 37^ 
i. e. believe not that*/ and my Father are 
one; which had juft befpre been afferted.-r- 



Digitized by 



Google 



Divine Theory; 13$ 

Mti if I dfi^ tkoughye believe not me, believe 
the works: that ye may know and believe that 
the Father is in me, and I in him. — Here our 
Lord cited xhtfoBs of his obedience dmApow^ 
^r, to prove that he and his Father were one; 
pr, that the Father was in him, and he in the 
Father. But if this union, as fome have fup- 
pofed, be fome myfterious thing, peculiar to 
the Divine Being, how is it known to exift 
by. Chrifts doing the works of his Father? 
It is ofien afferted, in the face of the text, that 
the truth of the divine- perfonal union c$n 
only be known to us by the declarations of 
It which are made in the fcriptures. But our 
Lord faid, that it might be known alfo by the 
works which he did. Here is a plain contra* 
diftion between Jefus Chrift and not a few 
modern teacliers. — In the other paffage, Joha 
xiv, where pur Lord, in his reply to Philip^ 
ufcd the fame manner of expreflion ; the ar* 
gument is the fame as here in his reply to the 
Jews : Believeji thou not, that lam m the Fa-- 
ther, and the Father in me? the tuords tliat J 
fpcak unto you, I /peak not of myfelf: but the 
Father, that dweUeth in me, he doth the works. 
Believe m^ that I am in the Father, and the 
Father' in meP or elfe believe v^e for the very 
toork's fake. —It appears, therefore, that there 
is no myllery in the Father s being in the Son^ 
and the Son in the Father; it is a plain mat- 
ter, otherwife than as the glorious truth is ob^ 
fcured by falfe do61rine. 

According to jhis Theory, the Father, the 
Word, and the Holy Qholl, are infeparably 
one; ipv neither of them can be conceived| 
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»o exift out of that tran(a£lion whicli^ indi* 
fenfe in view, conftitutes them one. In eack 
of the illufirations given, if the tranfaftioi^ 
itfelf is fuppofed not to be, nothing of this 
fiature can remain in perception : or, if eU 
ther party is ftippofe*! to be granting, th# 
whole viiew ftitficles in the mind. For iiw 
stance, in the view of acovenaat, 4et the fa6l 
be objc^ed, and the whole matter is fee 
afide ; or fuppofc either the covenant*raaR» 
er, the fub^eit, or theintereft not tohe, und 
the whole in the fame manner is affe£led,~« 
So it appears demonftrably, that the Father^ 
the Word, and the Holy Gholt, are one m 
tiature, and kifeparabje m ^xiilemsp. aD^ 
being. 

Whoever truly -contemplates this fubje6ln 
w^\\\ perceive that the charaflers of the Fa- 
ther and the Son neceflarily involve e^ck 
other, and coexift — that the Father is ndcei- 
farily in the Son and tl>e Son in the Father^ 
In the nature of things, without a child there 
is noparent — the Son as neceflarily gives the 
cha^aSer and name of the Father, as the Fa* 
ther makes or <xmtlitUftes the Son ; and wc 
can know the Father oniy by knowing thts 
Son ; and knowing the Son, we muft know 
the Father. Ihey are characters neither pi* 
which can pre exifl ; but which necejfarily 
exilt tOi^eiher, and conlHrute each other, as 
do the charafcters of hufband and wife* 

1 his obfervation, made in contemplating 
the nature of the divine principle, is fully 
confirmed by the fcwptuies ot truth. N0 
man knowetk the Son but the Father^ neither 
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inn^th any rnan the Father, Jave the Sort/ 
mid he to whomfoever the Son zoi// reveal him^ 
Matt. xi. 27* He that hathfeen mehathfeen 
ike Faiher. Believe me that I am in the Fa^ 
iher^ and the leather in me? or eife believe ma 
j&r the very we^Hs Jake. Johnxiv.g — 11. B)r 
which, doubtld^, flioiiM be undcrilood, noc 
nerely his miracles, but the whole work in 
which he declared the Father, For the truth 
that the Son is in the Father, and the Father 
ki the Scm, we have the teftimony of both 
the Wordandthe a£lual exhibition— we may 
believe this doSrine cm the credit of the 
fcriptures reporting the fa6l; and we may 
bdieve it upon the evidence of the very faft 
exhibited to our eyes; 

The Father, is (Jhrift's word or expreffionf 
•^the fldine is given by him^ — He fikdl cry 
unto me^ thou art my Father. Pfal. lxxxix« 
46. — And the word Son, is the expreffion of 
the Father — ^he gives his name — His nam^ 
fiiaU be fonned, or called Son. Pfal, Ixxiit 
#7; OF,f as we have the dcfires and expres- 
fions of each one in connexion. Pfal. Ixxxix, 
a6, 27. Hejhcdl cry unto me, thou art my Fa^ 
ther; alfolwillmalie himmyfirjl'-born. The 
riiarafter and work of Chrill is fully expres- 
fcd in his crying Abba, Father ; — and this 
eharafter and work of the Father is wholly 
eomprifcd in his/oniiing, or making Chriflf 
his firft*b<irn; — and the charafter and vrorfe 
<lf the Holy Ghoft is alfo comprifed in the 
fame idea. The eulogizing * of the Son? 



'ED^wctjritiEvo?^ Pfalm IrxH. 17. Scptaaglnt. 
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is the rpirit of the Father; and ctying Ab* 
i>a Father, is the fpirit of theSon ; — the Ho^ 
ly Ghoft is therefore the fpirit of the Fathei^ 
and of the Son. The Trinity and Unity af 
the Godhead is moft clearly demonftrablc; 
It appears by the rnatter of faft offered ill 
the divine will, that the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghoil, are infej>arable in cxiftence $ 
tone God, the, fame in fubftance; for that 
will, commandnlent and blejjing^ in which they 
trc dne, is the divine fubltance; and, th^re^ 
fore, as afting together, primarily and effen- 
tially; in ths^ will, they are equal in power 
mid in glory. 

And as the divine principle, Will, or i*- 
fcord is eternal, each pcrfiDn aftihg in it, eft: 
bearing it, is neceffarily eternal. In the dis- 
J)lay of the divine principle, however, tbfe 
fehara6lers of the Father, the Son^ and the 
Holy Ghoft, do neceiTarily bear the date of 
lime, and appear in an order : — Hierc there 
is a day of the exhibition of thfe Son, and 
therefore a day of the manifeftation of the 
Father ; and aif5, there is here a day of \he 
ihedding forth of the Hcly Ghoft, \*^hich is thi 
day of God's power, 

Tiie idea entertained by fbme^ of the ex^ 
iftence of a Father before tne Son, is eviderit^^ 
ly the imagination of the exiftence of fomfe 
being before the Godhead, or the Alpha, the 
Firft and Beginning ; or befbre that difco- 
verable Divine Being, whofe exillence can 
be conceived of only as a Trinity. 

It is eflentially requifite to the nature and 
exiitencc of a iirft principle, that it be felf- 
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|]|ependent: and whatever is fclf-dcpendent 
mull be a firft principle; but the divine will 
is acknowledged to be fuch, Howgrofsly ab- 
iard is it, therefore, to conceive and talk of 
fomething's exifting, upon which this ac- 
knowledged fclfsKlependent principle is fup-^ 
pofed to depend; befides itfelf ? 

But as we know that this principle, the di- 
vine purpofe or will, is itfelf et(ernal,and bears 
all the divine charaQers; we (hall leave the 
^ppofition of any pre-exittingbeing or thing 
to the fancy of dreamers. — The eternity of 
God's purpofe is unfolded in the Divine 
Theory; and the fubjed of this eternity will 
ittlly fatisfy the children of wifdom; but the 
gazing empty eyes of the fool will not be fa- 
tisfied with roving tatbeutmoil limits of the 
univerle. ^ 

. An obje6lion may arife to our confidering 
^. principle^ of the voluntary nature, as the 
Divine Being. — But God is a Spirit; and 
what other idea may be formed of a fpirit, 
than that of a voluntary principle? A good 
(pirit is a good principle, and an evil fpirit 
an evil principle,— And, why fliould it be 
thought objcftionable that mere principle, of 
a voluntary nature, fliould be defined as an 
^ive rational being — May we entertain any 
Other idea of a ^ood fpirit than that of a vo- 
luntary harrabnious principle, and of an evil 
fpirit but the Contrary? The fcriptures teach 
that God is light, truth, love, &c. which is 
merely the idea of good principle; and that 
the Devil is theoppofite; falfe principle, 
^arkneft, error, enmity, ScQ. — Theapoltlc 

S 
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John faith. Believe not every Spirit, but try^ 
the Spirits, whether they are of God. Jftrefy^ 
know ye the Spirit of God. Every Spirit tha^ 
confejfeth Jejus Chrift in thefiejh is come, is* 
dJGodi And every Spirit that confejfeth riot' 
Jefus Cftrijl in thefyh is c&ine, is riot of God ;^ 
and this is that of Antichrift. — Herie, by ft^t^ 
is certainly meant principle: — ^^And Of the 
Word of Life, which we have heard, which we' 
Ravefeen wit hour eyes,, which we have looked^ 
upon, and our hands have handled;' which i* 
fb evidently the principle we have illaftratedk? 
as a covenant, a record, ^c. he faith, 7%ii ir 
the true God, and eternal life. ' 

But there \s another viex^'of the divine' 
Tubjcft, which it may be neceflary farther toM 
illuftrate, in or^r to fhew the' argument of 
the Theory ; which is, that the truth of Chrift^ 
is all and in all; all eflentially and all dccia^ 
rativejy. The divine principk has been ftat** 
ed and illuftrated as beirrg of the nature of a^ 
covenant tranfa£lioBf; or a* matter of record? 
between parties;- and it ha« been (hewn, thit^ 
the idea of the divinity^ of the Fathe^r; of the' 
Word, and of the Holy Ghoft confifts in their' 
being immediately concerned, and their ac- 
ting together in this eternal compaft. It has? 
been fhewn, moreover, that the matter tranft* 
a61ed, or what wa« fo dorie, was the inftitu^' 
tion of a Chrift, or the fettingup of one as^^ 
the foundation and head of the world ; fov* 
that in the truth imported by this naitie, 
Ghrift Jefus the Lord, is comprifed the whole 
bod v of divinity, and in him all fullnefs 
dzmls.^ 
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Here, in tjie parts cfle^tialljr afted in the 
f«oxpf»9t£l concerning this\ inftitution of the 
iora Chrift, we view the qivinity of the Far- 
ther, and of the WoFd,4nd of the Holy 
rGkoA: Here we are dire^d, as to the eter- 
nal fotirce of ^W, by the declarative diidmly 
.^^te heaven and the earth, the fcriptures, 
^ordinances, angels andiaiirts-, all which con* 

' rfifts in their witnefling this<truth,-^Here wc 
rcomemplate that all efficient a£ii©n and fa6t^ 
which in effeQ; iiramed the worlds : And liere 
iwe behold not only the mere cfi[icient caufci 
^talfo the virtual foundation and head, the 
4ife and the light of the world. 

The 4ivine record relates wholly to the 
trath which is in Chrift Jefus : This. is the re^ 
^ord^ that God haih given to us eternal life:: 
md this life is in his »SaK,-^The father and 
4he Holy Ghoft :bear record to Chrid; buj; 
^he Word bearcth record of himfelf-, I am 
^he way^ and the truth, and the Life. John xiv, 
iS. — Here then we .muft look alone for effen- 
^ial divinity : Heieis the difcoverable Divine 
^eiog; the Source pf light and Jife^ and of 
tcvery divine mafnifeftaBon : He^e we are di- 
^e6led to difc^ver ^hat faft, the report of 
which carries in it every raanifeftation, or 
a^velatioQ of God. And what do we difco- 
^er here? The Foundation and -Head of aH 
ivwrldsi viz* a CAr^ :—*CJbiriS: the Beginning 
^f the creation, the Angel-Chrift,#T)3 Chritt 
Jefus. — Verily, and indeed,. a foundation and 
^bead; a Chriil in virtue and flr^ngth,: in life 
.jand glory ; Which in his times > he fhaUfhe-ux^ 

' ' 4ijhB.is f.}^ble£^cdandonlyPotmkLki ike^Hin^ 
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of Kings^ and Lord of Lords:.y— And ^hieh 
glorious truth was the goo^ confcflioB ho 
witncflcd before Pontius Pilat*. 

The zoord^ or will of God in th^ beginning 
was the divinity exhibited in the creation 5 
the name or will of God in the angel v^zs the 
divinity unfolded in all the exhibition in tha« 
charafter; and ' the M^^^rrf being made flefb, 
and dwelling among us, as Chrift the Son^ 
fullx difplayed the divine will, and isi the di-^ 
vinity of the gofpeL — As, therefore, Chritt 
brought into the world, is the Divine Being 
all expreffed — God mtmijefi} it follows, that 
all divinity is in him eflentially '.-r—all the fuiU 
nefs of the Godhead bodily. It appears, there- 
fore, that the do£lrine of Chrift is our m\n^ 
ciple, and our argument; our alpha ana our 
omega, our firft and pur laft, our beginning 
and our conclufion. 

The diftin6lion noticed, between the evi- 
dence of the teftimony of divine truth, and 
of the a£tual exhibition, is of the fame nature ' 
as the di[)in6lion between the light of the 
fcripturcs, and of region. — When we fpeak 
of the light of nature, or of reafon, it (houla 
be diliinguifhed from mere intelleS, and al- 
fb from opinion. I have obferved that people 
often mean by reafon their belief or opinion, 
and when they fay, that certain things do or 
do pot comport with their reafon, np more 
is meant, than the agreement or difagreement 
of thofe things with their adopted belief or 
opinion^. But, though the opinions of me^ 
may bfe v^ry different, and very abfurd, rea-i 
Ipn mufl be every where one and the fame 
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eonfiftcnt thing, viz. the reafon of things i 
which being difcovered by the in telleft, forms 
the truth and rationality of the mind. 

The true idea of reafon is far from being 
. fomething wkich neceflarily fubfifis in the 
human mind; I mean in a fallen ftate; for 
without the knowledge of Chrift, who is wif- 
dom and knowledge, man is the moft irra- 
tional bein^: it is the rationality of all God's 
works, which undoubtedly has its origip ia 
the divine principle. 

We know that all reafoning, or logic, is a 
triple ratio, and may be fimply comprifed in 
zpropofilion^ a fubjeB or mediatr, and a r^- 
Jidt or canclufion: — This, certainly, bears a, 
Itriking analogy to the diflinft parts of the 
divine will, as illullrated in the Theory. — 
The fame thing is obferved of mathematical 
^emonilratioqs, of the harmony of Ibunds,* 



• " So refined and myfterioas \% the efFeft of murica! con- 
<• cord, that 4ba>e learned artifts have difcavered in it an imagi, 
^* of the Supreme Source of all order and harmohy.— A writer 
'* of the laft (17th) century, (Mr. Symfpn,) who compefed a 
"valuable Treatifc upon Mufic, has the following obferva- 
** lion:— .^i&/» I farther c^nfider that three /oundu placed iy 
•* the inter*val of a third §ne aio<ve another, do confiitute one en^ 
** tire harmony, --which go'uerns and comprifes all the founds which ^ 
** hy art or imagination ^ can, at once, he joined together in mu^ 
'^Jital conew dance ^ this I cannot hut thtnkafignificUnt emhlem 
** of that fupreme and incomprehenfible THREE in ONE, go- 
** <verning, comfrifing, and difpojing the '-juhole machine of the 
** *world, with aU its including par it, in amoft perfe^ andfiu^^ 
** pendens harmony^ 

*' This phyficai Trinity, as an abfolute fad in mufic, muft 
** be e?ident to every beginner in the fcicnce ; and it is a Trin- 
*^ky in Unity,; hot it isa mirror in which maBy eye* will dif- 
*' ccrn no image: With me it is a matter of fmall concern^ 
^' how an alluiion would be relifhed by a Middlctob, a Bayle, 
<' or a Voltaurc,, whofc minds were poifoncd by a difaffcdion 
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and of numberiefs movements and aiibciac^ 
tions in the natural^ moral, and divine wc»rids^ 
ivhich iwve often been confidered, as ilrong- 
ly corroborating the doftrtnc of a Trinity n^ 
i4jation to the great Firft Gaufe. — ^Tbis rear 
fon conlHtutcs our Theory. The Divine her 
ing is a raiioncU being; and his works, whick 
arc d^gfied to maiiMfeft his 'eternal povrcc 
and Godhead, i;&afl be rational works, and 
luch moft apparently tliey are; and the dif* 
<:overy of the truth of the Divine Being in 
his works ^r in his word, is all the reafo^ 
that erills in the mind ; and a ma^ has no 
more reafon than he has knowledge of God, 
^*— That is a tru^y enlightened and rational 
«nan, who a^ay fay o£ the perfeEl will of God^ 
lids *is "iny reafon ; and who embraces an4 
liolds what agrees with this^ as agreeing wit^ 
his reafon, and no moi^. 

^' to truth. Certain it U, whatever ufc wc may ma:ke€if the prin- 
^^ ciple, that thecompafs ofali iiarmonycan'affordusnomDr^ 
^* than three /oiKids in concord^ however they may be mulu^ 
"*' plied by repetiuon^; and thatif they are perfedly ia tunCr 
^''they conftitute one {oun<l, which an unpradifed ear would 
** find it extremely difficalt to decompofe.^T-In the harmonics^ 
^* we have them incloded witlnn the iyilem of a^aglenocef 
*' and in the sfial conioaaBce, two concordant notes will %cn\ 
-*' erate a third to complete the triplicity of the harmony. S© 
*« appofite is this pidure when compared with the originm^* 
^ that I fiiould be forry vto take the^eiemblance f©r the woric 
*** of chaoce^ And where is -the wonder, if nature and revela- 
•^* tion, which have the fame author^ (hoaldfpcak the fame latt- 
"** gua^ei It would rather be wonderful if t key did not. 

" If Mr Symfon's allufion is juft, and founded in the n»- 
*' ture of thirgs, it teaches us this important truth, that when 
-•* the praifies of the Creator are offered op by tlie cknrch, wttt 
*<* foufids of harmony, we pay onptribiae «o \u9tkitntkett £#15 
1* which, bears his mage Sitid fiiperfcription s :%tid thus we rea- 
-^ dcr unto God that 'lAihich is prepdrk his omnJ* 

PROXF^SSOft i«ilfiS'« fitSAY ^O'N «0O»Ni> ikViJ^ MV^lC^ 
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AsiSit h n&t ftrange, that the attempts of 
rtfcn to rcaibn together, or to come together 
fey rcaibning) as they call it — ^laborious^ muly 
^plied, and long eontiifiued attempts* — when* 
the principle and' theory of reafon iynotac-' 
knowiedged^ not only prove fruitlefs, but 
^rove Gontroverfics, widening the difFcrences^ 
exciting hatretjs, and often" ending in war. — 
This, howevet", ii flrange indewl, that thefe 
i^fotiers and difputers never* get difcoura* 
gcd, fiifpeft their falfe ground; and giye over 
iheir fruitlefs dnd (iriminal attempts? 

The fcriptures are confidered as the hif- 
^ry and revelationof fa6fe, attefted by every 
pofiible authority ; but reafon diftinguiflied^ 
from revdation,is^confidcredas^the evidence 
i^fulting from the confifteney, agreement, 
ancfe harmony of the fafts themielves. — The\ 
fcriptures inform us that God, Aleim, made' 
the world, and the works of creation declare- 
jjlainly the fame thing. The fcriptures teachF 
that Grod exercifes a care and goverrimenti^ 
6ver his works, and the events of Providence 
clearly manifeft the fame truth ; and the fcrip- 
l*ires witnefs that the Father and Son are 
fmt — that the Son is in the Father, and the 
Father in^him;- which is the great gospel doc- 
tfllie; and tht works of filiaT obedience, and^ 
Ae power which accompanied the Lord Je- 
fiis Cbrift in^the world, and which itiU attends* 
hk dbftrine, fully prove their teftimony. So^* 
^ftt, according to the words of Chrift, we 
may believe either the declarations of divine 
iruthjOr the fafts thcmfelves, w^hich are there- 
by attefted, Bduve ms that I am in tlve For^ 
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iher^ and the Father in mc? or elfe believe ntS 
Jvr tlu very work's fake. 

A (trangcr, vifiting at Salem, is told by his 
friend, that the town is almoft encircled by 
two rivers, or arms of the lea; one extend- 
ing on the north fi':*e, the other on the fouth* 
lie believes his friend; but he may go out 
and furvey the fituation of the town, and be- 
lieve his own eye3. — A man may believe the 
I'criptures of divine truth, and ratioaally ex- 
ercife his mind in their divinity; and he is 
criminal if he does not ; but he may ^Ifo fur- 
vey the operation of divine truth^exercife his 
mind in^ and give credit to the divinity of the 
work itfelf; and if he does not do this, he is 
no lefs criminal, 

. Inferences fron> fa6ls have generally been 
Gonfidered as being within the province of 
reafon; and, doubtlefs^ in many inftances^ 
one fa6l may be clearly inferred from ano-^ 
iher; but, on this ground, there is more room 
for conjedure and doubt. 1 condder ^his traft 
as hazardous, and ftiall attempt it with eat^- 
tion. The reader is already apprized that the 
demonftration of the Divine I'heoryconfifls 
in the divine operation; and that our illuf- 
traiions will be chiefly made, by bringing in* 
to view the works of God as they are knowa 
to us by the fcriptures, and what we fee ami 
experience. 
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DIVINE THEORY. 



PART 1. 



THE BEGINNING : 

tttUSTRATING THE TflUTH OF CHRl'ST AS BEtNd TUt 
teEAD Ot THE CREATION. 



CfiAl^TER L 
OF ETERNAL THINGS, 

Seftion 1, The Pre-exijience^ dndejential 
Glory of Chrifi. 

%. r^HRIST is from everlafting. 

^^ The eternity of Ghrift is included in 
vrtiat has been (hewn of his divinity^ or of hi* 
bearing an eflential part in the matter of the 
divine will ; but the truth of his dternal ex* 
iftence is fo important to the argument be* 
fare us, that I wifti to bring it particularly iii- 
to view, 

Accordiiig to the Theory^ the divine ettr* 
Hal principle exifts in a matter of voluntarf 
ftftion^ or^ in a will or purpofe with its effi- 
cient aftion., A dormant purpofe is not the 
purpofe of God. The divine will cannot be^ 
conceived to cxift,butas expanding or oper* 
ating; which primary operation, as already 
Ihewn, conftituted the Beginning, the prc- 

T 
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cxiftent Chrift. He is, therefore, as neceflar^ 
ly eternal as is the purpofe of God. 

To this agree the fcriptures: /(Wifdom,3l 

was feP up from ever lofting, in the beginnings 
Prov. viii. 23. — Chrift, the beginning, was, 
therefore, from everlafting. He is called. The 
ever lofting Father, Ifaiah i*. 6i — And again,' 
Ihou, Lord, art our Father, cur Redeem- 
er; thy name is from everl aft ing, , Ifaiah Ixiii. 
1.6^ — But thou Bethlehem Ephratah, though 
thou be little among the thou/hnds of Judah^ 
ytt outqftheejhall he come forth unto me, to 
be ruler in Ifrael, whofe goings forth have 
been from of old, from everlafting, Mic. v» 
2. — According to the eternal purpofe, xohich h^ 
purpofed in Chrifi,^ Eph, iii; m. — *As the di^ 
vine purpofe was purpofed zn Chrift, he mtrft^ 
have been as ancient and eternal as the pur-* 
pofe or will of God.— i4>2^ ke is before alV 
things, ^ and by hkm all things^ conffl. Col. i. 1 7^ 

2. There exifts an eternal heaven, 
' The view we have taken of the divine wiil^ 
is of a principle expanding and operating, 
implies neceffarily a pre-exiftent and etemaF 
ftate of elevation and glory: And thus, th^ 
inauguration, or fetting up of Chrift^ implies- 
a throne and kingdom; and as t'his work is^ 
cflential to the divine principle, fuch aking- 
dom, power anti glory, rrtuft have been co« 
exiftent with the divine will. Moreover, this 
eternal truth of Chrift implies, that the hea^ 
.ven qF Gt^dexifts in fa6t, and has a real form ;• 
a^dd that, according to the divine wil^, it cor*^- 
fifts of parts, and is a frame of things, fuchas^ 
may be reprcfented by a building, 4n houfe^ 
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^twa city; the whole of which is included in 
ithat intereft, called eternal life, which was 
^iven to us in Chrill Jefus before. the world 
\was. 

And as this glory was ^ivcn to Chrift for 
us, and aftually received by liim before the 
^world began, the Giver was elevated or glo- 
rified thereby, and the Receiver was elevated 
,or glorified therein; and the prcmifes an^ 
ffoods thus bellowed and received, /Iione out 
like a glorious houfc opened for ufe, or like 
:Z treafure taken in inventory. — Hence, the 
aiame oi theCodofGlory^j the Lord-of Gbry^ 
iand the King of Glory. 

To this alfo agree the fcripturcs. Abraham 

looked for a city which hath foundations, whofe 

Muilder and maker is God, By this city being 

.^o defcribed and diftioguiflied, as having 

foundations^ nothing lefs than its eternal nar 

:ture can be.imported; and ,by its builder and 

maker being God, it is expreffed to be his 

^ork, in a higher, and altogether different 

^fenfe, from that of his being the builder and 

maker of all things which are temporal, and 

-which will be changed and pafs away. 

Our Lord faid. What andify^Jkall fee the 
.Son of Man afccnd wp where he was before f 
John vi. 62. — This place to which our Lord 
^fcended, where he was before he came into 
the world^ muft be eternal; and fo it is de- 
scribed in the Pfalms, Lift up your heads, O 
ye gat€Sf and be ye lifted up, ye everlalting 
doors J and the King of Cloryfkail come in:-^ 
WiQ is the King of Glory f The Lardftrong 
^}id mtghly — the Lord niightyinMtik^-^Ltfi 
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up your heads ^ ye gates ^ even lift ihem up:^ 
ye evcrlafting ioors^ and the King of Glory 
jfhall come in. — Who is the King of Glory ^ 
The Lord o/Hofts.he is the King. of Glory. 

We know, faitn the Apoft le, that if our earths 
ly houfe of this tabernacle were dij[blved^ we 
have a building of God, an houfe not made witl^ 
hands ^ eternal m the heavens. This, undoubt- 
ed, was the great original of the pattern which 
the Lord fhewed Moies in the mount; and 
it is here fpoken of as the property of believ- 
ers, for it was given to ihem in Chrift Jefus, 
— PT;? have a buiWmg of God; an lioule not 
made with hands^ eternal in the heavens, 

John faw the^r<?^ city,, the holy Jervfalem^ 
dejcending out of heaven fr 6m God, having the 
glory of God. Effential, eternal glory is here 
evidently intended; for by its having the 
glory of God, this city is defcribed and diflin- 
guifhed from all fuch other things as are 
merely declarative of the glory of God: and 
to exprefs the fame thing, it is faid, that tlifi 
glory of God did lighten it, in diftinSiion from' 
the light of the fun, and the moon, and all 
created light.— This is called the tabernacl'e 
of God, Rev. xxi. 3, and muft be the fame 
which is called a building of Cod, not made 
with hands, citrvxVil in the heavens; and the 
high and holy place, where the Moft High 
dwelleth. 

God is faid to dwell in light, which no^man 
in a mortal ftate c^n approach untp; and the 
fiiints gone to God, are diftingyilhcd from 
"thofe in the body, and called j^in/j in light: 
We undcrftand, however, by God's dweiiing 
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in light, no more than his dwelling in hea* 
Ten; and by the departed faints being m 
Rght, no more is underflood than that they 
are gone to God in heaven. But, that light 
and glory in which God dwells, and which 
renders him invifible and iiiaccefllbie, mufl 
be in its nature eternal. 

What other than immortal glory could be 
that throne, feeu by the elders of Iirael, when 
they went up with Mofes into the mount of 
God ; which they defcribed to be, as it were 
a'paved work of afapphirejtone^ and as it were 
tat body of heaven in his clearmf^ '^ Or that 
feen by Ifaiah, upon which the Lord was fit- 
ting, high and lifted up '^ 

What but efTential, eternal glory, was th^c 
aSorable vifion, opened to Ezekiel, of the 
living creatures, tne wheels, and the firma^ 
nent and throne ; the defcription of wliich he 
calls the likenefs of the glory oj God; and at 
the fight of which he fell upon his face ? Or 
that of Daniel, of the throne on which the 
Ancient of Days did fit ; which he defcribes 
to be as the fieiy Jlame, and his wheels burn* 
ing fire? What was that bright cloud which 
overihadowed th6 difciples m the mount of 
transfiguration, andthebrightnefs which they 
then faw upon the countenance and raiment 
of the Lord ? The evangelift fays, behold, a 
voice out of the cloud, which /aid, this is my 
beloved Son in whom I am well p leafed ; hear 
'^^ehim : but Peter, relating the fame.glorious 
fcene, fays. He received from God the Father 
'honour and glory, when there camefuch a voic^ 
to him/rovi the QxctWcm Glory , This is my 
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heloved Son, in zohom lam wcUpleafed. AnS 
this voice which came from heaven, we hcard^ 
^hcn we were with him in the holy moimt^ 
This cloud then was Heaven ; excellent Glo^ 
ry ; glory uncreated, tranfcer^dcnt ,?ind di- 
vine. 

And wh?rt, al To, waj? that great white throne^ 
which Jo^in faw, upon which was feated the 
judge of all ? Ihat this throne ^belongs ef« 
fentially to the wor^ of Gfod, and is of the 
eternal Cubftance, is evident ; for, whilft ihc. 
«arth and heaven were feento Jleeaway, an4 
there was »fbund no place for them ; thif 
iUnds, and fupports ItiU the adminiftraiioa 
<>[ eternal judgment ' 

The inheritance of tl>e faints in Jight \% 
galled an eternal inheritance : and Paul fayj 
to the Corinthians, we flrive for an im:orriifkt 
table crown ; and again, to Timothy, Hence^ 
Jorth there is laid v^ J or me a crown of right- 
^oufnefs, which the Lord, the righteous Jud§i 
jliall give me at that day ; and not to me only, 
hut unto all them that love his appearing^-^ 
James fays, Blejfed is the man that enduretk 
temptation : for whe% he is tried he Jhall re^ 
<eive a crowvn of life, whkh the Lord hath 
promifed to them that love him : and Peter 
Jlyles it a CFown of glory thatfadd:h not away* 
This is that eteraal intereft, fo often calle4 
a kingdom and city, which is prepared for the 
faithful, and was given to them in Chr^ Je- 
fus before the world was : on which accouog: 
^hey are called bicffed of the Fathei\ and Goi 
is not ajliamed to be called their God. Thelk^ 
^urdy, are eternal things* 
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J^RE.ExfSTBKCE, StC. OF ChRIST^ 1^ 

' Wherefore, faith the Apofllc, Wig look not 

gi the things which are fern, but at the things 

which are unfeen : J or the things which are 

fi€n are temporal; bid the things which are 

n$tfeen are eternal. 

3. The eternal Heaven confifts^ of diftinflf 
parts. 

As the Heaven of God exifts in the eter* 
lial operation of the diviiie principle : accor- 
ding to theory, it nwft be conceived of as be- 
'i([^ a world, and to have a frame and rea! 
form, according to the nature of the divine 
will ; all which glory is contained in the ef- 
feotial word of God; 

And to this, again, agree the fcriptures^ . 
The pattern (hewed in the moimt, had dif* 
<n6l parts, and was a certain forn*and frarae^ 
According ta which Mofcs was commanded 
to make all things m his divine economy r 
which/M we have noticed, was a pattern of 
heaveniy and eternal things ; thofe things^ 
l^refore, muft tkemfclves have diftinftparts^ 
and be a moft glorious form, and frame of e- 
fernal workmanfhip. This pattern, upon a? 
^eat Icafe, was threefold, and fliewed three 
mftin6l parts ; and the fame device unfoK 
ded in numberlefs views of the whole won- 
derful ftruQure^ 

The glopy of the God of Ifrael, which the 
dders with^Mofes faw in the mount Horcb, 
is in like manner defcribed as with a formv 
amdas having the famediftinft p^rts and three- 
foid glory I firft, a ^/ory like as to aground; 
©r, aj a wtre apivedwork of afapphire Jtone : 
fccondly^ a^/ary in likenefs as to an expanfe j 
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or, as it were the body oj lieaven in his ckitf» 
Tiefs : and thirdly, a glory that was above attd 
filled alL 

The word of the Lord came exprefsly «n* 
to Ezekicl, in the vifion he faw by the river 
Chebar; and the defcription he gives of it 
bears the fame imppeiTion and likcnefs ; it 
had a form, and the fame diftinft parts and 
threefold glory ; the view here given of the 
cherubim, wheels, &c. whofe running and 
returning, emitted glory the moft powerful, 
like a flaih of lightning; is wonderfully ex* 
preflive of that part of the divine will exhib- 
ited in the fervice work of our Lord Jefua 
Chrift: And that, given of the Spirit, in o* 
bedience to which the living creatures and 
wheels went, and the voice from the firma- 
ment that was over them, when they Jiood^ or 
had done the work they were fent to do, ac- 
cords, exactly, with the will of the Father, 
which fent forth Chrift into the world, and 
which announced him as his be/oved Son ; 
and alfo, the view which we have, as of a 
throne, and of one in appearance as a man 
above upon it, agrees perfectly with the ftatc 
of Chrift's exaltation* 

It will be underftood, that I only hint at 
• the truth contained in thefevifions; they arc 
views of a whole world, and each one con* 
tains a full fy ftem. In this of Ezekiel there wd« 
a fire, or a glory infolding itjelf, and a wheel 
in the middle oJ a wheeL But it may be feen 
that ever appearance fhewed the fame de- 
vice, and that the whole is comprifed in the 
divine principle, or will of God^ contained 
.in the doclrine of Chrilh 
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Daniel^ alfo, defcribes this eflential glory 
of. God, di(lin6ily, and as being threefold:-— 
Firft, his garment was white as /how, and the 
hair of his head like the dure wool, — It is ob- 
fervea, that the difciples allude to this de- 
fcription, in fpeafcing of the glory of Chrift 
in the mount of transfiguration, that his rai^ 
ment became /hitting^ exceeding white as fnow ; 
Jo as no fuller on earth can white them: St* 
condly, his throne was like the Jiery Jlame i 
and, thirdly^ his wheels as burning fire.-^ 
The order of the defcription here is reverfed. 
It appears, therefore, both from the divine 
theory^ and the teftimony of the fcriptures^ 
that in our heavenly Father's houfeare many 
smnjions^ 

4. The heaven of God is a realm and do* 
minion. 

The inftitutiort of Chrift, or the fettingup 
of a king, implies a throne and kingdom; 
and asj accordmg to theory^ the Lord Chrift 
was fet up from everlafting, we are led to 
contemplate a realm and government of ^Z^- 
nal glory. 

And to this, moreover, agree the fcriptures t 
From everlajling to everlafting^ thou art God^ 
P&lm xc, — ^God is a name of authority, and 
implies the exercife of power and govern* 
ment. Thy throne is ejlablijhed of old: thou 
\artfrom everlajling, Pfalih xciii. i. c. he is 
king from everlafting.— W%^ kingdom is an 
everlajling kingdom, Daniel vii. 27. 

That eminent divine, Dr. Thomas Good^ 
win, remarking upon the word potentate, in 
,the Doxology, 1 Tim. vi. 15, obferved^that 
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it referred not only to the dominion of the 
Lord over all created things, but alfo to a 
kingdom feaUd in himfelf\ and to an exercife 
of power and fovereignty in his own eternal 

purpofe. 

1 his kingdom is fet out in the fcriptures 
by a throne; jujlice and judgment are theha^ 
bitation of thy throne, Pfalm Ixxxix. ver, 14 : 
by a guard. Who isjlrong like unto thy faiths 
fulnejs round about thee? ver. 8 : by mace- 
bearers. Honor and majejly are before him^ 
Pfalm xcvi. and by harbingers, and commif- 
lioners; Mercy and truth Jhall go before thy 
face, Pfalm Ixxxix. 14. He fliall fend from 
heaven. Whom fhall he fend? Godfhallfend 
forth his mercy and his truth, Pfalm Ivii.-— 
Creatures might fail; but if mercy and truth 
— his mercy and his truth be employed to 
difpatch the bufmefs of his promifes and 
threatenings, and to accomplilh all his plea- 
fufe, they will do it thoroughly. — The Lord 
reigneth, he is clothed with majejly, Pfalm xciii. 
1 , — MajeRy is his eternal robe. His kingdom 
began . from everlafiing: he reigned within 
himfeif from eternity: Then it was, that by 
one a/mighty aft, he clothed himfclf with ma- 
jelly, and covered himfeif with light; and waS 
exalted and glorified in his oxvnflrengih. 

It has often been noticed in the fcriptures, 
how remarkably the word heaven is joined 
with the appropriate ufe of the name Father; 
as though this giory cf God in heaven, and 
this hi.s relation to his people in Chrift, fub- 
fifted together, and were infeparable. I will 
only iiiiiance from Matth, And glorify your 
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Father which is in heaven, v. 16. That ye may 
Be the children of your Father which is in hea^ 
ven, ver. 45. Be ye therefore perje6i, even as 
your Father which is in heaven isperJeSi, vcr, 
48. — Our Father which art in heaven, vi. 9. 
How much more fhall your Father which is in, 
htaven give good things? vii. 11. But he that 
doth the will of my Father which is in heaven^ 
ver. 2 1 . hlim will I confefs alfo before my Fa^ 
ther which is in heaven, x. 32. Him will I ai- 
Jo d*ny before my Father which is in heaven, 
ver, 33. — Fiefh and blood hath not revealed it 
unto thee, but viy Fatb r which is in heaven^ 
X vi, 1 7. Their angels dp always behold the fa. e 
of my Father ijohich is in heaven, xviii. 10. — 
It fhall be done for them of my Father which is 
in heaven, ver, ig. — For one is your Father 
which is in heaven^ xxiii. g.—Your heavenly 
Father will a fo forgive you, vi. 14. — Yet your 
heavenly Father feedcth them, ver. 26, — Yotir 
heavenly Father knoweth that ye have ned of 
all thfe things, ver. 32. — Every plant w<icb 
my heavenly Father hath not planted fhall be 
rooted up, xv. 13. — So like wife Jhall my hear- 
ty Father do alfo unto you, xviii. 35. And, ac- 
cording to the divine theory, it appears that 
the eternal glory of God, even his own hea* 
ven, and his relation to a throne and domin- 
ion there, exifts in that fame tranfa6lion, 
which conftitutes his relation of Father and 
God, both to Jefus Chrift and to his people^ 
The fame cbfervation may be made, re- 
fpe61ing the appropriate or covenant ufe of 
the name God; that it is never fo ufed but 
in connexion with heaven, and eternal things. 
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The firft time that the word God was ufed 
•with a relative, was in the covenant of prom- 
ife to Abraham, which included the eternal 
intereft; and it was then ufed in the future 
tcnfe, / wtll be their God-, but when^ Abra- 
ham, Ifaac, and Jacob were gone to heaven, 
the name was u^d relatively in the prefent 
tenfe, as at the burning bufh, I am the Godof 
Abraham^ &c, — ^The firft time that the name 
of God is ufed with a relative, in the prefent 
tenfe, is in his word to Jacob, Gen, xxxi, 14, 
I am the God of Bethel^ "where thou anoint^dji 
the pillar:, but, this was none other but the 
bouje of God, andthe gate of heaven. And very 
frequently he is called the God of heaven^ in 
order to exprefs his covenant relation to his 
people. — And the firft time this great name 
was ufed, in this manner, in relation to the 
people of Ifrael, was, when the Lord appear- 
ed to deliver them from their bondage m E- 
gypt, and to fet their faces towards the land 
of promife; and after they had pafled the 
Red Sea, it is obferved, that Mofcs, in this 
refpeft, much changed his ftyle, and feldom 
wrote the glorious name, but with fome ap- 
propriating word ; and as they drew ne^arer 
and nearer to this type of the heavenly world, 
his manner of writing the name of the Lord 
our God, and of adding its relatives, became 
ftill more and more remarkable. 

In like manner, our Lord Jefus Chrift, as 
foon as he had called his difciples,and fepa- 
rated them from the world, began to teach 
them to fay. Our Father^ &c. but it is obferv- 
ed, that this peculiar ftyle, became tnore fa- 
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i| iliar and imprcffi ve toward the clofing fccnc j 
cli>ecially in nis laft dilbourfe to them at the 
falpper. 

It is not recorded that our Lord ufed the 
WDrd my Gad, but twice ; once whilft hanging 
up^onthe crofs; and again, addrefling Mary, 
when about to afcena into heaven, he faid, 
Gtf to my brethren, and fay unto them, lafcend 
uma my Father and your Father^ and to my 
Goo! and your God --^Aiidi wherever, in the 
New Teftament, we have nearer views of the 
heavenly glory, the appropriate ufe of this 
name becomes more familiar, and its rela- 
tives more frequent; as in Rev. iii. 21. Hint 
that over Cometh will I make a Pillar in ibe 
Temple of my God, and be Jhall ^0 no more out : 
and I will write upon him the name of my GoJ^ 
and the name of the city of my God, which is 
New Jerufalem, which comet h down out of ben^ 
venjrom my God: and I will write upon him 
my nevD name^ 

Claude, remarking upon the preface of t|:c 
Lord's Prayer, Our Father which art in haa^ 
verij faid, that God is elevated above all things, 
ty being made our Father. (Trite delajuftifi. 
cation.) 1 his was a bold expreffion, but it a- 
grees with the truth. 



Se&ion 2. The Form of God. 

That Chrift was fet up from everlaftin^, 
fmd poffelled a realm of Glory : wherein l e 
exercifed a fovereignty and dominion ovet 
things which are eternal ; fhews that he had. 
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agreeable to the nature of the divine will, i 
real form ; one, the moft glorious, and an 
diftinft and capable of being defined, as thift. 
of the. fun, or of any objeft within the fphea 
of our contemplation. This has the fupport 
of the fcriptures. 

Chrijl^ who is the image of God ^ 2 Cor. iv« 4. 

Who being in the form of God, thought it not 

robbery to be equal with God : But made hifn^ 

Jdfofno reputation, and took upon himlhe 

formof ajervant, Philip, ii. 6, 7. Who is the 

image of the invifible God, CoLi. 15. Whobe^ 

ing the brightnefs of his glory, and the exprefs 

image of his perfon, Heb. i. 3. Man is faid 

to be made in the image, and after the like-^ 

nefsof God, which implies that there is an 

image and form of God. Nebuchadnezzar 

faid, Lo, I fee four men loofe, talking in the 

vddfl of the fire, and they have no hurt, and 

the form of the fourth is like the Son of God. 

In the inftallation of Chrift in heaven, 
which divine attion is included efFentially in 
tbs divine principle, the whole matter of the 
divine will exiftcd in fa6t ; in this eternal tranf- 
a^ion, the Lord Chrift prefented himfelf be- 
fo|*e the Father, with his full cpnfent to the 
psjrental authority ; faying, Loj^ I come to do 
th^ zoill, God: and alfo he was received in 
tils full expreflion of the parental love,^ and 
wiis fet up as a Son, in all the power and 
high authority of that kingdom; and being 
tiius in the form of God ; which is that form 
ofl eternal glory contemplated in the divine 
wjll : and thus bearing the ftate of the ever- 
Jafting Father ; he thought it not robbery tci 
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Iwf equal with God :' Hence he is called the 

^ni^hty God, and the everlajling Father, Ifai. 
!«• 6. As according to the Divine Theory, 
the Son from cverlafting was put into the 
poiTcflion of the eternal throne and kingdom 
of God the Father ; we may fee the grounds 
ofits being faid of him, Heb* i. 8. Thy throne^ 
God, is for ever and ever ; ajceptre ofrighl^ 
eo'^nefs is thefceptre of thy kingdom. 

For the fame reafon, alfo, both the Father 
and the Son appear to be called Ancient of 
Dkys, Dan> vii. The Ancient oj Days didjit^ 
vet, 9. And behold, one like the Son of Man 
eane with the clouds of heaven ^ and came to 
the Antient of Days, and they (the clouds of 
heaveuy) brought him near befcrre him. And 
there was given him dominion, and glory, and 
a kingdbm, that all people, and nations, and 
languages Jhould ferve him : his dominion is 
en everlajting dominion, whicii jhall not pafs 
away, and his kingdom that xk)hichfhall not be 
dejlroyed^ verfes 13, 14. Hiere we have in 
view the eternal truth of thie inftallation of 
Chrift, declaratively, or in the exhibition^' 
Bqt thi^ one like the Son ofiMan, having re^ 
ceived the kingdom and r,*ppearing in th^ 
gUryof the Father, isalfoc|allcd the Ancierit 
of Days, ver. 22. from wh om, immediately, 
judgnxent (hall be given tci the faints of the 
AfollHigh, and they fhall poflefs the king- 
dom* I 

Anciei\t, was the commc|)n name or title of 
a ruler anpong the Jews, j is now fome tribes 
of Indiansy:all their chief 5, white hairs; and 
AS foon as f)ne ofwhateircr age, became a 
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member of the council, he was thus difti fi* 
guifhcd : See Ifai. iii. Behold the Lord of 
/lofts, doth take away from Jerufalem the pi %^ 
dent, and the ancient — and the child fliall \e- 
have himfelf proudly againjl the ancient^ and 
the bafe (Xgainjl the honourable. Chap. ix..«— 
The ancient and honorable, be is the head end - 
the prophet that teacheth lies, he is the tail;, a jid 
Chap. xxiv. Then the moon Jhall be conjo^p^ 
A'dj and tSe fun ajhamed, when the Lord * of 
Ilofts Jhall f^'gn in mount Zion, and in.Jerfifa^ 
km, and before his ancients ghrioujly. See a fib, 
Ezek. viii. .^on of Man haji thou feen nt hat 
the ancisnts of the houfe of Ifraeldo in the da^ ^k ? 
and Chap. ix.. Then they began at the anc knt 
men which we ye before the houfe. 

The Father is Ancient of Days — King e. ter^ 

nal, immortal, < i?td iivifble. And the Son, -bc^ 

ing from the b eginning a member of co on- 

cil, and in the form of God ; is alfo Anc ient 

of Days, 77je . blejfed and only Potentate, the 

King of Kings, and Lnrd of Lords, who §nly 

^hath immortali y, dwelling in the light u bicb 

vo man can appi 'oach unto, whom no man ihatb 

fen, nor can fee ; to whom be honor and pcnvet 

I'^irrla/iing. Ami n 

Some, in aue aipting to prove the diviidity 
of Chrift, have < :onfounded the diftinftio d of 
leather and Son : but this is unnecefl?.ry and 
injurious: the d ivinity of the Son will be 
fupponed, not I: y confounding thir, difliiic- 
tion, but by c!ea ring it : Let the iruth that 
Jfus Chriji is tl eSon of God be ^^llablifhcd, 
and his divinity ( tannot be doub^ ,f d. 

The view whi jh we every v^iitrt have » 
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tlwf fiiriptures, of the exiftence of an operation 
of the divine will, before the world was, by 
^faich Chrift was brought forth and fct up in 
tFhcglory of the eternal heaven ; and that he had 
thus a real form i this, together with the man* 
ner of his appearing in the world previous to 
his incarnation, originated the opinion of the 
pre-exittence of his human foul, and that the 
wifdom and word of God was united to it 
before the world began. This opinion of the 
umon of the divine word with a human foul, 
i^pears tohave been entertained by the peo* 
pie of God previous to the incarnation of 
Chrift ; and it has been adoptdl more or lefs 
in almoft every Chriftian age. — Doubtlefs, 
Ariu§, and others have made ufe of this opi- 
nion for a bad purpofe; this, however, docs 
not prove it falfe ; the moft indifputable doc- 
trines have been perverted for the worft of 
purpofes. 

Bqt, refpefting this 6pinion, it may be ob- 
ferved, that a weighty obje£lion is found a- 
gainft it, in the difficulty of admitting the 
iuppofition of the exiftence of the human 
fool before the bbdy; it is alfo obfervcd, 
that the fafts which have led to the fuppofi- 
tioii, arc fully explained in the Divine 1 hei- 
tory without it: yea, moreover, it ismanifeft 
/ that the matter, which chiefly originated the 
opinion, belongs eflentially to the divine will ; 
and that the operation itielf, and all the im- 
mediate refult of it, is iacluded ncceffarily in 
the eternal divine exiftence. 

If this opinion be admitted, however, it 
does not materially affe^ the theory ; it is 

X 
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merely .contemplating one more link intMif 
chain of divine operation; which, if a fafty 
mull cxift between the divine purpofc and 
primary operation, which is the eternal priii- 
eiple, and the framing of the worlds. — But 
as this opinion is in its nature fubjefl: to ffrcat 
cmbarraffment*, and as that matter ot the 
pre-exiftent glory of Chrift, which* originat-t 
cd, and has principally fupported the fenti- 
ment, may be demonftratea to belong <?flcrt* 
tiaily to the Godhead, or the^ eternal princi- 
ple ; as alfo, the ufc of it is not difcoveredjr 
and the divine theory appears to be complete 
without it ; there docs not appear evidfcncc 
of its being a faft; and k will not, therefore^ 
be confidered as belonging to the theory. 

And when the truth of the divine princi^ 
pie is admitted^ and it is confidered that the 
primary divine operation, or the beginning of 
the creation ofGodt is eternal, being co-cxis^ 
tent, and one with the diVine purpofe, it is 
thought this cjueftion will wholly fubfide ; fori 
undoubtfedly, the primary operation of the di^ ' 
vine will gave rife to the opinion of the pre- 
exiftence of the human foul, and has^een 
ils principal fupport; but it is evident^ both 
from reaibn and the fcripturea, that this mat^ 
tcr exifts in the divine principle itfelft — ^In 
contemplating' this fa61:, therefore, we are led 
too for to find fu^pport for the opinion of the 
pre-exiftence of tfie human foul, which is not 
Ibppofed to exift from eternity, and to belong 
effentially to the Godhead. — Let the divine 
theory appear compleic, and the idv*a of 
Ghriil's being brought forth as a Son, and hi« 
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%«»g, in the form of God, ififtalled in the 
kingdom and glory of heaven, be found to 
fcclong to another fubjeft, and the mind 
fcarchmg for truth, as to this queftion, will 
^cft fatisfied. 

The divine theory, however, is not under- 
ftood as rejecting the idea of the pr^-extjlenc€ 
of the human foul; on the contrary, it offers 
^the idea of the pre-exiftence of all things, or 
of their exittcnce in a beginning or princi- 
ple ; but this is eternal exillence. — Wifdom, 
nerfelf, hath a foul: Wi/dom Jhall praife her 
f&uli and a foul is human exiftence. — What 
though the human nature has been Wifdom's 
darling, and before the heavens were pre- 
pared, and before the earth and the depths, 
ntr delights were with the Jons of men? Still 
the human foul was not all that pre-eidfted 
in the wifdom of God: For fhe faith. The 
Lord poffejffed me, the beginning of his ways, 
Prov. viii, 22- — And the Apoftle writes,— 
Though faith we underhand that the worlds 
were framed of the Word of God, fo that not 
of things appearing were the vifible things made^ 
Heb, ix. 3. In Chriji, therefore, we-are led to 
contemrplate the beginning, the pre-exiflencs^ 
the great injlttute isind glorious type of all God^s 
works, ' 

Another circumftance relative to the truth 
of Chrill, which has led to the idea that, in 
his preexiftent flate, he was a complex be- 
ing, or that he exifted with two natures, is 
this, that in the divine record we are referred 
to his divinity, as being fomething that bears 
^ diftitiQ; name, which either he dwells in, or 
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which dwells in him. See the following paft 
fages: Who beiffg in the form of God, tlwughi 
it not robbery to be equal zoith God.-^Dwellfng 
in the light zvhich no man can approach imto. 
*^And the Word was made JUJhj and dwelt gm 
mongns; and we beheld his glory, tht glory 
as of the only begotten of the Fathers full of 
grace and truth.^ — For it pleafed the Father^ 
that in him^^w/^all fulnefs dwell, — In whom 
^re hid all the treafures of wifdom and know- 
Jedge, — For in him dweilethall the fulnefs o£ 
the Godhead bodily, — God hath given to us 
eternal life: and this life is in his Son. — And 
it is obferved, that the record of God con- 
cerning the divinity of Chrifl was expreffed 
in the fame manner before his incarnation, 
as it has been fin ce, and gives us the fame 
complex idea, if this be a proper term, of this 
glorious Perfon, that we have now in the 
New Teftament. — The name of God was in 
the angel, Exod. xxiii^ 21; and alio, in the 
beginning was the Word. 

But, confidering the fubjeft in the light of 
the divine theory, it may be eafily perceived, 
that this is the lame thing which has been fo 
fully illuftrated, as being eflential to the na- 
ture of the divine principle, and mode of di- 
vine exiftence, viz; that the Father is in the 
Son, and the Son in the Father. The Word 
that was in the beginning, the name that was 
in the angel, and the eternal life, which is in 
the Son, is plainly no other thing than that 
parental will, or commandment, wnich Chrifl: 
the Lord received before the world was; 
which formed his own filial charader, and 
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^bich he has given to us, that we alfo may 
be made the Sons of God. Again, being re- 
warded as a Son, with the glory of the Fa- 
ther, and inftalJed upon the throne, in his e- 
ternal kingdom, which completes our view 
<)f the purpofe or will of God, he is thus tru- 
ly in the form o/God^ and in him dwelleth all 
the/k/n^ of the Godhead. 

/The divine will, in thefe diftinft parts, the 
^ruth of which is effcntial to the filial charac- 
ter, and is imported by the name of the Son 
of God, conltitutes the divinity of Chrift ; 
iind this fame blefled will, as has been (hewn, 
is as cflential to the parental charafler, is im- 
ported by the name, and conftitutes alfo the 
divinity of the Father, — The divinity of the 
father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoft, fubfifts manifeftly in this one eternal- 
ly blefled and adorable principle of parental 
^nd filial love. — So that the great obfcurity 
and perplexity, which has fo much prevailed 
concerning the divinity of Chrid, has arifen 
evidently from darknefs refpeding the form 
of God, and the mode of divine exiftence,or 
in what divinity truly confifts: It is a dark- 
nefs, equally grofs, as it refpefts the Father 
himfelf, and in what divinity eflentially con- 
fifts, as it does the true charafter of the Son, 
And, in the fame degree that a man is in the 
dark refpefling the divinity of the Son, he is 
really in the dark refpefting the divinity of 
the Father. 

Some have conceived, that in eternity, 
Chrift was merely fet up in the purpofe of 
God, and that- neither iiimfelf, nor the glory 
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of his lingdom, exifted, in faft, till the exhlr 
J)ition in time ; but it is thought, as to thw^ 
that enough has been faid, to {hew that it it 
;a mifconception.— Chrift vras fet up, or or- 
dained, before the world began, and eternal 
life was given to us in him before the worl(ji 
was. But a mere purpofe to fet up and or* 
dain, is not fetting up and ordaining; and tht 
purpofe of beftowing a gift is not giving. Set- 
ting up or ordaining is a fatl, and benowing 
a gift is a real deed, an adual transfer of prO" 
perty, Chrift, therefore, pre-exilled the crea- 
tion; and the pre-exillence of Chrift implies, 
that there exifled a heavenly world, and eUrr 
fial things of a certain form and fyftcn^^ 



SeSiion^. The archetype of the crea- 
tion. 

The word or will of God dwelling in Chriit, 
or the divine principle firft opening in him 
^s the beginning of the creation of God; open- 
ing and expanding ftill farther in him as the 
Angel of the Church; and, finally, fully dif- 
played in h\m as the Son over his own Houfe^ 
is the tfuth manifcfted by the whole creation, 
and the one infinite and adorable faft record- 
ed and witnefled throughout the infpired vo- 
lume. — 'As, therefore, all things declarative^ 
ly are merely the evidence of Jefus Chrift*s 
divinity ; — and as the works of creation 
and providence, and alfo the fcriptures, 
are of him, and through him, and to him^ 
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*nd are only expreflive or declarative of hi^ 
glory ; all this excellence muft exift diilin£l-i 
ly in him, as his cffential divinity, and bd 
thus the Archetype of all God's works. 

In a view, therefore, of the pre-exiftent 
glory of Chrift, we are led to contemplate 
the perfcQ fampler, or inftitute of the crea- 
tion ; the foundation, according to which all 
things were framed; the head by which all 
things confift ; the primary operation frorrt 
which all fecondary and progreflTive opera-* 
tions proceed; the one omnipotent fad, of 
which ^11 the works of creation and provi- 
dence are the expreffion, and to which they 
til conform, as to a moft perfeft rule or pat- 
tern. 

The reafon has been already afftgned, why 
the divine principle is contemplated under 
ihe name of the fecond perfon- of the blefled 
Trinity, the Logos or Word, and that our 
view is fo drawn to Chrift, viz;, becaufe he i^ 
the covenant fubjeft, and the word or will of 
God is in him, and the whole divine difplay 
is made through him. — ^Thus .Chrift, as the 
Beginning, muft have been^ in the form of 
God, and poflcfled of a kingdom, power and 
•glory, full of life, light and felicity. 

This primary eternal work of God muft 
.have been a ■fini/ked work ; for it is evident 
that the operation in which it exifts, is eften- 
tial to the Divine Being, and that aright 
'^iew of the divine principle will no more ad- 
mit of the fuppofition of a fiieceftion of oper- 
ations, than it will admit of that of a fuccef- 
fionof volitions and. purpofes.-^And to this^ 
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agree the fcriptures. By him all things cort^ 
Jijl, CoL i. 1 y, — The works were finiflied frork 
the foundation of the worlds Heb. iv, 3. — Be^ 
fore me there was nothing formed of God, neCr 
iherf hall there be after me, Ifaiah xliii. 10.-^ 
Here then we have in view the finiihed work 
of God; and as before this nothing exifted 
in faft, we may neither form conceptions, nor 
ufe terms denoting the exiftencc of any thing 
ox being, before this effential and true glory 
of God, which is the beginning or principle 
of all things; for fuch conceptions muft be 
mere imaginations, and fuch terms muil be 
ufed without inftruftion. 

The Beginnings as has been fhewn, is Chrift^s 
primary name. Then f aid they unto him. Who 
art thou? — And Jefus faith unto them, The 
Beginning One, and t/iat I fay to you,* Johii 
viii. 25, — Who is the Beginnings Col. 1 iS. 
And in him was the Word ; In the beginning 
ivas the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God, John i i.— This is 
the moll plain declaration, that there was in 
him true divinity, and an exprellibn of the 
efl'ential glory of God, And this pre-exiftent 
glory was the foundation of the earthy and the 
beginning of the creation of God. — In the be* 
ginning God created the heaven and the earthi 
Gen. i. 1. — And thou, Lord, in the beginning, 
haft laid the foundation of the earth, Heb. i. 
30. — The beginning of the creation of God, 
Rev. iii. 14. It appears therefore that Chrift 
is not merely the efficient caufe, but alfo is 
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liimfelf the foundation and beginning ofthi 
creafion. 

The J/iekinahy or cloud of God, was alto* 
gcther fupefnatural; and the glory which 
appeared there, was doubtlefs the uncreated 
form, and pre-exiftent glory of Chrift. And 
it appears to be called a cloud, not only on 
account of its general afpefts, but particular«> 
ly, bccaufe it prcfented a power, the moft in^ 
conceivably aftive and commanding; fuch 
as may be contemplated in that firft and moft 
wonderful agent, the elcftric fire, which, in 
the vifible world, though every where diffuf- 
ed, moft cleatly offers iifclfto yiew in the na- 
tural cloud. 

This, then, is given as a view of our pre- 
ffent argument, or of thetruth of Chrift as the 
Beginning, viz. he was fet up from eVerlaft-^ 
ing, in the realm and dominion of the Fa- 
ther, in heaven, and fo was in the form of 
God ; which pre-exiftent slory of Chrift Waif 
tlie perfeft inftitute, the roundation and be-> 
ginning of the creation. According to which, 
the divine exhibition, in the creation, will be 
fcen to open in a ftate of perfeB harmony^ 
and felicity ; and, in a covenant relation to 
Chrift, with a crown of glory and honor; all 
expreffive of the invijible things dfGod,cvci^ 
his eternal power and Godhead, * 
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CHAPTER II. 

O^F THE UNFOLDING OF THE TRUTH Of 
CHRIST IN THE FIRST CREATION. 



Scftiott 1. The Work of CuatiorL 

TTHE work of creation is attributed in the 
•^ holy fcriptures to the Trinity; and, ac- 
cording to the theory, the Father, the Word,- 
and the Holy Ghoft being neceflfarily in the 
flrft caufe, the divine efficiency, or the exif- 
teixce of the whole univerfe, rauft be afcrib^ 
ed to them equally. But the repeated divine 
declarations, that the heavens and the earth 
were created m Ch/rtfi, andconjfi by him, that 
in aU thin^ji he might have the pre-eminence^ 
evidently intend that he is the Creator and 
Upholder of all things in a diftinft fenfc. 
. By fuch declarations, we are led to con-' 
template Chrift, as the conftituted efficient 
heaa of the creation, and, as being laid in the 
wifdom and purpofe of God, as^ the chofeily 
all meritorious^ foundation of the whole work; 
we are led, both by the fcriptures, and by 
reafon, to contemplate a matter that took 
place in the work of creation, refpefling 
Chrift, fo entirely diftiflft from his being, wi|h 
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tlie Father and the Holy Spirit, the Creator; 
or his concerting together with them the work 
of creation, that he is therein viewed as being 
kimjelf the beginning of the work, and laid 
as the foundation in the profecution of the 
defiga. 

It is certain, from the fcriptures^ that a 
tranfaflion took place, refpefting Chrift, pre- 
vious to the exiftence of the heaven and earth, 
which is to be confidered as properly the be- 
ginning of the creation, as tne laying of the 
foundation is to be confidered the beginning 
of the fabric. — And it is all important to the 
attainment of clear ideas of tne divine cha- 
rafter and counfel, to know that the begirt^ 
ning of all the works of God was in the efta- 
blimment of a Chrifi, slt^q, Chrifi alone; and 
that in Chrift, as the foundation, all God's 
works from eternity were completely em- 
braced. 

The knowledge of a relation fuftained by 
Chrift to the creation, as of the foundation 
to the fuperftrufture, or head to the body^ 
by a conuitution of divine counfel, diftinft 
from the idea of a relation by mereefficien- 
cy, is abfolutely neccffary in order to account 
for the exiftence of the creation ; or, indeed, 
to conceive of the divine efficiency in the 
creation of worlds ; for, we can have no ra- 
tional idea of God's being connefted with 
creatures, otherwife than by fome infinitely 
meritorious medium. 

And, after all the boafled theories of crea- 
ture-excellence and merit, fuggefted by the 
jpride of mart, the theory ofChn/t, or that of a 
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conftitution, divinely framed, uniting the cre»*' 
tures vith the. Creator, as by a foundation or 
head, or crowp pf glory and honor, can on- 
ly explain the poffibility of God's fuftaining 
tnc relation of Creator. Without the know^ 
Jcdgc of Chrift, man is in utter darknefs ; and, 
if he attempts to explain his own exiftenc^^ 
or to take one ^ep m moral philofophy, he 
inuft neceffarily ftumble upon the dark moun- 
tains of atheifm or idolatry, Bpt we are nowj 
entering upon that part of ihe^ w^k, which » 
to corifift chiefly of a ftatement of fafts, and, 
at prefent, we mean only to ftate'this re- 
vealed fafi concerning ihje-^ creation of the 
world. ' « • ' ^ 

The truth of Chri^fl:, as being the head of* 
.all things that are in heaven arid that are in 

^ earth, vifible and inviCble,is^ clearly exprefs- 
cd by the names in 'which he appears m the 
work of creation; Here he is called the Be- 
ginning,: — Iji the beginning G?(?^ created ihe 
heaven and the earth. Gen. i, i. This name. 
Rev. iii. 14. is written out at full length, viz. 1 
The Beginning of the creation of God. — The 
Lord^ by wifdom, hath founded the earth; by; 
tindc^flandirig fiath he ejlabliflied the heavens^ 
Proy. iii. ig.-^— By him all things confift, Col;^ 
\. 17.— P^A^?, being the brightnefs of his glory, 

.and the eoi^irefs image of his per/on, and up- 

.holding all things by the word of his power ^ 
HeB. i, 3. — Chrift is often referred to in the 
peculiar fcripture expreffion, which, perhaps, 
ihay alfo be confidered as one of his glorious 

. names, //^^ Foundation of the World. In many 
fuch pafTages Chrift is clearly revealed, as the. 
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Head, Inftitute, or Foundation of the Crea- 
tion. 

The mapy plain paflages of fcripture, at- 
tributing the work of creation equally and 
direftly to the Father, the Word, and the 
Holy Spirit, leave no room for the fuppofi* 
tion that Chrift was ufed as an in/trument in 
that work, otherwifc than as a conftituted 
Head, or an Archetype, may be called an in- 
|lrument^ The idea ot a fecondary agency, or 
efficiency, is unwarranted and irreconcilable 
both with the fcripturesand reafon. The re- 
peated divine declarations therefore^ that all 
things were created in Chrift, and by Chrift^ 
teach us, that he is the mfdium, foundation^ 
pr conftituted head of the creation* 

The Apoftle to the Ephefians, chapter iii. 
pnfolding the ?»5^^ry and uvfearchabje rich- 
esofChriJl,xh?x the Gentiles mould h^ fellow 
Jlf^its, and of the fame body, dnid partakers oj 
ihepromife in Chrift; Of whom the whole fa-- 
J mi/y in heaven and earth is named; goes back 
(q this foundation of the whole creation, and 
i)b{erves, that this divine myftery, or deep 
Qounfel of God, of the whole fa^iily in hea- 
ven and earth being named of Cnrift, was 
from the beginning of the world hid in God, 
who created all things ly Jefus Chrijt: l&y 
which it is plainly intfmated, that m this 
Uuth of God's creating all things by Jefiis 
Chrift, is the grand difclofure of the divine 
(theme. — O, what manifold wifdom of God 
might be known, and fliall be made known, 
by the church, according to the eternal pur- 
pofe which he purpofed in Chrift. Jefus our 
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Lord! For of him, and to him, and throoj^ 
him, are all things, to whom be glory for 
ever* — Amen. 



THE fubjeft of natural philofophy, though 
it refuks from the divine theory, and affords 
vaft profpefts and entertainments to the 
mind, as far as poffiblc, muft be difpenled 
vith in this work: for it has not been fo 
much the objefl of my enquiry ; and numer- 
ous principal fafts, relative to the difpofition 
of natural things, are beyond the reach of my 
means of knowledge. 

I am fenfible that it is reverfing the com* 
' mon obfervation, yet there is realon to fup- 
' pofe, that we may come to the knowledge of 
the truth of divine things with much greater 
certainty, than we can to the knowledge of 
natural things; for the Bible was written to 
inftrufl us, not fo much in the philofophy of 
nature, as in the knowledge of God; wecaa 
depend upon the fcriptures, as a general re* ' 
cord of fafts of a divine nature; but we have 
no hiftory that will give us the fame advao^ 
tage on natural ground. The great objeQ to 
engage our attention in fearchmg for truths 
in all cafes, is to find the fafts; when they 
are known, it is not fo difficult to apply a 
principle. 

But it appears neceffary to our defign, ta^ 
offer fome view of the natural frame of the 
world; fo far, at lead, as this is done is 
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therefore, in this place exhibit, very briefly, 
that view of this lubjeft which appears to re* 
fait from the theory, and to be offered in the 
fcriptures^ and likewife to comport with the 
bed obfervations and experiments we are ca- 
pable of making upon things of this nature4 
At the fame time I would have it underftood^ 
that I do not confider this as being properly 
a part, but only as an appendage to the Di- 
vine Theory. 

Mofes evidently conneQs the frame of na-» 
tare with the beginning; and his^ account 
contains, undoubtedly, a connefting link be- 
tween things invifible, and of an eternal frame^ 
and that difpofition or fafhion of things, 
irhich is vifible and temporal. 

The work of the four firft days of crea^ 
tion completed the frame of the world, which 
IS the fubjeft now in view: And it may he 
obferved, that Mofes defcribes this as four 
diftin£l and fucceffive operations of the di- 
vine will ; and that the firft prepared and 
Opened the way for the fecona, and the fe- 
cond for the third, &c. and that the work of 
toch fucceflive day was wrought in continue 
ance of the firft operation, and was, as it 
were, a new movcment/orward of that pow- 
er which commenced this glorious feenc of 
divine a£lion. 

From the grounds of the remark made in 
the fcatemcnt of the divine principle, that all 
me can know of the works of God is their 
difpofiuon anfwerable to his purpofe or will'; 
and from the obfervation made in the firit 
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chapter^ refpefting the form of God, and tKe 
divine pircfence in ihcjhekinah or lupernatur- 
kl cloud ; We may conclude, that thtjirjl 
difpqfition of the creation, anfwerable to a 
principle, fuch as that we have alluded to as 
being moft apparent in the cloud, or the/Za/^ 
bf the eUments, firjt i/fuing from the toun- 
tain of the divine will ; muft be that which 
we ttrm Jiiiid. And, to an attentive obferver 
of the forms of the various niatcrials which 
conipofe this globe, it would feem apparent; 
that the folids were formed original! jr of flu- 
ids. — ^This- certainly is agreeable to the view 
given of the firft fiate of the creation, in the 
nrft chapter of GenefiS ; and the elements in 
fuch a ftatc, urifeparated, would be, as there 
defcribed, a great dup^ without form and 
void, and the face of it would be covered 
with darknefs. 

. The frame of the creation, according td 
the principle in view, muft exift by "^ rtla^ 
tive motion of the elerrients, which; fimp!%\ 
is the idea of a feparatidri in the fluid: I (hall, 
tnerefore, call ihih Jepdrating moiion. 

To an attentive bbfcrver of the opfetaticihi 
of nature, particularly of thofe which are fo 
apparent in the forming and difplaying of 
tne clouds; it may be obferved, that among 
the cohftituerit elements, there is one whicn 
appears td take the command, as thegovfern*^ 
in'g agent in thofe movements. The element . 
or party moving, according to this natural 
view, is that wohderful agent in nature, nam- 
ed E/ellrical Fluid; and the party moved 
Upon, or to which this relates ju motion, in* 
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\lie ftat^ in which we now contemplate it, 
inay be jproperly denominated waters, or va- 
bours, Tuch as, together with th« eleftrical 
'fluid compofe a cloud. 

The primary relation of the eleftrical flu- 
id to waters or moiftures, may be traced irl 
its every motion. — To ufe the original Word 
. refpefting the agency of (he Spirit of God in 
creation. Gen. i. 2. brooding^ or hovering up- 
x>n the waters is the natural or JBrft ftate of 
this great agent in nature, which we may call 
the vital fpirit of thie creation. It is known 
<)f this mod fubtile and aftive power, that it 
will never reft or be t ranq ui I ized, until it moft 
perfetlly embraces this objeft. 

Again, one fluid moving in or upon ano- 
jlher, muft produce a mutual undulatory or 
vibt-atory motion. iThis is the known philo* 
fophy of light. 

Here then we have oUr 'theory complete; 
ja party moving, a party complying with the 
motiori, and a glorious refult, vi^. the light 
of the natural world. Moreover, this move- 
^ Inent of the fluid, when completed, will form 
a fphere^ or circle ; fOr it is a given point in 
this theory, that whatever moves, moves in a 
tircle ; which firft rotation, illuminating the 
.whole fphere^ forms one day. 

liYitfphere being thus formed, according 
to the nature of this mofl: aftive power, a fe- 
fcond movement will exift in another direc- 
tion ; for it is well known of this moving flu- 
id, that, formed into any particular fphere, it 
will powerfully attraft what is witTiin a cer- 
tain line, (call it a central line) and repel 

Z 
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what is witKout it, which is evidently owm^ 
to a movement commencing at that line in 
every direftion 5 and which, we may natof^ 
ly fuppofe, is but the progreflion of the fartie 
moving body; Wherefore, from that line 
there muft open a firmament, and the waters 
within or nnderneath would be formed into 
an orb, and thofe without into a concave a*' 
bove the firhiament. 

This movement has be6n called by various 
flames, fuch as attraftion and rcpulfion, or 
pofitive and negative ; but, in order to give 
the idea familiarly, let it be called here ex- 
panding motion. — ^^This fecond relative mo^ 
tidn, according to the principle, miift alfo be 
circular, but in a direftion fomewhat wide 
or tranfverfe from that firft defcribed. — It is 
evident, that in continuance of motion, a 
movement of the fluid muft take place in this 
direflion ; for we'are to conceive of the chan- 
nel of the firft direftion being full, and the 
fluid ftill afting, ifliiing and progrefling from 
its firft fouree, it muft diverge from this 
courfe and take the direftion we call ex- 
panding.-— Thefe two movements conftitute 
the idea of dimenfion, height and depth, and 
length and breadth; — Moreover, we obferve, 
that the motion of the waters here defcribed, 
and the pofitions they aflume, is merely frona^ 
their yielding to the commanding fluid. 

Here, again, we view our theory; a fluid 
expanding, a fluid yielding every way to the 
expanding power, and a refult, z: firmament^ 
or the wide expanfe of heaven. And will it 
be^ thought irrational and imaginary, that 
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^c work of creation fliould afford emblems 
of the Divine Being? This operation, when 
carried through the fphere, filHng the whole 
expanfe with light, as it is a fccond progref- 
fion in the courfe of the firll movement, im- 
plies a fecond day. 

This expanding movement of the flctid 
meeting, with refillence from the water, or 
vapour, now every way encircled and com« 
prefFed, a third movement will be produced, 
which I (hall name, from the general appear- 
ance, ^?'a?7^/m^ motion. This motion, from 
the expanding or tranfverfe dire6libn of the 
commanding fluid being refifted, and there- 
fore terminating, is the philofophy of the 
folids. — From this movement, which will be 
in direftions inconceivably various, may be 
traced out the multiform of the folids. — In 
fome diredions it will move in ft reams, and 
more in lines.-—- In thefe will be formed the 
minerals more or lefs perfeft, ais thefe ftreams 
«nd lines are more or lefs perfeQ and dired ; 
thefe, however, will be comparatively few, 
and in the fprangles, or moft indirefl move- 
ments will be formed the fubftances moft op- 
pofite to the minerals. But I muft not enter 
mto this field, it is boundlefs, and the obfer- 
vations which might be made in it would fill 
volumes. 

It is moft evident, that the folids were 
formed from fluids, all the minerals, ftones 
and various earths, and formed too under an 
operation of this nature. Here it will be pro- 
per to obferve, that the expanding fluid 
teaching in this direclion the vaporous fluid. 



Digitized by 



Google 



iSo Divine Theory, 

would not immediately fprangle, but hting^ 
m full ftrength, it would, for fome difta^cci^ 
enter and make its way through it, by a di- 
reft, 2^n undulatory, and a circhng and whirl* 
ing motion, fuch as is called an eddy, Thif^ 
may be eafily demondrated by experiments, 
and this is the philofophy of the atmof^here 
of the earth. 

, Farther, let it be obferved, that as the 
fprangling of the fluid is evidently owing to; 
its expanding force being refilled, and over- 
powered by obftrudion, (which obHruftioa 
may be chiefly from itfeif, being too much 
comprelTed by converging to a centre,) it 
will ceafe much (hort of the centre of the 
\iraters. I have been led to think, that it would 
occupy about the fame fpace or \i^idth as thai 
of the atmofphere; and, hence, it will be 
found ihat the folids, or earth, exifting froir^ 
this motion, are formed into an arch over the 
waters, which will have their place iii an4 
ynder the earth.— This philofophy of the 
earth is confirmed by theJcriptures in theii* 
xpod literal fenfe. 

Moreover, as in this ftate of the fluid iai 
the termination of its motion, in this cxx 
pending dire£lion; to be, as confidered, ftill 
progrelfing, it will, from hence, commence 
Its return to the grand point of motion, which 
may be called the centre of the fyftem ; — 
which return will be, in a like manner, re* 
verfed, as it reached and entered the waters, 
i. e, firttdirett, and then in th? lower region 
of the atmosphere, fprangling and circhng; 
^nd, as it rifes, circling and vibrating until i\ 



Digitized by 



Google 



Criation, i8^ 

}Q»yte the atmosphere. This motion re» 
tprning, beyond all doubt, is the philofophy 
of vegetation : It may be traced in the tree, 
root, trunk, and branch ; — hence, the root 
fprangles more than the branch ; and a trunk 
is formed by the ftrcngth with which it firft 
eruers the atmof pherc ; — the fame returning 
or rifing movement, may be traced in the 
herb, and in every leaf of the foreft and 
^ire of the field. 

In thefe motions, and in their effefts an4 
fruits, we again contemplate our theory: — 
And this circle of movement being com- 
pleted, whilft the fluid is ftill preffed forward 
in the other directions, by new and equal 
fupplies from the feparating creative fource, 
it muft, in ifs firft courfe, have tracked a 
third day. 

Thefe obfervations upon the expanding 
motion, &c. refpcft the movements and el- 
{t£ts of the fluid within or below the cir- 
cumference of the line of the firft movement. 
ReXpe6tiag its courfe and effefts without or 
jibove this line of the great fp here of creation, 
kmay be obferved that, according to our 
principle, it muft fomewhere terminate — 
From the portions of this fluid, relating to a 
fphere, which arc called pojitive andnegalive, 
it may be concluded, that whenever it is put 
into fuch a ftate of a£lion, there is a certain 
line from which it is prefTing each way, 
which is the very thing we have called ex^ 
panding motion; and it may alfo be con- 
eluded, that as the circumltance of its lofing 
iu expanding power, and terminating in one 
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dircftion, is the degree of its compreflBonf 
fo the circumftance of lofing it, and termi- 
nating in the other direftion, is the degree 
of its expftnfion: — And as its termination 
within, forms a world below, fo its terminal 
tion without, may form a world above, as 
vaft as the circle of the whole firmament.— 
It may Hkewife be concluded, from this cir- 
cumftance, that thefe higheft heavens, ihcf 
formed of the fame original clement, are, 19^ 
difpofition, the moft oppofite to* the earth. 
and the moft inconceivably powerful and 
a61ive. 

The courfe of the commanding fluid be-^ 
coming tranfverfe, and. thus returning and 
reaching in every dire61ion, that point in 
the fphere, from whence the feparating and 
alfo expanding motion commenced, which 
is in the middle of the firmament, and is the 
centre of the fyftem, ^fourth motion will 
then take place — I will call it burning mo- 
tion — I mean that motion which is called a 
focus. — This may be fuppofed to be the phi- 
lofophy of the fun, and being emitted from 
thence, and travcrfing fpheres, fuch as have 
been defcribed, it will have its counterpoints 
and anglesj^ in which will take place, in fomc' 
degree, like operations, that will form alfo 
luminous bodies. 

Thefe foci will be at unequal, though rc-» 
gular, dillances, as the according notes iiir 
mufic — all which again will have their cir- 
cles pnd interfering points; and, therefore/ 
their foci innumerable, w^hich nhay be fup- 
pofed to be the phi lofophy of the fixed ftarsr 
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litit which progreffions muft all finally return 
to the prime channel, and become a fecon* 
^ary fource of the fluid to the creation* 
. It is evident, that the progreffion from the 
fun, completes the round of nature, and is 
the uniting link of the chain of movements 
which bind together the creation ; and, there- 
fore^ with this circle, which is formed by a 
fourth rotation in the firft courfe of move- 
ment, and is the rotation of a fourth day, 
the frame of the heavens and th^ earth, is 
finiflied. 

Thofe who have attentively obferved the 
phenomina of circles round the fun, in which 
are bright fpots, (parhelia) commonly called 
Sun-Do^s, which alfo are inclofed in circles^ 
having in them, wherever they micik^^, fpots 
or dogs more or lefs bright, according to the 
brightnefs of thofe enclofed ; but one ever 
diftinguiChed in brightnefs from all the reftx 
I fay, perfons who have' confidered this fact, 
i^fpeaing luminous circles interfering each 
other, will not fuppofe that the dodrine of 
ihe luminaries of heaven being foci of the 
ele6lricfluidy is irrational or without founda- 
tion. Obfervations may be found upon this 
t)pinion, concerning the heavenly bodies, in 
£ncycloped, Britannica, and other writing.*? 
referred to in the note, page 21, and which 
ought to be, in fome meafure, originally, 
atcribed to Mr. J. i ytler. 

As the movement of the fluid, which we 
Jiave termed feparating motion-, is a progres- 
fion in one direction, it has been fpokeii of 
as ibrnding one circle ; hvii this niuil be \\n^ 
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derflood to be a circle 6f circks oir globes ; 
which accounts for the planets, and explaiiis 
the fituation and motion of the earth atfd 
other planets, vith refpeft to the fun ; aiid 
this appears to be the cafe with the other pr6- 
gneflions, that they are circles of circles, is 
hnally there is a circle of the whole. Thefe 
particular circles or fph^res, formed in the 
fepatating motion, muft be the number of 
the planets, whatever it be; of which the 
one naif will be formed by the fluid proceed- 
ing from the point where this moveinerit 
began, which 1 confiderto be nigh to thd 
place of the fun, and the other half by its re- 
turning ; confequently, every other one will 
be on oppofite fides of the general circle*— 
This may, perhaps, account for their ajJ- 
pearance, wnj^ch has been fo much wondered 
at, that every other onefhould look more or 
Icfs red or fiery. 

This general circle will, doubtlfefs, be eU 
liptical ; and it may be demonftrated, by ex- 
periments, that the fluid moving in this man- 
ner, the fpheres or globes fo formed, will be 
generally flatted at the points where they 
communicate with each other; and thofe 
which are in the middle of the general circfe^ 
will be thejargeft. And thoie who are ac- 
quainted with the movements of this fluidi 
will not conceive of its paffing from ^\obt 
to globe, in a flcady motion, but as having 
an mterrupted, fucceflive or puifive motiori. 
Irideed this may be confidered as the pliife 
of ihe creation. 

An idea of the firfi: movement of the iluidi 
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waich we call feparating, being in this glob- 
ing form, and of its thus embracing the va- 
ppurs, fcems to be fuggefted by the hollow 
siqid rumbling found of thunder in, a cfoud; 
which nothing can imitate but the agitatioil 
of large hollow bodies. This is certainly 
agreeable to that appearance in a thunder 
cloud, commonly called Thundier Heads; — 
and that the eye is not wholly deceived in 
this appearance is evident, from the circum- 
ftance that when two of thefe globulous 
forms approach each other, and come near 
in contact, there is, ufually, a flalh of light- 
ning: and, it is obferved that, in the fam6 
degree, as thefe appear agitated, crowded 
together and condenfcd, the thunder will bd 
frequent and heavy. But, if I mittake not^ 
the mod common experiments, by an eleftri- 
cal machine, may demonftrate that this fe- 
parating movement of the fluid, is ever iii 
this globing manner. 

Such bemg the movement of the fluid; 
forming the globes^ at certain required dift- 
ances of aftion; and the fluid pafling from 
globe to globe in this form, it will not tend 
to move them forward in this direftion, ^. e. 
in the direflion of their poles; but thefe 
fpheres. or globes being formed, and the ex- 
panding or tranfverfe movement taking placd 
and operating upon thejr circumference, it 
mull caufe them, in this direftion, to roll as 
a wheel under the operation of a ftream of 
water. Hence, their diurnal motion — and 
being carried forward by a daily progrefs, 
.which is probably made by each one as far 

A a 
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nearly as the meafure of its whole circiimffeJ' 
rence, they go round the fun, and dcfcribe' 
an annual circle. In this manner, the line 
of the firft circle is continually changing; — - 
but, it appears that, on the whole, it wilF 
neither enlarge nor diminifli. 

Ancient aftronomers were of the opinion, 
that the planets mutually governed the earth, 
&c. and when their change of relative (itua- 
lion is confidered, in the view of their being 
conduftors to each other of the vital fpirit 
of the creation, this opinion wiH not be 
thought undeferving of attentiprt. 

And, from the analogy of the cafe, we 
may conclude that an operation takes plac6 
in each of thefe fpheres or globes, from the 
expanding motion, fimilair to that defcribed 
of the earth ; and that the defcription of the 
formation of the earth given by Mofes, ap- 
plies, for fublfance, to alt the planets ; and 
therefore it is, that he fo evidently intends 
the great circle of all thefe fpheres, as the 
line from whence tlie waters divided from 
the waters, and the firmament expanded. 

Though the frame of the world was finifh- 
cd by thefe four creative operations, ftill we 
look for rcfults ; — for as the firfl operation 
led to a fecond, and, thefe together produced 
a third, and thefe affoa foxinh, each one in 
glory riling above the other, fbme peculiar 
refitk mu(l be expedited from the whole, un- 
folding more expresfly the great dcfign of 
the Creator, in the exhibition of the glory of 
Chriff;— this will be the formation of thfc 
inhabitants of the fea and air; and of the 
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«e*nli ; all which operation will, naturally^ 
terminate in one %moft pcrfeft work; and 
which, according to the divine theory, is that 
•of forming a head to the body, or one capa- 
citated to have dominion over the JiJJi of the 
fea^ and over the fowl 'of the air, and over the 
xattle, and over dU the earth, and over every 
creeping thing that creepeth "upon the earth. 

Movements of the eleiElric fluid are pro- 
perly called winds — they are doubtlefs the 
philpfophy of winds^ and the four diftind 
movements we have defcribed, are thought 
%o be meant by i\itfour xvinds, named in He- 
l[)rew kadim, tzaphon, darom, and rouach-ha* 
jam, which, in the fcripture, are reprefented 
jto be principal agents fhrougliout the world, 
;both in the work of creation and providence. 

Da^niel defcribes the unnatitral creatures^ 
the monfters of the earth, as being raifed up 
hy the four winds, ftriving together. May 
it not then be concluded, that the natural 
creatures, with man at their head, in all their 
|)erfe6lioa and moft beautiful order were 
raifed up, according to the divine will, by 
jfour winds harmonizing together. May 
this be doubted, wherv, in the new creation 
or refurreftion from the dead, as defcribed, 
Ezek. xxxvii. 9. this moft wonderful opera- 
.tion is afcrib?d to fuch an agency? Come 
from the four winds, breath, and breathe 
^pon thefejlain, that they may live. 

Our ears witnefs to the faft, that a pecu- 
liar effetl is produced by four particular 
winds— for fuch are the four parts of mufic. 
A^difcord of four diftinft founds, which \\yf 
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know are winds or motions of the air, vf 
iiorrible to the fenfes ; but an accord is a 
delicious entertainment. This, if I may ex- 
prefs my own fenfation, is an harmony of 
liarmony ; for, as from,two according founds 
there refuks an- harmony, which is a diftitift 
found, and may be called an harmony ofac- 
(;ord or agreement ; fo, from four^ there is a 
fecondary refult, which may be perceived to 
{)e the fame in ratio, or the progrefs of the 
fame theory, and may be called a fecond har- 
Viony^ or an harmony of harmovy. 

That this fecond harmony exifts in the 
fame theory, or triple ratio, we have all a- 
long contemplated, is evident ; for the har- 
mony of the perfe6l accord, is the firftnotd 
of another oaave, to which, let ilie accord- 
ing note be added, which makes the four 
parts, and the harmony will again refult.— 
This therefore, all this, is in nature the moft 
wonderful divine emblem; and, undoubted- 
ly, for this reafon, making melody or ac- 
cording founds^ is an ififtituted fervice of 
God. 

By the grofs corruptions and perverfiofis. 
which, at the prefent time, are prevalent in 
pfalmody, both in the compofitions and per- 
formances, but chiefly in the latter, this re- 
fult of an harmony in founds, with all its. 
wonderful effefts, is in a great meafure loft ? 
for by the numerous and unnatural tranfiti- 
ons of the notes, the rapid and cluftering 
numbers of the movement, and the frequent 
fugeing of the parts, befides numerous other 
feuits in the compofitions pf tunes, very lit-* 
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Ik room is found for the admiflion of h^r- 
^lony ; and in the performances of mufic, by 
hot giving a proper weight and command to 
Ae tirft and governing part, by overftraining 
the chords, and by not having the voices ei- 
ther agreeably toned, or properly tuned ; and 
to complete the mifchief, by filling and even 
bppreffing the ear with found, which is called 
'filling the houfe, no fuch thing as harmony 
can exilt, anij if it could, there is no room 
in the ear for it to be perceived. — Such, at 
prefent, is the common ftate of pfalmody 
that, thereby it might be confidered a fort ot 
accident for even an attentive perfon to dif- 
Cover that harmony is a property of founds. 
Thus, an inflitution, defigned for an emblem 
of the world of truth and harmony, is per- 
verted into an emblem of folly and difcord* 

I am fenfiible that many queftions relative 
to this view of the frame of the creation, are 
here left unanfwered. — It was only here der 
iigned to point out in what general diredions^ 
it is conceived, that the \yhole might be tra- 
ced out to be formed by the various progrcf- 
fions of Qne moving fluid; as really as the 
various courfes and windings of a river may 
be traced out to be formed by one flream of 
waters. When I fay the whole might be traced 
put, I muft be underftoodto mean iht frame 
of the world; for what the creation is, more 
than its difpojition anfwerable to the will of 
God, I prefume not to enquire. 
> My only obje£l in fuggefting this theory 
of nature, is to bring into view the frame of 
ih^ heavens and earth, as being originally 
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.conftifuted o^ water and by wat^r^^ accor^wii 
to the fcriptures ; and what may be the pow 
crs of that wonderful agent in nature, which 
is fo often alluded to in thefcriptares, as being 
the vHce of the Lm'd, zxiAfignal of the diving 
prefence, which \%fullofmajeJly. and whicji, 
to us^ is moft apparent in the clouds^ 



Sc£lion 2. The original Per/e^ion ojth 
Creation. 

Whatever is properly built upon a foun.- 
• dation muft necefTanily harmonize with it; 
and whatever properly belongs to a head 
muft neceffarily acxree to it. — Fhat which 
does not harmonize and agre<^ cannot pro- 
J)erly be confidered as belonging to afoun* 
dation and head ; the doftrine, therefore, of 
the original reftitude and perfeflion of all 
worlds, refults neceffarily from the truth of 
Chrift, confidered in the prjpceding Seftion, 
viz. that he is the perfea FoHndatibn ani 
Head of the whole Creation. 

But this do6trine of Chrift's being confti* 
tuted the Foundation and Head of the whole 
created Univerfe,^ is fupported in the fulkft 
manner by the divine record, — In the begtn^ 
ning God created the heavens and the earth 
Gen. i. i. — AU things were madebyJiim^am 
without him was not any thing made that rvdS 
made, John i, 3. — By him. were all things cu^' 
ated thai are in heaven, and that are. in cartK 
wifible and inviJibU^ whetl^r they be thrones^ 
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W domnionSy or principalities ^ or powers; all 
things were created by htm, and for him, Cok 
r. 16. — And it t as been (hewn that fuch de- 
clarations as tbefe, that all^ things were crea- 
ted in Chrilt, and that they are by him, and 
of him, and through him, &e. intend that he 
is the Foundation and Head of the Creation ; 
for, through faith we underftand that the 
worlds were framed by the Word of God, 
and that the things whieh are feen were 
made of things which do not- appear. 

And having this Revelation of Chrift, as 
being the perfeft Foundation and Head, we 
come to the certairr knowledge of the origin- 
al uprightnefs and perfe6lion of all created 
beings and things ; and this fa6i of the crea- 
tion has been ever perceived and confeffed 
by all men who have faith ; bat as this flate 
of the creation refults wholly from the truth 
ef Chrift, we may come to the knowledge of 
it only by the revelation or knowledge of Je- 
fus Chrifi; for, through faith, and that only, 
we under/land that the worlds werejramed by 
ihe Word 0/ God. 

And it is not flrange that men, xvithoui 
faith — men who reje6l the truth of Chrilt — 
great and learned men! have difputed much, 
whether it be inconfiftent with the divine 
perfedion for creatures to have originally 
cxifled imperfe6>, and fubjecl to fuffering; 
for without ihe knowledge of Ghrid, as be- 
ing the Foundation and Head of all Workb, 
we are in utter darknefs with rcfpe£l to the 
divine fyftem, and can determine nothing re- 
fpefting the coniillency or inconfiltency of 
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any ftate of the creation with the divine per* 
fedions. — So far from being able to deter- 
limine what relations may or mar not befup* 
pofed tofubfift, confiftently with the divine; 
ptrfeftions, between God and creatures; 
what can we determine without the know- 
ledge of Chrift, even with refpe6l to the di- 
vine attributes themfelves, or one poffibltf 
relation which God can fuftain towards crea- 
tures, or they towards him? — Reje6ling this 
ground of divine revelation, that the whole 
creation was made under a covenant, or fram- 
ed by a conftitutiqn of union with Chrift; 
and taking the ground of Deifm, we cannot 
fliew the impoffibility of creatures exifting 
originally imperfcft, nor, if innocent, why 
they might riot fufFer ; nor can we, upon this 
ground, clear any fubjeft of inq^uiry concern- 
ing God, and the relations ot creatures to 
him,whjch things belong wholly to the fyf- 
tem of faith. 

But, in the light of divine truth it is dc- 
monftrable, that no creation could have ex- 
ited but through, a divine medium, and iif 
perfe6]: agreement with a divine foundation 
and head; and that, exilling thus, all worlds 
were necell'arily in the moft exa6l harmony, 
and all things continuing in this original glo- 
rious Hate, no evil, no fuffering, could poflibly 
exid in the univerfe. 

The exaH agreement of the whole fuper- 
ftrufclure with its foundation — the perfeft 
union of all worMs, terredrial and angelic, 
with their Divine Head, was ihe^ng/e ob]^ 
of the divine pleafure, when God Jaw every 
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tkii^ ikd't hi had made, and behold, it was ve-' 
rygaod. By this liniori to the creation, Chrift 
w?s thett, as he now is, the excellence, th6 
kkhes, and the beauty of heaven and earth I 
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ISeftioA 3. T%i Nature dftd State of ihi 
Ang€ls^ 

We underftartd that tlhe Angels are Spii 
rits, but from this it is not neceffarily infers 
^ea that they are immaterial beings ; for ma- 
ny material fubftances, which are very pow^ 
trful and fubtile, fuch as winds and finer 
Juices, on account oF their aflive and pene- 
trating natures, are called Spirits^ It may bd 
toncluded that the angels were made on the 
fifth and fixth days of the creation, by the 
lame operations which producied the fifh ot 
the lea, and the fowl of the air^ and the beaft 
and (iattle and creeping thing of the earth. 
And from many circumftances it appears^ 
that there was a certain analogy in this work 
t)f peopling both wOrlds. 1 his indeed feems 
plainly to be inferred frbm the defign of the 
Creator refpefting this world; foras Adam> 
as to a realm and dominion which fhould be 
given to him> Was to be the figufe of Chrift, 
it was neceffary that his realm and fubjefls 
ihould be a figure of, or analogous to the 
Vorld of the angels, where Chrift, iii the be* 

finning, erefted his throne, and among whom 
e reigned in his own perfon> as in his natu-^ 
B b 
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ral hereditary dominion, and 0¥cr ha pf&^ 
per fubjcfts. 

But materiat fubftanccs arc inconceivably 
diverfe from each other. — All flefli is not tap 
fameflejh : but there is one kind ofjlejh of. men, 
anotkerjlejh of heqfts, another ofji/hes, and an^ 
other oj birdJ. Ih'efe are a'/fo celejlial bodies^ 
and bodies terrejirial : but the glory of the ctr 
kfiial is one g^ and the glory of the terrej^rialis 
another^ 

We look for the faints to come in the re*- 
furreftion with a real human body; chang- 
ed indeed rt will be \ for this corruptible mufi^ 
put on incorruption^ and this mortal mufipvJ^ 
on immortality. A ndthefaying^all be brought 
topafs that is written^ Death is fwaflowed up 
m viftory ? Still it will be abody, and be pol- 
fefled of the powers and capacities which di- 
ftinguifh the human body, as really as in the 
prelent ftate. And a reference to the angels, 
m order to give an idea of the ftate of the 
feints in the refurreflicHi ; fuch as that of our 
Lord in his reply to the queftion of the Sady 
ducees, would fuppofe that the angels haye 
bodies which are, however, of the moft pure 
and celeftial nature. 

That aftive and powerful ftate of the air 
and other fubftances, which we call fpirit, i^ 
known to exift from a degree of expanfion 
of the element; how free, then, from every 
thing grofs and heavy — how exceedingly 
pure and fpiritual, quick, and commanding^ 
mufl the powersof that world be, which took 
its frame from a (late of the elements jufl the 
oppofue 10 that which formed the earth^and 
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mK9 cdnllitutcd by the fulleft and frccft ac- 
tion of that moft wonderful power, which 
anay be properly called the Jirengtk of na- 
ture ? ^ 

The doflrine of Chrtft, or of one having 
authority, implies fubjefts and fervants; the 
natural fubjefts and fervants of God were 
the angels; this is imported, as has been ' 
feeVn by the name of angel.— A nd the ftate 
of fubjefts and fervants implies a law, which 
is that glorious inftkuiion commonly ca41ed 
the Moral i-aw ; but which, in the fcriptures, 
is fimpJy called the law, and is comprehend- 
ed in the ten commandments, and the blef- 
jings and curfei given at Mount Sinai. — By 
the law being ordained by angels, and receiv^ 
ed by the difpc^tionof angds, it feems to be 
imported that it was a fyftem derived from 
them, a ftate of things properly their own^ 
or an economy conformable to their natural 
condition* 

The law is holy, juft and good; it points 
out prccifely the relation which fubfius bcr 
tween the Prince and his fubjefts, the Lord 
and his fervants ; it is moft perfeft in all 
things. It gives to God the throne, for it is 
his right to reign; it exalts the Lord as the 
King and rightful Sovereign over all, agd 
places the fubjeft univerfe at the abfolutc 
liifjpofal of bis will. The creature it claims as 
a fcrvant, and requires of him all \i\^ hearty 
and all hi$ foul, and ail his viind, and all his 
firen^th, to be' given to the Lord God — all 
ihat he is, and all that he has, and all that he 
4C810 4q, to be devoted to him unrefervedly^ 
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centinuany^ and without the l^aft failore foy 
ever. It points out alfo the relations whictr 
fublift between the creatures and their fellow 
fubje6b, and the duties which they feverally 
owe to each other, viz. that each one &oul4 
love his neighbor as himfelf. 

This ftate^ as being under the law^ is a gloe- 
rious flate; the an^el, or mere fervant of 
God, is highly privileged; for a law fo ^r- 
fcft, fo holy, juft and good, to a mind that i$ 
creft and pure, muft afford an ample field of 
divine entertainment ; and in kecpingit, there 
muft be great reward ; for it cannot fail to 
enlighten, expand and feed the rational ex* 
iftence. Such a ftate of aftion muft be incon* 
ceivably improving. This is intimated in the 
word, Pfahn civ. 4. Who maketh his angels 
Jpirits. — ^To ferve a God fo great arid glori*. 
ous, and to be conftantly employed accord^ 
ing to a law fo exceeding broad, muft greats 
]y elevate, honor and dignify a creature.— > 
How did the face of Mofes (bine, when, but 
a few days, he was employed in this angeho 
miniftry. 

A creature exifting in fuch a ftate has in- 
lerefts and rights ; fupport, of courfe, become* 
his due; he has a claim to his living, yea, he 
has a claim to proteftion from his Lord and 
Mafler. Moreover, a good fervant or fubieft 
is entitled to the approt)ation and favor of his 

{)rince and fovereign. Thefe are high privi- 
eges! rich interelts! a fupport, fuch as the 
proper world of the angels will afford them, 
niufl be bountiful. The hired fervants in the 
hpuf<? of Q\^x heavenly Father, Imve br^ad $h 
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<y\\ and th€ fmiles of the good Lora upon them 
muft be a felicity the raoft completely fatisfy- 
ing to their nature, and perfefting to all their 
heavenJy powers ; a felicity, which only they 
who have experienced the favor of God can 
kiiow. The righteoufnefs of the law i$ a glo- 
rious righteou foe fs, and will endure and be 
renowned /i9r even — Heaven and earth fhall 
pafs away, whilft the law fliaU be eftftblilbed 
and honored, and not one jot or tittle of this 
idmne inftitution fhall fail. 

But, with all this felicity and gloty, the 
righteoufn^fs of the law could only give to the 
angels the place, the privileges and the dif- 
'pofitions of fervants. The fpirit of adoption, 
the privileges of children, and the inherit- 
ance of fons, could never refult from the moft 
perfe£l righteoufnefs of the law; yea, the 
rnofi excellent being in the univerfe, who 
ihould do all that the law feauires, and re- 
peat the deeds of th^ whole lyilem without 
the leafl: fault, millionsof times, and for mil- 
lions of ages, would be ftill from this fource 
of perfedion, at an infinite and unapproach- 
able diftance from the righteoufnefs ofGod--^ 
that righteoufnefs which is upon all them that 
believe^ and which entitles the pofTeflQr to an 
inheritance in the kingdom of Chrifl and of 
God, and yields the fruits of the Spirit. — - 
Moreover, the la^v can m^^r make the com-- 
trs thereunto perfeSt, or give them more than 
a precarious eftablifhment. For Mojes defer to • 
€th the riiyMeoufnefs which is of the law, That 
t)je ttjan which doth thoje things Jliall live by 
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ihem. And alfo it is written, Curfed is mefp 
pru that continueth not in ail things which ^rar 
written in the book of the lazo io do, thetru-'r^ 
This is, therefare^ in the highcft ftate of the 
comer thcrewnto, a mount that might be touchy 
^d, and that burnetii with fire* — Hence thfr 
fpirit of the law, in a greater or lefs degree 
is that of bondage, and mutt neccflarily a-f- 
feft the minds of thofe who are under it with 
the bondage of fear; and, therefore, it mull 
for ever renwa diftinQ. from, and in fonie 
refpefls oppofed to the fpirit of the gofpel, hf 
whicU we cry Aljba, Father. 

The fervant, under the law^ has no inhe^ 
ritance; — he has no righteoylnefs laid up fof 
Jiim; — no fund in refcrve; — no provifion in, 
itore;— l>e earns well his penny a day ; but 
God is never found in his dei>t, for he rcr 
ceives his wages every day in full, before the 
fun goes down ; and after he has done all 
thofe things which are commanded him, he 
as poor, and hal nothing but his handis for his 
fupport ; and he mutt lay, I am an unprofU^ 
HLbleJcrtyant: I hwoe done that which was mf 
duty to do. And if he turn away from hit 
righteoufnefs, and commit iniquity, all his 
righteoufnefs that he hath done Jhall not ^i 
mentioned: In his trejpafs that he hath tref- 
pajjcdi and in the fin that be hath Jinned^ \% 
them (hall he die. \ 

By thefe obfervations, I would not be un- 
derllood to mean that this is -the prefent ftate 
of the angels ; on the contrary, the holy am 
gels are undoubiedly now confirmed, an^ 
iaay^ a raifed Handing in the faniily of Go4i 
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^*«x:6unt of the redemption work' of our 
jLord Jefus Chrift ; but thev are intended ta 
foggeft merely, what was tneir original and 
natural condition. 

The world of the angels appears to be di- 
vided into four provinces, which are often 
pointed out in the epiftohry writings, by 
lour diftind names ; and, in the prophetical,- 
fey four emblematical things. The apoftle, 
fpeaking of the glory of Chrrft, fays, that he 
155 exalted in the heavenly places, /ar above 
#// principality, an^^jower, and might, and 
dominion. Epb. i. 2i- Again, Whether they 
kc thrones, or dominions, or principalities,, 
#r powers :%// things were created by him^ and 
fiat hvm^ CoL i. i& And though thcfe names 
of honour and high diftinftion, may be fup- 
pofcd to be given them on account of their 
^refent advanced ftate, yet they feem evi- 
dently to refer to fame natural diftin6lions 
that cxifted among them/ Agreeably to 
this,, the apoftle pointing out the enemies 
againft which we have ta contend, befid^s 
thofe of flefli and blood, or thofe in our owa 
nature, named four gxand divifions: — For 
%oe wrejlk not againft jlcfh and bloody but 
againft principalities^ againft powers, againft 
tne rulers of the darknefs of this world, a- 
gainft fpirituai wiekednefs in high places, 
tph. vi. 12. 

. . And when the angels are referred td un- 
der certain ligns and figures, luch a divifion 
t^%y ever be noticed. Ezekiel calls the liv- 
ing creatures-, or rather living beings, which 
he faw in. Jiis vifion, Cherubim, which is a^ 
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flame ofiht angels. And if it be thou^lidb 
that this was a vifion of uncreated things^ 
flill it is agreeable to our theory i»nd to tbtf 
fcriptures, to conceive of the worlds asbeing 
framed according to thoffe eternal things-^ 
one of which Worlds, is this of the angeb. — ^ 
Thefe cherubim were four in number, and 
every one had four faccs^ feach one differ*^ 
ing; arid every one hdid /our wings; and 
there Mere four wheels by their fides round 
about them four ; and their pofitions werp 
fuch as formed a fquare, or /our fides. . Ze^ 
chariah^s vifion of the chariots^ with its in*- 
terpretation, greatly confirms this point.-*r 
He looked J ana behold, there came four chari* 
ots out from betroeen two mountains, and iht 
mountains were mountains of brafs. In tht 
Jirjl chariot, were red horfcs; and in thefe- 
eond chariot, black horfes ; and m the tmrd 
chariot, white horfes ; and in the fourth cha^ 
riot, grijled and' bay horfes. Then J anfwered 
and faid unto tke angel that talked with nUg 
Tvhat are thefe my Lord? And the angel an-^ 
fwered, and faid Unto me, Thefe are the- four 
fpirits of the heavens j which go forth from 
flanding before the Lord of all the eartfi . It 
is evident, the angels are here intended; and 
they appear in four fquadrons, which beat 
difiin^t marks; and that this is a natural 
diftin6tion, appears by the anfwer of the 
angel Lord^ that they are the four fpirits df 
heaven. 

In the fame rtlanner, are the angels ve^xt* 
Tented in their miniftry in the New Teftn- 
uient. In the vifion of John^ there weri 
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j^ttr beafts round about the throne; which 
pare the farne diftinguiftiing marks as the 
four faces of the cherubim, m the vifion of 
Ezekiel. — And in the opening of the feals, 
there were feen four horlcs> with their riders ; 
one white^ another red, the third black, and 
the fourth pale-^thcfe were miniftering f^i- 
ritS) and the agents of divine providence in 
the earth, and fuch are the angels. Again> 
when the fervants of God were to be fealed, 
John faw four angels (landing at the four 
Corners of the earth, holding u\t:four winds 
of the earth ; and when the flaying of the 
vun which havt not the feal of God^ was about 
to take place^ he hea,rs a voice from the four 
horns oj the golden altar ^ which is before God, 
faying to tkejixth angel which had the trum^ 
pet J loofe the four angels which are bound in, 
the great river Euphrates. And the four an* 

feU were loofed which were prepared Jor ait 
our, and a day, and a month, and a year. 
It may alfo be noticed refpefting this army> 
which, in the ftrideft fenle, mull be under- 
stood to be angels— that thej^ wrought the 
destrudicn by four powers, viz. by Jite, and 
by fmoke^ and by brimfione, and by heads 
which were in their tails; for their tails were 
like unto ferpents* 

The church, under the law, being in a fub- 
jeft ilate^, every thing in the camp af Ifrael 
was ordained at Mount Sinai, a,ccording to 
the angelic form. The altar was/^ztr fquare, 
with four horns, one at each corner ; and it 
was fet up facing to the four winds. A great 
variety of things^ in the tabernacle, (hewed 

Cc 
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the fame device ; around which this hoft cf 
God encamped, in four divifioiis, one on 
each fide, diftinguifhed by Jour ftandards^ 
and moving under/owr heads oi^ command- 
ers at diftinft founds of the trumpet; It 
would be lengthy to enter into the particu- 
lars of this angelic conftitution. The things 
which belong to men and to angels, are num- 
bered by two, by four and by fix ; as tbofe 
which belong to the kingdom of rightcous- 
nefs, are numbered by three, by five and by 
feven. 

Again, the angels, in refpeft to. their call- 
ings in the different departments of the di- 
vine government, appear to be divided inta 
two orders, which fome have fuppofed are 
defignated by the names of Cherubim and 
Seraphim ; one of which orders are employ- 
ed where ftrength and prowefs is requifite; 
and the other, in matters of miniftry, that 
require intelligence and difpatch. Thus we 
have repeated instances of Michael being 
engaged in arms; as alfo of Gabriel being 
employed on meffages. And when the an- 
gels are referred to in their employments, 
two words are always ufed, which give them 
a distinft defcription, as in PfaK ci v. Who mak- 
eth the clouds his chariot — who walketh up(yn 
the winffs of the wind. Who maketh his mgth 
fpirits^his ministers ajlamingfire : both which 
words are understood by the Apostle to the 
Hebrews, as referring to the angels — 0/tfie 
angels hejiiith, Who maketh his angth/piritSf 
and his ministers a Jlaine of fire. — Daniel, 
fpeaking of the glory of the Ancient of Day^f 
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fays, Thoufand thoufands ministered wn^(> him, 
dnd ten thoufand times ten thoufand^ stood ^er- 
fore him. And fimilar to this, we have gene- 
rally two enumerations given of the angels, as 
in Pfal. Ixviii. The chariots of God are twenty 
thoufand, even thoufands of angels; and. Rev. 
V. 1 1, And the number of them was ten thou- 
fand times ten thoufand, and thoufands of 
thoufands, — 1 his idea of there being two or- 
ders of angels is corroborated by the two or- 
ders of ftanding officers which were appoint- 
ed in the Jewifh ftate, which wholly accorded 
with the difpofition of angels. 

AH this is agreeable to the ftate of Adam, 
in the day that God created man : — Male 
and female created he them; and blejfed them, 
and called their name Adam. Gen. v. 2. — 
And the government of the world was, at 
firft, committed to an united head; And God 
faid, let us make man in our image, after our 
tikenefs ; and let them have dominion, &c. — • 
The adminiftration of government requires 
counfel, which cannot be had by one alone; 
and throughout the whole fphere of human 
life, there exifts fuch feparate departments, 
as require at leaft two, in order to maintain 
the economy. And thus, fays the Preacher, 
Two are better than one; becaufe they have a 
good reward for their labour. For if they 
fall, the one will lift up his fellow : but too to 
him that is alone when he falleth; for he hatk 
not another to help him up. Again, if tzvo 
lie together, then they have heat: but how cari 
one be warm none? Andif one prevail dgainfl* 
him, two Jliall wilAhfdnd him; and a threes 
fold cord is not quickly broken.' 
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Alfo, the dominion of man, by the diviifa^' 
charter, confifted of four provinces ; — And 
Ift them have dominion over thefjh cfihe Jcd,^ 
and over the Jowl oj the air, and over the cat^ 
t/e, and over every creeping thing that creeps 
eth upon the earth. Thus was Adam a figure 
of Chrift. And it may be obferved, that an- 
gels are rcprefented by the dillinguithing 
properties of thefe four kinds of creatures^ 
as by the leviathan, which is the monfter of 
the deep; — by the eagle, which is the king 
of birds;— by the ox, which is diftinguifhed 
among cattle; — and by the [crpcnty which 
is the firft pf the creeping things. 

Moles, in his accoum of the creation, dis- 
covers evidently a defign to conneft thefe 
four provinces of creatgies with the four firft 
creative operations ; — Hence, thofe ol the 
waters,, he makes^ the firft province ; — thofe 
of the air the fecon^ ; — of the earth, the third;, 
—and the creeping things, the laft.-^It has 
been obferved of the work of creation, that 
there was ^ progreflion in the operations, 
and that the ligtit of the unfolding divine 
will brightened each day ; and the refult of 
each fucceflive movement was ftill more and 
uiore perfe6L So, in this view, the filh, un- 
doubtedly, are to be coefidered as the loweft 
Species of the anieial creation,;— the birds are 
a higher fpecies ; — the cattle are ftill more 
periett; — and the fe»pent is defcribed to 
have poffclled powers of intelligence nearly 
allied to thof^ ol the rational MOrlds; attd 
^eing the laft formed, may be fuppofcd the 
s^qII perfed of the a^iijijal natures^ ao.d tOt 
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have been the next link in the chain of be* 
ipg^t to thofe who were capable of moral 
government. The fame remark may be made 
.upon the great fucceflive difpenfations of 
divine providence, which, in the fcriptures^ 
are called days, that they fliine with increase 
ing brightnefs unto the perfeft day. 

In the pafTages which have been quoted, 
and there are many others in the fame ftyle, 
it may be feen that the angelic powers, which 
are the fubjefts of the throne of heaven, are 
in a fimilar manner connefted with the four 
winds; the idea of which, as has been no- 
ticed, feems to have originated in thofe cre- 
ative operations which framed the worlds.-— 
To recite only two inftances is fufficient ; — 
Theje are the four fpir its, or winds ofthehea-- 
vtnSy -which go forth from fianding before the 
JLard of all the earth. Zech. vi. ^. — And af- 
ter thefe things i If aw four angels fanding on 
the four corners of the earthy holding the jour 
winds of the earth, that the windjhould not 
blow on the earth, nor on the fea, nor on any 
tree. Rev. vii. 1. And by being thus con- 
nefled, the angels are placed in aftrong 
point of analogy with thefe lower fubjefts. 
of Adam*s empire. 

It may alfo be obfervcd, that, with the 
winds, the courfes of the waters in the world 
before the flood, appear to have conformed 
to the feme fystem ; for a river went out of 
Eden, and having watered the paradile of A- 
dam, it was parted into four heads, extend- 
ing to the four quarters of the earth ; dividmg 
thofe realmsinto four grand departments, ana 



Digitized by 



byGoogk 



fio6 Divine Thbory. 

forming a natural communication throughout 
the whole dominion. And it may be natur- 
zWy inferred, that the grand divifions and 

Srogreffions in thofe divine operations con- 
ituting the world, which are traced in the 
courfes of the winds and waters^ and in the 
animal natures, and angelic economies, are 
alfo the grounds of the divifion of this worldV 
empire into four great kingdoms in fuccef- 
fion ; which kingdoms are reprefented in pro 
phecy by diftinfcl kinds of beafts, and are or- 
dained of God, and limited by the fame laws 
that govern the heavens, and control the Jrgns 
sindjiafans, and the days and years. 

It appears, moreover, that the angels are 
confecrated beir^gs, and that theconfecrating 
vow of holinefs was laid upon them foon af- 
ter their creation; their ftate as being under 
the law implies this, and that the altar of 
God was fet up among them ; for the idea 
of confecration relates to the altar; alfo, this 
is imported by their common name, Angel; 
for wherever the word el is taken into a name, 
it fignifies that the perfon or thing is either 
a Gonfecrator, or is confecrated under the 
vows and oath of God. The ground of the 
{landing of the angels, being made facred 

, under the law, was the fekrful circumftance 
that rendered the fin of thofe who fell fo ex- 
ceedingly finful, and gave it fuch Urength to 
their condemnation; and their ftanding fin- 
gly arid alone on this holy ground, left them 
in a fallen Itate, hopelefs and irrecoverable; 
for, Wo to Iiim that is alone when he falltth; 

for he hath not another to help him up. 
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Sc6lion 4, Man created in the Image of 
God, 

The ftate of man when firft created, was 
widely different from that of the angels; for 
inftead of being made with the frame, and 
placed in the condition of a fervant, God 
gave him a portion of his own fpirit, and 
thereby capacitated him for dominion ; and 
he was aflbciated with the Lord himfelf in 
the glory of his majefty, and fet up in ftate 
with his Maker over the works of his hands. 

Chrift is the image of God; and as man 
was created in union with Chrift as the Be- 
ginning, or as the Head and Lord of the Cre- 
ation, he was made in the image of God; in 
his being capacitated with wifdom and know- 
ledge to hold the dominion of the world, 
and being aHually inverted with this fove- 
reign authority ; man was rnade after tkeji'- 
militude of God-^fearfully and wonderfiUly 
made! His firft ftate was nothing lefs than a 
partnerftiip with Chrift in the glory of his 
dominion, as^ far as it refpiefted the firft crea- 
tion! With fuch an imprefs of majefty he 
was fearfully made, and it is all a matter tru- 
ly wonderful! 

As Chrift was united with the Father by 
the everlafting covenant, fo Adam was aflb- 
ciated in a covenant with Chrift; and as 
Chrift was with the Father a fellow in the 
glory of the eternal world, fo was Adam^a 
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partner with Chrift in the glory of the Crea» 
lion. Hence, as Chrift, in having by tlie Spi- 
rit of the Father all the trtafures of wifdom 
and knowledge; and in being fet up in the 
ancient dominion of heaven, was the imagt 
of God, and the brightnefs of his^lory; fo 
Adam, being capacitated by the Spirit of the 
Lord the Creator for the dominion of the 
world, and fet up in this glory, was in the 
image of God, and was the figure and like- 
nefs of Chrift. In like manner, Chrift having 
become the Head of the New Creation, and 
being declared the Son of God with power^ 
according to the Spirit of Holinefs, by the re* 
JicrreStion from the dead; and the penitent 
finner being brought into union with him by 
the grace or the new covenant, and receiving 
from him the Holy Ghoft, which is the Spi- 
rit of the new world, he becomes a new crea- 
ture, and puts on the new man, which is r^* 
newed in knowledge , after the image of his ne^^ 
Creator. In what clear light does the divine 
theory here open to view! 

The fuppofition that mere creature exceU 
lence could be the image of God, or that 
creatures could be faid, with propriety, to be 
in the image of God on account of their own 
moral righteoufnefs, bronany account other 
than their being by an aft of fovereign be- 
neficence united with the divine Word, the 
true and only image of God, is grofs folly 
and idolatry; and it is truly aftonifliingthat 
this Ihould ever be fuppofed by ferious per* 
fons, who have bibles in their hands. When 
God was about to create nian, he called hii 
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Itoyindil, faying, Let lis make man in cilt 
ZTfiage^ after our /ikenefs, &c. And in this be- 

finning of the unfolding of eternal love^ may 
e traced the nlanifold wifdom of God con- 
cerning the revelation of his ^on in the worlds 
*nd the manifeftation of himfelf in the human 
nature, — We have no evidence that the an- 
gels, however perfeft, were created in the 
image of God; on the contrary, by the em- 
phans. that is laid in the fcriptures upon, 
rlnan's being (treated in the image ot God, the 
idea that this glory belonged originally t6 
both natures, is ftrongly objetled. 

Four things appear to be intended in the 
Tcripturcs relative to the image of God, iti 
which man was created, v1z. his capacity for 
marriage union; his infpiration with the 
breath of life; his being crowned with glory 
^rid honor, and his being a covenant fubjeft. 
Of which things, the two firft, as belonging 
to his creation, will be briefly noticed under 
this head; the two laft confiding in a6ls of 
Providence, will be noticed in feparate fec- 
tiohs, 

1 , It is faid. So God created man in his owii 
image, in the image of God created he him^ 
male andjemale created he them. Gen. i. 27* 
Again, In the likenefs of God made he him i 
male and fenaale created he them, chap v, 1^ 
2. — By thefe words being fo connefted, it has 
JDcen underftood that fomething was thereby 
intended relative to the image of God, iii 
this circumftanc^ of the formation of the hu- 
tnan nature; not merely, however, that man 
vas created male and female, Which does not 

Dd 
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diftiriguifti him from other creatures, but ia 
his capacity for marriage union, which di* 
ftinguifhes him from all other created beings. 
The Apoftle, fpeaking of this fubjeft, illuf- 
trate* the relation of hufband and wife, by 
the union that fubfifts between Chrift and 
the church. — Eph, v. Wives ^fubmityourf elves 
unto your own hujbands^ as unto the Lord.-^ 
For the hufband is the head efthe wife, even as 
Chrijl is the head of the church: And he is 
the Saviour of the body. Therefore^ as the 
church isfubjeSi unto ChriJ,fo let tht wives 
be unto their own hufbands in every thing,-*- 
Hufband s, love your wives even as Chrijl alfo 
loved the church, and gave himfelffor it; That 
he might fanSlfy anacleanfe it^ by the wajhing 
ofzoater by the Word, That he might prefent it 
to himfelf a glorious church, not having f pat 
or wrinkle, or any fuch thing; but that it 

fhould be holy and. without blemijh. So ought 
men to love their wives, as their own bodies; 
he that lovtth his vnfe loveth himfef. For no 
man ever yet hated his ownflejh; but nourijh- 
eth and cherrjheth it, even as the Lord the 
church. Far we are members of his body, of his 

Jl^jTii and of his bones. For this caufe Jhail a 
man leave his father and mother, and Jhall be 

joined to his wife, and they two Jltall be one 

Jlejh. This is a great myjtery; but I fpeak of 
Chrift and the church. — The marriage un- 
ion, therefore, is fuch as that which fubfifts 
between Chrift and the church; and it has 
been (hewn, that the union of Chrift and be- 
lievers, is of the fame nature with that fub- 

; fifting between the Father and the Son; and 
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h often ufcd in the fcriptures to illuftrate 
ihsit glory of the diviixe nature; in each cafe 
the twain are one. It is then apparent that 
this endowment in the formation of man re- 
fpe^ls the great divine myftery of Chrift, who 
is the image of God. 

Hence it may be inferred, that the bond of 
marriage is of the most facred nature, far fu- 
perior to that of a merely civil institution; 
^and, relating fo particularly to the image of 
God, the violation of it must be criminal in 
the highest degree. The purity of marriage 
is called the holinefs of the Lord which helov^ 
ed, Mai. ii. 11. And the arguments to enforce 
it are fuch as thefe. Have we not one Father ? 
Hath not one God created us? And did he not 
piake one ? Yet had he the rejidue of the Spirit : 
and wherefore one? That he might feek a god^ 
lyfeed: therefore take heed to your Spirit ^ and 
let none deal treacheroujly againji the wife of 
bis youth. Jeremiah clofely connefts this fin 
with that of murder* Why trimmeft thou thy 
way to feek love, Alfo in thy Jkirts is found the * 
Hood of the fouls of the poor innocents^ chap, ii* 
— Under the law, all profanations of facred 
things were puniftable with death; and as 
marriage was of a facred nature, adultery was 
to be fo punifhed ; this matter related toGod's 
altar; hence, it was charged upon the viola- 
tors of the marriage covenant, that they had 
profaned the holinefs of the Lord ; and this 
have ye done again ^ covering the altar of the 
Lord -with tears. 

But, though it be known what is the just 
judgment of God in this cafe, it may not be 
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inferred, that civil magistrates ought there*-, 
fore to punifh the crime with fuch fe verity; 
for a punifhment according to the peculial^ 
defert of the fin, in this, and fomc other caf- 
es, feems to have been particularly referved 
to the divine province. Wboremongen and a^ 
4ulterers God will judge- — My objeft in this{ 
remark is merely to state the nature of the^ 
fin, and not how it is to be punilhed. 

The reafon ajjigned for the divine law, 

Whcfo JJjeddeth mans bloody by man jhull bis 

blood bejhed^ is only this; /^r in the image of 

God made be man. — What therefore God bath 

joined together^ let not man put af under. 

2. It is alfo fairi, when the Lord God had 
formed man of the dust of the ground, that 
he breathed into his nofirils the breath of life ^ 
and' he became a living fouL Thus man receiv-* 
ed immediately from his Maker the vital fpirit 
of the creation; by which breath, fomething 
more is intended than merely animal life. It 
was this that endowed Adam whh his vast 
understanding, and distinguilhed him from 
all the other creatures, and gave him a capa- 
city to hold the dominion over them^ — So. 
that in this refpeft alfo, iilan was created in 
the image of God, and Adam was the figure:' 
of the Lord Christ. 

This endowment was nothing left than an. 
infpiration of the Divine Spirit, the power of 
which was fhewn in the fkill with which A- 
dam gave the name of every creature; for the 
Lord brought them unto him, to fee what he 
WBKu Id cal 1 t he m ; and whatfoever A dam called 
'ivery living creature^ that was the na:me there- 
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of. Naitifes were originally ufedtofignify the 
charaQers or natures of beings and things; 
and, doubtlefs, in Adam's giving a name to 
every creature, he defignated its nature, an(J 
this he could do with perfcft prccifion, and 
without the least mistake; for whatfoever A- 
dam called every living creature, that was 
th^ name thereof. 

It appears, therefore, that Adam pofFeffed 
a certain divine infpiration, by which he could 
look intuitively into the natures of the crea- 
tures, and difcern at once, even before he had 
ufed or improved them, what were their pow^ 
ets, and their ufe and defign. — Indeed, this 
infpiration fo unfolded the reafon of things^ 
as led him to tdk^ prophetic views of the na-» 
tural ftatc of the creation : this appears by 
his faying, when the woman was brought un- 
to him. This if new bone of my bones ^ and 
fle/h of myjlejh : Shejhall be called Woman, be^ 
cdufe Jke was taken out of Man. — Therefore 
Jhalla man leave his father and bis mother^ and, 
cleave unto his wife: and iheyfkaU be one 

Thias was Adam capacitated for the domi-. 
nion of the world. It was evidence that Jefus 
was the Chrift, that he knew all men, and need^ 
ed not that anyfhould tejlify of man: for he 
knew what was in mm: for in this appeared 
his ability to govern and judge the world.— 
So Adam needed not to be told what was the 
pame or nature of any creature; for at one 
glance he could difcover it, and in this was 
manifefted his ability to ftand where he was. 
placed by his Maker, in the image of Qodat; 
^he head of the creation.. 



Digitized by 



Google 



214 Divine Theory. 

And it is evident that the divine breath of 
fpirit given to Adam, was the Spirit of Chrift; 
for. In him was life, and the life wastheligki 
of men. — The true light, which lighteth tverf 
man that cometh into the world; or, the illu- 
mination which diftinguifhes men from the 
irrational creatures, confiding in the breath 
of life which wa^ breathed into Adam, is thus 
to be traced to the eternal fource of the di* 
vine word : Accordingly it is faid, Job xxxir. 
8, But there is a fpirit in man: and the iri- 
fpiration of the Almighty giveth them under^ 
jlanding. 

It muft, however, be carefully obferved, 
that the fpirit of knowledge with whic!h A- 
dam was animated and lightened, was not 
the Spirit of Holinefs ; it was merely the 
light of nature, or a teaching of natural 
things: the felf-denial, and ihe cbnfolatioa 
— the teaching to know the Father in duty, 
and to abide in the love of Chrift, given by 
the Holy Ghoft, are things which belong to 
the other world, and connefl only with the 
humiliation and exaltation of Chrift* Thefe 
are the humble portions of the poor in Spi- 
rit — the tranfcendently rich legacies of babes ! 
Adam, though he had a mind that could un- 
ravel the whole fecret of nature, and com- 
mand the fea, the air, and the earth, of thefe 
things ftill he knew nothing! 

The knowledge of tbe true God is thielife 
of rational creatures; this is the only proper 
idea which may be formed of a living foul, 
or of rational intelligent life. Of this knoV- 
hdgt the Lord Jefus Chrift is the only trea- 
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fury, the fole mediuin, the beginning and the 

4nd. This life was given to man, being 

created in the image ofGod^ and by the divine 
Spirit endowed with wifdom and knowledge^ 
he became a living foul. — But, according to 
the divine theory, in the knowledge of God 
there exifts a great diftinfilion, viz. Firff,the 
knowledge of Chrift as the Beginning, or the 
truth and glory of Gpd unfolded in the crea- 
tion ; and, Secondly, the knowledge of Chrift 
as the Servant and Son, or the truth and glo- 
ry of God unfolded in the work of redemp* 
tion and in the kingdom of heaven ; and it 
will be underftood that the knowledge and 
life of Adam, related merely to the begmning, 
or to this firft manifeflation of God in the 
light and felicity of nature. 

The happinefs and glory of Adam, though 
infinitely Ihort of the bleffednefs of the faints 
in the kingdom of heaven, was, neverthelefs, 
truly the enjoyment of God; and when the 
immenfity of the works of creation are con- 
fidered, and how perfcft and harmonious 
were all things in their original ftate, and 
that the whole fyftem was full of God ; and 
alfo, how man was capacitated to look into 
and furvey every part of the wonderful ftruc- 
ture, and was, as it were, filled with the light 
and glory of the whole: I fay, when thefe 
things are confidered, it is readily perceived, 
that his enjoyment was inconceivably great, 
and that the fource of the happinefs of man, 
in his innocency, was boundlels. 

Moreover, it will from hence be diftin- 
Ijuilhed^ that the life of Adam, though it coa- 
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lifted in the knowledge, and enjoynfient of ttuj 
ever bleffed God^ was not however eternal 
life } but, in its nature, was different from 
that tmfpeakabU gift which, through grace, is 
bellowed upon believers *, which truth, it has 
been thought, wa^ intimated by the circum- 
Itance of this life of man being breathed in- 
to his nojlrils. The eternal life is clearly de- 
fined in the fcriptures to confift in that corh^ 
jrnandment of the Father which fent his Soil 
Jefus Chrift into the world, including the re- 
ward of his filial obedience^ This is Life eternal^ 
that they might know thee the only true God, 
andje/us Chrijl whom thou halt fent- and this 
knowledge certainly Adam dfid not poflefs* 
But, being united to God by that divine 
medium of light and knowledge, w^hich is th(t 
breath of life, man became a living foul, eil- 
joying the glory and felicity of his Maker^ 
and thereby illuflrating the excellency an4 
bleffednefs of the Lord Chrill ; and alio the 
divine benevolence in the appointment q( 
him to be the head of the world, and in thus 
raifing up bis creatures to a commupion with 
Iiim ih his glory* 



Seflion 5. The Sahbath. 

The Ordinance of the Sabbath refpeftsthtf 

whole do6lrine of Chrift ; it embraces amply 

«he threefold glory of the Beginning, the.SeJ-^ 

. vanr, and the Son, and offers the moft clear 

andpcrfeft illuitra^tion of the divine theorjr# 
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The Apoftle fpeaking of the Sabbaths enjoin- 
ed by the law, fays, they are a fhadoio of things 
to come; but the body is ofChriJl, CoK ii. ij. 
The Sabbath was inftituted by the Creator, 
upon his finifhing the heavens and the earth, 
^and all tHe hoft of them, after fix days ; And 
on thefeventk day Godtnded the work which he 
had made: and he re fled on.the Jeventh day 
from alL his work which he had made. And God 
blejfed thefeventh day^ andfanBified it : becaujk 
that in it he had rejledfrom all his work, which 
God created and made. 

Tht firjl Sabbath refpefted merely the fin- 
ifhing of the work of creation, and the divin« 
^Icaiure, in the glory of his eternal purpofe, 
ttnfc^ded in the world of nature; and this 
reafoil only was then afligned for the fanfti- 
fication of the fe venth day, that in it God refl^ 
ed from all his work. But as this work of cre- 
ation was the broad foundation, and every 
way exaft beginning of the ^t^/oyof Chrift, 
we rouft conceive of the divine mind as con- 
templating therein the whole glorious exhi-p 
bition; and that this was, indeed, the holv 
and bleffed reJtofGod — the perfect day, whicn 
opened, as it were, upon all his finiftied work. 

And though no mention is made of the 
<Afervance of this day being at firft enjoined 
upon men, yet, the knowledge of its being fo 
fanftified and bleffed of God, was a fufficient 
reafon for its being regarded as an holy and 
bleffed day; and there are fome notices of 
its being obferved, in the divifions of time by 
feven days, before the giving of the law, fucn 
a$ the following; The Lord J aid unto Noah, 

£ e 
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^me thou and all thy houfeinto the ark: Ftrr 
yet feven days^ and I xdll caufe it to raiwup^ 
on the earth. Gen. vii. — ALfo Noah fmt forth 
a dove from him, to fee if the waters were Or 
J^t^edjrom off the fa^ce of the ground. But the 
dove found no reft for thefole of htrfoot. And 
lie flayed yet other feven days, and again he 
fent forth the dove out of the ark. And the dove 
came in to him in the evening, and lo, in her 
mouth was an oHve leaf plucked off: fo Noak 
knew that the waters were abated from off the 
earth. And he flayed yet other feven days, and 
ferit forth the dote, which returned not again 
unto him any more, chap viii. — Jofeph made 
a mourning for his fatn,er in the borders of 
CzT\^^nfev€n days. There is alfo the mention^ 
of weeks before the law; and (bme have fup- 
pofed there was a reference to the Sabbath in 
the account of the ©flferings of Cain and Abel, 
whicK are faid to have been made at the end 
qf days. Many events took place in this dif. 
penfation of time, which clearly pointed to- 
a Sabbath, and to a Sabbath of Sabbaths; 
ilich as the clean beafls and fowls going into 
the ark by fevens, the terms of Jacob's feivi- 
c^es in Syria^ and the feven pleniifiil years^ 
and the feven years of famine in Hgypt. 

lihtjfexjoifh Sabbath refpeSed^ not only the 
linKhing of the work of creation, but alfo the 
finilhiijg of the fervice-work of the law, and 
the releafe of God's people from the bondage 
6f a fervice flate ; and, therefore, in addition- 
tK> the reafon of God'^ having relied front 
his works of creation, which is introduced 
i)^o theibur^h comniandraeut^tliis is alfo ex- 
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yrcMy given, Keep ibefabbath day iofanBifj 
it, as the Lord, thy God bath commd^nded tbct. 
And rciMmher that thou wajl a fervant in E* 
gypt^ and that the Lord thy God brought thee 
out thence^ through a mighty h(tnd, and by a 
Jlr etched out arm: therefore the Lord thy God 
connimanded thee to keep the fabbath day. 

The fervice of Ifrael in Egypt is often ufed 
as a reprcfentatipn of the fervice work under 
the bondage of the law; asalfo, their deliver- 
ance from that bondage is ufed to reprefent 
the great redeoiption from fm and wraihjby 
our Lord Jefus Chrift. Ihe works of the Iav\r. 
•are properly called our own worses, as the 
jighteoufnefs of the law is fitly ftyled ouroioi 
Tighteoufnefs; for the deeds of tlie law which 
compole this rightcoufnefs, naturally belong 
K> the ftate of creatures, and ar^ indifpenia- 
bly requifite in the fubjefts of moral govern- 
ment; and, therefor-e, the A poftle to the He- 
brews, fpeaking of th^ enaancipation of be- 
lievers from the lervicc-work of the law, fays, 
H^ that is entered into his reji, he alfs hath 
eeafedjrom hi« own works, as God did from 
Ms. 

The Chri/lian SMailij tog^lier with both 
•the forenamed .things, refpefcls alfo the ac-. 
complilhment of the Church's warfare, ah(^ 
clofe of ihe militant ftat-e, by a final vidory 
over Sin and Death and ail ih^ powers of 
Eanh and Hell, This gofpel refl is^ihe per- 
fect dav, the Sabbath of Sabbaths; concern- 
ing which it is faid in Ifaiah; Yetavcry Utile 
-whiLcy and the indignation Jltatl ccaft , and mine 
a^ger in their .dijirudwn. HeJhaUfmitc the 



Digitized by 



Google 



fao Divine Theory* 

earth zvU6 the rod of his mouth, md wieh th^ . 
breath of hh lips fhall hejlay the wicked. And 
in that day there Jhall be a ro^t of Jejfe^ which 
Jhall Jland for an enjign of the people ; to itfhAll 
the (jentiles feek, and lis reit, or fabbathyW/ 
be glorious. 

In the fourth chapter of Hebrews, the truth 
of the Sabbath is eftablilhed and illuUrated 
In thcfe three diftinft rel^ions ; once by a re- 
ference to the reft which fucceeded the work 
of creation; again, by the promife which was 
made to the people going out of Egypt; and 
again by the tribes of ilrael fitting down in 
Canaan, at the conclufion of the wars of. 
Jofiiua ; all which Sabbaths, it is fliewn, were 
clearly fignificant of another day, and look- 
ed forward,^ and pointed to a future reft. See 
ver. 4. For hejpake in a cert(fin plaee cf fh^ 
Jeventh day en this ^wife^ and God did ref on 
thefeventh day from all his works: and ver. 5* 
Again y If they JJ^all enter inio my reji*^ whicli 
manner of expreflion implies that the reft was 
ftiture. And 7th and 8th verfes. Again he li^ 
miteth a certain day ^ faying in Davids To-de^ 
if ye will hear Us voice ^ harden not your hcarfs. 
For if jfe/iis had given them reft, then would be 
not afterward have fpoktn of anaiker day^ 

There reinaineth therefore a reji to the pe^ • 
pie of God. And though the obfer vane? of the* 
Chriftian Sabbath be not ex prefsly enjoined,, 
as were all things under the law ; for it wasa- 
greeable to the nature of that difpenfaiion, 
which was the fervant ftate, that all things 
fhoukl be laid down by precept, and by line;- 
yet there is no room to doubt bf the obliga**' 
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l»A upon us to remember and keep holy the 
Sabbath Day ; for each reafon which was giv- 
ert in the law, remains to us in full force ^ 
jwid a new one is alfo added, which is the 
greaiefl: and moft binding of all, viz. the tri- 
umph of our Lvord Jefus Chrill over all his 
and our enemies, by his refurreftion from 
the dead, if an obligation to obfcrve the fe- 
venth djry might have been inferred with fuf-- 
ficient clearnefs, from God's reRing from his 
works, and his blefling and fanclitying that 
day, our obligation to obferve weekly the 
day of the refusredlion of Chrift, which more 
than probable was the fame day, and is pro- 
perly called the Lord's Day, may be inferied 
with double evidence. 

Thefcripture chronologies, and the beft af* 
tronomical calculations, together with a great 
variety ofcircumdances relative to the feventh 
day, have combined to raife a' Itrong fupjy>- 
fition, that the Jewifh Sabbath was not the 
feventh day from the beginning of the crea- 
tion. — If»not jsi full demonftration, evidence 
very fatisfaftorily has been (hewn, that the 
JewiOi Sabbath was put back one day, and, 
fonfequently, that the Chriflian Sabbath is 
that feventh day which, from the beginning, 
was blejfed dindihalloxjotd. LSce Bedfora s Scrip- 
ture Chronology^ demonjtiuted by ajlronomicat 
calcalations.^ 

As the. Sabbath, in thefe feveral difpenfa- 
tions, has had certain didinft relations, being 
connected more or lefs immediately with the 
unfolding of the divine will, as in the Be- 
giuping, in the Servant, or in the Son; and. 
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therefore, has diftinft reafons annexed to it; 
anfwerable to the nature of thcfe feveral ex* 
hibitions; like other inftituted ordinances, 
and fignS) and emblems of divine truth, it 
may, in certain rcfpcQs, be changed and al* 
tered; we (hould, therefore, conhder the a-* 
grcement between the fign and what at differ* 
ent times is particularly Signified, and look 
to thefe feveral relations and reafons of the 
inftitution of the Sabbath, to govern ou? 
views refpefting the time to be obferved, and 
the manner of obfervance. 

The queftion when the Sabbath does be- 
gin, whether at fundown or at midnighr, 
has arifen thiefly from the fame fource with 
numerous other difputes, which is that of 
blending fubje^ts belonging to the law with 
thofe which belong, di(tin6Uy, to the gofpel; 

Th^t fhe Jewifn Sabbath began at fun* 
down, or at fix oclock, P, M. is clearly as* 
cenained, both by their law and their prac^ 
tice. They were exprcfsly required to cele^ 
brate their Sabbath /r^jm even unto even. Lev.- 
xxiii. ^2. And their bringing their fick to 
Cbrift, to be healed, v>ken the fun did Jet^* 
Mark i. 32. whiKl they fuppofed it wastbr-= 
bidden on the Sabbath, fhews that they be- 
gan and ended their day at the going do wrt' 
of the fnn; and the Jews do fo practice to^ 
this time. ' ' 

This inOitution and praQice accordea, in 
time, v^ith the particular relation and reafoa 
of the Jevvilh .Sabbath, -which, as has beeo- 
tiiewn, was their ceafing from their labours* 
Mider the Egyptian bondage; and this as « 
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type of the great emancipation of the peo- 
ple of God from the fervice-work of the 
law; for it is evident, they ended their fer- 
vice to the Egyptians at even, when they 
retired to their houfes, and that themfelves 
within doors, to keep the paffover. And the 
fervice- work of the law was al fo finiflied at the 
eventide, when the bond itfelf was cancelled, 
being nailed to the crofs by the death of 
Chrift, which took place after three o'clock, 
P. M. which was the time of the offering o£ 
the evening facrifice, and the time when the 
pafcai larn>D was killed. It was at this time 
of the day, that the angel Gabriel delivered 
to Daniel the glorious prediftion of the fe- 
Venty weeks^ Chrift our pafsover, was fa- 
erificed for us, and offered himfelf a fweet- 
''fmeliing favour to God, in the cOol of the 
day, and in the evening of the world. 

But though there be evidence, that the 
Jewifli Sabbath conamenced in the evening ^ 
and (hould it be alfo admitted, that the firlk 
febbaih began at the evening — that this is the 
Tiatural order of tia>e — acid that the evening 
or night has preceded tlie day in the ufual 
reckoning of time — all this will not deter- 
mine the queftion refpe6iing the Chriftian 
Sabbath; for this has diftinft rdatio^ns; aod 
if the reafon of the refurreftion of Chriii has , 
changed the day, it may be fuppofed fuffici- 
enualfo to- alter the time of its beginning and 
ending; and.indeed, the Jewilh Sabbaih, &c. 
•pnforming in time to its great reafon, and 
commencing when the work to which it re- 
twed was done, indead of its being aa argu?* 
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rnent againft the beghtning of the Chriftiarf 
Sabbath at the lime of the refurreSion, whert 
the glorious viftory was completed,' it iy 
really an argument in it^ favour; for cer- 
tainly, the great reafon of our Sabbath, th^ 
refurreftion of our Lord, which is the'evi- 
dence and earned of the rpfurreftion of the 
jurt, is one as weighty and commanding as 
ihofe which dillinguifhed th^ Jewifh Sabbath,- 
or that which from the beginning rendered 
the feventh day memorable and facred*. 

Every circumftance related by the Evatn 
gelifts, concerning the refurreftion of Chrift, 
lead us to underhand, that it was in the dead 
of the night, at leaft paft the middle, and 
drawing towards the morning watch ; — tho* 
the fervice of Ifrael in Egypt was finifhed in 
ttte evening, yet it was not until midnight 
that the deitroying angel went forth, and 
dealt the bjow, which made their enemies 
exclaim, we be all dead men. It was in the 
morning, though, it feems, before the cur-- 
tains of the night were withdrawn, thatthef 
erefted the ftandard of Jehovah, allembled" 
together, and began to move forward in tri-' 
umph. When our Lord had overcome thejharp^ 
fiefs of death^ upon the crofs, he undoubted- 
ly became the affailant, entered the domini- 
ons of him who had the power of death, pur- 
fued and approached the foe in his own dark 
citadel; aria it may be readily apprehended, 
that the earthquake, accompinyipg the rc- 
furre£lion, was from the (hock of that deadly 

♦ This very exprciSvc phrafc wa$ tikeu from an anckrf 
GrSriiliaa hymn* 
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^Idw given to the head of the ferpent, by all 
the immortal ftrength wiih which our Lord 
to{e froai the dead. Like Sampfon, when 
Re arofe at midnight and ^ent out of Gaza^ 
idarrying away the doors of the gate of the 
fcity, and the two pofts and the bar, fo the 
Lord of Glory arofe, and burft afunder the 
bars of death^ and led captivity captive. 

The attempt made by Dr. Hopkins, to 
fhcw that " it is as probable, and perh aps more 
^ fo/' that the refurreftion of Chrift was ia 
the evening, foon ^hcT Junfetting, as at the 
time ufually taken, can never fuccecd.— »■ 
There is not a fingle circumftartce in the 
Jhiftory of the whole fcene, which does irt the 
leaft favour fuch a conjefture. And in re- 
ply to his query, " Is it not prefumption, 
** and will-worOiip, to begin the Sabbath at 
** any othet time of the dajr'* than fundown? 
It may be faid, let no man judge us in refpcft 
jof the nexo-modn, or of the Jewijh Sabbath 
days, which were indeed a fliadow of good 
things to come, but the fubftance is of Chrift, 

With this great reafon of the Chriftian 
Sabbath in view, to fuch as acknowledge the 
i-efiirretftionof Chrift to be i fufficifcnt ground 
for the change of the Sabbath, from the fe- 
yenth to the firft day of the week, there is 
one paflage which, alone, may be thought 
decilive of the prefent queftion, and places 
it beyond all controverfy, that the evening 
following the firft day of the \yeek, in rela^ 
tiori to our Sabbath, is to be confidercd as 
the evening of that day— the text in view is 
John XX. 19* Then the fame day at evening, 

Ff 
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king thejirji day of ifu week, when the doors- 
were Jhut, where the difciples were ajjembled 
for fear of the Jews, came Jfefus andjlood in 
the nudfij and f aid unto them, peace ke unto 
you. According to the view of thofe who 
begin the Sabbath at funfct, the time here 
noted, which was the evening fucceeding the 
firft day of the week, ought to have Dcea 
called the next day at evening, being the 
ftcond day of the week. This interview of 
our bleffed Lord with his difciples, muft 
have been at a late hour, long after fundown; 
for that fame evening he had turned in, as 
a traveller for the night, with two of his dis- 
ciples at Emmaus, fevcn or eight miles dift- 
ant from Jerufalem; and, at fupper, was 
I^nown unto them in breaking of bread, and 
immediately difappeared; when thcfe two 
difciples rofe up, and came to the city, and 
found their brethren and rehearfed to them 
this event, before the interview took place 
here mentioned by John ; which is faid to be 
on the evening of the fame day with his re- 
furreftion, bemg the firtl day of the week. 

Many circumftances might be given from 
the New Teftament, greatly .corrob9rating 
this evidence; but as this, together with the 
relation of our Sabbath to the refurreQion, 
which we have confidered, has been thought 
fufficient to determine the queftion in favour 
of its commencing in the morning, and has 
uniformly governed the praflice of the Chri^ 
ftian Church down to the prefent time, ex- 
cepting a very modern ana fmall fe6l, it is 
deemed unneceflary to enlarge, I'he con- 
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cern which fome have exprefled, that unlefs 
we begin the Sabbath at fundown, we may 
not certainly know of its beginning, may be 
fafely waved; for the herald trumpet will be 
waking loud. Doubt it not ! We (hall all 
hear the midnight cry,* 1 have here parti- 
cularly noticed Dn Hopkins, becauie he 
was, perhaps, the firft whcJ introduced,' in fo 
formal a manner, the obfervance of Saturday 
evening, or the evening preceding the Sab- 
bath, as an article of Chriftian praftice. 

The Hebrews obferved a week of days, 
and a week of weeks, and a week of years, 
and a week of feven times feven years. Re- 
markable events alfo, refpefting the king- 
dom of Chrift, arc noticed to take place m 
the feventh generation. Thus Enoch, who 
firft prophefied of the coming of the Lord 
with ten thoufand of his faints to executejudg-- 
ment upon the ungodly y was xh^ feventh irora 
Adam ; — Eber, who gave the name to the 
holy pcdple, was th^ feventh from Enoch; 
— Ifaac, who was devoted upon the altar, 
was the feventh from Eber. And from A- 
braham, who was, as it were, the father of a 
hew world, in tht feventh generation, his feed 
went out of Egypt ; — and there were again 
feven generations to David. Matthew com- 
puted the time from David to the captivity 
into Babylon, to be fourteen generations ; and 
again fourteen generations, after the captivity 
to Chrift, A computation by fevens, feventies, 

• The commeucing and ending of the Jcwifh Sabbath> wai 
iotified by ihe llgaal of blowing i trumpec. 
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&c. appears to govern the annals of thebdljR 
people; as that of fixes, tens, &c. does the 
times of the Gentiles. And the perfuafion ha? 
long exifted, even before the Chriftian era, 
that the feventh thoufand years of the world, 
were deftined tobe theperfefl day, the jubilee, 
and the great fabbatical year of the creation. 
But though this be the divine counfel, the 
approach of the great day cannot from hence 
be precifely known ; for fuch is the ftate of* 
all ancient chronologies, that it cannot, with 
certainty, be determmed how long the world 
has already exitted. — The Septuagint Bible, 
which appears to have been ufed generally 
by the writers of the New Teftament, greatly 
exceeds, in its numbers, the common com- 
putations; infomuch, that they could not, 
with judgment, be generally followed. — In 
fome milances, however, circumftances af? 
ford the flronger probability in favor of its 
enlarged periods. Jofephus, whofe mean^ of. 
information refpefcting ancient chronology, 
yreatly exceeded what any man can no* 
lave, and whofe induftry and integrity, as a 
liftorian, cannot be doubted, fays, that " from^ 
" the generation of Adam until the deftfuc- 
*' tion of the firft temple, there were thrqe 
** ihoufand five hundred and thirteen years, 
" fix, months, and ten days ;" and he alfo 
computed the time from this event to the 
birth of Chrift to be fix hundri?d and thir- 
ty years. According to which numbers, we * 
are now confiderably advanced upon the laft 
century of tlie fix thoufand years. — Dating ' 
the dellrudion of Jerufakm, by the Romans, 
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^^ephus fets down the time (6 as to make 
the birth of Chrift a. m. 4145, i. c. fuppof- 
ing this deftrudion to be a, d. 70. 

That Jofephus was accurate in the laft pe- 
riod is <:lear from the prophecy in Daniel of 
leventy weeks ; one week and half a week, 
fucceeding the end ofthecaptivity to the death 
of Chrift; half a week, thirty- five years, was 
the time frorn the birth of our Saviour to his 
death ; feventy years elapfed from this vifion 
to the time Ezra was commiffioned by Ar- 
taxerxes; and the remaining time was juft fe- 
vcn feventies. Add to thefe the feventy years 
of the captivity, and the time agrees precifc- 
ly with Jofephus, viz. fix hundred and thirty 
years from the deftruflion of the firft temple 
to the birth of Ghrift. And Matthew divid- 
ing the number of the generations from Da- 
vid to Chrift equally, at the time of the cap- 
tivity, favors much the enlarged numbers giv- 
^n by Jofephus to this firft period^ which 
make the two periods more equal. And al- 
fo; the Apoftle to. the Galatians, having quo- • 
ted the promife made to Abraham when he 
left Haran,at which time he was feventy-five 
years old, and then frying, that this covenant 
pf promife was msidc four hundred and thir* 
ty years befofe the giving of the law, which ex- 
a6lly agrees with Jofephus, greatly ftrength- 
ens this part of his chronology ; indeed there 
feems to be no room to doubt of Jofephus 
being right as to this period. 

Thefe obfervations, however, are not made 
tjO fix an era, but to fiiew rather that the age 
c^f the wof Id cannot now, with certainty be 
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determined, and the greater probability ex* 
ifts that the common computation is fome- 
what fliort of the true time. They who follow 
the direftions of their Lord, and are watchful 
concerning his appearing, may come to an 
inftruftive Knowledge of the approach of this 
moft folemn event, upon much furer grounds 
than the beft calculations of the age of the 
world ; even were it certain that the great 
Sabbath would commence exaftly with the 
' feven thoufand years. 

In the firft world, one day in feven was ho- 
ly ; and the holinefs of God, the truth of the 
eternal confecration, was there fignified by a 
few other articles, particularly, that com- 
mandment of the Lord God, which interdic- 
ted the tree of knowledge to be ufed or even 
to be touched; and this was enough to fo- 
lemnize the creation. — But, what! O what 
will be the purity and folemnity of the com^ 
ing world! there, every day will be holy; it 
, will be all one Sabbath; every article in that 
world will bear the ftamp of Mount Zion, 
and every creature be clad in the veftments 
of the Lord's retinue. In that day Jhall there 
be upon the bells of the horfesl holiness un- 
to THE LORD: and the pots in the Lord's 
houfeJhaU be like tkeboxoLs before the altar.--- 
And m thai;, day there Jhall be no itiore the Ca- 
naanite wi the houfe of the Lord of Hojts. 
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Seftion 6. Man crowned zoith Glory and 
Honor. 

As Chrift is called the Image of God on 
account of the expreflion of the divine will 
in him, one part ot which is exprefled in his 
being fet up in the glory of the eternal Ma- 
iefty ; fo, according to the ftate of Chrift, man 
Deing made in the image of God, he was 
crowned with glory and honor. 

All rational union in the fcriptures iscon- 
Jidcred as covenant union more or lefs ex- 
plicit; and the principle of covenant iinion 
between men and Chrift being uniformly the 
fame as that of a fellowJhip, partnerlhip, or 
marriage, which places the parties, as to in- 
terefts, upon an ecjuality ; confequently, the 
union of Adam with Chrift, as Lord of Cre- 
ation, which is properly called the covenant 
of life, made man the lord of the Creation ; 
the fame as the union with the Lord our righ^ 
teoufnefsy called the covenant of grace, en- 
titles believers to all the immunities of the 
holy city, new Jerufalem, and makes the 
church tne Lord our righteoufnefs. Ten xxxiii. 
16. and by which union all the laitnful have a 
right to the diftinguiftiing glories of the Head, 
and Lord of the new world, fuch as the re- 
furre£iion, and the /i/e, "which, in its nature, is 
eternal; Sind power, as lords, to triumph o- 
ver death, and live and reign in that world 
in which he Jiveth and reigneth by his own 
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and his Father's righteoufoefs, in the cxecii- 
tion of the glorious eternal covenant. 

It appears, therefore, that the exahation^ 
glory and honor of Adam was a matter of 
mere bounty beftowed upon him in the con- 
iliturion df his creation, uniting him with the 
all glorious, all-meritorious Lord of Crea- 
tion, and confifted no more in any inherent 
virtue and merit of his, than the exaltation 
and glory of the redeemed faints in the king- 
dom of God, confifts in any holiriefs and me- 
rit of theirs ; and that without this union he 
could not have enjoyed the honors of a crowij 
and the riches of a dominion. Thus We find 
that all glory is of Chriil ; he was, and is, and 
is to come, the alone fourCe of riches, and 
honor, and fflory, and blefling. 

Had man oeen created in a form anfwera. 
61^ to the other creatures of God, and had 
he been placed in the condition of a fubjcft 
merely, and made a fellow-fervant with the 
angels under the dominion of the Lord of* 
heaven and earth, his ftate would have been 
natural ; his formation then, together with ih6 
whole frame of the uniwrfe, would only have 
manifefted ^he power, fkill and benevolence 
of the Creator; and there would have been 
nothing in the human nature myfteriousand 
calculated to excite wonder, more than in 
the nature of the angels. But that man, yef- 
terday the duft of the ground, fliould be made 
in the image of God, and be capacitated for 
dominion; that he ftiould be clothed with 
the Tobes of majefty, have a crown fet upon 
his head, arid be placed bver worlds! this 
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has been a wonder from the beginning, it is 
how^, arid through the endlefs ages of eteJrni- 
ty it will never ceafe td be a wonder. 

This is the wonderful fubjeft which is in- 

trounced with fuch pathos and folemnity iii 

the eighth Pfalm. What is man, Ihat thou art 

mindful of him ? anH the Ton of man, that thou 

yifiteji him? For thou hajl made him a little 

dower than the angels, and hajl crowned him 

with glory and honor. TJiou madefi him to 

hOiVe dominion over the works of thy hands; 

thou hajl put all things under his feet : Alt 

Jhcep and oxen, yea, and the heajis of the field': 

The fowl of the air, and thefijti of the fea, and 

whatfoever pajfeth through the paths bfihefeas. 

This inaeed is a deep niy ftery, a hard quef^ 
tion; but it is opened in the fartie Pfalm, al 
ieaft, a clue appears td be given to the inte- 
reding ahfwer in the words of the firfivt^rfdi 
which are repeated in the laft^yherd the Ho- 
ly Ghoft iignifies^ that this glory arid honor 
of Adam arofe froni his being, by the fove- 
reigti pieafure of his Maker, united td and fdt 
up in the gldry of Chrift ; who is here fpokeri 
of, as in many otherplaces, undeir the appel- 
lation of the Lord's name, from whdfe merit 
and excellency all this honor and gldry was^ 
and is ftill td b? derived td man ; to whdrri^ 
therefore^ our whole attention is called, and 
all miift be afcribed, Lord our Lord, hovi 
Excellent is thy naiiie in all the earth! 
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SeQion 7. The Covenant with Adam. 

The divine tranra6lion of the explicit cw* 
venant with Adam, was calculated merely to 
fliew and perfcft his true ftate by creatioB. 
It was the cxprefs declaration of the truth oT 
his exiftcnce as a Uvingfou/, viz. that be liv- 
ed in union with the Divine Word, on that 
medium his life ablblutely depended; and 
fliould he leave that for any otncr fuppefed 
medium of knowledge or lire, death mull in- 
evitably enfue. — It will be remembered, that 
when we now i^eak of an union of Adam 
trithChrift,the view refpefts merely that ftate 
of Chrift which is unfolded in the creation^ and 
the life here intended, is that which he thus 
received by the breath of his Creator. 

As Chrift was fet up in covenant union 
with the Father, and was the Chrift of God^ 
and his name, gfory and blelfednefs fubfifted 
in the truth ot a rational and divine com- 
paft; and as in fujch an holy relation he was 
the image of God ; for Adam, therefore, to 
%t the figure of Chrift, and to fland up, as it 
were, in his eftate and glory, as the Beginning 
and Lord of the Creation, and fo to be in 
the image of God, k was neceffary that he 
fliould be covenanted with him, and that hn 
Kfe, glory and bleflednels, by virtue of a co- 
venant anion with his Lord, (hould fubfift 
in the fame divine, facred and rational way. 

Not merely^ therefore, as man was to be 
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treated as a moral agent, but in order to per- 
£b^ his ftate, as being made in the all-glori* 
ous image of God, it was, upon this ground, 
ncceffary that he fhould be put on trial. — 
This J^q/ttion, confidently with that exalted 
ftate m which man was placed by being af- 
fociated with Chrift; in which covenant re* 
lation he was deftined to hold communion 
witb^the Lord himfelf, in th^ glory of the 
creation ; this, I fay, could not, m the nature 
of things be avoided ; for a covenant necef* 
farUy implies an obligation of faith or fideli- 
ty, arid covenant fidelity neceffarily implies 
trial ; fo that this tranfaciion with Adam, re- 
fulted merely from the glorious and mod 
bountiful conftitution of his creation^ and 
was neceflary to carry that conftitution into 
fuUcffe^ 

And it is very evident that the moral a- 
gency of Adam, the exercife of which is fo 
much infilled on by many, in explaining this 
tranfaftion, was itjelf conftituted in this co* 
venant ; for, what idea can be formed of mo- 
nal agency, which does not r^fped fome co- 
venant or Uw? Had man been placed in the 
fame relation with the angels, their law would 
have given to his condition th4B folemnity of 
obligation; but his ftate being entirely differ- 
ent from theirs, this divine injunftion alone 
could fo form his mind, and make him fub- 
jeft to jduty and accountable. 

We find, therefore, thij> tranfa6lion very 
fimple,and merely the perfe6ling of the ftate 
of man by creation, and the manifeftation 
and explicit* verbal declaration of thattwn- 
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dnful ^xA fearful circumftariccof his formV 
ation, viz. that he was made in the image of 
God, and enjoyed his life and bleffednefe by 
means of a aivine medium, arid fuch a ra- 
tional and facred union with the Creator. So 
flrangely has this^matter been mifunderflood 
and mifreprefented ! and the doElrine olChriji 
almoft wholly hid, where it may be conterA- 
plated in this light of a covenant tranfaftion^ 
which affords one of the cleareft illuHrations 
of the glorious truth^^ which can poffibly \^ 
given. 



Seftion 8. The Tree of Life. 

In many pafTages of fcripture, as the Apof- 
tie obferved of marriage, the knowledge o^ 
Chrifl is to be regarded as a great myjlery^ 
and cannot be obtained but by deep relearch, 
and mofl diligently comparingfpiriiual things 
with fpiritual; ^fpecially thole recording the 
works and ways of God previous to the fall 
of man, in which the truth of Chrift is fc con- 
cealed, that his inquiring friends have there 
often palfed him by undifcovered; but in the 
article of the tree of life, he has been ever 
moft clearly manifelted. / 

Th(^ nam^ of this tree, expreffive of its na* ' 

ture, having in it nothing ambiguous,>as had 
that of the knowledge of good and evil; it be* 
ing preferred by fhe word *of the Lord, and 
its influence to prelerve the living Joul, anc^ 
all-fupporting power upon the body, doubts 
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left known and experienced, raifing it whilft 
enjoyed above all injury, pain and diffolu- 
tion, pointed out mofl fignificantly the true 
medium oMife; and it was, in its nature, as 
clearly a fign and fymbol, and alfo means to 
Adam, of his living naturally by Chrift, as 
the facrament of the Lord s Sripper is to us, 
of our living by him fpirittially* The unbe- 
lief and ftupidity of miftaking the one, is a3 
great^ and is very fimilar to that of miftaking 
the other. 

The truth ©f Chrift, as has been (hewn, 
being of a facramental nature; — by facra- 
menial^ I mean relating to a covenant and 
oath; — rGod has been pleafed from the be- 

finning, to fet this eternal truth Before men, 
y means of facraments, or facramental figns 
and emblems, which Itand as vifible witnelles 
of life and death, the blefling and curfing, 
according to the nature of the covenant. — 
Such were the two trees diftinguilhed in re- 
lation to the covenant of life, in the paradife 
of Eden; fuch were alfp the two mountains 
Ebal and Gerizim under the law, and fuch 
are now the facraments of the New Tefta- 
ment.— As the worthy partaker of the Holy 
Supper feedeth upon the bread of lif(^ and ira- 
bibeth the quickening fpirit; but, he that 
cateth and drinketh unworthily, cateth and 
drinketh condemnutionioh\xx\^^\i\ and as the 
blefling went forth from Gerizim to the obe- 
dient with authority and effeft, and the wrath 
and curfe from Ebal took^hold of thetranf- 
greffbr with power and certain execution; 
Y>^ the tree of hfe, as a witnefs that man re- 
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mainihg in innocency fliould live, was itivc^ 
cd with the power of life, as al fo the other tree 
was in vetted with the power of death. Thus 
man was placed upon trial, with both life and 
death fet before him. 

This bleffed tree, full of life and vigor, wag 
fufficient alone to make a paradife; as the* 
emblem and pledge of the firft covenant con- 
^itution, which was a covenant of life, it watf 
9 provifion all fustaining to the body;^ and^ 
as the vifible memorial of the truth of Christ, 
it afforded alfo food to vivify and feHcitaie 
the mind; in its nature, appearance and ufe,f 
it anfwcred exprefsly to this iirft itateof the 
(Creation, and to (hew forth the glorious cha*. 
ra^er of Chritt as the Beginning. This i^ 
fo evident, that it requires no i}luiiratioQ« ^ 



^mm 



Scfliong* Tree of knowledge o/goodand 
eviL 

For the trial of Adam, and exercife erf 
his covenant obligation of fidelity to Chrift, 
as his head and Lord, it was neceffary that 
fome objeft ftiould be prefented before him, 
that might be fuppofed a medium of true 
happifying knowledge. This was done in 
tlie tree of the knotdedge of good and eviU 

And though, for the fake of the trial; the 
fruit of this tree was fet before man, appa* 
renily crnod for food, in a form moft enticing, 
and to oe dcfired to make him tjoife^ as, in ap»' 
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peatrance, fairly promifing the ultimate hap^ 
pinefe of the foul, and bearing its name« vet 
nan' was not tempted and deceived by hia 
Creator; whitft, at the fame time^ he was 
plainly informed, by the word of the Lord 
€k>d, what the nature of it was^ and what 
muft immediately follow upon his attempt* 
fng to obtain from hence, not withflandiagitt 
good and deiirable appearance, either uip- 
port and delight for the body, or improve* 
ment and elevation for the mind. 

He was exprefsly admoniflied concerning 
this tree and its fruity as being no more than 
the appearance of good; and in the name it 
bore^ ne was warned of its dangerous nature, 
in that it preiented two oppofite cafes ; fa 
that being regarded accorciing to the inter- 
dicing command of God, it was to him ufe^ 
ful and good^ as thereby he would have the 
knowledge of obedience and duty, which is 
the knowledge of Chrift ; but in the other 
cafe, it was cvil^ as by eatine thereof, he 
would know from it what is the bitter fruit 
of tranfgreffion, and the fatal nature of difo* 
bedience. 

By the name of this tree, fufficiently de^ 
ciphered by the word of the Lord given to 
him^ Adam was fully apprized, that if he 
gavrf it credit, and, againft the word of God, 
prefumed ta ufe it tor food, or in any way 
as a medium of fupport, life and knowledge, 
he would know, by woful experience, that 
he had loft good, and, not abiding in the 
knowledge of Chrift, that he had conceived 
evil^ a dduiion and lie, 
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DiftinQ, therefore, and oppofite in its hfc 
ture, as this tree was from the tree of life^ 
flill, as it fprang up neceflarily in the garden 
of God, from the* divine and moft benificent 
operation, which caufed there to grow a tree 
of life, its exillence^ the exiftence of evil, is 
neceffarily comprized in the argument of the 
divine theory; for, without fuch meaiis of a 
trial, the covenant union^and the duty, fide^ 
lity and glory, which compofe the whole 
doftrine of Chrittj could have never been 
known, and man could no more have had 
the knowledge of good, than he could have 
had the knowledge of evil. 
. O the depth and the height, to which th^ 
mind is tranfported by the knowledge oif 
Chriil! On high, toourview^ it garnifhett 
the heavens,, and openeth the gates of the 
Lord^ into which the righteous do enter f 
and in the deep, it formeth the crooked Jen 
pent, the dark region oidead things, and thert 
that people it 1 



Se6lIon lo. Conclujion of the Chapter dfi 
Creation. 

, To give a full illuftration of the truth of 
Chrift^ as the beginning of the creation, it 
would be neceffary to trace the argument of 
divine wifdom through all the natural world, 
and offer divine elfays upon all trees^from the 
cedar tree that is in Lebanon, even unto the 
hvjo/^ Lliat fpring^ih out 0/ ikj xcall; and alfo 
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m relation to this doftrine, to fpeak particu«» 
larly of beajis, and of Jowl, and of creeping 
things, and of Jijhei. We are affured this 
was once done ; by the aid, no doubt, of this 
grand clew of wifdom and knowledge, that 
the worlds were framed hy the word of God. 

That fuch a theory of Chrift does pervade 
the creation, add is legibly ihfcribea in the 
bofom of Heaven, and on every obieft be* 
longing to the earth and fea, is a faft which 
every man that cometh into the world ap- 
pears, in fome degree, confcious of; and 
which ought, as the firft ground of convi£lion^ 
to be appealed to by Chrift's witnefles in^all 
the world. The preacher of the everlafting 
gofpel will proclaim unto them that dwell on 
the earth, faying with a loud voice, fear God 
and give glory to him, for the hour 0/ his 
judgment is come : and worjhip him that mcuU 
heaven and earth, and the fea, dndthefoun^ 
tains of water. 

But all that we have propofed, was an il- 
luftration of the divine theory in fuch of the 
leading fafts of the creation, &c. as may efta- 
blilh the prinj:iple, unfetter the human mind 
of the prejudices of falfe principles and mis- 
taken ta6ls, and give it boldnefs in exploring- 
rational, philofophical, fcriptural truth. — • 
And it is thought, that what has been offer* 
ed, is fufficient to eftablifli this view of the 
great truths viz. that the creation once exift- 
ed in a ftate of glory and happinefs, all an- 
Iwerable to the firft ftate and primitive glory 
of Chrift. 

H h- 
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CHAPTER III. 
Of TH£ APOSTACy* 



Seflion i. The Fall of Angels. 

S the fcriptures fo clearly reveal the trutfr 
' of the heaven and the earth being united 
to Chrift by the conftitution of creation; 
and all worlds being framed together opon 
one divine foundation, and fo particularly 
piention the angelic worlds, things invifi^ 
bU^ thrones, zna dominions, and principalis 
ties and powers, as being all originally ^hus^ 
conftituted; — they alfo reveal, very exprefs- 
ly, that the fin and fall of the apoftate angels 
confifted in. breaking off from their founda- 
tion, or not holding to their divine conftr* 
tuted head. The angels fell by finning a- 
gainft Chrift, revealed to them in the eon^ 
uitution and law of their creation. 

Of the devil, the firft rebel and feducer 
of angels and men, it is declared that A<? was 
a murderer from the beginnings John viii. 44. 
By this expi^effion, compared with other 
fcriptures in agreement, we underftand that 
his fin, and fir ft attempt to feduce others, 
refpe^led Chrift as the Beginning, the Foun- 
dation and Head of the creation \ — and it i* 
immediately added, and abode not in the 
truth. This expreffion confirms the fenfe of 
the other — Chrift is both the beginning and 
the truth. The divme declaration^ lUat the 
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Fall ot Angeis, t^^ 

6cvil tO(U a murderer from the beginning, and 
abode not in the truth, is a very exprefs re- 
velation of the nature of the fin of the devil 
and his angds. 

The fame thing is expreffed, in much the 
fame manner, i John iiu 8. The devil finnetk 
from the beginnings — and it is added here, 
'For this pur pofe the Son of God was manifejl- 
ed^ that he might dejlroy the works of the deviL 
This alfo confirms the fentiment, that the 
works of the devil were the feducingof crea- 
tures from Chrift ; and therefore his coming 
into the worlcl, and recovering loft creatures 
to himfelf, deftroys the works of the devil. 

But we have a paflage in the epiftle of 
Jude, verfe 6, which, though in the fame 
ityle as the foregoing, and refpefts the reve- 
lation of Chrift in the fame remarkable word, 
the beginning, is ft ill more exprefs — The an- 
gels that kept not their beginning.* This 
fentence is conftrufted in tne fame manner 
as the laft fentence in the preceding verfe, 
\vhich refpe6ls the people of Ifrael who were 
deftroyed in the wildernef? ; — and not holding 
their beginning, foundation, and head, as evi- 
dently exprefles the fin of the angels, as not 
believing exprelfes the fin of the people who 
pierifhed in the wildernefs. The angels fell^ 
/xn Ttjpti^avra? not keeping Christ their beginning:. 
the people in the wildernefs fell /^n T*«€u<rwT«? not 
believing Chrift their angel. 

The devil, in thus breaking off from Chrift 
•and feducing others,, was a murderer; — he 
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dcftroycd himfelf aad all whom he drew af- 
ter him; — and inftead of cpntinuing. the U- 
luftriou^aad rational being he once was, he 
is now ranked with the brute creation, nam- 
ed and defcribed as a dreadful heaji^ adragon, 
Hon, or dog. 

The change of the charafter of this angel, 
which took place immediately upon his lall, 
ft-om being the Son of the Morning, to that 
of a horrible fiend '^ — and the change of his 
condition, from being free in the habitation 
of light, to that of a beafl chained in dark- 
nefs, will illustrate to all eternity the infinite 
worth of Christ, and (hew the abfolute de-. 
pendence of all the excellence and felicity 
of creatures upon him. 



S^fliori 2, The Fall of Man. 
The devil, having departed from the be- 
ginning, and become aii enemy to the truth, 
immediately deterniined upon war, if by any 
means he might dethrone his fovereign, . and 
overthrow his kingdom ; and as^ man was af^ 
fociated with the Lprd Chrift> ^nd flood with 
him in the intereft, and ontbe p^rty of, the 
government, hds ground becan^e, as it were, 
the out poft or frontier of the en^pire^ ajad 
prefented the natuial point for commencing 
the attacL 

• As man wa? made in the image of God, 
and crowned with his glory and honor, it 
^night be fuppofed thgt the myfteriou* char* 
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tcr of his dominion extended to an-afcendan^ 
cy over the angels ; for, indeed, without any 
exception, he was by the Lord God fet over 
• the works of his Aanai ; againft man^ there- 
fore, this proud, difobedient and rebellious 
fpirit rofe up, as againft his lord and fove- 
xeign. — And as man had begun to exercife 
the higheft a£ls of fovereignty, by giving 
names to the creatures, which were among 
the iirfl exercifes in a way of adminiftration 
%hat exifled in the creation; he was confid- 
efed as (landing Az^i6 upon the ground of this 
dominion; fo that,. in this his wonderful un- 
ion wiih Chrift, the reafons are apparent, 
why the devil aimed at man his firft blow. 

And here, again, we may view and admire 
the depth of the divine counfel, that the fame 
cifcumftance in the ftate of man which occa- 
fioned his overthrow, led to his recovery, viz. 
that the matter which raifed againll him an 
enemy, was a caufe of infinite value, and an 
intereft in common between him and the Lord 
Chrift, in which tht Lord his maker had the 
grcateft (hare! 

, T]>e ferpent, which for powers of intelli- 
gence was above all the beafts of the fieJd, 
was the proper inftrument to be employed 
in carrying this dark defign into eflFed; for 
which purpofe, the neceflfary trial of man, to 
give him the knowledge of truth and obedi- 
ence,, according to the good pleafure of God, 
afforded a fair opening. 

From what has been obferved, refpefiing a 
certain analogy fubfifting between the fub- 
Je^ls of bath worlds^ the aifociation of this 
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angelic fpirit with the fcrpent, may not 
feem fo ftrangc; for in fuch a political con- 
cern, or matter of ftate, whilft the Lord of 
Heaven aflbciatcd with man in the intereft of 
the government, a defign of rfebellion would 
naturally lead thofe I'ubjefts of the upper 
world to fcek a correfpondence abroad, in 
order to draw into their intereft the fubjefti 
of this, where immediately the fcene of ac- 
tion was defigned to commence. " 

And it fhould ever be a warning to all 
who are diftinguilhed for their natural en-, 
dowments, not to truft even to fuperior fa* 
gacity and genius ; that the moft fubtile and 
intelligent of all the creatures of the world, 
was the firft to be drawn into that accurfcd 
cnterprize, in which he was crufhed to the 
ground and irrecoverably loft; for, though 
the other creatures will be preferved, and en- 
joy at laft the glorious liberty of the children 
of God; yet, by the irrevocable decree of 
Heaven, the ferpent and all his generation 
fhall die. On account of this early connex* 
ion of the arch rebel with the ferpent, and 
alfo of his fubtile and wily charafter, he him- 
felf is doomed to bear the hateful name of the 
ferpent. 

Upon this ground, therefore, of the inte^ 
eft of the kingdom, and the queftion who 
fhall have the dominion? the war of agts: 
firft broke out ; and notwithftanding the fuc- 
cefsful attempts which have been made, in* 
thefe laft days, to conceal the nature of Je* 
fus Chrift's gofpel, and to divert the attentif^n 
f)f men from tne Hope of Ifracl in the refto^ 
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mion of the kingdom, to fyftems of merft pie-' 
ty, religion and morality; the kingdom — the 
idoHrine of the kingdom is ftill, and to the 
^reat day of decifion, will be the point, the 
dll-interejiing ground of the folemn contro- 
verfy. And being thus at once aifauked, by 
the fubtihy of the ferpent, and the* falfehood 
of the devil, the woman was deeetved and 
fell ; and by one of the deepeft ftratagems 
that was ever conceived, together with the oa- 
toral force of, perhajjs, as tempting an ob- 
je£l as erer allured the human cye,^ the maa 
alfo was overcome and ruined. 

By the fall, man loft the image of God, 
and as neceffarily expired as a living foul, as 
the body expires feparated from air; the 
crown oi glory and honor fell from his head, 
and he ceafed to be lord of the creation, and 
became like the beafts that perijh^ as neceffa- 
rily as the breathlefs body lofes its glory and 
flrength, and changes into a corpfe. — Tbi» 
event moft ftrikingly illuftrated the all-im* 
portant truth, that all the blefl'ednefs, glory 
and j>ower of creatures arife from their uni- 
on with the bleffed, glorious and almighty 
Word ; that life^ and the favor of God is en- 
joyed only through the Lord of Life ^ the bc^ 
kmed One, who w^as fet up from everlajling. 

And being thiis without flrength, havingj 
left the Rock of Ages, man, and the whole cre-» 
ation with him^neceflarily fell upder the pow^ 
€r and tyranny of the great enemy the aevil^ 
who, by the difplacing of Adam, came in and 
took polfeffion of the whole reahn, and fet up 
over roan and all the crcaiioa, liie reign of 
death* 
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This finifhcd what is called the threatening 
to Adam, dying thoujhalt die. Falling from 
Christ his life, fatan rofe over him armed 
with power derived from his feparation from 
the only fource of life, and which is therefore 
called the power of death, and fet up over 
him the dominion of darknefs, tyranny and 
horror. But the darknefs and mifery of the 
power and reign of the devil in the world, 
ferves thus to brighten the illustratioi^of tlite 
light and bleffedncfs of the power and reigti 
of the Lord of Light and Bleffednefs^ 



Seftion 3. Depravity. 

The doHrine of the entire depravity of 
man by the fall, properly stated, can admit 
of no difpute but what implies either igoo- 
rarure or di{belief of the whole divine fystem; 
for as the upiightnefs and perfeftion of man 
1^// confisted in the divine constitution of his 
creation; his being made in the image of 
God ; the lofs of this standing in covenant 
unkm with Christ, rriust imply a state of to- 
tal and univerfal depravity. 

The idea of the covenant of life being part- 
ly broken, and partly kept,* or of the divine 
union with Christ being partly lost, and part- 
ly retained, has never been advanced; fuch 
a thing is inconceivable; what was declared 
by the word of God, was the mo^ evideni 
truth,~that in the day man Ihould eat of the* 
trre^ that was the article of the trial of hisca- 
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Pliant fidelity^ he fljould die; for, loofin 
kke brtidh of Itfc^ fie must of courfe be a dea^ 

^ Jt will alfo be bbferVed, that the depravity 
;of the fallcahnot be contemplated as being 
merely negative, or the lofs of the image of 
God; for thiscovenant,.asJhewn, being of 
thenatureofmarriage,thebrcachof it implies 
being joined to another. A feparaiion from 
Chriil can exifl only by union with an Anti- 
CJhrift, Aaentire fcparation from Chfift, and 
uriion with the ferpent, h^ing free fnom rtgh* 
teoufnefSi sindfilUd with all unrigkteoufnefs^ 
is the tearful {tate of the lapoftacy; and the 
true ftatement of the cafe is (iifficient to ftiew, 
that without an almighty intervention, the 
depravity of the fell mull have extended uni- 
Vcrfally through naturci 
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PART II. 



THE ARCHANQEL: 

J|U.V»TkATlNG TRX TJtSTH OT CKRtIT Aft' BtlHO TBil^ 
HSAD OT THE R£D£XFTION<WOKLD. 



CHAPTER I. 
OF THE tLECT EST ABLlSfiMEKT* 

Seftion !• The Unien of the eleSl Wbrid wttH^ 
the Begtnnirhg^ 

nPHOUGH the eka eftablifhmdnt did not 
"^ diftinftly open, in our world, tiU the caH 
of Abraham ; y€t, aJs the lines were marked 
out in the beginning, and it aftually took 
J)lace in the upp?r world, immediately upon 
the great apoftacy ; from this time we may 
connder the glorious Lord as entering upon 
his mediate Itate, and commencing the work 
©f redemption. 

By the name of archangel,, being com-' 
pounded of the words beginning and angel, 
we are reminded, that the fcene immediate- 
ly opening will be a twofold exhibition, and' 
that viewK of the fervice- work will be clofely 
combined with profpe^s of the fame na- 
ture of thofe already contemplaicd; fw the 
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nrhole divine exhibition, being one entire 
work, framed upon one unbroken plan, the 
foregoing is not (hut by the opening of a fol* 
lOMTingfccne; but the work of exhibiting the 
^ood^ and acceptable^ and perfeSl will of God, 
as continually proceeding on from glory to 
glory. 

It has already been hinted, that the glory 
of the approaching day will conflft or the 
exhibition in one fuH view of the univerfe, 
fef the threefold ^lory of Chrift, viz. the glo- 
ry of the Beginning, in the moft perfeft uate 
of the creation; tne glory of the angel, in 
the illuftrious proofs of his merit and honor, 
^s he will appear covered with the wounds 
and fears of tne faith and|)atience of the mi- 
litant ftate; and the glory of the Son of God, 
in the open fliew of his viflory, by the pre* 
fentment of his trophies in the full aflcmbly 
0i the ehurcb triumphant. 



Section 2* The Divinity of the Archangel. 
In this place, it will be proper to notice 
the fcripture evidence of the divine charafter 
of the archangel, and that he is none other 
than the LorcTChrift,— Among the angels of 
God, no doubt, there is a natural chief; one, 
whofe proper name is Michael, and who, on 
account of his hjgheft pofl and command, 
from their firft eftattv, bare among them the 
diftinguifhing title of archangel; but, upon 
the awful emergency of the breaking out of a 
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rebellion, when Chtift himfelf flood forwar^;. 
to defend their ground of truth, this mighty 
angel willingly gave up tp him his command, 
his title, and his name ; and as Chrift vent in, 
perfon into the field, as commander in chief* 
of God's hofts, he was known among them 
by the proper name gind title of their Angelic 
Commander, 

The reprefentations which are ^lade an-' 
der this cnaja^erarefuch,asfonietimes^lead^ 
us necefTariJy to conceive of the Lord him- 
felf; at other times, however, another diftin6l; 
perfon is ipoft naturally underft pod ^ as in 
1 ThefT, iv, j6- urhere it is, faid. The Lord^ 
himfelf Jhall defcendjroTfi heaven with ajhout^ 
zuith the VOICE q/^ the arc ha n g e jl : So.that 
to explain and reconcile thcfe reprefentati- 
ons, it appjcars neceflary to sidopt the above 
hypothefis, that twp perfons may be intend- 
ed by this fame name,, 

Among the evidences, that this gloripus; 
angel, fo difHnguilhed in the affairs of the ho- 
ly people, is the Lord Chrift, the following 
pglfages may benoticed. And the angel of tl^ 
X^ord called unto Abraham out of heaven the 
fecond time. And /aid. By myfelf have I fwom, . 
faith the Lord, /^r becavje ihoiihajl done this 
thing, and hajt not zoithheld thy/on, thine on* 
lyfon.' That in blefTing I will blefsthee, and 
in- multiplying I will multiply thy feed as the 
liars of heaven, and as the fand which is up- 
on the Tea Jhore; and. thy feed fhall pcflefs 
the gate of his enemies ; And in thy feed fhall 
all the nations of the earth be bleffed; be* 
caufe thou halt obe) ed my voice. Gen. xxu^^ 
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45, 16, 1^, 18. — The angel which redeemed me 

Jrom all evil, blefsthe lads. Gen. xlviii. 16 — ^ 

And the angel of the Lord appeared unto him 

in ajlame oj Jire out of the midjl of a bujli: 

and he looked, and behold the bvjii burned with 

Jire, and the buff:) was not conjumed. — More^ 

over hefaid, I am the God of thy father, the 

God of Abraham, the God of Ifaac, and the 

God of Jacob. And Mofes hid his face: for 

he was afraid to look upon God, Ex.od. iii. 

2 — 6. — Behold, I fend an angel before thee^ to 

keep thee in thy way, and to bring thee into the, 

place which I have prepared.— htv^d^x^ of him, 

and obey his voicp, provoke him not : for he 

will not pardon your tranfgreffions: for my. 

jiarneisin him, Exod. xxiii. 20, 21.— And in 

all their affiiSHon he was a£li[led, and the an^ 

gel of his prefence f^ved them. Jfai. Ixiii. 9, 

Arid they anfwered the angel of the Lord that 

Jlood among the myrtle trees, &c. Zech. i. 11, 

— ^The prophet called this angel that talked 

with him his Lord. See verfe 9, The affget of 

God, whofe lam, and whom Iferve. A61s xx vii. 

23V — And the angel which Jfaw Jlavd upor\, 

ihefea, and upon the earth, lifted up his hand 

to heaven, andfware by him. that livdhfor ever 

and ever, that there Jfiould be time no longer. 

Rev. x, 5, 6. — H^gzr called the name of the 

angel that fpake unto her, 7hou Godfetji me. 

Gen- xvi. 13, And Jacob was called Jfrael, 

power with God, becaufe he had power over the 

iiytgel, and prevailed. Hofea xii, 4. — It may 

be: obferved in all thefe inliances, that angel 

is Chrift's mediate or fervice-namc, apd refers 

\o him as being engaged in the worlf of r?- 

^emption/ ; 



Digitized by 



Google 



S/^ PiyiNE Ta£ORY# 



Seftion 3<» EleElwn. 

The truth of an ele6lion of God, as hal 
been (hewn, is founded in the nature of tjwi 
olivine principle : — the confecrating and fet-. 
ling apart of Chrift as a truftee of tne gift of. 
eternal life, rendered him an eleft head ;-^ 

•and it implies neceflarily, an objefi of everr 
laRing love CQoneSed with him, as an ele;6t 
l)ody* 

In a cafe of this nature, where an intereft, 
tieeded or willed, is put into the hands of a 
truftee, under h^vy and facred hands, to 
keep it and deliver it over to the party in 
favor of whom the deed or will is made; it. 
is moft plain, that fuch heif or heirs muft be 
chofen, fo as to be known and named in the 
deed or teilament. This matter of an elec- 
tion, therefore, exiftcd in, and is clearly trace*^ 
able to that eftablifhed fa£l and glorious firft. 

principle, of an eternal covenant tranfafli- 
on. But our prefent inquiry relates to the 

divine exhibition, and to the truth of God 
as difclofed in his works. 

Though quellions may arife in a ratiopal, 

mind, refpetling certain offered fenfes and 

circumftances of this doftrjne, yet the faS. 

itfelf, of an ele6lion of God, is moft clc;arly 

exhibited, and cannot be doubted by any ra-. 

tional rtfli Hing mind ; — which fati, in the, 

prefent view of the fubje^l, lies before us in! 

the exiftence of ^ divtjiori.m the creation,'--^ ^ 
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Tlie word! eIe6lion, is ufed in relation to one 
. €>r more, being felefted in defign, to be in 
cfFeft feparated, or fet apart from others. 

But; a divifion in the creation could not' 
^xift, except by a new divine eftabliftiment^ 
for, as the ferpent had poffeffed hlmfclf of 
the gfand ftream of natural influence, or of 
the whole power of the natural eftablifhment^ 
it is plain, that in that ft ate, he muft have* 
jpenetrated the whole creation-, and angels 
as well as me», muft have funk down toge- 
ther Under one utiiverfal flood of apoftacy. 
. The ftanding of the holy angels cannot 
i)e accounted ror,^ confi ft entry with the doc- 
trine of Chrift, on any other ground thai* 
3fAv of their being eUH angds ;'-^zr\d that 
iShrift appeared at the moment of danger, 
opening to them a new fource of life, ac- 
cording to this great diftinfliori in the divine 
will, by uniting them to himfelf as the head 
of the ele6t world, and fo dividing them ofiT 
from the reft of the creation, whicn opened, 
like an abyfs under theirfeet ; the divine eon.- 
ftitution of which being now broken up, and 
sill its strength and glory laid prostrate be- 
fore the fearful conqueror. 

Doing this, implies his taking a new form? 
aiifwerable to the dijpojition ^angels ; hence 
his name of Angel, and alfo of Lord of Hosts; 
—for this new establilhment of eleftion, is 
a' war establiftimcnt: — It h the dividing off 
of world against world, and putting betweeii 
them enmity of the most irreconqiiable op- 
polition of principle, Kence w^^r wili coriv 
iaence immediately — angel will beoppofed 
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to angel— man to man^-the powers of he** 
ven confIi6ling — the fea and waves roaring* 

Though Christ did not take the nature ot 
angels^ yet he took their Hvery, and fo aflb-* 
ciated himfelf to them, as to appear among 
thena their Captain and Commander in Chief \ 
putting arms into their hands-^arrangiog 
them under election banners — appoititii^ 
their armies — teaching them fkill — inrpirii^ 
them with courage^ — and affording theai 
strength to relift, repel, and, finally, to van* 
quifti what otherwile had been. an all-coa- 
xjuering enemy. 

Emcring now Upon his coveriant-fervic^ 
a state in which all before him was labour 
and warfare, he cheerfully prepares himfelf 
for the long engagement — puts on the drt& 
of a (ervant — auociates witn, and makes th^ 
fervants his companions, to whom his lari-* 
guage was not. Come ferve me ; but, Comci 
ferve with me* Come into the jokit, Jtlloi^ 
Jervants^ with me — Come ye ele^ of God^ 
take upon you with me, in my engagement to 
my God and to your God, the willing ftiare 
ot friends! Fellow-foldiers, conieon — it isa 
common caufef I will make it with you a 
common caufe! 

But this establifhment of an ihtefmediatd 
world, upon an eleft foundation, is plainly 
the unfolding of the divine principle. It is 
the commencement of the work engaged by 
.the everlasting covenant. — — The doarine, 
tl^erefare, ofaneleftion of angels and mcn,t 
from the foundation of the world, even from 
the eternal in^litution of Chrill:, is no mw^ 
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^ b^ denied than b the being of the living 
iaftd true God. The deniil of eleftion can« 
tiot be feparated from the denial of that di- 
vine covenant- ground, which we have feea 
to be the principle of knowledge, the dilco- 
Verable Divine Being and true Godheads 
' Moreover, as this eleft eftabliQimcnt, even 
<6i tht aiigels of God, was made lipon the 
ground of the eVerlafting engagement of 
Ghrffti which, a* has been (hewn, was to 
l*y down his life that he might take it again j 
Wl the virtue and ftrength of the eftabliQi- 
hient muft refult from his obedience, or co* 
Vcnant righteousnefs. The Ahgels could not 
have refitted one moment, but by gofpel 
arms. Hence it is faid, that ^Michael and 
his ahgels overcame the dragon by the blood 
t>fthe Lamb. 

This eftablifliment was, ih the exhibitioni 
brie aft of Ghtift's laying down his life, i. e. 
it compbrted with, and, in fome degree^ 
brought into tKe view of the aiigels, his free 
tOAfeht t(i the divine parental will, requirinj; 
him t6 lay down his life; and therefore it 
was, that this a6i afforded them a ftanding^ 
It is true; it afforded them a (landing onlj^ 
4is of men on the field of battle; for the vic^ 
tory CQuld not be obtained, and the field 
^ifron, until the whole work, aft by aft, was 
firtifhed. And fo it appears from the fcrip- 
tUres, that the ferpent was not caft out of 
heaven, until aftfer the desith of Jefus. 

As Chrift went forward, ftep by ftep^ iit 
his covenant work, the eleft gained, to their 
t>wn view at leasts niore and more strength \ 

K k 
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but it is plain from the divine theory,. ths^ 
the bringing forward of a new establifiimenti 
could not vanquifti the enemy ;-— this could 
only be done by the difiblution of the old. 

So long, therefore, as the elcfl; faints are 
Dot entirety changed, and taken off from the 
natural ground, which cannot be the cafe 
whilst they are refident in their tarthly hmfi 
cf this tabernacle, the watchings and Strugs- 
gles of warfare are inevitable ; whilst thus 
they remain in the natural body, the power 
of the ferpent will be felt; in tne nature of 
things, Jo long that cfeeping thing will reach 
and bruife their heel. 



Se6lion 4. A View of the mediate State and 
Covenant WorL 

In entering upon this part of the argument, 
it will be neceifary to lake a more particular 
view of the nature of the great fubjeS to be 
illustrated, which is that part of the divine 
^ill which is unfolded in Chris's mediate 
state and redemption-work^ 

The objeft of the requirement of the di- 
vine will, or commandment of God, 'was his 
glory; which finifhed, is the manifestation 
of God, evert the Father ; and for God to be 
manifested, Christ must be declared, even the 
&on of God; for it has been (hewn, that the 
charafler of the Father is effentiaJly involv-i 
f d in that of the iion ; and^ iheicfore, thai 
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#0rk only^ which would declare the Son, 
would manifest the Father. 
> But, according to the divine theory, for 
Chrift to be declared the Son of God, he 
mud lay down his life ; for to manifeft, in 
duty, the glory of fuch infinite authority, 
the floop of obedience mufl: extend to the 
lowell point of hmniliaiion, and embrace 
ev^ry poffible circumftance of trial. 

And this is the record of God in the holy 
fcriptures, concerning his Son Jefus Chritt, 
that he was declared to be tJie Son of God with 
power ^ accordmg to the Jpirit />/ holinefs^ by 
the refurreUion from tne dead.. Rom. i. 4- 
By his laying down his life, his being the Son 
of God was fully fhewn, in refpe£l of duty; 
and by his r^furre6lion frbm the dead, his 
foaOiip was fully declared in refpeft o^pow^ 
^r*. We are afl'ured, that the full manitefta- 
tion of the fonfhip of Chrift, is in bis being 
the firjl begotten of the dead. Rev. i. ^. Or 
the fir ji bornjrom the dead. Col. i. 18. For * 
in the view given of the full proof of his be- 
ing the S<Mi of God, in thefe words, this faO: 
of his being the firtt begotten, or firtt born 
from the dead, is introduced. And there are 
three thoJt bear -mitnefs in earthy the Spirit, and 
the Water^ and the Blood; and tkefe three 
Agree in one. This is fpoken of the mani- 
feitation of the divme principle, or record in 
heaven ; ilie meaning of which is, that thro* 
*he eternal Spirit, or according to the will 
or commandment of God, called in the pas- 
Cage juft quoted from Romans, the [pint of 
ho^inefs^ the Lord Jefus Chrift laid down his 
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life that he might take it again, Afid tht« 
record, borne by. three witncfles, is a fuli 
teftimony. 

The everlafting and infinitely free divin^i 
confent, to the everlafting and itifiniteiy ble$«^ 
fed divine will, conflituted the eternal fon* 
ftiip and paternity both ; and in this jun^ioit 
of paternal and filial love, exifts the eternal 
Spirit of Truth' The manifeftation, there** 
fore, of this everlafting love, is the manifes- 
tation of God, even the Father, theSon,an4 
the Holy Ghoft: and, confequently, mullbe; 
the objeft of the covenant work of Chrift; 
and the giory which he fought in coming 
into the world. But we are afluredj i John 
iii. i6. that his laying down his life for uSy 
is the a6lion whereby we perceive the kve ef 
Qod. 

Jefus faid, John x. 1 7. Therefore doth my. 
Father love me, becaufe I lay down my life, 
that I might take % a gain. But the Father 
l^oved Chrift as his* Son and only begotten* 
It is evident, therefore, that in the everlafting 
and infinitely fr?e confent ^f the divine co- 
venant fubjefi, to lay down his life, that he 
might take it again, is found the eternal and 
infinitely dear charafter which was the de- 
light of the Father, and was embraced in his 
bofom before the world began; and which 
isfon-glorijied, and made mojt blejfedfor ever. 

Our Lord added in the fallowing verfe, 
No ma^i taketh it from me, but I lay it down 
ofmyfeif: I have power to lay it down, and I 
have power to take it again. This command- 
ment have I received of my Father^ — This is^ 
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tlie moft exprefs declaration, that th6 copi- 
matidment of the Father, and, therefore, 
Chrift's covenant work, was to lay down his 
life, tbat he might take it again; and that,, 
herein, the Son is declared, the Father is ma-^ 
fiifcfted, and God is glorified in the world* 
So evidently did this work tinanifefl: the fon- 
fhip of Jefus Chrift, that the centurion which 
flood oVer againft him, watching his cxecu* 
tion upon the crofs, a Roman ftranger, a mere 
man of nature, when ht/ara that he Jo cried 
put, and gave up the ghaft^faid. Truly this 
man Was the Son of God, 

Again, For this purpofe was the Son of God 
manifefied, that he might dejlrqy the works of 
the deviL — The deep laid plan of the ferpent" 
was, to become an antichrift, and to make art 
antichrift of the whole creation. Theaccurf* 
^ defign of the devil was nothing lefs than, 
by introducing himfelf into a world which 
vifibly bare the form of the Creator, and was 
f onftruQcd upon the plan of his dominion, 
to affume the form and glory of Chrift, and 
fo to reign upon his throne, — This, by his 
fubtilty, he aftually effefted;— he feduced 
man, and with man, being the head, he fub* 
verted the whole creation, and therein aflum- 
ed to himfelf the glory of Chrift as the Be- 
ginning. 

In order,. therefore, to deftroy him that had 
the power of death, it was neceffary that Chrift; 
£hould change his form, lay down his life, 
and take it again; and thus, by means of 
death, deftroy the devil, who had poffcfTed 
himfelf of the world; which, after being fer 



Digitized by 



Google 



0S2 Divine Theory. 

iJuced from it^ foundation, and living Head;' 
was but a vile carcafe, or an immenle fabric 
pofFeffed by a fell conqueror. 

Had man, and the creatures, continued to 
exift upon the natural principle, and in their 
primitive form, fat an muft have reigned in 
Chrift's eftate, by the power of all the ele- 
ments, for ever: the mighty powers of the 
creation had then been in his hands, an en- 
gine of eternal difhonor to God, and tyran-* 
ny over his creatures. Othe wifdomof God! 
O the riches of the divine purpofe! Othe 
love of Chrift ! In f ne defign, effeSed in one 
work, the death of Chrift; behold, in one 
view, the glory of God, the overthrow of fa*- 
tan, and the falvation of the world! Hence, 
fometimes; this is the ftyle of the teftimony 
of Chrilt Jefus, / have glorified thee on the. 
earthy I have finijbed the work which thou gav- 
€jt me to do. Sometimes, thaty^r this purpofe 
the Son of God was mantfejled, that he mighJt 
defiroy the works of the devil. And very fre^ 
quently this, that he came into the world 
and died, that the world through himrrdghl be 
faved. — And we have f ecu, and do tejlify^ thd 
the FathorfenL the Son to be^ the Saviour of the 
World. 

For to this end Chrijf. both died, and rofe^ 
and revived^ that he might be Lord both oj the 
dead and Irving. Rom. xiv. g. The meaning 
of wh^ch words feems plainly to be this, that 
the end of t.h rifles death and refurre61ion was, 
that he might be Lord of a new, redeemed, 
refarredion world, — Thu^ it is written, arid 
thus it Ulioved Qh'^'ifi to faff er^ and to rife, atd 
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S^ enter into his glory. It appears, therefore^ 
both from the theory and the fcriptures,that 
the goodwill of God, fo cheerfully engaged 
in by Chrift, was, that he (hould take on hini 
the feed 0/ Abraham, the heir of the world; 
and, in the body prepared for him, he Ihoulcf 
lay down his life, diflblve all the ties of na- 
ture, and lay in afhes all his glory as the Be^ 
ginning^ and Head of the firft creation, or na- 
tural world; that he might lake his life a;- 
gain, as the Son of God, the fir ft begotten of 
the dead, and Head of a new creation, or a 
redeemed, reftored, rcfurre^lion world. 

And thus, in the death and refurreflionoF 
Chrift, we may contemplate not only thede- 
ftroying and rebuilding of thtf temple of his 
particular body, but alfo that of the whole 
creation; for by this work of the diffolutioa 
of the head, is commenced, and infured, that 
of the diflblution of the whole body; as alfo, 
by his refurredion, is opened to view, and is 
already begun in difpenfation, the radiant 
aod immortal fcene of the world of glory. 
\ Wherefore, we look to fee the v\ronderfuI 
exhibition of Chrift's changing his form, or 
rather of his uniting his divine with the an- 
gelic form, and appearing in the world as the 
archangel; and then, for the fuffering of death, 
taking a body ; and, finally, ex piring by the in- 
ffrument prepared in the wifdom of God. — • 
TJ'his will not all be exhibited at once, but by 
fcveral lieps and ftages, as the cloud of glory 
removed from the faa6luary and city, Jtzek, 
3f, &c. which is a pattern of thrfe things. 
It appears, therefore, that the elect vv^ jrld^ 
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is establiOied upon the foundation of the iivd?* 
lasting truth and rightcoufnefs, which falf^ 
fists in the divine, eternal and unchangeable 
expreflion of paternal and filial love, and is 
the fubstance of things hoped for; whicH 
fighUoufnefs of God without the law is manu 
fehed^ being witnejffd by the law and thepro^ 
phets; even the righteoufnefs of God, terAtc^ 
is by faith of Jefus Christ unto all^ and upoU 
all them that believe* 



C H A P T E R IL 
or FAITH AND JUSTIFICATldNi 



Seftion !• Faith the Subjlance o/Thingi 

hoped for . 
T^HE word faith is ufed in the fcriptures tot 

•^ exprefs the truth of God, Concerning tht 
kingdom and glory of Christy in three fcve- 
ral views, viz^ 'Ihtjubjlance of things hopM 
for, the evidence of things tiot fcen, and the 
anticipation of future things ; which distitift 
views of the glorious fubjetl we (hall confid- 
tx feparately. 

The Apostle to the Hebrews, chap.;ci. U 
gives a plain definition of faith ; and though 
It differs greatly from the definitions com- 
monly given, yet, with foraejtbis will notbrf 
regarded as light authority. Now faith is thi 
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Jnbfiance of things hoped for^ the evidence of 
things ndtfeen. 

In the truth of the divine principle, we have 
trontemplated an eternal expreffion of the di- 
vine will; which expreffion conftitutes ane- 
ternal heaven, and is the glory which Chrift 
had with the Father before the world was: 
this is fubjla7ic€, and the fubftance of all di- 
vine things; y^r the things which arefeen arc 
temporal; but the things -which are notfcen 
ure eternAL-^kW within fight is fhadow, alt 
beyond isfubjiance. And for this glory, which 
comprifes all the riches of the kingdom ojf 
God, believers in Chrift are allowed to hope. 

If it be enquired^ why the fubftance of 
things which the believer has in profpeft, is 
called Faith? the anfwer is, becaufe it exifts 
in covenant truths and has fo exifted from 
eternity ; and covenant truth, with the great- 
feft propriety, is called faith. When one co- 
venants with another, and keeps his engage- 
mentj we fay^ he has faith> and that he keeps 
his faith; but if he fails to fulfil his folcmn 
contraQ, it is faid, he is faithlefs, or that he 
has no faith. The word is ufed properly, and 
in the ftrifteft fenfe in relation to covenant 
truth, as in the cafe of nations or ftates, fti- 
pulating with each other in treaties or con- 
ventions, their refpeftive negociators and re- 
prefentatives will fay^ In faith of which wc 
have hereunto fet our names, &c. and if this 
faith be not kept, and the stipulations be not 
fulfilled, the compaft is made void, and the 
p<irty which has broken it, is called a faith- 
lefs nation/ or a fiiithlefs state^ 

L 1 
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From the views already exhibited, it may 
be feen, that the whole gofpel fystem is a fyf- 
tern of faith ; and, whether we look back to 
the'glorv which Christ had with the Father 
before tne world was, or confider the prefent 
^Jifpenfations of the divine will, or look for^ 
ward to the glory which believers will enjoy 
with Christ in his heavenly kingdom, we fee 
the whole comprifed in faith, or the un- 
changeable truth of the eternal convention be- 
tween the Father and Son, 

Tht/ubfiance of things, which is the ulti- 
mate objeti of the believer's hope, is exprcfs- 
ed in the fcriptures by a great variety of 
names, all which are wifely chofen and best 
calculated to reprefent its divine nature and 
adorable properties. Becaufe it is ^/rame of 
things, and a work most fkilfully devifed 
and wrought, it is c^W^A a building. — We have 
a building of God^ an houje not made with 
hands^ eternal in the heavens. Becaufe of its 
fullnefs, authority and ministrations, it is 
called a kingdom. — Come ye blejjed of my Fa* 
ther, inherit the kingdojn prepared/or you from 
the foundation of the world. Becaufe of its fe- 
curity, focial order and its being founded in 
a compaft, it is called a city. — For he looked 
for a city which hath foundations, whofe build* 
er and maker is God. Becaufe of its holinefs, 
and being the habitation of God, and the 
home and dwelling place of the faints, it is 
called the fan^ua^y, and true tabernacle which 
the Lord pitched. Becaufe it adorns, covers, 
and gives a charafcler to its proprietor, it is 
called a garment and robe^ — What are theft 
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xohich are arrayed in white robes? Becaufeof 
Its felicities, fpiritual power, and incorrupt- 
able nature, it is called life and immortality. 
— Who hath abolijhed death, and hath brought 
life and immortality to light through the gof 
pel. Becaufe the whole work is perfeft, ac* 
cording to the rule of the perfeft will of God, 
and gtulty finners find a perfeft {landing with 
God, in believing the report of it in thegof- 
pel, it is called rigkteoufnefs.-^^Henceforth 
there is laid up for me a crown ofrighteouf 
nefs. And becaufe it exifts in covenant 
truth and righteoufnefs, and is evidenced in 
the word of God and teftimony ofjefus 
Chrift, and thereby is anticipated in the 
minds of believers, and rcfted upon as their 
hope and portion, it is cdMtd faith. All this 
is the fubftance of things hoped for. 

This fubftance, infinitely rich! beftowed 
upon believers of free grace, is the reafon 
and ground of their juftification ; hence it is 
faid, that God is not afhamed to be called their 
God; for he hath prepared for them a city. — 
To be juftificd by the faith of Chrift, and, to 
b^ juftified by the righteoufnefs of Chrift, 
mean the fame thing, — ^^ Faith is taken for 
** Chrift and his righteoufnefs, in all thofe 
*^ paflages where we are faid to be juftified 
^' by faith." {Cruden.)—'' Accordingly," fays 
Dr. Guyfe," *^ to be juftified by the faith of 
*' Chrift, and to be juftified by Chrift, are 
*^ ufed as terms of the fame import." And as 
friith is the fubftance of things hoped for; or, 
as all thofe things^ exiftmg m tli^ covenant 
Ifuih of Chrift, are fummed up and exprefs* 
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cd by the word faith ; fo, alfo, they are fam-t 
med up and expreffed by the word righte-. 
oufnefs. Thus it is faid of the city, the holy 
Jcrufalem, which believers look for, and on 
account of which, it being prepared for them, 
God is not afliamed to be callejl their God^ 
Jer. xxxiii. 16, And this is the name where- 
TjdthJheJhalL be called^ Th^ Lord our Righte-- 
qufnefs. 

In this view, we contemplate the merit of 
faith; it is a princely eftatef — Confideredas 
the fubftance of things, it appears fufficient 
to give its poflTeflbrs, whoever they may be^ 
the highest and most honorable standing;; 
and to the account of m hich alone, all the 
distinguifhing honors and glories of the faints, 
through time and eteruity, is to be placed. — 
Should we fee a man refpeflfully noticed by 
the prefident, governor, or prince of a great 
people, we might enquire for the reafon of 
fuch honor ; and {houl4 it be anfwered, that 
he is a man of fcience, or oqc in high office, 
or that he is rich, and has at command great 
funds, the anfwer would fatisfy us. We per- 
ceive that thefe things have weight ana in- 
fluence among men, — Abraham was called 
die friend of God, and the reafon is clearly 
affi^ned, he had faith. And this is a property 
fo fubstantial, the evidence* of it is a fcience 
fo divine, and to teach it to the world is an, 
office fo dignified, that we perceive it is a 
matter, altogether, to have weight with the 
eternal God. 

The unbelieving world have often been 
ofifendcd at the distinguifhing names giveft 



Digitized by 



Google 



Faith the Substance, &c, 26g 

to beKevcrs, as Saints, Friends, and Children 
of God; but when thofe things which God^ 
has prepared and laid up for them thaf love 
him are fully difclofed, now foon to take 
place, it will appear to all, that their honors 
are meetly bestowed, even the unknown ho- 
nors of that day. It will then be fecn, that 
the faith of God, as being the fubstance of 
things, has in^tfelf an excellence and merit 
to raife the believer above the heavens, to 
justify him standing at God's right hand, and 
to glorify him upon the throne of the eter-^ 
nal Son. 

From the views we have taken of the na-^ 
ture of the divine will, it appears that there 
is a heaven, a kingdom, &c. which belongs 
to the effential glory of God ; and is infepa- 
rable from his eternal power and Godhead.. 
Thefe things,, therefore, which believers hope 
for, and on account of which they are julli^ 
fied, are wrought in God, and compofe his 
divinity; fo that, being juftified by faith, the 
ground of their jullification is none other 
'than God himfelf The hope of believers is 
raifed by nothing lefs than thepromifes which 
God made unto their Father Abraham, which 
are all comprifed in this, I will be a God un-^ 
to thee, and to thy feed after thee. All the 
exceeding great and precious promifes, are 
fummed up in this promife o^ himfelf. This 
is the fubftance of things hoped for — our life 
is hid with Chrifi in God. 

In the new heaven and new earth, which 
believers, according to the promife, look for, 
?^Bid where all their hopes will be fatisfied^ 
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this promife will be perfe6lly fulfilled, mi 
God himfslfjhall be with them^ and be theii!^ 
God. Who Jhall lay any thing to the charge 
of God's tiea.? It isGodthatjupfieth! And 
not only are dieyjuftified by him, as being 
himfelE their judge ; but alfo. It is God that 
jtifit^eth,M being himfelf their righteoufnefe; 



Se£lion 2. Faith, the Evidence 0/ Thingi 
not feen. 

The evidence of things not feen, which 
is the word of promife and gofpel of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift, together with the fub- 
ftance of things hoped for, is taken into the 
definition of faith ; for the fubftance of things, 
all the treafures of the kingdom of heaven, 
even God himfelf, are inveued in the gofpel 
promife ; which, therefore, reprefents truly 
the fubftance of things hoped fon 

The promife of God in Chrift Jefas, is of 
the nature of a bond ; and it is given, in good 
faith, to the full amount of this infinite fub- 
ftance ; and the whole inheritance of the 
Father is infallibly hoi den by it. For men 
verily /wear by the greater : and an oath jot 
confirmation is to them an end of all ftrife, ' 
wherein God, willing more abundantly toJhttJi 
unto the heirs of promife the immutability of 
his counfel, confirmed it by an oath : That by 
two immutable things, in which it was impvjji^ 
tie for God to lie, we might have flrong conph 
lotion^ who have fed far refuge to lay hold up- 



Digitized by 



Google 



Faitm the Evidence, ^c, tjt 

9n the hapefet before us : Which hopt we have 
as an anchor oftkejoul^ both fun andficdfajl^ 
and which enterem into that within the vaiL 
Heb. vi. Wherefore the evidence of things 
not feen, which we have in the confirmed! 

Sromife of God in Chrift Jefus, may be e- 
eemed as the fubftancc itlclf, and may be 
fefely accounted to the full valueof the inte^ 
reJlAccurcd in the eternal fellowlbip of the 
Father and the Son; and thus to be the heirs 
^promife, is nothing lefs than to be heirs of 
God, and joint-heirs with Chrijl. 

The propriety of confidering the evidence 
of things riot feen, as belonging to the defi- 
nition of faith, and the neceflity of connect- 
ing it with the fubftance itfelf, may be illus- 
trated by the nature of bank eflablilhments^ 
the operations of which have now become 
very familiar. A fund being eftablilhed and 
fecured in bank, promiffory bills are iffaed 
upon the faith of the bank. Thefe bills, from 
a bank of good credit, will pafs currently for 
ca(h, becaufe cafh will be given for them at 
the bank. They reprefent the property in 
the fund; and to fo great an amount as the 
bills fpecify, it is in veiled in theta, and they 
are evidence of that right ; therefore tbey go 
under the fame denomination as the fpecies 
they reprefent, and are reckoned as fo much 
calh. The promife of God, and the gofpel 
of Jefus Chrift, is heaven^ s bank bill; and as 
the fubftance of things hoped for is faith, the 
evidence of things not feen bears the fame 
denomination, and with the greateft propri- 
eiyis reckoned as faith. 
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Thefe treafiires of the unfeen World, tJi* 
precious things of faith, were all comprised 
in the reward promifed to Chrift in the co- 
venant of redemption, whereby he was ap^ 
pointed heir of all things. By his Father ^J 
will, and his own covenant righteoufnefs, thtf 
whole inheritance belongs to him ; where- 
fore the promifes are all made out in his 
name, and the intereft fecurcd to him fof 
his ufe and advantage for ever. Hence the 
nameof Chrift is ufed toexprefs the urlfearch- 
able riches of the promifes ; it ftands for the 
whole gofpel, and to preach Chrift is to 
preach the whole counfeL of God: For thi 
Son of God Jefus Chrift, who was preached by 
us, even by me, and Sylvanus, and Tymotheusi 
was not yea and nay, but in him was yea,--' 
For all the promifs of God in him are yea^ 
and in him amen, unto the glory of God by us: 
2 Cor. i. 19, 20. As the glory of God is the 
glory of benevolence, the things put into the 
hands of Chrift, both in their nature and in 
their deftination, were liberal things ; they 
all were the things of God's free fpirit, and 
bare the diftinguiining infcription of the glo- 
rv of heaven, to be given away ; and this, to 
tne blefTed Saviour, gave them their higheft 
value, and made them moft perfeSly his 
own, that they bore thus the impreffions of 
his own heart, and as the gifts of the God of 
love, of ineftimable price, were deftined to 
the glory of his grace. His glory, therefore, 
as h^mg JuU of grace and truth,, appears in 
his abihty and freenefs to enrich others with 
ail riches in himfef lliis, indeed, is the 



Digitized by 



Google 



^AITK THE EviliENCi,^ &C; 2^3 

^ry^ as of the Mly b^gottitt of tke Father ; 
and this h6 manifefted towardis Qs, by his 
giving hinir<jlf for us* 

The death of Chrift operated upon the 
proimfes like an indorfement, or the fuper^ 
Icription of the name of th* owrtcf, upon 
irbond'; by which it has A public credit^ and 
the right of property in that name is trans- 
ferred to the bearer or holder^ whoever h6 
be; or if the matter be confidered in the view 
ol being a will or teftament, it becomes of 
force, and the intereft bequeathed pafles to 
the heirs; by the death of the teftaton The 
promifes being thus the property of Chrift 
oy his deathj were figned over as a charity to 
the world, with a free invitation to all men 
to come and receive the bounty, with no 
other qualification than that of their being 
needy finners ; and with a promife that they 
Ihall enjoy it as their own ibr ever, upon th6- 
fitilple evidence of their holding faith, or their 
keefnng the word <)f God and the tejlimony of 
Jjefas Chxifl<. This evidence is equally fre6 
for ail; — it is as free for one man as another; 
-*-it is iri its nature as free and unconfined 
af5 the air which we breathe; The evidence 
<£ things^ not feen, in the gofpel of Jefns 
Chrift, can no more be bound than the beams 
of the fun ; and is as much a common boun* 
ty^ as is the light of day. 

Sing, ye heavens-^His deep arid high ! 

More than the waters of the flood ! 
Shout, all the earth-^-behold^ 'tis nigh ! 

It comes unsought, the gift of God I 
M ni 
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It is plain, however, that they only v^htf 
receive the evidence of things not feen^ and ' 
hep the faith, can thereby be benefitted. — » 
Were a poor man to have prefented him from 
a wealthy neighbour, his endorfed fccurity 
for a great fum on demand ;— but (hould he 
refule the favour, or taking it, (hould he de- 
ftroy the evidence of the intereft, by tramp- 
ling the bond, with his benefactors name up- 
on it, as a worthlefs thing, tinder his fcct^ 
what would it profit him ? — ^If men hate the 
light, and will not come to it; if they (but 
their ey,es,and love darinefs rather than light; 
what will it ^vail them^ that light is come in- 
to the world? In the nature ©f the cafe, to 
be benefited by the infinite mercy, we muft 
receive that evidence of things not feen, which 
gives a title to the kingdom of heaven, and 
hold it faft, and let no man take our crown. 
By this is meant, that we "prize the intereft, 
that we take a hearty fide in the caufe, and 
that by word and by deed, we make the con- 
fefiion of Jefu^ Chrift our oxoiu Nothing 
«)ore is neceflary for the poffeflion and enjoy- 
ment of this, than of anv other gift ; it muft 
he received and kept in hand. And certain- 
ly it is as much within the reach of one man 
to avail himfelf of this advantage, as for ano- 
/ tber ; — one man has as good a warrant to 
/ take up the caufe of Chrift, to intereft him- 
felf in it, and fo to make it his own, as ano- 
ther: and we may be aflured, that none who 
hear the gofpel, will fail of inheriting the 
blelTing, but thofe ftupid, blind, and profane 
perfons who, for the trifles of time and fenf^v 
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Vrill barter a kingdom of rightcoufnefs, and 
a crown of life, 

Jefus Chrift came into the world to bear 
witnefs unto the truth, and to confirm the pro-^ 
mifes made unto the Father s\ which promifes 
to Abraham, &c. may be fummed up in a. 
country and a feed ; a country for a poflefTi- 
oa, and a feed to inherit it; particularly, the 
anointed one, who fhould redeem the pos- 
feffion, drive out the enemy, and bring in his 
brethren to inherit it for ever. The truth, 
therefore, contained in the promifes, is the 
truth of the kingdom of God ; and hence, 
in confirming the promifes, Chrift declared 
and teftified the truth of the kingdom of 
heaven, as in his confeflTion before Pontius' 
Pilate; and fo gave to the world his evi- 
dence for the truth of God, by the feal of his 
own blood. Whoever,therefore, receives and 
holds this good confcffion and teftimony of 
Jcfus Chrift, refpefting the promifed re-^ 
deemed world, and his and his peoples' 
kingdom, is an heir of promife ; for he re-^ 
ceives and holds the word of promife, even 
thie truth or faith which was once delivered 
unto the faints; and which is the fealed evi- 
dence, and uncontroverted fccurity of things 
t}Ot feen. 

How different is this rigbteoufnefs from 
that of the law! and this way of falvation 
from that of works ! By grace are ye faved ! 
Mofes defcnbeth the righteoufnefs which is of 
the law. That the man which doth thofe things 
Jhdl live by them. But the righteoufnefs which 
M of fait fi, fpeaketh on this wife, Say not in 
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thy hearty tohoJhaU afcend into heaven ? that 
is, to bring Chrijt down from above. Or, txko. 
Jhall dcfccnd into the deep? tfiat is, to bring up 
Chrijl again from the dead. But what faith 
it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, 
and in thy heart : that is, the word oj faith 
"which we preach, that ij thoufhalt ccnfefs wiih 
thy mouth the Lord Jefus,^ and fhalt believe 
in thine heart, that God hath raifed him from 
the dead, thou fJialt befaved. for wi{h thi 
heart man believeth unto righteoyfnefs,and 
with the mouth confeffion is made unto fdU 
yation. 

This fdving confefTion, embracing the up- 
feen glory or Chrift, and the power of the 
refurreflion world, is precifely the fame that 
was witnelTed by the Lord himfclf. It jsthc 
gofpel which was preached by Paul,— At 
Kome, when they had appointed him a day^ 
there came many to him ; to whom he expound" 
ed and tcjlified the kingdom of God,perfuadivg 
the a concerning JefVfS^ A6l§ xxvni, 23. — 
And F^ul dwelt tv^o whole ytars in his owrit 
hired houfe, and,receiyed all that came in un^ • 
to him, preaching the kingdom of God,^ and 
teaching tkofe things which concern the Lord 
Jefus Chrijl, Verks ^o, 31. 'JThi^ is rpani- 
feftly the grand theme of the ancient fcrip- 
tures. Paul could boldly appeal to king 
Agrippa, who was well acquainted with the 
et^hics and expeciations entertained among 
the Jews, that preaching ^nd teftifying in 
this manner, was faying none other things 
than thoje which the prophets and Mojes did 
fay Jhould come: That Chrijl fhould fuffer^ . 
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^md thai hejhould be thejirfi thai Jhould rife 
Jrom the dead, and Jhould Jhew light to the 
ptqple axid to the GerktiUs. And this wc fee 
^Ifo was the hope of Abraham, Ifaac, and 
Ifrael; as when, for preachiiig and tcftify- 
jng concerning Jefus and the refurreftion, 
Paul was bound and carried to Rome, he 
called the chief of the Jews together, and 
faid unto them. For this caufe have I called 
f Of you, to fee you, and to f peak with you : be* 
€a,7Afe that for the hope of Ifrael I am bound 
with this chain. 

In the doftrine of riie kingdom, therefore, 
the whole divine fydem is comprifed ; and 
by means of this gofpel of Chrift, we are able 
to acquire the moil extenfivc knowledge of 
the only true God : Hence, fays ChniXf^He 
that hath feen mc, hathfeen the Father. And, 
fays the apoftle. It pleafed the Father ^that in 
himfliQuldallfulnefs dwell. CoK i. 19, And 
again, For in him dwelleth all the Julnejs of 
the Godhead bodily. Chap. ii. 9* Dilplaying 
the truth of Chrill is, hence, difplaying the 
Qodhead; and the preaching among the 
Gentiles, the unfearchable riches oj Chrifi, is 
to make all men fee what is thefellow/hip of 
th^ my fiery :whtch, from the beginning of the 
world, hath been hid in God, who created all 
things by Jefns Chrijl: To the intent that 
Tiftw unto the principalities and potoers in 
heavinly places, might be known by the church 
the manifold wifdom of God, According to the 
eternal purpop which he purpofed in Chrijl 
Jefus our Lord : In whom we have boldnefs 
and accefs with confidence by the faith of him ^ . 
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Eph. ill. And when wc are cAk to compnhmd 
with all faints, what is the breadth, and length, 
and depth, and height; And to knozv the /ove 
ofCbriJtj which pajjeth knowledge, wc fhall b^ 
JiUedwith all thefulnefs of God. 

God is light, and in him is no darknefs at aU\ 
and it is the nature of light to illuminate. — 
Wherefore, with all the fulfiefs of God dwells 
ing in him, ibe Lord is a Sun; and he arifeth 
upon the world with healing in his beams. As 
all the promifcs are in Christ, and he is fulJ 
of the truth of God, his appearing is the rif^ 
ing up of the faitbjul and true wftnefs^ and 
must of courfe. give the evidence of things 
not feen. And when this light, from the face 
of Jefus, (hineth in the hearts of men, they 
become light in the Lord, children of the light 
and of the day, zn&Jhine as lights in the 'world i 
receiving the evidence oilije and immortality^' 
as the truth is in Jefus, they are conftcaincd 
irrcfiftibly to confefs it, and by word anddeed 
to give evidence of the divine reality of the 
gofpel to others. True believers are man^efi^^ 
ly declared to be the epijile ofChriJi, known and' 
read of all men : Ye are my witneffes, faith tht 
Lord. 

The evidence of things not feen is ih^Jeei 
if God ^ brought into the world by the Sow€r; 
who thought it more klejfed to give than to re^' 
ceive; \.oht.difperfed.ab>'oad, and fown fofa 
haryeft of hfe and immortality. — In the Para* 
ble of the Sow€r, the feed is faid to be the 
word, Mark iv. 14. that is the word of God, 
Ltike viii. 1 1. which is the word of the king-' 
(fkm, Maith xiii. 19. And when thi* feed tsC 
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£bVrn in a good ground, it kearett rrutt^fcme 
thirty fold ^ fome Jixty , zxi^fome an hundred,-^ 
And as they who receive the light of the Lard, 
are called light in the Lord^ fo, they who re- 
ceive the feed of God, are themfelves the 
feed or children of God; as in Matth. xiii, 
g8. The good feed are the children of the king^ 
dom. ; for, in receiving this word of life, they 
are regenerated and bom of it, and fo become 
the children of Gad by faith. — Being born J- 
gain not of corruptible feed ^ but of incorruptible^ 
by the word of God, which livtth and abide tb 
for enjer. i Peter i. 23, 

As this evidence may be fummed up in the 
rcfurreftion of our Lord Jefus Chrift, this a- 
lone is fometimes confidered as the life-giv- 
ing power, and feed of immortal glory; as in 
1 Peter i. 3, 4. BleJTed be the God and Father 
$f our Lord Je/iisChri/l, which, according to 
his abundant mercy, hath begotten us again un-- 
to a lively hope, by .the refurreftion of Jefus 
ChritVfrom the dead, to an inheritance inccr^ 
ruptible, and undefiled, and thatjadeth not a^ 
"i^ayy referved in heaven for you* 

They, in whofe hearts the fpirit of error 
atid tranfgrelfion worketh, arfe properly ftyl- 
cd the feed of the ferpent, and children of the 
ni)icked one ; for. Who is a liar^ hut he that de • 
nieth that Jefus is the Chriji ? This is the feed 
from whence is the offspring of the devil, 
who abode not in the truth, becaufe there is n§ 
truth in him ; and when he fpeaketh a lie^ ^he 
Jheaketh of his own ; for he is a liar, and the 
father of it. So on the other band, they who 
IpBceive the feed or word of the kingdom, arc 
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tbejted of God; ' for they are of the truth, aii^ 
the truth is of the Father; therefore, Wh^fo^ 
ever believeth that Jejus is the Chrip is bcrn ^ 
God^ 1 John v. i. And, aa wiekedrnfr pr$^ 
ceedetbfrom the "wicked^ they who are of \ht 
devil will do his lufts, fow his errors^ and 
propagate his^ lies; and, in fonse way or o*" 
ther, will be engaged againft Chrift; fo like^ 
wife, they who are of God will do the trat}^ 
confefs and propagate it, and, <^ workers tr^ 
get her with Chrift, they will themfeWes be^ 
come fowers of the feed of the kingdom; and 
thus, in the vfcry deed, will fhare m thebtef-* 
fednefs of the liberal man, who hat^ ^fp^fr 
edy who hath given to the poor, wbofe r^ke-^ 
cujnefsendureth for ever. 

As the hufbandman by fowing his feed pre- 
ferves it, which otherwife would be conmta* 
ed and loft, whilft, at the fame^ime, the en- 
creafe of it affords him fuftenance; fo, the 
lrighteoufnefsofhirawhodifperfeth,.orfoweth 
the word, being the right eoujnefs of faith, coii- 
fitting in the feed itfelf, remainethfor ever,-^ 
For unto every one that hathjhall be given, tind 
he Jhall have abundance: but from bim that 
hath not Jhall be taken away, even that which* 
he hath. — / will hear, faith the Lord, I will 
hear the heavens ; and they jhall hear the earth t 
and the earth JJjall hear the corn icmd the nmnei 
dnd the oil; and they fnall hear jezreeL . 

This word of the kingdom, and evidence 
of things not feen, is x\it grain ofmujiardjeed^ 
which a man fowed in his field, and which^ 
in the ftatc of {^tA, is very frnaU, but^ in it^ 
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^owth, bccometb great; fo that the birds of 
the aii-.coine and lodge in the boughs there- 
bf. — It h the leaven, wJiich a woman took 
and hid in three mieafures of meal, until the 
whole was leavenfed.-r— It is a treafure hid in 
n field, the which When a man hath founds 
he hideth, and, for joy thereof^ goeth and 
felleth ill that he hath, and buyeth that field. 
^*— It is the pearl of great price, which the 
Wife merchant-man, when he had found it, 
feftceoiing it better than the merchandize of 
filver^ and the gain of it more to be defired 
than fine gold, went and fold all that he had, 
tind bought it. It is a net that was caft into 
the fca, and gathered of every kind ; which^ 
when it was full, they drew to fhore, and fat 
down, and gathered the good into veffels, but 
cafithe bad away, — It is the good vineyard, 
yielding a thoufand fold, which is let out to 
nulbandmen, who muft render to the owner 
the fruits thereof in their feafons, — Such are 
the goods of the great Houfeholder, commit- 
ted to the care and improvement of his flew- 
ards, who muft give to their Lord a ftri£k 
account of their itewardfliip, in which it is 
required fAat a man be found faithful. — And 
of this nature alfo are the talents which the 
hoblemad, travelling into a far country, gave 
to his own fervants to occupy in his abfence; 
and for the wife and faithful improvement of 
which they will be reckoned with, when, hav- 
ing received for himfelf a kingdom, he (hall 
tetiirn to deftroy his citizens that hated him, 
^nd faid, we will not have this man to reign 
iyerus; together with the wicked fcrvant, 

N n 
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who mifitnproves his money ; and to (kanr 
x>ut cities to them who love him, and have 
been faithful in a few things. 

This is the living bread which came down 
from heaven, of which if any man eat, he 
fhall live for ever. And becaufe it is brought 
forth and given to the world in the death 
and refurrection of the Lord Jefus Chrift,lw 
faid to the Jews, Whofo cateth myjlcjh, and drinks 
€th my blood; hath eternal life, and I vitll raife him 
up at the lafi day. Far myjlejh is fiunt indeed^ ani 
my blood is drink indeed. — He that eateth my Jlejk, 
and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me^ and I in 
him. — As the living Father hath fent me, and I 
live by the Father: fo he that eateth me^ even h 
fiall live by me. This is the bread which came down 
from heaven : not as your fathers did eat manna^ 
and are dead: he that eateth of this bread fhall hvt 
for ever. — It is the living water which Chrift 
giveth to them who afketh ofhim; of which 
whofoever drinketh fhall never thirft; but it 
fhall be in him a well of water fpringtng up in^ 
to ever Infling life. And this is that immortal 
principle in the children of God, which, in 
their darkeft and heaviefl hfturs, holds their 
hearts waking, and forbids them to fleep as 
do others, Un account of this never-failinj^ 
principle, they cannot fin as do others. Who- 
foever is born of God dot knot commit fn; fof 
h'ns feed refnaineth in kim: and he cannot fin 
becaufe he is born of God. John iii. q. that is, 
according to the view here taken of fin,' he 
that is born of God cannot ceafe to lovtf 
Chrift, neither can he hate his brother. — Pe- 
ter, though tolfed by the power of fatan a$^ 
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jh a ficve, and his own fighteoufnefs flew a* 
way like chaff, was yet faved as a grain of 
wheat; for his faith failed not; his watch- 
JuLnefs failed — ^his good conduft failed — his 
morality failed — his virtue failed ; but, under 
the gloom of fo heavy a night, and the panic 
of fuch $, furprifing temptation; his drowfi* 
aefs, his rafhnefs, and his timidity; his de- 
nying that he was with Jefusof Galilee, with 
his curfing and fwearing that he knew not 
the man; though they concealed, they did 
not extinj^uifti the yearning of his bowels for 
his fuffermg Lord,— rA fentiment that mo- 
ment exifted in his heart, which bound up his 
foul with the life of Chrift. Peter never ceaf- 
ed to love Jefus; yea, this feed of God in 
the heart of a believer, howfoever for a mo- 
ment it may be deprefled ; in the ftrength of 
its incorruptible nature, and in its certain ef* 
fefis, is infinitely an over-match for all the 
enticements of life, or the terrors of death, or 
any other poffible temptation of earth or hell. 
The fowls of the air may pluck away the 
feed that falleth, and lieth uncovered by the 
way-fide ; the fun, when it is high, will fcorch 
its tender blades, when it fpringeth up in fto- 
jay ground, and has no deepnels of earth for 
a ro^t ; and th^ thorns will choke and render 
unfruitful that which is fown among them in 
ground i^iot broken up; but, when it is re- 
ceived into an humble, a broken and contrite 
heart, it will not fail to ftrike a root too deep 
for fatan to find, and his cropping the blade, 
will only caufe it to grow with more ftrength. 
Jbe heat of tribulation or perfecution^ fo far 
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from deftroying, will improve its growth, and 
quicken and force forward its bleffed harvcft ; 
and the cares of this world, and the deceit- 
fulnefs of riches, and the lulls of other things, 
inftead of overgrowing, will themfelves be 
overgrown and ftifled by it. In an humble and 
regenerate heart, the word of the kingdom 
is ftroereign^ and will as certainly live and 
reign, a$ that the Lord Jefus will live and 
hold the empire of tht world to CQine. — ^Tbe 
regenerate heart is a part of that new world; 
Being born of the word of God implies; 
that the heart is changed and aflimilated to 
the divine nature ; and, therefore, he that be- 
lieveth on the Son of God, hath the witnefs^ 
or the evidence of things not feen in hivifelj; 
he has a knowledge ot the reality and glory 
of eternal things, not mei:ely from their ex- 
ternal evidences, but in tailing and experi- 
encing their divine nature. The truth, as it 
is Ihewn in the death and refurreftion o^ 
Chrift is in the fecret of his foul; for his dy- 
ing love is (bed abroad in his heart, and he is; 
alio quickened by the power that raifed him 
up from the dead. And, as in nature, things 
attraft tothemfelve«; and, in the moral World, 
we obferve, according to the proverb, that 
like loves like; fo the new-born foul will third 
for God, for the living God, and afpire tof 
rife to the full enjoyment of its better por* 
tion. 

" Rivers to the ocekn fun, ■- * 

" Nor stay in all their ciourse ; 
" Fires ascending seek the sun; ' 

' ".Both speed them to their sourct* • " ^* 
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I f ' Sfo a soul that's born of God, 

** Pants to view his lovely face ; 
f* Upward tends to his abode, 
*VTo rest in his embrace." 

This evijlence, irrcfiftible in the minds of 
all who are efFe6luaIly called, will necefTariljf 
feparate them fron^ this world ; for having 
j5ecn the promifes afar off, and being pcrfuad- 
^d of them, and embracing them, thev will 
confefs that they ar^ grangers and ^ugrims 
^n the earth. For they that fay fuch things 
declcLTe plainly that they feek a country. And 
truly, v/ith thefe things in view, this world 
muu appear an.objea undefirable and un- 
worthy of their puriuit. For the fame evi- 
dence that proves tp them, that the unfeen 
world is pure and immortal, proves that this 
is corruptible and perilhing — the fan[ie that 
proves that another world is approaching^ 
proves that this is pafhng away. And being 
thus kept, by the mighty power of GpcL 
through faith, they are effe6lually fecurca 
and faved from the lufts and pollutions oC 
this prefent evil world ; and are prepared 
for a free admiffion into that holy and be- 
loved city, where no unclean thing (hall en- 
ter. Thanks be unto God for hisunfpeakablc 



Se£lion 3. Faith the Anticipation of fidurt 
Things. 

« As the evidence of future and eternal 
thmgs is fauh, that aftion of the heart and 
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mind which is in agreement with it, is alfo 
called faitb; for there is nothing in the hu- 
man heart in agreement with the word of 
God, but' what is generated by it, and pro- 
ceeds from it ; and things of the fame fpecific 
nature, are always confidered under one 
common name. 

If the feed be wheat, the blade and ftock 
that fprings from it, is alfo wheat ; in the 
tree, as is the root, fo are the branches— 7/* 
the r0ot he holy, fo are the branches — and if 
the root of the tree be faith, fo will be the 
fruit of it — as Chrift called his word living 
-water^ the fpringing of it in the believer is 
alfo called water — Whofuever drinketh of the 
water that I Jh all give him^JhaU never ihtrjt: 
tut the water that IJhaUgive him, Jhallbe in 
kim a well of water fpringing up into everk^^ 
ing life. John iv. 14. As the fubftance of 
things, therefore, being the covenant righie- 
CKifnefii of God, is faith ; and the gofpel of 
Chrift, in which this righteoufnefs is reveaU 
rd, is confidered as being the fame thing— ^ 
the anticipation of it in the mind of the be-* 
Jiever, or that new bcrn affeftion, fpiritual 
tafte, or fingle eye, to which this righteous4 
nefs is revealed, is alfo properly confidered 
under the fame denomination. 

Hence, fays the apoftle, / am not afiameik 
of the gofpel of Chrifi ; for it is the power of 
God unto falvation, to every one that believ^ 
eth, to the J^wfrji, and alfo to the Grtek.-^ 
For therein is the righteousnefs of God re- 
vealed from imh to {^xth: ai it.is wriitm^ 
The jviflJhaU live by faith. Rpmaos i. i^ 
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^yi There can be no doubt that the gof- 
pel itfelf is often called faith, as in Galatiant 
1, 23. HepreacAeth the faith which ance he 
de/iroyed: And 1 Tim. i. 19. Holding faith 
und a good conjcience. In other places, faith 
is u fed for Jefus Chrift and his rightcoufnef^ 
as in Gal. ii, 20. I live by the faith of the Son 
0fGod ; but Jefus Ghrift is the bread of life : 
And Jude 20, Building up yourf elves onyowf . 
moll holy faith \ but Jefus Chrift is the only 
foundation to build upon. And fometime« 
faith is put for the exercife of the heart in 
obedience to the gofpel, as in Gal, v. 22. Bui 
the fruit of the Spirit is lo'Oe,joy^pe<sx:e^ iong^ 
fujfering^ gentlenefs^* goodnifs, faith: And 
jRev. ii. 19. / know thy works, and charity^ 
rnidfervice, and faith, and thy patience, and 
thy works; and the loft to be more than the 
jCr/f . And thefe feveral views of the myfiay 
of faith, are given us diftinftly in the palfagc 
juft quoted, Rom. i. 17* in which we may 
contemplate the whole glorious fubje6l, viz« 
Faith the fubftance of things hoped for, or 
the righteoufriefs of God in Chrift, which is 
tei/ealed in the gofpel ; faith the evidence of 
ihings not feen, or the gofpel itfelf, in which 
the covenant-righteoufnefs of God is reveal* 
cd; ^ndfaithiht anticipation of future things, 
or that approving tafte or open feeing eye, 
in the regenerate mind, t^ which the faith of 
God is revealed. O the ineftimable worth 
€^ the gdfpel ! Well might the apoftlc be 
confident, when therein the righieoufnefs of 
God IS revealed from faith to faiths and Chrilt 
i|^& thereby revealed w him: It is as high 
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as heaven, what can we not thereby dfff 
Deeper than hell, what can we not thereb^r 
know ? He that believdh fliall not be a/hamed;, 
A view of the glorious truth, very fimilaf td 
this, is given in 2 Cof. iii. 18. where the 
gofpel, as the miniftration of the fpirit and 
righteoufwefsj is confidered as a glafs or 
mirror, in which, beholding with open face 
the glory of the Lord, we are changed into 
the lame image, from glory to glory. 

* In the gofpel, the jujiijying ri^htetmfneft 

* of God our Saviour^ it is conceived, is re- 

* vealed from the faith of'Chrift to thefaitH 

* of the righteous ; who, as hd contemplate* 

* ih^ faith, or faithfulnef^ of Chrift^ in hisf 

* fulfilling the covenant of redemption, gains, 

* thereby, a fair view of the juftifyin:g fightc- 

* oufnefs, which is Revealed in the gofpel.— 

* This faith, or faithfulnefs, of Chrift 1^ reveat 

* ed in the gofpel, as the foundation of tbc 

* juft man's life, and is that by which he if 

* fuftained, the juft, or juftiftcd, man livesr 

* by faith as one lives by food. The beKev- 

* cr's faith is fpiritual life, fupported, not 

* by itfelf, but by the doSrine of Chrift't 
^ faith, which is the rock and the maitna that 

* I'uftained the church in the wildernefs.— ^; 

* ChrWs faithfully accompli/king the xeorkof 

* redemption, called his faith, is anobjeftof 

* our faith, and the meritorious ground, oir 

* the procuring caufe of our life. Ilivejayi 

* the righteous ; yet not I, but Chriji livetkin 

* me : and the life,^ which I now live in fhs 
^ fi^pi^ I live by thf faith of the Son of God,* 

* who loved me, and gave hirnfelffor mi^ Gafc 
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^41. 20. Tbc Son's loving us, and giving him- 
*./felf for us, afofcrificejor /n, according to 
*; his engagement in the covenant of rcderap- 

* tion, or the keeping and performing of his 
*. word, with his Father, is his faiths Thia 
•' is the hope-giving confideration, that fends 

* oa life; ana that for the fake of which, 

* God gives fupplics of the fpirit of lift in 

* Chriji jfe/us. Our faith cannot feed upon 

* itfelf; it. cannot live by itfelf; its life muft 

* be fii Rained by a divine fource.: To 

* fuppofe that the juft lives by his own faith> 
•' i» as prepoftcrous as to fuppofe that he 

* lives by his own life; for his own faith 
vis his own fpiritual life. The text in Habak- 

* ii. 4w Tkejuji IhalUivebyhisfai^, is, in the 

* Grt^kBihle^ThejuJi /hall live by my faith* 

* In the New Teftament writings^ which look 

* to this text, there is made no mention of the 
•j relative terms. Aw or my; but it is menti- 

* oned that the juft (hall live by faith, by the 
^ faith xfftke Son ^fGoi. This language givct 

* us the true fenfe of Habakkuk, and fettle* 

* the ddSrine of life upon a furc foundation^ 

* In this view, we can lee ample provifion fof 

* our faith, and the means bv whith our faith 

* drkws down the fupply or the fpirit to fup* 

* port our hope. Faith appears, hence, to 

* be of great ufefulnefs in the hope of the 

* righteous, and effentiar to his joys and 
tf comforts/ f/iwrvO 

The natural man receiveth not the things of 
the fpirit of God : for they are foolifhnefs icnto 
him: neither can he know them, becaufe they 
mejpiritually dfcerned. But he that isfpi- 

Co 
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Titudljndgetk all things, i Got. li. 14, 15.-^ 
Believers kqow the things of the fpirit ex-* 
perimeiitally, as we know honey, milk, wine^ 
or any food^r by the tafte ; or by a6luaiiy 
Bart&kin^of them with appetite and rclifli--* 
m this way they percnve and difcern them— 
other knowledge is hearfay, but thi^ is cer* 
tainty. And, in order to this enjoyment,, 
our minds muft, need^, be formed with love' 
to the good in view— there fiauft be in us a 
tafte to receive it with relifh, as the palate 
taftes his meat, or as the philofophcr taftes 
the beauties of the rainbow, or the muficiafn^ 
the harmony of founds. But the natural 
man is deftitutc of this ; therefore^ to our 
difcertiing and knowing the things of the 
^irit, it i» effentially neceflary that we b^ 
horn of the fpirit and be taught ly him^ as the 
truth is in Jefus. By an impartation of the 
fpirit^ we are made fpiritual; and having ift 
«is an aptitude for thefe things, and a fpiri- 
tual hunger,; we fliall tafte and fee their 
wortk 

In the work of regeneration^ by the power 
of God, through the knowledge of Chrift, 
we are made partakers of the divine nature, 
and h«ve an amicfpation of the fobftance of 
things, xvhefibyy {^.y% Peter, are given nnto 
us exceeding gi'eat ^nd precious piyymif^s} 
ihat^ by^ {fieje ye Twgktie^ partakers of the 
divine nature.^ 2 Pfetef i. 4. And Jfeys John,. 
ye have an unBionfrom the fhly One, and ye 
know all things. 1 John ii. 20. In this way,, 
by an impartation of the Holy Spirit of pro- 
mife, or by an unison from the Holy Onif * 
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tefle is fonned for fpiritoal good, and thtf 
trtje knowledge of it is given, which affords 
a iliviii^ entertainment, and an unfpeakable 
afmicipation of eternal enjoyment. .J^A be- 
lievers, poflfeffing this talie for the objeft* of 
faitb, God, the UvingGod, as he is haamfeft- 
jed in the word, or in Chrift; and this, divine 
|>r?nciple remaining in them, and increafing 
wkh incr^fiiig views of the glory of Goo, 
4bey have a witnefs in themfelvcs, not only 
of the reality and glory of the objeft, but 
alfo of their own intcreft in it^— Chrift is in 
them the hope of glory-^the peculiar ope* 
Nations of the eternal truth in them, witneft 
xi^t they are in the a^ual poffefljon of it-— 
tbe promifes; known and experienced in their 
fife giving, life fttppor ting, and foul fan^i* 
•fying nature, authorize their anticipation of 
eternal bleffednefs ; and thus, thefpirititfclf 
^artth witnefs with our fpirits, that we are 
the children-df God. The whole myftery of 
faith is^ therefore, of one nature — faith the 
fubftance of things hoped for, is as the body 
• of the fun — ^faith the evidence of things not 
feen is as its beams^ or (hining light — and 
faith the anticipation of future things, or the 
grace of faith, is as the light received in the 
open eye, and enlightei^ing the Whole body, 
to the praife of the beneficent fource. 

' A tafte being formed, by the divine unc- 
^ tion, to relilh this good, it enlivens the pas- 
^ fions,and creates the moll vehement deures. 

* The mind, controuled now by the tafte, as 

* directed by truth, turns away from every 
*^ other objetl, as undelirable, and reaches af- 
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* tcr Gdd, as the only iatisfying portion; The 
•paffion of the mind^ in this cafe, is fitly caU* 
'td longing. Behold, fays the Pfelmift, / 

* Jbax)e^ikmg€d after thy precepts: quicken me 

* in tkyrightevufTiefs. Pfal. cxix, 40. The 

* ftrongeft exprcflicns are employed t© de- 

* (ignate the religious feelings of the righte# 

* ous ; and wheii God is the fpecial obje£l, 

* the whole foul goes out after him. This is 

* the language of the longing foul : God^ 

* thou art my God; early will Ifet^k iJheez my 
^ foul thirjlethfor thee, my fitfli loffgethjor 

* thee, in a dry and thirfiy land, whene %$ v^ 

* ter is: To fee thy power andihyglmyifo 04 
^ Ihavefeen thee m the fatiBuary. PfaJ, ixiii, 

* 1,2, The paifion of longing fbr water, wheifi 

* parching with thirft, in a dry land, where 
' ho water is, is not mcwre ftrong and vehe- 

* ment, than is a holy longing after God, la 

* the eyes of the righteous, no objeft is 1q 

* beautiful, fo engaging, as Goas power 

* and glory, as he hath feen him in Chrift, 

* the true fanftuary; who forages, was the 

* illuftrious antitype, or original, of the 

* worldly fanftuary, in the tabernacle and 
^ temple. This fight is raviftiing ; it gives 
*joy unfpeakable and full of glory; and it 

* is fuited to keep up, and to encreafe, in the 

* foul, everlafting longing after greater m^- 
' hifeftations of God in Chrift/ 

This is a purifying faith, — It is feid, A8s 

XV. 9. that G od put no difference between the 

J^ws and Gentiles, purifying their hearts by 

ftdth, Cod is the Hand^rd of purity, to which 

we are to eopfprm, H( is the Rocky his wori: 
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ispirfeB: for (ill hi? wof^s cure judgment: ,« 
Godoftriuh,.and without iniquity^^ juji and 
right is he. Deut, xxxiu 4.T-Thercfore, ia 
po^fped: of. enjoying the obje£l, of faith, God 
ia<2hrifti the believer will purify himfelf.— 
Mvery man that hath this hope in him pwify^ 
eth himfdf^ evtn as he is pure. 1 John iii. 3. 
And when the bdiever purifies hinafelf, cve^b 
as God is pure; i. e. by keeping the eternal 
ftjftndard of purity in view ; fenfible of remain- 
ing, indwelling corruption, the plague of the 
heart, he mortifies his lufts, ana labors to be 
pcrfe^ in every good word and work ; to be 
pcrfeS, even as his father which is in heaven 
is perfeQ:; that there be in his heart, his af- 
fections, his religion, nothing but pure love; 
and that be be perfetlly coqlecrated to God 
in fpirit, foul and boi^y- — He, hence, liv^s 
and grows up in the wifdom that is from ^ 
^ve^ which isfirjtpure^ then peaceabie, gentle, 
emd enfy to beentreatedJuUofmercyandgocd 
fruits, without partiality, a;nd without hypocri- 
Jy, James iii- 17, Seeing, fays Peter, jy^ A^t^^ 
purified your fouls in obeying the truth through 
the Spirit, unto unfeigned love of the brethren; 
fee that ye love one another wilh a pure heart 
jervently: Being born again, not of corruptib- 
le feed, but of incorruptible, by the word of 
Gad, which liveth and abideihjor eroer. \ Pel. 
L 22, 23. — Fare religion, and undejiled, be- 
fore God and the Father, is this, to vijit the fa^ 
therlefs and widows in th^ir offliElion, and to 
keep nimfelf unf potted from the world. James 
i- 27. — ^In the pra£lice of this faiih it is, that 
the believer ckanfeth bimfelf/ro?7i allfdlhi^ 
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nefs qffiefh and fpirit, perfSmg halinefs tft 
the j tax of God. 2 Cor. vii. 1. — for the gram 
of God, that bringeth/alvationj hath appeared 
to a J men; Teaching us, that denying ungod^ 
Unefs, and worldly lufts, wejhould livefoberly^ 
■righttonjly, and godly in this prefent zjoorid; 
Looking for the blejffed hope, and glorious ap^ 
pearing of the great God, and our Saviour Jfd* 
fus Chrtft, Who gave himfelffor us, thai hs 
might redeem us from ull iniquity, and purify 
"unto himfclf a peculiar people, zealous of good 
zoorks. Tit. ii. 11 — 14. 

To atiaiQ unto this purity^ believers mW 
labor and ftrive, as men who run a race, or 
foldiers, who fight for a kingdom. — /, thert- 
fore,fo run. fays the ApolUe, notns unctr-^ 
ttdnly: fofght I, not as one that heateth the 
mr: But I keep under my body, and bring it 
intofubjcBion: left that by any means, when I 
hdve preached to others, I myfelfjhould be m 
caft away. 1 (or. ix. 26, 27.— This being the 
way to bleffednefs, purity is made the high* 
eft ohjeft.— Believers, therefore, will deny 
themlelves, and take tip their crofs, and ex- 
crcife the greateft mortification. The infinite 
holinefs, and everlafting importance of the 
objeft in view, will fill them with the moft 
facred concern^ and their fpirits will labor 
vitlwn them, to be ho J v as God is holy, and 
pure as Chrifl is pure. Forgttting thofe things 
which are behind, and reaching forth unto theft 
which are before, they prefs toward the mark, 
for the prize oftlie high culling of God in Chrijt 
Jefus. 
; And, thus,ih^y do not labor in vain, for 
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^dir faith; their evicfence in thcmfelves will 
fee brightened^ their anticip^ion of eternal 
lideiFeanefs will bt ftrengthencd. Their jfraiA, 
is M tkejhining lights that Jkinetk more and 
mare unto the per fed day; and enduring their 
labors aiKl trials^ »ntil patience has had her 
perfefting work, they find themfelves draw-^ 
ing on to their journey 'is end, to God the c- 
ternal rell and portion of their fools ; and 
that they have come already^ as it were, tot 
the fuburbs of Glory. 

This is an overcomiiifg faith.—* So great 
^^and fo defirable is the good in view, and fa 

• fure is the believer's hold of it, that he is 

• armed to encounter every difficulty, and to 

• break through every obftruftion in his way* 

• Hope animates and fires him to the war. 

• Opposition does but increafe hia zeal. For 

• zoe arefaved by hope. Rom. viii. 24, Whcnr 
^ nothing lefs than eternal glory is the objeft 

• to be obtained; the infurreftion of enemies j 
^ like the kings of Canaan againft Jo(hua, 
^ combined to fruftrate his enjoyment of the 

• promifed inheritance*,^ far from difcouragr 
*ang, befpcaks the importance of the good iq 

• purfuit, and ftimulates to perfeverence. — ' 

• Though our conflift befliarp, long and try» 

• ing^ yet v^^JkdlL endure to the end, that we 

• may be favedf rejoicing in hope of the glory cf 
f God.— And not only Jo, but we glory intribu-, 
^ lations alfo, knowing that tribulation worketh 
^patience; and patience experience ; andexpe^ 
! riencehape. Rom. v,3. — This conftraining, 

• hope, though it have everjr thing to try it^ 

• iaa long Ztad dangerous march, through a 
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' land of foes; every where infefted with fie« 
' ry ferpents, and braved with hunger and 
' ibiril, and with the fcoming of many ; this 
^ hope prompts now, as it did Calc^ and 
• JoUiua, to 'follow the Lord wholly.* 

This is very different from the hope of oat, 
who, having put his hand to the plough, look- 
ethback; or, the anticipation of the Ifrael« 
ite$, who, upon the fhore of the Red Sea, ^- 
ideved God's words, and fang hispraift; but 
foohforgai his works, apd waited not for his 
counfeL; or as, at Sinai, they faid. All that 
. tbf Lord hath faid will, we do and be obedient f 
but looked back into Egypt, and fell in the 
wildernefs. One, whofe hope is ill-founded^ 
when he comes to the up-hill labor, and the 

I)atient fuftaining of the trial of £eiiih» is iike^ 
y to feel little zeal for enduring hardlhip, 
and will Ihun the crofs* — He may, for a fea-r 
fon, rejoice in the light of truth ; neverthe* 
lefs, when tribulation or perfecution arifetb^ be-^ 
caufe of the word, by and by, he is ojf^nded, — ^ 
This man, whofe heart departetb from the 
Lord^ jhall be liiie the bcatb in the defer t, and 
Jhall not fe 'when good comet h, but /hall inhabit 
the parched places in the wildernefs, ima fait 
land and not inhabited. Jer. xvii. 5, 6. — But, 
Blejfed is the man that trufieth in the Lord, 
and whofe hope the Lord is. For he Jhall be at 
a tree planted by the waters, and that fpread^ 
eth out her roots by the river, and fmll not fee 
when heat cometh, but her leaf jhall be green, 
and Jhall not be. carejul in the year of draught^ 
neither Jhall ceafi from yieldihg fruit. Jer. xvii. 

7,8. 
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The truth of the kingdom of Jefus Chrift 
and his faints, is the good man's hope fet be* 
fore us in the gofpel ; Which hope we have as 
4m anchor of the foul ^ bothfurt andjiedfafi^ and 
which enter eih into that within the vaii. Whi^ 
tber the forerunner is for us entered, even Je^ 
fus, made an high^prieji for ever after the or-^ 
deroj Melchifedec. Heb. vi» 19, 20. — * Jefus, 

* the forerunner, within the vail, in the hea- 

* vens, does, in his prieftly office^ take hold of 

* God's covenant, and intercedes, that on the 
/ account of his doing the work of redemp- 

* tion, his people may be with him where he 

* is, that they may behold his glory. His in- 

* lerceflion, founded upon this work, takes 

* hold of the prbmife of a feed made to the 

* Son, as the anchor takes hold of the ooze, 

* at the bottom of the fea, and fecures the (hip 

* from the power of theftorm/ — And the be- 
liever, anticipating this ftrength of Chrift, 
holds faji the confidence, and the rejoicing of^ 

. the hopefrm unto the end. Heb. iii. 6. — Flow 
the juji jhalUive by faith : but if any man draw 
^k,jny foul Jhall have no fleafure in him.— 
Tl'he juft fhall live by faith; and by perfe- 
vering in grace, he is diftinguiChed from the 
hypocrite, and is proved to be, not of them 
who draw back unto perdition ; but of them that 
believe/ to the faving of the foul. Heb. x. 39* 
And, rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, 
continuing injiant in prayer^ he has comfort asan 
heir of promife. The righteous, alfo,jhalihdd 
on his way, and he thai hath clean hands Jl^allbt 
Wronger andjlronger. Job xvii. 9* 

...pp 
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Seftion 4. Jujlijkation by Faith. 

The view of the fubjeft of juftificationv 
which is prefented in thii conncxitfri, is very 
cotnprehenfive, and embraces the ground,. 
generally, of our pardon and acceptance with 
God, together with our adoption and fanSi- 
lication, or, our being fet apart for kimfelf; 
and, finally, of our glorification.-*— Thk 
ground, according to Paul's doftrihe, is fittL 
— Where is hoafting then ? It is excluded, fy 
•what law? Of ivorks? J^ayr but By the hi» 
hfjaith. — Therefore^ nve conclude, that a man 
/>juftified by faith ^without the deeds of the 

Jaw. Romans iii. 27, 28. Seeing it is one 

God, which ^tf// juftify the circumcifion by 
iaith,. and the uncirGuracffion through faith, 
verfe 30,^ — Therefore, being ju{iifitd by feith, 
ki;e have peace with God, through our Lord Je^ 
jus Chrijt^ Rom^ v. 1. — Thijcripturcyforejee* 
ing that Gad would ]MW.\iy the heathen througlr 
faith, preached the go/pel unto Abraharh^ Jay^ 
ingy In thee Jhall ad7iationsbebleJped.(^^A\\m 
8. — Wherejore the law was our fchooUmdfteV, 
to bring us toCbriji^ thdt we might be jujiifiti 
by faith ^ verfe 24- 

It has always been found that men &re 
prone to felf-righteoufnefs ; they make their 
own righteoufnefs the ground of their de- 
pendence, as naturally as water runs down 
hill ; hence, ihey havie unceafingly attempted 
to pervert the gofpel^^by fubftituting iA^ Za2>^ 
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^ works for the law of faith; and the rightc^ 
^mfnefs of the law for the righteoufnefs of God. 
'— In orcler to diftinguilh the gofpel juftifica- 
tion from that of the law/and to fliew that 
it was founded in a righteoufnefs of a differ- 
iCnt^nature, the ancient helievers ufed to call 
j^his which is by faith, the jujiification of life; 
and this well agrees with the word of our 
4^ord, Becaufi Ilive^ye fliall live aljo. In the 
^iew ef whicfi cighteoulhefs, the pureft deeds 
*of the law may well be called dead works. 

But no invention offelf-righteoufnefs has 
i)eea more fucceAful, and has more fatally 
^corrupted the gofpel, than the modern, pre- 
valent and fpeciousfcheme of admitting that 
wc are juftified by faith, whiKt^ ai the fame 
tcime, the faith ^f the creature.is laid hold of 
.and fubftkuted for the faith of Chrift. This 
fentiment of oiir being juftified by our^own 
.feith ia Chrift, inftead en the foith of Chrift, 
rcrept forward, in a great meafure, through 
tl^ careleffnefs of preachers and writers, m 
•ufing the term generally, and not diflinguifli- 
ingiaith, ih^Jkb/lance 2ind evidence^ as it is 
in Chrift, from the anticipation^ or., the exer- 
cife lof the believer towards him^ bat having 
fecretly gotten ground, it has of late been 
toldly aavocaied i)y fome who llood high, 
and have had great influence in .thc'church. 
, The infpired writers, however, and parti- 
cularly our apoftle, very carefully diilia- 
guifh the faith by which a man is juftified, 
Irom every thing which might be confidered as 
righteoufnefs in the creature, l-heir language 
i^ .this, Even ilie rigiitcoufnefs oj God which is 
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by faith of Jefus Chrijl^ Rom. iii. 22.-^1 Jive 
by the faith of the Son of God. Gal. ii. 20,— 
Ye are all the children of God by faith inCkrijt 
JtfuSy chap, iii. 26. — In whom xjce have holi- 
Ttefs and accefs, zvith corifdence by the faith of 
, htm. Eph* iiu 12.^- And be found in him^not 
having mine own ri^hteoufnefs^ which is of the 
law, but that which is through the faith of 
Chri/f, the rigbteoufnefs xjdhich is of God oy 
faith. Philip, iii. 9, — Thou kaldeft fajt my 
name^ and haft not denied my Jaitb. R'l^v. ii. 
13. — Here are they that keep the command- 
ments of Gody and the faith oj Jefus^ .Rev.xiv. 
12. — ^The reafon why Paul fb particularly 
diflinguiflicd the ground of juftification, and 
his laying fuch flrefs upon this view of itsbe- 
ing the Jaith of Chrijl^ may be traced to his 
great commiffion to preach the go^o^X among 
the Gentiles, in which this diftintlion is ex- 
prefsly given, and with which it clofcs, in a 
manner that could not fail to make the mott 
lolemn impreffion upon his mind, as though 
the whole weight of his embaflV refted upon 
his maintaining this truth. This may befeeiir 
Aflsxxvi. 18. Delivering theefrom the people, 
andfrom the Gentiles^ unto whom now IJcfii 
thee^ To open their eyes, and to turn them from 
.darknefs to light, andfrom the power oj fdt^ 
unto God, that they may receive forgivenefs 9f 
fins, and inheritance among tnem which dri 
fandifed, by faith that is in me. 

Some have infifted, that this manner of 
expreffion may * naturally be underfloodto 
V mean faith in Chrill, or the faith by which 
' men believe in him, and of which he is ^^ 
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^:objeft.' [Dr.- Hopkins.'] But, when we 

mean faith in Chriji^ is it natural to {dij, faith 
that is in Chriji? If this had been the mean- 
ing, it doubtlefs would have been exprefTed 
in the aftive, and not in this paflive manner. 
Certainly no words could be ufed to eftablifti 
the fenfe to be the faith of Chrift, more in- 
difputably, than thofe frequently ufed by 
Paul. 

This argument has been ufed in favor of 
the believer's feith, that ' fmce the apoftle 

* always means the faith of the believer, when 
^ he fays men are juflified by faith, except in 

* thefe few places, it feems to be doing 

* violence to thofe, to underftand them in 

* quite a different fenfe.' — But, it is taken 
wholly upon fuppofition, that the apoftle 
means the faith of the believer in thofe other 
places; the ftrength of this argument lies, in 
forcing a fenfe upon fome paflages which are 
lefs exprefs, and, from them, concluding a- 
gainft others, which are as exprefs as words* 
can malce them ; this is reverling the efta- 
bliftied rule of finding how an author ufes a 
word ; Which is, to take the paflages in which 
the word is ufed moft definitely, and from 
them determine its fenfe where it is ufed mere* 
freely. 

Again, it is faid, that to fay the faith of 
Chrijt, the faith of the Son of God, or faith 
ihfit is in Chrijl^ &c. * is a very obfcure and 

* unufual way to exprefs the obedience and 

* righteoufncis df Chrift/ — But to fome peo* 
pie, faith does not feem an obfcure and un- 
ufualj or an improper word whereby to ex* 
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profs xh^comnani rigbUotifnefs ofGhrift. It 
«s faid, moreover, that * this phrafe muft be 
^. underftood to mean the faith of the believ* 

* er, i« a number of orther places ; the follow- 
^ in^ ar^ialiances ofk, Atls iii, 16. Through 

* faith in his niine. — rln the original it is^ 

* Through the faith efhis name. Rom, iii, 26L 

* The jvylijier of him that beUtveth in Jefus^ 

* In the original it is. Him who is xf the faith 
^ ^f 3^1^^^ — ^^^ what evidence is there, that 
Peter and John TOcant^beix own faith, whca 
I hey fay, i4?iii his name, through the J^aitk^ 
4)/ his name^ hath made this manjirongf^ Whf 
may they not be underftood to mean as thef 
laid, that the lame man was healed by tlv^ 
name, or through thejaith of the name i^ Je^ 

fus Chr'i^; whichis faith ihe^videnae of things, 
ootfoen? Aad the other paflage, Himw/^, 
4S of the faiihif J^us^ is a phrafe fimilar to, 
that of Rev* xtv. 12, and evidently intends, 
as there, him who Jceeps the v)ord (^ G^d,aidi 
4he tefiitnony of Jefus Chri/t^ 

In the epidle to the Galatians, Chrift's 
faith and the believer's faith are both mentis 
oned in one text^ and they are fd clearly. 
<iiUinguifhed, the ooe as being the ground o£ 
our juftification, and the mher as merely the. 
circumftance; that, were it not for the flrOng* 
i>ent of the h«inan mind to leJfrighteoulncfH, 
it would feem impoffible tliat, in this man^ 
ner, by fubdituting thcone forthe other, il>e. 
dodrine of the apoUle could be fottrangely* 
fniWakenana perverted. See chap. iL iS»* 
Knowing that a man is not jujltjied by the 
zjuorh oj ihe law, but bji the Jaith of jefusi 
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Wirijif even we haUe bstieved in Jffus Chnrijt ; 
that we might hejvfiijitd by iht faith ofChti^^ 
-Wfid not ^ the works of the law ; for by the 
works of ike Idwjhallnofiejk bejufiijied.^^Thii 
is a clear siatement of the glorious doftrine. 
We have believed m Jefus Chrtfi, that we 
might bejtcfiijied ly the faith of Chrijl. Thi* 
Was the prdfi^on of evangelical Paul. How^ 
different from the rtrodern profeffion J Some 
people who would be thought evangelical^ 
are careful to vary from thr» profeffion only 
as it [refpeSfi the faith of Chrifl ; and cam 
find it agreeaWe to their own views of the 
way of juftification*^ by a fmall amendment 
Hke this r We have beiievtd in Jefus Chrijl^ 
that we migh bejiiJHfied by bekeving in Chrifl^ 
Believing in Chritt is necdfery, doebtlefs^ 
to our being juftified by Ch'rift ; but to fiib* 
flitute our own faith for'tbe fakh of Chrift^ 
and in this way fceking to be juftified, is not 
bcflifcving in Chrift ; it is metely believiugim 
enr own faith. This way htm% fo right to 
a man, that he can eafily pafs over the grof^ 
abfiirdity. We eat bread, and are fupported;" 
nbt by tfie ad of eating, but by the bread m^ 
^t— ^e run to a houfe, ana are proteQed 
fipoth the ftoi^m ; not by our running, bur 
by ^he houfe in to which we enter — the orood 
gather themfelves under the* hen, and are 
warmed; nurtured, and fecured farom^ the bird 
of prey; riot by their coming thither, but 
by the parent wings of the fowK Thus the 
weak end defencelefs flock, hovering to Shi- 
h>h, before the ftorm and tempeft, are faved* 
by ihe LordXSbd of Ifrael, und^r vihofemngs 



Digitized by 



Gpogk 



J04 DiviNB Theory^ 

they art cometatrufi. Chriftian profeflbw' 
were not, formerly, fo reluflant in admktiag 
Paul's conlUuftion of this do£lrine* . Cafta- 
lio, in gtving the fenfeof A6b xxvi* i8: writes. 
Qui, qjda mfidem meamvcncrunt^ fanQ.i facr 
Ufunt. Becmfis tkey fuwe came into my/aiti, 
Sec. * * 

Though a variety of terms are ufed in the 
fcriptures, to exprefs the ground of the fpc- 
cial divine favour towards (infers, it is un- 
derftood, that one and the fame thing is ever 
intended* Ifaial> fays^ By his knowl^gejhdl 
my righUomftrv0,ntjuJiifymany. Ifei, ly^. i u 

* As the Father, on the one hand had, from 
^ the beginning, ordained l\i$ Son to the work 

* of reckraption — ^as he had cntrullcd hiav 

* with this work — as he always upheld him. in 
'the execution of this work— as he had de- 

* cUred him, from the excellent glory, to be 

* his beloved Son, ip. whom he was \vell pleas-^ 

* cd— and as he comrpanded the world toi 

* hear him — rthe Father^ in a law fenfe, kntoi'^, 

* or acknowledged, publicly, the Son, as. a 

* righteous and faithful party in the cove-, 

* aant* So, on the other hand, as the. Son,/ 
' early, accepted theFather*s propofal of tba 

* work of redemption — as he received int* 

* his heart, his Father's law, the law of re^ 

* dempCicm— as he. came into the world, ia 

* a body ^prepared for him, at the time a^ 

* pointed, by the Father^ — as he always did 

* thofe things that pleafed the Father — and. 

* as he was always obedient as a Son, and 
' was always faithful as a fervant, inhis fuU 
^ filling all righteoufncfs, or all the dut^ief 
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^:i((^)iicih he bad covenanted to do^-4ie did, 
'^ |iroperiy, in a law ftyle, know the Father^ 

* «s his father andliis Ood^as a faithful par* 

* ty 4fi thecovenafnt; in ^i^hom hfc traded^ and 

* on whofe oath he r^ied, for the promifed 
' reward, fits ckath wa« the moft iiluflrious 
^ inQance of his knowUiige or experience of 

* fidelity in the covenant work of redemp^ 

* eion/ \j^wry.\ 

The ^knowledge which the J'ather hado£* 
the SoHj and the knowledge which the Son 
had of the Father, is die evcrlafting rightc* 
oufnefs ; which, by the death and refurrec-* 
^ion of Chnft^is brought in, andJaid as the 
foundation in Zioii. As the Father knowetb 
me, fays the Son, even fo know I ike Father; 
imd I Im d&mn my kfefor myjheep. There^ 
fore A4UI wty Father twe me, biCAufe Hay doom 
my life, that I migfU take it agam^ No man 
takethitfrom me^ but I Lay it down tf'myfdf: 
i have po-wet to lay it down^ and JF have power 
to take it again. This comnandment have I 
feoeioed of my Father,. John x. 15 — iS.-^- 
His laying down his life, in obedience to the 
commandment which he had received, proves 
hu love to his Father — it is the highdl de- 
monftration of filial duty, for which he ia 
worthy of parental love ; and it is on thej 
account of this knowledge, that the Father 
loves him« 

It is plain, therefore, rfiat/tu knowledg^thy 

^ which ne fhall jujityy many, meahs the fame 

as his rigbteoufnefs, for the fake of which the 

Lord is well pleafed. And fince Chrift has 

goi^ through the work, and fince the Eathet 
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has accepted him in k, the foundation iJ 
fure and permanent; and it is fuited to be- 
get in them that build upon it, the moft un*x 
limited confidence of fuccefs. In the view 
of the ftability and glory of this ground of 
hope in Chrift, the believer can truft his eter-» 
nal all, and exultingly fay, / know whom I 
have belteveA. 

It is faid alfo, that we are jufiifitd by his 
llood. Rom, V. g. This intends, evident- 
ly, the fame ground of juUification with bii 
knowledge, or his faith, or covenant righie- 
oufnefs, which he held unto the death.— A- 
gain, it is faid, that God for Chrifi's fake hath 
forgiven you, Ephefians iv. 32. . And that, 
yourfns are forgiven you for his names fake. 
1 John ii. 12* Forgivenefs from God, fo< 
t'hrift's fake, and for his name's fake, is for* 
givenefs upon tht fame and only ground of 
torj^ivener??, the faith or cover^ant righteo6$* 
nefs of Chrilh Moreover, when it n faid 
that God is not afbamed to be calJed the 
God of believers, on the accotint ofhix hav* 
ing prepared Jar them a aly^ J here is offered 
the fame reaibn and ground 6f , the dix'inc 
favour; for the covenanted work oi- the Son, 
and covenanted reward of the Father, where- 
in the wretched and miferable build their 
hope of favour and life, {x^inc \\\et J (xundatt^ 
ons of the cily of /oundaiiom^ and ccmpofe 
the g:lory of the habitation of iriory. 

\ he righteoufnefs of Gcd in Chrift, it w 
believed, is the on'y ground of our hope.—* 
The covenant rij^h^eoufnefs, fiibfiliing nnhe 
knmutabk engagement of the bou 10 j*€iw 



Digitized by 



Google 



fcrm tic work pf Fcdemption, whicb the Fa- 
ther gave him to do,, together wi^h the fecu? 
x'ny of the promijeand oath, of the Father, 
(o reward him wjth a feed to ferve him, an4 
glory and a kingdom, upon the performancq 
of the work — this ^ighteoufnefs, which is of 
the Lord* Ifai. iiv. 17 — this righteoufnefii, 
which is in the Lord. If^i. xlv. 24 — ihi^ 
righieoufnefs, which is J'€koM^hwlk\L jer, 
xxiii. 6 — ^Is the only righieoufaefs that can 
nvaij to the juRification of -the ungodly.— 
Q^ilt this.righiexjufnefs^ which cnJuret|i for 
eypr, by xhcvdeath of Chrilt^ is brought in; 
apd, in the everiatting gotjpel, is exhibited as 
^ £rc^ gift unto aU^, and is upon alL tJiem that 
believe. And though the righieoufnefs of 
l\ie law, being of a moral nature, ^can never 
J>ip imputed or given to anpther; neither it^ 
i^9r, its be^iefits— and ike man, and he only^ 
};J[if tdoth the wprks of the law^ JJioLL live in 
f4^«; yetxhis.difdne righteoufjaelk may be 
Jaeftow^d upon, and made over t<^ another^ 
i^^^, God can 4lfpofe of himfelf, and givfe 
away himfelf ; and this righteQuf^eis^ ihrouglji 
^i^ce, becomes ours as {trifctiyi, land in th^ 
i^e fenfe, as Chrifl is ours^ amj God i|j^ 
jQhriit is our. inheritance and portion. ,^ 

y /I have made a covenanl with my, chofen, fa){f 
^he ¥^^\\i^x^I have/worn.v;¥\to JDa^id myjer^ 
q)a^t . . Th^feed^ ttuU / est^bHih^ for^ ever, arid 
, huild up tliy throne, ta all f^nerat^n§. To this 
ijayen^Bt .tl)e 3oii,.David^ppr -^jjjg^ave the 
ipftofl ready confent, whaait. wa,s^ piK^polt^ 
iS\M^ wii^.n-the^work. was^ j^^lineaiG^lr^JQ-tihat 
^^:.rwa« ciekirly beiare iimj an^^l^lit. ^^ ^^ 
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Mged, with the pwreft zc«l to pcrfdrm It— i* 

Wheref&rt^ when he cmieth into the wGrld, ^bf 

Jnthy Sacrifice and iffering then xveuld^ ndti 

but a body hafi tkou prepared me : in burtti 

offerings andfaerijUesJorJin thou haft had nA 

j^eafure : Then/am A Lo J come fin theTJohtm^ 

^^he book it is written ofvu) to do tky will; 

God. Above, when he /aid. Sacrifice, and 

offering, and bumt-q^erings, and offering 

JOT Jin ihou wouldejh not, neither hadfipieafnrt 

therein (which are offered by the law ;) Thert 

Jaid he, Lo, I come to do tky will, O God. 'JJe 

taketh away thefirjl^ that he might tfiablijk ihi 

Jecorid. By the tjmch will, we me JanSifiM 

through the (^ffjtring of the bwdy ojjejm Cnrijt 

once for aU. Heb. x. 5 — 10. 

When it is faid, therefore, that we are jtift^ 
ified by the faith of Chriji ; or that we arii 
juUified by hts knowkdge, or by his bhod; •or 
that we receive forgivenefs dt God, for his 
name fake ; or that wc arc made righteoot 
iy the obedience of one. Rom. v. 19. or that 
we are fanfiified by the divine will; or that 
God is not afhamed to be called olir Gcx);. 
on. account of a city 'which he has prepared 
for us ; or that grace reigneth througbright^ 
p>ufnefs unto eternal life ; we are not to tm-. 
demand, that there arc .different ways foe 
the exercife of the divine favour towards 
finners ; but that all thefe, and knany otfaet 
like terms, are ufcd in the-fcriptures, to ex- 
prefs the iame and on}y ground of our par« 
don and acceptance with God. 

In the numerous places, in which the rea-% 
fcft of the divine favour is a$5gned, the <ml^ 
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difi^retice obferved, is that i^hJc*? delates id 
^ dklinftion of the fub/tante and emdtnci 
of fiuth*— fometimes, the righteoufnefs <rf 
Chrift, as it exiftcd from eternfity, iA his cOii^ 
fcnt to the covenant, is direfily given ; an4 
fowctimes, that exhibition of His righteous-* 
nefs, which he has made ih the world, is more 
immediately in view; or, perhapt, it may bo 
6bferved, that fometimes the divine will is 
contemplated in all its part3 ; and fometimed 
more |)articularly, the part of duty. - 

^ The will tof the Father has always beefi a 
)aw to the Son. This law h&s always been in 
his heart; he has dlways delighted in it, and 
theFkthcr has always loved the Son ; he ha^ 
always delighted in him, as hii only begotten, 
ittd honored and glorified him with hiralelf. 
And this everlasting righieoufnefs is fully ex- 
hibited in the woric of redemption ; for, as 
^eSon, in "his fervice-work, has given pab* 
Jic ^denceof kis rightcoufnefs, and fully de* 
clttfed his regard to the divine will, a foon* 
dation is laid for the Father to give publie 
ei^dencc alfo cA his righteoufnels, and de* 
<dare his love to his Son, and his delight and 
pieafure in his work.— This is done by his 
pardoning and justifying finners for his Son's 
fiike, according to his promife to him in the 
covenant.— Jwi mw tad righttmfnefs of God 
mihmtt theltmis m»dtftjitd^ being witnejfed 
iy the Jaw and tfu prophets; Even the rigkte- 
oufwtfs of God which %s by faith ofjefus ihrift 
unto alt, and upon all them thM believe; f^r 
th$re is no difference : for allhave^ned and 
^olntjhort of the glory of God; B^ngjujiified 
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Jjtdyii^ hisgrac€j ikrmgh the mkmpti^thOk 
is in Jefus 'Cha:iji ; Wh^ God hath fet forth 
IkrovghfaMhin his blood, to declare his ^righ^ 
Uwfncffforthe remijffion of fins that are paji^ 
^Qugh the forbearance of God; To declare^ / 

Jay, at^ thisiivu his righteov/nefs: that ha 
mght be jiffi, and the juftifi^r of \him which 
believcth^jirt Jtfiis^ Romans iii. 21 — 2$ . - i » 
And ^n *l>c hooor which is conferred upo^i 
Cbffist)4eclarativelyj and all the favor whicU 
is conferred upon men, are to testify tlie di^ 
viiiet^fK^cepvablenefs of his fair^, or covenant 
right eoL^nefs; evidenced in his bloody orixi 
|iis making, htmfelf a (a<:rifiGe according to 
fhe divine will, — God, now, has a reafon tq 
\^ a<(Iigned, as the ground of his (howing ia* 
vofto finners; acting upon the ground pf 
ihc exh jbked righxeoufnefs of his iion, God 
makes it tobe feen, tliat he loves rightequlV 
«fcfs and hates inicjuiiy. God is,.i)Ow^jw/Z |q 
\iy& own engagement^ and jyfi SS^ bis righte^ 
ous fervant; when, according to his promifi; 
fn the covenant of redtm^ption^ he jutiiliei^ 
hitti who b^lieveth in Jefus. < 



; 5t5iqn,5. Grace Javer^ign thfo'f^gh faiths] 

Grace is ^thread ^^6>^4 appearing >cverf! 
Hcherc in the dotirine of th^/.uW and New 
Teilamentv tJife whote fyitem of redemption 
"difplays-il; and every pne truly enlightened 
lay tbe gofpeimuit fee aodei^dwte ii. Grace 
as ulbd in the fcripiuxets .in iTlatiop to ibf 
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Hrhok^^nd cvcfy partof the work ofxedemp* 
lion, from -the ibundation to the top-ftone; 
jhough, perhaps, the moft defimte uJc of the 
term expreflfes an a£lof govf^rnment^m which 
God thows favor to ite gtully,^ as it is dif- 
played in juilification. 
. Grace is ufcd, in relation to iaith, as the; 
Jub/tanu of thingvS hoped for, to exprefs th<j 
gift of righteoufaefs, as bcftowed upon us by 
the Father, and received by Chrift, as our 
truftee and furety, before the world began; 
and it is ufed, particularly, in relation to the 
gvidence, to exprefs the re<Jemptio.n-\yQrk of 
Chriftj together, with the aSl of govprnment^ 
proceeding upon this work, in which the 
righteoufnefs of God is fully difplayed, in 
our pardon and acceptance with him; .andil 
is alib ufed in relatipn to the anticipation^ to 
ex:?pref& the fruits, of righteoufnefs iu/the glor 
rious, mo/i glorious miniftrationof the ipirit. 
•r^In a word^ grace is. ufed, geqerally^ to»ex*^ 
prefs the work of the Father, and of rjlie Sop, 
l^ad of .the Holy Ghoft. — The work of re-^ 
demption is grace! grace I thtmanifoidgracti 
^f God! .... 

. The Father, of his mere good plcafure^ • 
gave to us his Son, and, with him, he ha» 
given us the kingdovi — he has freely gi yen U3^ 
all things. The Lord Jefus Cbri(l gave him- 
ielf freely ;. no man took Iris life from him, 
Wut he Imdit down of himfelf: ai?d the.Holy 
Ghoft is the fr€e fpirit, ihe fpir it oj' grace,; 
and, by hh free agency, we are effedually caK 
led. Our falvatignis wholly of free, rich, and 
Juvereign grace. The gofpel is given freely 
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to the world ; and, as the wind blowetli wkeflE 
it liftedi, fo is every man vifited that is born 
of the Spirit; for he is ^ G^d of all graces 
who hath calUd us unto his cttmal gU>ry b^ 
Jeftis ChrijK i Peter v. 16. — Faith the fub^ 
Jlanct of things, is the gift of God ; faith the 
tvidencCt is alfo the gift of God; and the an* 
ticipation is receivea, not by the works of the 
law, but by the hearing of faith. Gal. iii. 2. — •. 
So then, faith Cometh iy hearings and hearing 
by the ward of God. Rom. x. 17. — For by gr oca 
areyefaved, through faith; and that not of 
yourf elves; it is the gift of God: Not of works 
left any manfhould ooafi. Eph. ii. 8> 9. 

In the view of the kin^om of righteouf- 
ncfs, and the provifion which God has made 
for a perifhing world, there is certainly no 
room for boafting — no man has had a hand 
in this work — for this kingdom was prepar- 
ed, and the rich provifion was made and giv- 
en to us in Chrift before the world was— - 
hence it is called gvsicc— According to hii 
own purpofe and grsLCc which was given us in- 
Chrijt J^fu^s^ before the world began. 2 Tim4 
i. 9. And in the view of bringing forward^ 
and exhibiting of this eternal provifion to 
the world, all boafting of men is utterly ex- 
cluded— ^/b?- when we were yet xoiiboutjlrength 
— when we were enemies — in due time Chri/i 
died for the ungodly. Rom. v,6 — 10, And, 
with refpeft to the anticipation, in the nature 
of the thing, tio glory can be due to the fub- 
je£l; for whaifcover be the merit of making 
a feaft of fat things, of fpreading out the pro- 
vifion upon the table, and ^f iaviting and 
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fbhfiraiftihg iht ^opr and unworthy to come 
freefVj and partake of it ; no part thereof, 
fiirfely, can be afcribed to the indigent, felt* 
'd^ftroyed guefts, merely for coining, feed- 
ing and ffeafting upoti the rich bounty. -* 

Whatfo6ver might be the nierit of provid- 
ing a ranfoin fof laivFul captives and con- 
demned prifonefSj and of bringing to them 
the ^ood news of their free and full liberaV 
tion; certainly, there is none in their hear- 
ing add rejoicing in the ^lad tidings, and 
in their receiving and enjoying the liberty 
gfaCibufly beftovved upon them ; Or howfo- 
ever great, and infinitely meritorious, is the 
work which fbfmed the orb of day, atid which 
fends forth daily, his golden rays to enlight- 
en and animate the world, nothing of the 
virtue, nothing of the praife of the mighty 
deed belongs to us, who behold, and admire^ 
^nd fdicitate ourfelves in the glory that 
Beam^ around us and upon us. Where is 
boajiin^ then ? It is excluded. By what law ^ 
(ff works P Nay: but by the law of faith.' 
Grace fuppofes guilt and ill defert in the 

. objeft. The angels of light are not fubjefts 
of grlace, for they have not finned. The an-; 
gels which kept not their Jirjt ejlate, are not 
fubjefts of grace } for there is not laid a foun- 
dation, upon which it can be cxercifed to- 
wards them ; for Chrilt took not on him the 
nature of angels. AVere it not for Chrid's 
mediation, our cafe would have been as des- 

^perate as theirs — Chrift's righteoufnefs is the 
only ground upon which grace can be exer- 
cifed towards us. 

Rr 



Digitized by 



Google 



314 DiviMR Tntoar^ ^ 

This righteoafncfs gives rife to the eicerollr 
and reign of grace. * It is the leading feae^ 

* timent of the kingdom, on thishead^thM 
^ grace reiffnet/i through righte&ufnefs utUf 
« eternal It/e, by Jefus Cinri/t our Lord. Ron*. 

* V. 21. In this way^ lalvation is wholty tsi 

* grace. TAerefore it is of faith, that it vUgiii 
*oe by grace. Rom. iv. i& Grace regards 
Vno good in vs, as the moving caufe, and is 

* exadl]^ what is needful and neceflary for 

* the children of Adam*, who, by his one of* 
^ fence, were conjlituted Rnners j and, hence^ 
« are by nature the chilaren of zoraih, <Mr of 
^ depravity, and are cxpofed to vengeance* 

* We are to conceive ot the work of Chrift^ 

* as that it opened the way for grace to reign?^ 

* and to hold an illuflrious diftin£lion, and 

* appear to be grace. The believer, under 

* every difpenfatiork of iHe grace of God, » 

* made to lee that his falvation, from the be* 

* ginning to the end, is of grace through 

* righte€Hifnefs/ 

. * There are fome who would have us Jate 

* the gofpel from^the era of the incarnation ; 

* but the apoffle Paul, we think, better twv- 
^ defftood iis origin. Ihefcriptuteforefeevng^ 

* fays he, that. God would jujiify the heathen 

* through faith, preached before the gofpeivn^ 
\ to Abraham, faying. In thee fhail all na^ 

* tions be bUfjed. GaK iii. 8* The gofpel has. 

* been of the ricbeft advantage to men in all 
^ ages — the gofpel has ever diretied mai to 

* to Chrirt, that they^ might be jnfiified by 
^ Jatthy or ih^fdehty of Chriit/ Hence, in 
ancient ijeiseraftions, believers have h^d a 
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l^rlorawsanticipation ofthg kingdom o/right^ 
iOfiufnefs, ikt kingdom ofhttxoen^ the reign 
tiff QRA^E, in the fiardon of their finSi and 
itee acceptance with 6od« , 

Thole who lived iinder the lefs clear dif- 
lieofatioas^ clid really tvtpTf this advantage^ 
lb as to be abie to obtain juflification and 
life by the righteoufnefs of Chrift. But thofe 
who live under the prefent difpenfation of 
tfce gcripel, enjoy the fame advantage, wijh 
for de»rer light and evidence of ks truth and 
^ory, and of tiie great objefts which it re^ 
veals. God hathfgLVtd us^ and called us with 
^m holy otilling^ ifhot according to ovf works ^ 
Mit a(xording to kis ^zvn ptirpofe (md grarc^ 
which wasgiijen us in Chrijl jefu^^ before the 
zi^orld began ; But is now made ptanifefi by the 
4ippearing ef eur Saviour J^us Chrift ^ who 
katk ubolij^ed de^tk^and hoik' brought life and 
immariaiity to light through thegojpei. 2 Tim. 
f . 9, 10, — r-* It was the early belief of the 

* chtarch, that. Then (hall we know, ifwefoU 

* low on to know the Zord: his going forth is 

* ^repitred as the morning ; andhejhall come 

* ^nta us as the rain ; a^ the latter andformzr 

* rain unto the earth. Hof. vi. 3. In taking 

* the clew, and in following on to know the 

* Lord Jcius, through the types, and figures, 
^^nd prophecies, wnich, like^Ar light, gave 
' the objecl really^ though dimly, they found 

* him, finally, in all the glory of the morning 

* light. The Lord then faid to his difcipleii, 

* Ble/Jed are the eyes, which fee the things that 
hye, jie f / tell you^ that many prophets and 
t^irigs^ have defred tofe^ thofe tilings which 
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^ ye fee, andMvemtf^a^^^Hfifi.;: {mdfi^kta^' 
^ thofc things which ye heq/r, and kft'Ve not h^€^d . 

* them. LukiB x. 23, 24. Chrift. upp» ihfii^ 
^ crofs explained, in a ftoft tiflpe, thew0^^. 

* which hath been hid^ from. ages and^nera^ 

* tions, hid in the typps aH4 figuresr of tiw^ 

* law, but now is made manifejt U tkefmnH i 
« To whom God would wMe kn^wn vfhM isthfi 

* iciches of the glory 0/ this myjiery afwrhg ih^ 
' Gfntiles; whickis Chri^ in you tlys hopii^ ^ 

* glory^ Col. i. 26, 27. The riches of ^Iwe 

* glory of this myftery have been hidden^ no%: 

* totally, but in compqtritpn of tfee cl^ar light 

* of the gofpel difpeiifatipn, ^(h^nthe^pdttermk 
^ of things in the heaven^ loft their glory, »; 

xhtfujfering MeJJiah, like the ftprs of hrav- 

^ en when the JTun rifes. Hehf ix^ ^-— 2&,: 

• Salvation through ChriJ^ c^ucifed^ i*. 

the Ihining fcn^ment qf the law dtfpcife- ; 
^ f2^tiQn/ They^TTi^ \yay pf life, redemption 
through the blood of Chrift, ^^^ opened aH4 
taught from thebeginnipff — thcce BeveFwa& 
falvation in any other. 

Life and inpmortality 5»re ba^rred upon eve- 
ry fcheme befide the gofpel. Selfrighteoutt 
nels, in which moft men truft, may afford a 
temporary comfort ; but the rain^ ^od wiod^ 
and hail, of fevere trial, will undermine the 
hope that i$ founded upon it, and yill fweefj 
away, utterly, the refuge of lies in whiqh th^yt : 
trii/l. We cannot, therefore, tpo much ai* 
raire the glory of grace, feen and enjoyedin , 
the gofpel. The true fcheme of the ggfpel, 
makes grace appear and fhi^i;)te-— and^o^v^jbc- v 
trine, befides this, will, in ih,e er.d,. itippp;;^^ 
the hope of men. 
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But tlwre are Ichcmcs which frastrate the 
gofpe! fchemc of grace; the old fchemc of 
jiKtiftcaticn by works does it ; but the law of 
kkh, or the constitution of faving finners by 
|hc feith of Christ, establifhes the law, the 
ancient law of grtice through righieoiifncfs^ : 
Jt establiChes that fcheme of faving finners, by 
grace through faith, which is vifible through* 
out the whole divine revelation, and is dif- 
piayed in the fcriptures of the Old and New 
Testament. — The reader of the Old Testa- 
ment, under the guidance of the Spirit, be- 
}ifolds wonderaus things out ofG^d's law; the 
wonderous things of redemption, difplaying, 
itt every typical thing, that grace, which 
hringeth falvation, through the Lamb (lain 
from the foundation of the world. Through 
the medium of the law, or gofpel, the Jew • 
^nd the Gree^ behold the f^me grace, and • 
vror(hip together with the fame lenfe of de- 
pendence for falvation, on grace through 
Ghwi^.'-rrAnd if by grace, then it is no more ff 
works: otberwife grace is no more grace. But 
jf it be of works ^ then it is no more grace: o^ 
th^rnDtfi "work is no more work. 

Andnolefs is the doftrine of grace per- 
veried and made of none etfeft, by the mo- 
rtem fcheme of fubftituting our faith, or be- 
lieving in Chrift, for the faith of Chrift; for, 
our faith in Chrift is our own exercife, and 
belongs to the righteoufnefs of the law, and 
tomes into the true definition of our own 
righteoufnefs, as much as does the exe'cife 
ot repentance, or humility, or love to God 
^n4 our ndgh^bor^ Our believing in the Loi^d 
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our God is cflcntially ncceffary to coaftttiil4 
the ^beds that are required in the law ; (kii^ 
lefs deeds are not deeds of the Jaw.— l^bea* 
poftle, we may be affured, when he o&em 
mentioned the deeds of the law as being in* 
fufficient to juftify men, did not mean dercb 
which are deftitutc of faith and lof« ; the Ia«tf 
knows no fuch deeds, for it is holy, and thi 
deeds required therein can be nMhing^ fliort 
oi holy, believing exercifes.-— ^Believing ia 
Chrill is a moral exercife,and belongs to the 
fyftem of moral duty. If then, we be jdiUfied 
by our afl: of believing in Chrift, we h»^» 
TuMr^of to glory ; for, without depute, that 
which can avail to our juftification, may bo 
confidered in no fmall degree raerit/Cflrioos* 
and, to follow the reafoning of the a|l>oftle, 
in this cafe, rigMetmfnefs comes by the iuti^ 
and Chfifi is dead in vain. 

To this it is ufual Jy anfwer^, th^t altfaoughr 
we be juftified by our own faith, yet wc may 
not boaft, b^caufe we are dependent onrtli- 
vine influences for fuch a good exercife,^*^ 
But this reply by no means obviates th6<ii& 
ticulty. Creatures, doubtle&« ^re depend^em 
oo God for their right and holy excrcifes ; 
fome have thought 4hey are; dependent for 
all their exercifes. Certainly the apoftlePamlf 
did not confider thofe deeds, which he called 
deeds of the law, as exifting independent of 
divine influences; he believed that Godwair 
ever the firft and efficient caufe of thofe bo^ 
exercifes which comport with this holy and 

i>erfe61: rule; Hill, he concluded/th^i if we 
)« juftified by them,toaiUng jsnot^eafclwded^i 
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iiowttver dependent a creature is for kis ex* 
trcifes or a£iions, it is underllood that, being 
a^moial agent, his exercifes or deeds are his 
Qwtk ; and if they be of an evil nature, and 
ill^deferving, the blame and puni(hmen( ig 
dbeto the agent or doer; of it they be wor^ 
thy and meritorious, the praife and reward 
belongs alfo to the agent or a^on 
J Therefore, in illuftrating the truth, that iuf- 
tificatibn is of grape, and that no Seih ihaJl 
glory before God, the apoftJe does not take 
this ground ; he does not mention the cir^ 
camftance of our depoidence, but goes di- 
fe£lly to another ground, and places our juf- 
tdfication upon another law, oiSerent in its 
nature from that of works, from which the 
natural doligations and proper exerciies, and 
ill the righteoufnefs of creatures, are deriv-* 
ed, viz. the law of faith, or the covenant righ- 
teoufiwfs of God, Rom. iii. 26^ 27. To de- 
clare, J fay, at this time kis righteoufnefs: thai 
he might bejuft, and thejufitfier oj him which 
believeth in Jefus. Where is boajiing then? It 
is excluded. Bywhatlaw? OfwQrks? i^ay? 
ifi^t by the law of faith. 

< It is faid alfo, that our faith is qoofidered 
#nty as being theiqftruraent that unites us to 
Chrili, and therefore we have nothing tea- 
Icribe td ourfelves; for, altbojugh we bejuf- 
tiified by our faith, or ihrough our faith, yet 
wc are not juftified on account of it, but a lone 
forthe fake of Chrjit* — Ihis, however, does 
notin the leail obviate the difficulty ; for, 
^-1. Something may well be thought due to 
ilie ibfirumecit that can avail to Qur jufli^ca-. 
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lion before God, tt is allowed that the ttiih 
who (hould have fu Rained the righteoufnefS 
of the law, and was therefore justified, would 
have had whereof to glory; and yet the la^ 
could be confidered no more than the instfu- 
inent by which he was fo profited ; for I ad- 
here to the doftrine, that there neVer wtfi 
any other foundation for acceptance with 
God, and justification, but Christ. The fpirit 
of truth never propofed any other way bulf 
Christ; the whole power and glory of the law^ 
as it refpefted life and the favor of God, con- 
fisted in its being an instrument, by the righ-*' 
teoufnefs of which, the holy obferver became* 
connefted with Christ ; and fo, in telatibri ta^ 
him as his obedicntfervant and /w3;>(S, enjoyed 
favor and acceptance with God. If then, justi- 
fication, in the humble capacity of a fervant,' 
obtained by the instrumentality of the law, 
admitted of his boasting in the rrghteoufnefe 
thereof, who fhould fo profit by it; why may 
not fomething be afcribed to faith, by the 
righteoufnefs of which instrumentalfy, we are 
justified' in a far higher fenfe? Why may not 
the man glory,. who, by his own faith instru-^ 
mentally, is fuppofed tobcjustified,evenyr(?;7^ 
all things^ from which the most pcrfe6lly obe- 
dient, and holiest {\xh]tQ. could not bejujiified 
by ihi law of Mofes? 

^ 2. The views in which justifying faith \% 
confidered in the fcripturcs, are of a nature 
to imprefs thfe mind with the strongest ideas 
of its being divinely meritorious. Faith; in the 
divine record, is counted for rigbteoufnej.^ ,--r 
what more could be Aiid of the meritorioui 
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gfourtd of our justification ? Again* Building 
mp yourfdvcs onyourmoji holy faith. — What 
more can be faid of the foundation that God 
has laid in Zion, than that it is mojl holy, and 
that we may fafely build upoit it? And againi 
The jufiJkalL live by faith. — -What more caa 
be faid of the fource of life?: — What more can 
be faid of the bread that came down from hea- 
ven, than that we fhall live by it?— To fa^ 
that a man, a fmner, (hall be justified by faith^ 
is feeraingly afcribing td faith the greatest 
poffible merit ; nothing higher in terms can 
peexpreffed; for, in this work of juftifying 
finful itien before God, there is nleceffarily 
cbntem plated the greateft poffible difplay of 
divine virtue. ^ 

3. li is grofsly abfurd to cdnfider bur faith^ 
L e. our exercife of faith, in the view of itJi 
being an inftrument in the matter of our juf- 
iification, or fpiritual life;, for our own faith 
is firaply the aft of receiving or ealting the di- 
vine food; and nothing couJd be moreab- 
iilrd than to conceive, and more improper 
than to fpeak of oiir aft of receiving and eat- 
ing food, as being an inftrument by which 
tre lived. To me£ln out own faith, when wei 
fay that W6 live by faith, is to confound ideas 
and pervert terms, — Should a man be alked; 
%frhat he lived by, or, by what means he w^s 
f^^ported; would it ridt feem like making a 
left of the queftion, if he fhould anfwer, that 
tie lived by the aft cheating; or that he was 
fupported by the means of eatipg and drink- 
ing? — Would fuch an anfwer become one^ 
Specially one who^ lives upon ^race?--*But 

Ss 
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tbcrewould be as much fenfti and pr6ptitS^ 
in this anfwer, as there is in^ the ccm[lrudi(»| 
which fo commMiiy has be^n forced upoa 
ihc divine declarations, that we live by faith^ 
. and are jfuftifted through fia^h; for, ifotim 
faith be meant, which is only onr d£k of le^ 
ceivtng or feeding upon the bread of God^ 
ihen, when we are afked the great quefiioa^ 
what are we juftified by? or by what mean* 
we live to God? inftead of the acknow-* 
fedgement of the truth of God in Chrift^ 
to the * praife of the gk>ry of his grace^ we 
may anfwer, that we live by ourfelves^ by out 
own believing exeFcifea; and that our fpirtt- 
oai fuftenance is derived by our own mei^s^. 
in the way of fpiritually eating and xirinking^ 
. 4* Whefi, tnerefore, fiith is confidered 
properly, as that by which we are jijkftiSciJ 
and live to God, it u/akhthtjmijiemce o£ 
things, hoped for^ there is virttte in tbis;^ 
t-h rough tnis we may bejuftiiedj this cao 
fiipport life; this i» meat mdeed, and drink 
indeed f an4 tht^ is givea to us in Chrift.. Or^ 
if faith be regar^tea as bei»g an iniUumeBt^ 
itc. it muft be underflood, not of our exer* 
cife, but in the view of m being the cvid^nci 
oftkmgi not f ten. This evidence, once deli* 
vered totbe faints, as i\i€ fibbJtMice of thing$ 
is inverted in it, is properly ft ylcd faith ; ^^m 
this, with propriety, may be confidered asa» 
inftrumcm, the great inurument in the woark 
of our falvationv This \& pnciousfaiiiK — \n 
this view faith is to be held in ihehigheft con? 
fideration ; it comprifes all the glory of Godli 
righteoufBefs ; there is infinite virtue and me* 
FR in the word oj Jaitli, Rom. x. 6,. 7, 8^ BM 
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0ie^rigkt^%Lfne/i Mhich is tffcdthfpe^ikelh on 
tkiswifc^ S^ not in thine heart, WhoJiiaUa^ 
Jkertd inl^ heaven? iho/t is to bring Chrifldow7% 
fren^ aboWt Or, xohoJhaJildefcendinto the deep? 
that is to bring up Chnft again from the dead. 
But what faith tt? The word is nigh thee, e'^ 
pen in thy mouth, and m thy heart: that is the 
woordiffjcdth which we preach. 

Therefore, Bygra^e are wefa^ed, through 
fmth; and that not our own faiths but the 
wdrd of faith, which nihegifiofGod. iMany, 
in advancing their own righteoufnef«, to the 
rcjeftion of the rigbteoufoefs of God, will 
proceed in an indireft and plaufible way ; 
they will go about to ^ablifh their own righ- 
teoufnefs. And,^ it it is aa>parent, that thofc 
who fubftitme their ownjaith in the place of 
<hc juftifyirig faith of Chrift, do as eneftualr 
ly fruftrate the grace of God, as dothofe who 
choofe to. proceed in the more dire6l and 
open way of propoCing their own works ia 
ihat place. 

This fpecions fcheme is by far the moll 
idangerows; for whilft the effe^ is the fftme 
^5 that which avows the works of tht law, 
the delufion of it is much harder to bp de» 
<e6led ; it equally cftablilhes the righteouf* 
rv^^ of the creature, whilft, at the fame time, 
-it admits of words being ufed which found 
«va!igelicaL— Faith is preached, faith is re- 
commended; but the fenfe of the term being 
^xed, and our own righteoufnefs being meant 
by it, it is coming as far Ihort of the eternal 
foundation, and as really fubftituting the fand 
©four own righteoufnefs, to preach and re^ 
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commend faith in the view of jtaftificatioii|ai 
it would be xo preach and recommend, in 
that view our humility, or our love to God; 
' and our neighbors, or any thing whatfoevcr^ 
which may be confidered as forming, in part 
or in whole, the fubjeft of moral duty. 

When the queftion is afked, refpeftii^ t 
trial in a court of law, by what is amancoiH^ 
demned or juftified? the enquiry is natural- 
ly underftood to be, by what /aw and evUtntt' 
is he condemned or juftified ?i — ^This is the 
great queftion befoie us, by what law and c^ 
vidence ftiall a man be juftified in the fight 
of God? By the law of works^ we cannot be 
juftified, for the tfanfgreflion is proved, and 
by this law we muft^iie; and if no other law 
can be found, our cafe muft be given upas 
hopelefs. Therefore, the apoftle to the Ro** 
mans, in treating of this fubjcft, brings into 
view two diftintt laws, with evidence in rela- 
tion to each, v'vL^ the law of works, by which 
death reigns through Adam's tranfgreffion, 
and both Jews and Gentiles are proved to be 
- under fin ; and the law of faith, by which 
grace reigns through Ghrift's righiCQufnefef 
the righteoufnefs ofjeuth, and all who arc un- 
der it, are proved to be under grace*- — ^I'hefe 
Jaws he compares ; and having, for a trial of 
their ftrength, put their refpeftive govern- 
ments at iflue, he finds them very unequally 
matched; and that the law of life in Cbnft 
Jefus, has made its fubjefts freejrom the /^«^ 
o/Jin and death; and is able to protedl them 
fafely from all its tremendous claims and 
charges. \ . . 
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t'^Fhe fcriptures fpeak of faith as being a 
fabftantial law, with which the righteoufnefs^ 
ctf Ghrift, in laying down his lire, entirely 
comports as the evidence, to give it exercifc ; 
by the strength of which lato and evidence^ 

frace takes the throne, and prevails against 
n anddeath, andiinally triumphs and reigns 
unto tternal lift. — Who fhall lay any thing to 
the charge oj God's elcB,? It is God that jujli^ 
jieth. — Fatth^ the fubstance of things hoped 
for, as has been (hewn, is irifeparable from 
the divine existence^ Here, then, is our ^w; 
it is God himfelf— I'FA^ /i he that condemn^ 
etk? It is Chrijl that died, yea, rather that has 
rifen again, wha is even ai the right handif 
Gody imo aljo maketh interceffion for us. — 
Here, airo,'is our evidence; the evidence of 
things not feen-r-the evidence that fully coni-- 
ports with the law of faith-^it is a crucified 
and a rifen Saviour. 

How long, alas! will men deceive them- 
felves with their own righteoufnefs ? O the 
blindnefs and ftupidity of their prefering for 
jttftiiication their own faith, in the place of 
the covenant righteoofnefs of the Father and 
Son, the everlafting law and evidence of tho 
truth of God and Chrift ! Wos unto them that 
put darknefs for light, and light for darknefs. 
How is it poflible that men fhould conceive 
of their own faith as being a law, or evidence, - 
or anvthingofa nature by which they could 
be juftified ! When people, who have Bibles, 
can make fuch a miftake, we may ceafe to 
wonder at the heathen who miftake a block, 
carved out by their own hands, for God their 
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creator. And, no wdnder, if men, whol^ 
this ground of juftification, ,prove, abundi 
antly, by their love of the world, and con* 
verfation in the things of time and fenfe^ 
that the law of their own faith, k weak 
through the evidence of their own faith ^ 
and that they are ftill holdep and coirimand- 
cd, by the ftrpnger principle of the law of 
Jzn and death. 

But through the eternarl law and rightt* 
oufncfs of faith, grace reigneth — this is th* 
ftrength of the throne of heaven; and by 
this, grace has reigned from everlafting, an4 
will reign to everlafting; and the bdieveriii 
the gofpely which is, not the faith of the treat 
ture, but the revelation of Jefus Cbrift's king* 
dom, founded in the faith and righteoufnoi 
of God — the true believer, I fay, may re* 
Joice, and he will rejoice; and, by his^w 
cfthe Fathzr^ and ccnverfationin Heaven^ he 
will prove that grace reigns through righte* 
oufnefs — that by faith he obuins the viaorjr, 
and that tkf body is dead, becaufe ofjinl; hvi 
the fpirit is life^ becaufe of righXeimfnefs.-^ 
Far if by one maris offence^ death retgnedij 
one ; much more they which receive abundant^ 
0f grace, and of the gift ofrighteoufnefs,fh^ 
reign in life by one, Jefus ChriJ;.*—MGT'^^^^ 
the law entered, that the offence might abeund: 
but where Jin abounded, grace did much 1^' 
abound: Ihat as fin hath reigned untodioiki 
even Jo might grace reign through righteous^ 
nefs unto eternal life, by Jefus Chrifi ^ 
Lord. Rom v. 17, 20, 21. 

Tinough t|>e bre^gji of the covco^Hit * 
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' A^am, men were left naked to the law ; and, 
as in this ftate, they were free from righte- 
oufnefs, and filled with all unrighteoufnefs ; 
the law, though holy, juft and good, could 
be none other to them, fo difconnefted from 
Chrift, than a law of fin and death: As, 
however, Chrift was made under the law, it 
became an inftrument whereby his obedient 
people were united to him ; and fo, even in 
that ftate of the fervant, were able to fland 
fn judgment againft fin and death. It might 
even be faid of fome of God's fervants, under 
tiie law, that they were conquerors! Mofes 
was an hundred and twenty years old when 
ke died; in the embraces of his God, in the 
top of Pifgah ; his eye was not dim, nor his 
natwroLfar^e abated: — And Elijah mounted 
to heaven on a chariot of fire, and outjlev) 
ail the arrows of deaths 

But, O! how may they exult in the ftrength 
of God, who are under grace/ and are con- 
BeSed with Chrift Jefus in the gofpel of the 
kingdom ? They are juftified from all things! 
By the law of grace, they are brought to 
God ;. and through the finifked evidence of 
the everlafting righteournefs, in the crucifi- 
ed, rifen and afcended Redeemer, they arc 
prefented at the right hand of the Majetty 
on high ; and being thus juftified by faith, 
we may boldly fay, God is our helper ; and 
that we are more than conquerors^ 

'' As I rode on the sky, 
Justified from on high, 
Could I envy Elijah his seat? 
li/ij soul mounted higher 
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Than his chariot of fire, ^ 

While the moon rotted under his feet; 

O! the r24)turous height 

Of the holy delight. 
Which I found in the life-giving blood ! 

Of my Saviour possessed 
I was perfectly blest, 
As if fill'd with the fullness 6f God.'" 

In the fpirit, we have already obtained the 
viSory over fin; and have noY^ come unttf 
Mount Ziqn, and unto the city of the living 
Gody iheheamnly Jerufdemi and we are 
roaitingfor the adoptiani to wit, the redemplu 
en of our body. For this corruptible wufiput 
en incarruptton^ and this mortal mu/i put on 
immortality. So when this corruptible frail, 
have put on incorruption^ and thds mortaiJkaU 
have put on immortality^ thenjkall be brought 
to pafs the faying that is written^ death isfwaU 
lowed up in vidory ? death, where is thy 
fling? grave, wliere is thy vid^ory? The 
Jiins of death is Jin ; and the flrength of Jtid 
is the law^ But thanks be to God, which giv- 
eth us the victory through our Lord Jefus 
Chrijl. 
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Or TU^ HiQHTEOusNEss or Faith 

R^YJtALED* 



iF^ARK was tiiat hour^ la which the World 
^^ lay wholly ftadowed by the power o£ 
llie (brpent ( bat the mrwday <bwiie<l ; fpeed^ 
ily, in the wind ofthi dst^, the voice of one- 
feekii>gl^loft, was hQarain.thegiurdeQ that. 
God had {sJanted. Man is foumc^ ucJmL^ 
ninthout covenant vigktecm£ad!i, without tiiitU 
and fidelity ; and thercfiote^ with^t. confi* 
dence, fcekipg to hide )\vai(dlJrQm theprc^ 
fence of the Lord God amongst the trees ojthc 
j^r^; undone! undone! hut a Saviour 
draws near. 

The errand of Chrift to our world novr 
wasy to reveal himfelf as the eleft head; and 
to make an eftablilhment hcrc^ upon the^ 
foundation of his own truth and righteous- 
rtefsy in his engagement in coveoant with the 
Father* By the nanie of the^^tf^ of the wo^ 
man, he reveals himfelf as coming forward 
in the flefh^ the mighty antagonift of the fer- 
pent; and by pronouncing a curfe u|^on the 
ground; which) in effeft^ would diforder^ 
licken, and finally diffolyc the conftitution 
of nature; he intimates the manner of the ' 
folemn warfare; but efpecially^^by paffiog 
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fentence of difiblutioD upon the human So« 
dy, in this conneflion, he reveals the great 
and eternal purpofe of God refpcfting niin^ 
felf; for having offered himfelf to vienT s» 
man, or as the feed of the woman^ and then 
faying to man, dujt thou art^ and unto dvfi 
Jhait thou return; tbi^wa^ pronouncing the 
fentence upon himfelf; and, therefore, it was 
a declofration of the tmlloi God^ and of his 
own free confent to lay down his life. 

Thus the foundation of the cverlafting co- 
venant ¥ras laid open to view^ for an cleft 
eftabliQiment in our world; and wliich is 
feen immediately^ to take effeS. Adam now 
ceafes to view himfelf as conftituted in ihf 
hepnning^ the father of xhe world, or-the l^d 
ot the human familjr; and turns his auenti* 
on wholly to that wmch IhouM be^ of the W9" 
man; and he called his wife s name Eve^ be- 
4imife Jke was the mother of all livings Alfiji, 
unto Adam, and: to his wife, did the I«>ord 
God make coais ofjkim, and cloatbed thetn; 
for, froM haicetortb, their, fupport would 
not be from a natural fource, but by means 
of death ; and they muft now look for qloaih- 
ing, for protection, life aod glorv, from.tt^ 
Jlain ; from the fuperaatural, ana myft^ious 
fourcc of the Jkedckng of bloods 

O the wifdom of God! How far out of 
fight muft this have been, even from the 
ferpent's piercing eye, that the Creator would 
fo promprtly have configned over that won- 
derful creature man, the faireft woman^yea, 
and that tender body prepared for himfelf, 
10 the dufl of death? Ana the heavens and. 
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the earth, this finifhed work of hb hand5f, 
with the beauty and glory of the whole fysf* 
tem of nature, all to the fiery flame? Thu? 
difarming his enemy of his othcrwife almighty 
power — ieizing and binding him with his own 
acquired forccs-^and turning upon him the 
terrors of his own domitiion, even the k^sof 
hell and of death^-^^d^ kindled into a quench; 
left flame, turning that very power upon 
him ,by which he thought to have reigTie4 
for ever, a$ a chain aj eternal vengeance. 



Seftion 2,. Cherubim and Jlaming Sword. 

An eftablifliment being madein our worlc^, 
by the blood of the ewr lofting cavemmt, means 
muft be provided and ufed to protcfl: it, and 
carry on the work of redemption ; and fo, 
t6 raile up the building of grace^ upon thi^ 
•fiew" foundation, ' 

It is evident, from the nature qf the pur- 
pofe of God in view, that man, now, mufl: 
not eat of the natural tree of life— this would 
militate direftly againft the work of grace--' 
it is apparent that«fl^ould he continue to eat 
of that tree, and his body thus be rendered 
indiffolublc, his falvation would be impofli* 
We. 

Wherefore, -the Lord God faid. Behold, 
the man is become as God, to know good and 
evil, i. e^ having eaten of the tree of know- 
ledge of good and evil, he has thrown off his 
covenant fubje6lion to the word of God; and^ 
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as God himfrfC ha$ fct tip for in^^ft^ntii 
Man, therefore; tciky obt ht ttvk9m updii the 
jgrdond of his regard to the atrthority of 
ood's word or comraanditient, me^!y, not 
to eat of the tree of life; httt, forfaicty, hfe 
inaft hcfiut under guard. Here tdniinencei 
the whole wonderiiil fcetie of redfcriiptioa-' 
difcipline. 

Jefus Chfift, knowing the win 6f the Fa- 
ther, laid down his life of himfelf; but merfe 
man could never do this — his life muit be 
taken from him ; though, finally, under the 
irrefiftible fword of the fpirit, heing reduced, 
as it were, to the laft gafp, by the power of 
fovereign grace, he is brought to a cheerful 
fubmilFion to the divine will. So he drove 
•out the man : and he placed at theeajt ^f the 
garden of Eden, cherubims, and a Jlamin}^ 
Jword TxMch turned ^every nmy, tokatp tht lu^ 
^ftke trele of life. In this fokrfin, detetmii> 
*d, mdi fure mawner, by tiie pawer of \kt 
cleft eftablilhment, we fee the alKwifb; and 
infinitely graci6us fentfence df natural diffo- 
latiOn, carrying ittto eiecuxioft. 

All this "being on the common ground, and 
"belonging to thfe higheft iiftereft of the elcfi 
"world, the mighty angels, chelrubim, are here 
^brought forward and employed as ^he grand 
guards-; attd they appear arrayfed upon the 
iiand, in this miniftry to the heirs of falvario*. 

But behold that fiandng Jvsord, united to 
the cherubim, as their glory and ftrength !-*- 
This evidently was not their agent, hut their 
principle, or the flrength of their eftablifh- 
inent* \\ was indeed united to them, and it 
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fttrod 5^kh them, t)&t they did not wield it-^ 
UkUturrted tvery way. Here,^ubtlel5, wc 
may contempkte the dreadful form, in which 
Chrift united himfelf to the angelic worlds 
and in which he girded them, and commiffi-- 
t)ned them as his miniftering fpirits; ^nd 
4iiade j&em, for his Ifra^l^ chariots qf Jive and 
horfes of fire. 



Seflion 3* Sacrifice. 

The new eftablifhment ifi view, it will be 
«>erceived, is founded in its nature in the in- 
ilitution of facrifice; *byfacrifice I mean the 
(bedding of blood. Yet Cain, faithlefs Cain, 
in the view of acceptance with God, chofe 
ilill to a£l upon the natural princi|^. And 
he brought of the fruit of the grouiman offer^ 
ing unto the Lord. But Abel, his brother, 
kBKm^iWi'QM&ati%oft^ cfhisfiock^ 

^4md of the fal thereof . 

And the Lord haa refpeQ unto Abel, andtp 
'Ms offering: But unto Cam and to his offer-- 
mtghehaanotrefpeB. Ahd Cain was verjr 
'wroth, andientered into a coniroverfy with 
.his Brother Abel, upon the ground of this di«- 
itinctiom ; and, therefore, he entered into a 
Cfontroverfy with the Lord himfelf. 

Yet, being full of compaflBon, the Lord 
«ondefcended to come to a^n explanation with 
Cain, and reafoning with him in the mofl con- 
vincing manner, he held out to him the inefti- 
mable provifion of his infinite grace, faying 
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yifhf art thou wroth P and Why is thy counter 
mance fallen? If thou dojl wdl^Jhalt thou not 
be accepted? and if thou dofi not well^ aRn^of^ 
fering lieth at the door: and unto theejhailh 
his defire, and thoujkalt be his head. 

But Cain ftill turned the deaf ear to the 
rcvdacion of falvation by grace; and, finaU 
Jy, took the woful refolution to (land it out, 
and decide the cpntroverfy by ftrength of 
arms ; and §oing out, treading under foot that 
f<|crifice which couched down before his door, 
even the blood of the everlafting covenant, 
he valiantly invited Abel his brother into the 
field ; and there Cainrofeup againft Abel his 
brother, and flew him. Woe Untp tb^m wha 
go in th? way of Cain ! 



Seaion4. The Blood df Abel. 
Cain, having taken the refolution to coni* 
tend with his brother by force of arms, pro- 
claims the war. — According to the Septua* 
S'nt Bible, he gave Abel an exprefs challehge; 
e words are thefe. And Cain faid to Abel kk 
'brother^ Let yj go into the field.I^ But 
Abel did not accept the challenge. The word, 
itiame /c? /a/5, fuppofes that lometime had 
elapfed after Cain had difcovered his inten- 
tion, and the other word,' he rofe up^ feems 
to fignify that, finally, Cain lay in wait ftir 
4beT. 

♦ To rs^iw, tke field for feet; »ot tw wy^.^t Held fo? tiU 
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The firft murd^er vras Uic firft challenger,; 
the fcene of murder opened in our world ia 
the fafhionable ftyle or the duellift^ and Cam 
has the honor of being the father of thefc 
gentleman of honor. And, perhaps, if ofien- 
uve war was ever excufable, and a caufe ex* 
iiled which could warrant a challenge, Caia 
might be excufed; for Abel was his rival 
in theiBofl: tender point of his honor and 
feeling; and he appeared to be rifing up to. 
eclipfe him in his (landing of fuperiority, 
and to interfere in an intereft where all his 
feelings were alive, and, to which, upon na- 
tural principles, Cain, as being the elder bro* 
ther, had the mofl: indilput^ble claim. 

It appears clearly, from this cafe, that the 
difpute between the feed of the lyoman and 
the feed of the lerpent relates to a matter of 
ftate, and that the long and blood)2uruggle 
is at iffue in this queftion. Who (h^ll hold the 
government? Who fhall have the rule? 

Cain conceived that this was a caufe in 
which his honor, and, therefore, his all was 
at flake ; and the Lord, in his addrefs to him^ 
confiders the fubjeft in this view, and offers 
him, if he would renounce his natural prin- 
ciples, and take the fide of the kingdom of 
grace, which prefented the only ground up- 
on which it was poflible either for him or his 
brother to enjoy the divine favor, or to have 
any well-being or valuable intereft whatever; 
that, as the elder brother, he Ihould have the 
. priority, and thfit Abel, as the younger, (hould^ 
Le fubjeft unto him* 

This propofal was infinite!/ reafonable. 
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jmd was the only one that ccmW b^ liiiHc 
itonfiftently with the holy and beftevolene 
puqjofe of redemption.' Cain, howev€^, ccUtd^ 
itot accept it, for he was a natural mah, andi 
loved the world as it iheri was*; and? he <ijdl 
not receive the humbling ttuth of art^entr^ 
atioii, and was unreconciled to the whofe fyf-^ 
tern of grace. ^ ' 

Bur, though AbeF knew what was purpot^ 
cd againft him, and that it was war, y^thtf 
did not arm, but prepared' only- his iniad for 
the approaching event,' — On the one hand^ 
the operation of the war was^ proje^i^ by 
the fbrce of carnal weapons,' weapons tbjkelp 
blood; but on the other, thedefenee wia* con-** 
tem'plated, merely, by the Virtue bftk€ bkfoi 
Jhed. And thus, Abel hWarriartyr. » 

And tkf Lord/aid unto Cain, Where is AbeP 
thy brothtr?" And hefaid, Iknojusnot: not the^ 
keeper' of my brother am /:— ^Here Gain is feen^ 
attempting to ftand his groaiid, and boldly, 
challenging the Lord: himfelf, that as he had 
fet up Abel upon another foundation, and he' 
was not under his goverhment, he Was no» 
longer, under his care and proteftion; hnd^ 
where he was now, concerned him n6t, fo 
that he was out of his way,— ^^rt^ the Lordr 
/aid unto Cain, What hajl thou done? the voice 
of thy brother's blood crieth unto me from the' 
ground. And novo art thou curfedfrvm the- 
earth, which hath opened her mouth to^ receive 
- thy brother's blood from thy hand. When thou- 
tilleji the ground, itjhall not^ktnceforth yields 
to thee her Jirength : groaning ana trembling 
Jhalt thou be upon ths earth. . - . 
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. The blood of Abe! being fhed itpcm ihc 
feleft principlis, and fo reveatling, in a ftrikipg 
iig«re, the truth 6f ChtWs righteoufnefs^ 
t>rdught into effe6i by nteans of hfe defeth, k 
jgreatly ftrcrigtfeehed the eleft eftabHlhment^ 
land going down irito the fprings of naturt 
tv^rth this diffolving Virtue, It greatly weaketi- 
fed thofe powers; and, therefore, for pme td 
fconrie, the ground wduld fail of yielding un^ 
to Cain her full ftrerigth* . 

Surprifed, defeated, cohered with confu* 

Ron, and filled with wrathful defpair ! CaiA 

Jaid unto the Lordt God, Greaier than my de^ 

fert! where cAnlfaftainikyfclf? Behold Jhoik 

hizfi drwen me otctthis duyjrom the face dftfie 

iarthj, and from thy face fliall I he hid, and 

grodriing dnd trembling I Jhcdl be upon the 

earth: and itjiall come topafs that every on% 

finding ine fhall kili m^.-— But the Lord had 

fa id, Cairi (hall be upon the earth; ht dnd 

his feed muft yet^ for a long i^rhe, becdrititi* 

Ued inthewdrld; for the work of redcitip- 

lion rriuft ftiU be carried on, and at length be 

perfefled by means of the (bedding of blood; 

and irillriJments to effeft this muft be at hand. 

Therefore, ttie Lord anJwered Cain — Not 

Jo. Whofoever Jlayeth Cain, %)engeun€efhdl be 

taken on him fevenfold. And the Lord Jet a 

i9tark upon Cain, left any finding him Jhould 

kill him. 

Hence is the origin of th^ civil inftitution 
and authority \ the end and defign of whicb^ 
atid the fanftion it has received from God^ 
is to reftrain perfonal retaliation andindivid- 

U u 
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Dal vengeance; and to regulate and control 
a private intereft by a public good. 

The civil Ia\ys pf cmnmunities, at firft, wcrt 
given in a very fimple form ; they were firft 
enrolled by fome very fimple and plain marks 
or chdiraBcrs^ What was the particular kind 
of charjafter^ by which this firft civil law was 
engraved and regiftercd, is ufelefs to enquire j 
but, it is evident^ that this mark, with the high 
fandion annexed to it, was of the nature qf 
a civil written law. — The plain fubjeft of it 
forms the great mark or charoMeroi civil fc* 
ciety } and to this mark or charafter, which, 
under the band and heavy fan6lion of the 
Judge of all the earth, was fct to Cain, is to 
be traced the civil inftitution. 

The notion, that fomething befides the ci- 
vil inftitution has ever been given to men, 
to proteQ; any individual or fociety, is an 
idle fancy; and, without regard to the civil 
inftitution, the enquiry, what wa* the mark 
fet to Cain? can never be anfwered ; for there 
is not the leaft evidence that any other thing 
of this nature ever exifted. 

Cain now went off in form from the divine; 
cftabliQiment, and, under the inftitution of 
police and civil government, builded a city- 
And hence, the fathers of the civilized arts, 
the Jabals, Jubals, and the Tubals, fprang 
from Cain, And, to this high fource, alft>, 
may be traced a nobility, and the conferring 
ijpon men titles of honor, and calling their 
hfids ^nd cities after their own namrj.---Cain 
called the name of his city after the name of 
his fon, Enoch; and Tubal, by way of di- 
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fi^tin&ion and eminence, no doubt, and to bear 
*i^p the honors of his ancestors, was called 
Tub^al-Cain. 

But the civil institution, though it can re- 
strain and control the individuals, and alfo 
proteft the particular members, and the whole 
body, in civil fociety, yet it could not, in the 
least, restrain or control the war between Cain 
and his feed, and the ele6l feed; they were 
in nature, and had now in form become two. 
distinft nations, and this was a proclaim- 
ed, and, as we fay, an authorized war^ be- 
tween nation and nation. 

Though wars between differerit S^tatesand 
nations, m the view of the divine bw, on one 
lide or both, are murders; and will be fo ad* 
judged at the last day ; yet, as to the civil in- 
stitution, they are deemed legal, and by it 
thefe murderers are protefted — Such war, 
therefore, can be tcfminated only by the de- 
jcifion of the field, 

Lamcch, a defcendant of Cain, carried on 
the war with fpirit ; he flew two Abels, a man 
and a youth; but, like Cain before, he had 
to confefs with anguilh of mind, that the war 
had turned against him ; and he found that 
hi? congtcejis had been to his wounding and 
lo his hurt; yet he confoled hirafelC and 
calmed the fears of his wives, that, guilty a3 
they were, they were still under xrivii protec- 
tion; and that, if Cain fhould be apengedfef 
vcnfold^ wonderful as it might feem, furely 
Laniech Ihould be ^v^wg^tAJtveniy andfev^n 
Jold! Where feven, at first, were united in 
jtbe civil cooipaft,. 4pubtlels tberje were now 
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feventy and fev^ ; mod the govoromeitt; b)r #^ 
niQch, was Uie morp (tr^ogtbeoedi and cos*, 
firmed. 

Homr fuperficial and V2un is the reafonm^ 
and glorying of natural men!— rSo far was it 
from being a mercy either for Cain, or for La-r 
mech ; and fo far i$ it ever from beings pro-t 
perly confidered, a mercy for a murderer tobe 
prote£ledjr or in any way whatever, to efcapR 
from the avencer of blood; that it is his pri- 
vilege to p9y the forfeit with hisx>wn blood. 
For, other wife, his cafe is bopd^^s ; as by the 
divine law, which will determiiK the futine 
date of an men, in this cafe, fuch fati$fa£ibn 
is an indifpenfabl/ requilit^ for pardon and. 
grace, * 



S?£liori 5. Men coiling upon God. 

The great tribulations ariiing necefiarily 
Srom the nature of the cleft efiabliftiment, are 
fver the caufes oi effc^uaJ fervent pr^cr ;M 
is only when the ele£l [>eople, in foijae d^red, 
. J^nd therafelves delivered unto deaih^ as Jefusi 
Chrift wasf the night before he fuffecedoathc 
<r6f^, that they agonize and pray, as hc:tl^ 
prayed. 

The firft prayer recorded in the foriptures, 
where mpft faithfully is recorded the work 
of God's holy fpirit, is the crying of the bloc4 
of Abel ; by which we may underftand the 
prayer he made to God, while bleeding to 
death under his brother f hand. And, doubt- 
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lefe, for this reafon, genuine prayer, in the 
fcriptures, is called groanings; not merely 
the folitary figh, but, as the meaning of thie 
word is, the ftrong, deep and unutterable 
complaint of the foul, as that oiiht deatk 
groan. 

The blood of Abel is joined exprefsly with 
the blood of Zecharias, as being Ihed both in 
CMie cafe, Matth. x%m. ^^s which fupports 
this {en^i^ of the crying oif the blood of Abel ; 
for when Zechariah, being ftoned, was ex- 
piring, he faid, Look, Lor4j and require it. — . 
And it may be concluded, that from thedy- 
ipg cry of Abel, and the Lord s appearing to 
make inquifition for his blood in anfwer to 
it, the glorious truth was firtt proved and 
Ihown, that JehqvOfk is a prayer hearing God, 

In the days of Enos, began men to call up* 
QU the name of the Lord^ — The war between 
^he feed of the ferpcnt, and the feed of the 
won^m grew hot; and the afpeds of thefe 
oppolite principles appeared daily more and 
mare irreconcilable, and exciting to the bloo- 
dy cQnflii6t^ — 'It was foraetime in the days of 
E^xiQSi, ths^t the Lanptecb of Cain Uourilhed. — 
The eleft of God found themfelves killed all 
the tlay long, and accounted as Jheepjor the 
Jfiti^kter; therefore, Hs they ever have done 
in like circumftances, they now reforted in 
good earned to their only legitimate and 
^lUconquering weapons, J'afth, patieiicf aijd 
prayer. 
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Seftion 6. Men of Renown. 

The ferpcnt having proved the ilKfucoefr 
4^f this outward and uncovered mode of war- 
fare; and, at length, perceiving the pecyliar 
nature of the eletl e(labli(hment, more wifely 
i!onceivtd oF the deeper meafure of feduce-* 
jtiem ; and which he adopted, by all the etr* 
ticements of the Jle/k, the alurements of the 
eyes, and the indulgent charms, or bdroie 
paflions of the pride of life. 

Therefore, his blood-ftained weaponsare 
laid afide — his every motion becomes conci* 
liatory, and a profpecl is now given of hsi^pf 
times. The daughters of men came forth, 
brilliant, in foft apparel, and ornaments of 
gold; with their lydian fongs and city adr 
drefs, and fmiling with the airs and arts ^ 
ijleafures. The fons of God, unwarily, fell 
into the fnare— they faw that they were fmt} 
find they took them wives of all which *^y 
^hofe. ' » 

The fruit of this union, of the^n«.of god* 
Jinefs, with the civil eftablifhment, (for mort 
than the form of godjmefs can never be thus 
united) for a while wsls grand. ThechiU 
dren- of this marriage became mighty men, 
tohich were of old, men of renown. But fi^ 
nally, this union produced the moll fatal dis- 
orders — it erafed the impreiTions and rci- 
^raiats of the civil charsiCter, made by th? 
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liand of God, fro|n the mind, and from the 
face of fociety ; and, confequcntly, the earth 
ZAjasfilled with walence. 

This ever has been, and ever mud be, the 
fruit of fuch an union ; for the form of god- 
linefs, being of another nature, in union with 
the civil chara£lerymuft complicate and mar 
it, and fo reduce its ftrength^ hke clay or drols 
mingled with the metals — which tendency^ 
the experience of the world has ftiown ; and 
that the more fimply the civil or any other 
ififtitution is prefer ved^ it wilf be the mor^ 
effeflual. This adulterating and corrupting 
tendency, therefore, in fuch a ftate, by de- 

frees, mud weaken the civil compad, and 
nally, deftroy its influence. And the form 
of godlinefs, not being able to fupport itfelf, 
bemg the form only without the power, brit- 
tle and weak as drofs and miry clay^ falls a 
dead weight upon the (inking empire. 

So that even this deep policy of fatan, a- 
vaiJs him but for a ihort time; though (b 
defperate is his caufe, that he has recourie 
to It over and over again, whilft, in the iflue, 
it never fails to divide his own dominions, 
and bring nation upon nation, and kingdom, 
upon kingdom, and even to divide thehoufe 
and kingdorp againit iifelf. 



Se^lion 7. Enoch Prophefying. 
By the joining together of what God hath 
put afunder, things the moft oppofite in pri n- 
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cipic, and uncongenial in operation — by IJig 
mixing, adukerating, and (b corrupting of 
both' the divine and civil eftablifhments ; proi 
dtrcing, as the natural fruit of fuch a com- 
merce, men of renown-^-^men feelcing t^ 
Tiown — all for being head tnen-^for divide 
ing and fubjugating, or warring upon ^H-^ 
and at the lame time, opening wide the doof^ 
for the exercife of this unbounded ambition^ 
by obliterating the bond of civil 'fbciety.— 
Thefe things, I fay, taking place, what mofr6 
evident figns could be fhowTi in the earthy 
of the approach of a general convuFfion ? * 

Wherefore Enoch alfo, theJivtntkyromAi 
dam, propkefied of thefe, frying. Behold thi 
Lord Cometh with ten thou fond of his faints^ 
To execute judgment upon all^ and to convince 
all that are ungodly among them, of all thett 
ungodly deeds which they have ungodly com- 
mitted j and of all their hard fpeeches, which 
Ungodly finnn's havejpoken againjh him. 

The ground bringing forth bfiars and 
thorns was an early indication of the judg- 
ment of God, founded in the eleft eft2tt)Hfh- 
ment; and the added curfe, 6r new evil andf 
delinquency of the earth, that Cain experi- 
enced after the death of Abel, together with 
the wounding and crippling felt andconfefs- 
ed by Lamech, Ihewed plainly, that the na- 
tural powers were weakening, and the hea-^ 
venly powers were prevailing; but what was 
now taking place on^very fide, proved that 
the foundations of the earth were fhakeHy 
and were all out of courfe, and that nature^ 
awaited a fearful doom. 
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- Enoch prpphefie4 of theft — the world, at 
\\\u tini^, had convincing proof of the truth 
of his pVophecy before their eyes ; infomuch 
that he needed only to point to the popular 
/and renowned chara6iers of the age, in order 
Xc^Jhew i(^, feying, ..^Ao/d, the Lord cometh! 

The traniUtion of Enochj which followed, 
was the mod folemn and weighty atteftation 
to the truth. of his prophecy-"^it proved pal- 
paWy, that there was another world; be- 
tween which, and that world of the ungodly^ 
there was ^n oppofition ; and whofe powers 
were mod a6live and wonderful ; and whichi 
with, authority^ could reach the earth, and 
proted its friends and confeflbrs ; andtherc^ 
tore, doubtlcfs, could execute the threatened 
judgment upon all ungodly men; 



Seftion ^. Righieoujnefs preached. 
Pilate hearing the word of truths perfe£lly 
ipoken^ faid. What is truth? and turtied aWay 
dire6lly from the fubje^i. What is righte* 
oufnefs ? is the fame queftibn, often alked, 
but how rarely eonfidered ! For, being of a 
naturiB hard to be believed, it i^ a queftion 
iard to be underftodd; yet, what is more 
unquestionable than the faS of the exiftence 
of an eleft worlds which is feen to refult ne- 
ceiFarily frortl the divine principle? which 
truth has been exhibited in every age; and 
^ith convincing evidence, that it is a king- 
datn of rmmorial Itrength and glory ; and 
X X 
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that it is able to withftafnd £^11 oppofing pon^ 
er; and, in the end, it/hallbr^ak infnecesand 
covfume all the kingdoms of this world; imi 
jkali fill the whole earthy and^fidTidfof evii^. 

The kingdom of God is righieoufnefs, ^e. 
for grace reigns through righteoufnefs* Alf 
it concerns us to know in religion, is com- 
prifed in the brief qoeftion, whai is iruth? 
or, zvhat is righteou/hefs? And the anfwei* is 
cquaMy brief, the kingdom of God^^^the king- 
dom of heaven. 

Ix. is obferved of AbeLand of his works, 
thac they were righteous ; and of Noah, that 
he was a preacher of righteoufnefs. Thcfe 
obfervatit>ns in the New Teftanffent, are evi- 
dently made upon the fafts recorded in tke 
Old, which are few, and moll plain. For 
an eleft eftablilhmertt, believed and confefs- 
cd, in an offering brought unte the Lord, of 
the lamb of facrifice, is all that is recorded 
onr the divine page, of the works of the righ- 
teous Abel; and which gives him the cha- 
ra6ler. 

And the fa6l refpeding Noah's being righ- 
teous, arid his preaching righteoufnefs, is c^ 
qually fimple ; for the faith^ or truth, con- 
cerning an ele6t eftabliftiment, which, ito ef- 
fcft, muft diflblve the natural world, was the 
righteoufnefs found of God in hhn ; and his 
^xpreffing this, by preparing an ark, was the 
j^reaching' of righteoufnefs, /m which hi con^ 
deiTined the World. 1 his is all that is record- 
ed of the preaching of Noah ; and it is faid 
cxprefsly, that it was in this way that Noah 
preached of righteoufnefs,. to the cenvitlioi* 
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lO^tm'iS^ ungodly ii»eh. By faith Nmh^ be- 
h^ warned tf God of things not Jkcn as yet, 
9moed wi^. fMr, prepared .un mk to tJie 
Jkving^ of his koufe; by the which A^ con- 
demned th^ world, and became heir of the. 
righteoufnefs whieh is by faith. 

If it be aflicd^ why ihe eleft eft^blilhtnentgr 
together with thefe e^udenoes which reJaw, 
to it, is called righteoufnefs ? The anfwer i&; 
^lain— it is far the fame reafoB that tjhe fub^ 
tlance of things hoped for, together with the 
evidence of things not feen, is called faith^- 
viz. That Chrift's engagement m eternity to 
perform tlie work of ^ redemption; together 
with Iws coining forward, in time, to Uy 
d^wn his life^ th^t he might take it againi 
Wid& fo< Im.the foundation af the eX^Q, world, 
was ^tk aft of covmant ^Mafenc^, and anfwerr 
ed tothe n^^ of the iifmnc mil;, and therefore, 
with the gr^teft propriety, the eleft founda- , 
ti'on, together with the whole fuperftru£lure 
belonging to it, is called ri^ht^ufnefs-^ii \% 
everlajiinj^ rightcoufneis, , , 



Seftion 9, The Deluge. 

According to the theory, we have feen a 
caufe'exifting in the creation, which eventu- 
filly rauft dilfolve the natural frame of the 
world. This caufe we have feen gaining 
(Irengtti, and giving varicxis fare indications 
of the approach of the folemn event* 
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Moreover, from the pecuHar con(bru&soft 
of this firft world; it is apparent, tbu rheiiHI^ 
dreadful cataftrophe would be by a dekgo^ 
of waters. For tne expanding power a[ tne 
creative operation bemg, to a certain degree, 
weakened, the waters above the firmament 
would return towards ihofe from which, . bjf 
that povrer, they wei:e originally divided^ 
and, by the fame caufe, the waters benrath*^ 
would twell, and flow over their natural 
bounds. This fwelling of tlie fubterraneous 
waters, requires an explanatiocHr-our theory , 
pfiers the foUowing. 

Though, as has been feid, the fprangling. 
motion of the fluid would not reach the cen* 
tre of the globe ; yet it is not fuppofed that 
the fluid iifeH> >n this dire^ion, would no6. 
approach there ; on the comrany, .rouft we 
not conclude, from it^ ail commanding pow* 
er, that it would tdce full pofleffion o^ the* 
centre; and there attraft to itfelf, or rather, 
be united and CQmprtJJisd bj' its expanding 
power, with fuch a prodigious force, as w;ould 
puoy up the waters and heavieft bodies ?— 
This denfity, or compreflion of the fluid at 
the centre, i? what was intended by the ob- 
fervation, page 180, that the obftruBion^ from 
whence anfes the.fpranglingdf the fluid, w^, 
b€ chiejiy from itjclj\ heing.to^ muck ctmprejed 
by converging to a centre. ^ 

It is evident, that thi^t fluid, in itiexpand^ 
ing direiSion, towards the centre,^Would car- 
ry in its currjfent all the water-s, or vapours^ 
until us fx^rce began to abate by its, compref^. 
fion, And, is it not alfo cvifjent,lhat an^?|fr 
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tic fluid moving in this manner, with fuch 
fti^ngth as we'know this fluid moves, wouUI 
at the centre become fo comprefled, as to ren-i 
cjer buoyant the greateft conceivable weight? 
If fo, this conclufion follows, that the whole 
regipn occqpkd by the air, earth and waters, 
in the firft world, was between theppintSj^, 
where the commanding fkid, expandmg to* 
ward the centre, began to be comprefled, an4 
where the whole becamfe buoyant by the 
greater degrees of this comprefiioa. 

The fwelling and rocking of feas, and the 
tjndtilatory motionsof the earth from a (hock 
ai the earthquake^ feem to indicate fome- 
tbing of this nature in the prefent flate of 
the world, and that they lie upon an elaftic 
fiuid. How elfe can it be explained, that the- 
fiea will fometim.es fwell and roll to the great-, 
^t height when there is no ftprpn, and none 
has imsmediately preceded? Thefe fweliing& 
cAen begin in the moft perfeft calm ; a ftorm 
ise«>c6iedto fucceed; but, inftead of in-, 
creafing, k is often found, even in the height, 
of the gale, that the fwelling ha3 abated. 

But Ihould not the known powers of ther 
eleflrical fluid, its attraflion to itfelf, the ve-. 
hemence of its motion, and its a lafticity,. to- 
gether with other phenomena of nature, be^ 
ihoujght fufficient to afford the concIufion„ 
that It poflefles wholly the centre of the earth ;, 
ftill it muft be concluded thai vail quantities, 
of this, fluid aie contained within the globe^ 
and in fo comprefled a (late, as to be able to> 
command the waters. In earthquakes, thise^ 
le9^^t ieS known to be difcharged from ths^ 
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earth in great quantities; the vapoftirsiffuing 
flrbm the earth, at fuch a timfe, are often hi 
fo great a degree eleftrie, as to have the ap- 
pearance of a flame of fire ; and the waters^ 
thereby, as at the time of the late great earthV 
quake At Qdito, in South America, have been' 
oaufed to How far above the natural fprings, 
stnd much of the cbuhtry, ir> this manper, has 
been overflowed. 

I think it beyond all doubt, that the caufe 
of the earthquake is the fame thing in nature, 
as that of thunder. A portion of the cleftrical 
fluid being fuddenly tet oS from the cloud, 
the remainder, recoiling to reftore its equili- 
brium, caufes the concuflion of the cloud; 
whilfl the part let off, in its courfe to other 
dloiids, or to the earth, produces thpfe (hocks 
and other effefts of thunder, which we ob* 
ferve in the air, and upon bodies near the 
furface of the earth. In like manner, a por- 
tidn of this fluid being let off from its great 
magazines within the earth, what refnaini; 
will fuddenly recoil and produce' a fhock 
there, jbroportionably great to the quantky 
of the fluid feparated ; and which feparated 
part, in its courfe through the waters, earth 
and air, may naturally be fuppofed to pro- 
duce all the eflfefts of the earthquake, observ- 
ed, in a greater or lefs degree, to accompany 
the thock. 

It is evident, therefore, upon the ground 
of the mofl: eftablifhed fa^ relative to this 
fubjeft, that the expanding force of the fluid 
Ixing weakened, and its eompreffion within 
the earth abaced, thofe vaft magazines wouM 
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llilace and occupy more fpace, and, confe- 
quently, the waters muft rife, proportionabl}^ 
above their ufual level. Indeed, had not tne 
world been fo conftruBed, that its waters 
fhould be thrown upon the earth by the fame 
caufe with that of its undergoing fuch an uni^^ 
t^erfal Ihock, and change of its form, it mutt 
liave iniiantly been dSeluged with fire ; for, 
otherwife, it cannot be conceived of, that fa 
-^reat and univerfati a concuflion ttipuld take 
place, as the earth at forae period has; raani** 
feftly undergone, and it not, thereby, be kin- 
dled into a meking flame* 

Buty though the natural caufe of the flood 
be left out of view. Hill the event anfwers 
perfedly to the divine theory ; for the world, 
at firfl:, being conftrufted of • water, and by 
water, tlie prevailing power of the eleft efta- 
blifliment, by diffolving that frame of the 
Svorld, muft, of courfe, bring the flood of wa- 
ters upon the earth. The flood came, and, a^ 
the natural power, whatever it be, continued 
to weaken, fo it continued to rain, and the 
w-aters prevailed and increafed upon the 
earth, v/hich was for forty days and forty 
nights. And allficfh died ikat moved upon ihs 
.tartk, both of fowl, and of cattle, and ofbenji^ 
'and every creeping Uwig that creepeth upoi% 
:the earth, am.d every, man. All in wkofe nojirils 
-was the breath of life, of all tliai was in the dry 
land died. And every living fubjlance was de^ , 
ftroyed which was upon the face of the ground^ 
botli "niaa and cattle, and the creeping things, 
.and the jowl of the heaven ; and they were de^ 
Jlroyed from tlu eajlh: and Noah only re^ 
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midned alive, and th^ that were mCk him iiA 
the arA. 

The pouripif out of the waters from the 
ikies, and the breaking up of the fountains 
of the great deep, by reafon of the pioftratiou 
of the ftrength of nature^ (which ftate of 
wcakpefs and diforder, though it came! to its 
height in forty days, continued an hiindred 
-and fifty days,) io broke up and decaohlhcd 
the frame of the globe, that nothing remain- 
ed but the ruins of a world. — ^It is faid, the 
world that then was ierijhed. Of this truths 
the face of the whole earth bears to us the 
moft ample tcftimony^ 



Seflion 10. The Waters (ijjxjoaged. 

But God remenibered Noah, and every Im 
ing things and all the cattle that was mth hm 
in the ark : and God Made a wind to pajs over 
the earth, and the zaaters ajjwagtd. This wind 
was a new impulfe given to the expanding 
power, or rather the recovery of its natural 
motion by the obftruftion bemg removed. 

Our theory^ as to the firfl world, leads us 
.to conceive of one wind palling over the 
earth, ever in the direftion in which the 
fpheres roll j and of its being in every refpeft 
unifomv and without any ob(tru61ion. It is 
true, in this cafe, there would be tio clouds 
with rain; for it is evident, that clouds of 
rain are formed by obftruHed winds. Baf 
Ibme have been led to fuppofe, from the 
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ferripture account, that this was the circum- 
fiance of that world. Mofes, after his ac- 
eoant of the creation, noticing exprefsly how 
the earth was watered, mentions a mijt from 
the earth; and alfo a river that went out of 
Kden^to water the ^cfrdert', atid that from thence 
it was parted, and branched out into various 
cduntries; but makes no mention of there 
being clouds or rain ; or rather, as fome fup* 
pbfe, he defigned to exprefs the contrary, by 
lay^ing, The Lord God had not caufed it td 
rain upon the earth. Gen. ii. v. LSec Dr. 
Burnet's. Theory of the World.] 

Befides, muil it not be concluded, as thii 
rainbow is a token that the flood fhould not 
be repeated, that it had not before been feen ? 
The figns and tokens that God has fet to \i\% 
covenants, are all natural, and iri themfelvc^^ 
expreffive. But were there before the flood 
elouds of rain^ as there now are, the rainbow 
had furely then apnearcd ; artd if fo, how 
can it now be conndered as a natural token, 
that the waters of the flood fliall not return 
ODudeftroy the earth, 

- This, however, is vet-y different from th^ 
torefcnt ttate of things. Ancient aftrdiiomers 
rop^trfesd that two winds were ever held oveir 
uhe earthy afting Upon each other in an equi* 
libriifm, or alternately prevailing — thefe were 
t&nfidered diftinftly, ohe as bemg the tn^in 
power, and the other, as the governmental or 
balance po^er. Is not a fentiriient like this 
expreflra by Agdr, Prov* xxx. 4. Who hath 
gathered the wind in hisjtfls? By the foU 
iawiiaig exprcfSoii, it may be obferved, that 
Y y 
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the fubjeft which here fixed the mind of A-* 
gur, was that of the expanding power ; of 
the oppefation and efied of wnich, his ex** 
pre{rK)n is the moft^ natural and beailtifb}, 
whokvtk bound the waters in a garment?- 

We are noyr to contemplate, more di- 
flinftly, the great myftery of God in thef 
i4rcAan^^/-Exnibition, or that of a world 
fubfifting by the agency of two powers €^- 
ing againft each other. In doing this, we 
may be aflifted by the inibired account giv- 
en of the manner in which the waters of the 
flood returned from off the earth, viz. Going 
and retitrningf or ebbing and flowing. We 
have feen the power of the eleft-eftablifli- 
itaem fo prevailing,, as to render the natural^ 

})ower incapable of binding the waters ; and 
b, cohfequently, thedeftrufclionof the worW. 
And though, at the end of an hundred and 
fifty days, the oppofing power was fo far with- 
drawn, as to give the natural power nKuion; 
ftill, by the motion of the waters g-(wn^ oiai 
TeiWTtingf we perceive fuch an exercifc of 
this power, as, by governing and controHog 
the natural principle^ to become itfclf a con- 
ftituent principle of the new world. 

Here, then, we have explained the going, 
and returning of the winds, the ebbing and 
flowing of the feas^and the waxing and want- 
ing of all the afiairs of this world. Tide 
chafa£ierizes all prefent things-^it has, with 
great propriety, become another name for 
time, as expreffiveof the changeful courfcof 
the prefent world. Alfo, we haye here ex- 
jrfaiaed, thtti view of the divine governHactt» 
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ovar this world, which is conftantly exhibit.- 
ed, both in providence and in the fcriptures; 
and which nas prefcnted to many fearching 
minds, To great a difficulty, and fo often has 
defeated the calculations of the wife and pru- 
dent, viz. That events are feen to take plac$ 
indir^ftly, and, as it were, by the overruling 
and controling of what n^ight be confiderea 
their natural courfe. 

Why is the eafl wind the blaft of nature? 
Doubtlefs, the word W^, originally, meant 
this wind. Why is the agency of the caft 
^ind, fo often known in providence, and fo 
frequently referred to in the fcriptures, in th^ 
great and folemn work of judgment^ where? 
by Zion is redeemed? What inftrufHon is 
afforded to us, by its being recorded of the 
dividing of the Red Sea, that the Lord caus- 
ed the lea to go back, by afirong eajt roindP 
Why, we a(k, is the eaft wind here fpoken 
of as the agent of God, in thus counterafting 
nature ; apd as explaiining the operation of 
divine power in this myraclc ? And why, in 
the addrefs in the fong of Mofes to the angel 
of the Lord, is this wind particularized as 
his wind ? Thou didfi bloxo with thy xmnd.^^ 
Why went there forth a wind from the Lord 
to bring the au^ils into the camp af Ifrael ? 
which alfo, Plal, l^xviii. 26, is chilled an eafl; 
wind. And why, alfo, to accprnplilh this 
event, are we informed of a wind coming 
back in another dtref^ion? Why are the 
judgments of God, of every kind, ufu^lly 
^afcribed to the influence of the eaft wind? 
Kate the folio wing paffages ;^— Pharaoh 
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dreamed. And bthold^feven earstdthercd, ikin^^ 
and blafted with the call wind. Gen. xlr.^, — 
And Mofesjiretchcdjorthhis rod over the land 
of Egypt, and the Lord brought an eajl wind up^ 
an me land all that day\ and all that night :. 
and when it was morning, the eaft wind 
brought the locufts. Exod. x. 13. The rich, 
nianjhall lie down, but hcJhaU not be gather- 
ed : he openeth his eyes, and he is not. Ter^ 
rors take hold on him as waters, a tempejl 
^ealeth him away in the night. The eail wind 
carrieth hira away. Job xxvii. 19 — 21.— 
Thou breakejl the Jhips of TarjLi/h .with ar^ 
eaft wind. Pfal.xlviii. 7. — Iwillfcatterthem^ 
as with an ?aft wind. Jerem. xviii* 17, — ' 
Yea, behold, being planted, Jhall itprojper?. 
^all it not utterly wither, when the eaft wind 
toucheth it?. Ezek. xvii, jo. — But JJie was 
flunked up in fury, Jlie was cajl doxm to the^ 
ground, and the eaft wind dried up her fruit. 
Ezek. xix, 1 2. — Thy rozuers have brought thee 
into great waters: the eaft wind hath broken^ 
thee in the midft of the feas, JE^ek. xxvii. 
26. — Though he be Jruitful among his bretlh 
ren, an eaft v^'m^Jliail come, the wind of the 
Lord fhall come up from the wildernefs, flni 
his Spring Jhall become diy, and his fountain 
Jhall be dried up ; he Jhall Jpoil the trcafuretf 
all pleajani vcjjels. Hof. xiii. i5,— Here a* 
gain the eaft wind i^ diftinguift*ed as the wind 
of the Lord; and, by comparing this with 
Job i. 19, it appears that it was this faroe 
wind of the V^oxd^jrom thewildtxnejs, which 
fmoie the houfe and flew Job's children. — 
^gain, God prepared a \t\\cmtnt eaft wind; 



Digitized by 



Google 



Waters asswaged. 357 

fiind ihefuTLbtat^u^honthe head of Jonah, that 
M/ainted. Jonah iv. 8- — Theyjkall come all 
jfor violence ; their faces Jlialtf up up as the eafi 
xuind. HabaL i. 9, — Is there not before us, 
in the viewof thearchangel-eftabli(hment,an 
anfwer tx) all this ? 

Moreover, we have here explained the docr 
trine brought into view by theapoilie, Rom* 
\iiuo{ the creature, or natural world, being 
fubjefted to vanity, or to the bondage of cor- 
jruption, and not having its free exercife ; but 
that this is done, for the fame reafon of fubr 
je£lion, whence is the gofpel hope, — By the 
^eluge, the earth was indeed made fubjeft to 
vanity and corruption; and, emerging from 
the waters, it groanelh and traveUeih in pain 
until now; and it difcovers itfelfftill bound 
by that power; and, by its flruggling and 
groaning, that it is ftill wrejiling with the an- 
gel^ that its baptifm is unto death, and that, 
one day all that belongs to thefiril creation, 
^nd remains of the life of nature, muft, from 
this caufe,* expire. — But, by tracing up thii 
ftate of bondage and corruption of the creat 
ture, in the light of truth, to the ele6l efta- 
bliftiment, and the redeniption law, we fee 
the world, hereby, coming into 'union with 
its fuffering RedeeiTier ; and that, through 
this bondage pf corruption, there is hope, the 
only hope, ^ytn the,fame for which the fons 
pi God are Wjaiting, th^ hop^ of the refurrecr 
tion 'and eterfuU life. 

' And, finally, from this flate of the world, 
ve arc led to contemplate a deluge of fire, a$ 
ihe clofing up of the wonderful icene. The 
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angelic power is ever reprefented to us a$l»F^ 
ing fire. — -It is faid of the miniftering angela 
ofChrift, that he maketh them ajhme of fires 
and they are named feraphim, bumerj.^*- 
A flaming fword was the firft appearance in 
our world of this power.^~ Daniel behekitbc 
throne of Chrift in the midft of thoufancl 
thoufand, and ten thoufand times ten thoui 
fandof his angels; which throne was Jike the 
fiery flame, and his wheels burning fire. This 
muft mean the efl&blifhment and power of 
the eleft angelic kingdom^ Moreover, he faw 
a fiery flream ilFue^and come forth from be- 
fore him ; this, doubtlcfs, was the fame ap- 
pearance which Mofes called a^amtvgjivortt. 
The angel that fpake unto Mofes at Horeb, 
appeared in a flame of fire out of the midft 
of a bufh; and the law ordained by angeli 
was a fiery law, and it was given forth from 
the mount that burned with fire, even from 
the midfl of the fire. — The angel, alfo, that 
talked with Manoah, afcended to^ heaves ia 
the flame of the altar* and it may be notic- 
ed, that the flame of the altar ever fignified 
the angelic difpofition, which we have ftiewn 
to be founded in the facrifice of the everlaft- 
ing covenant. As the Lord's hofl:, the angeh 
were feen like chariots of fire, and horfes of 
fire; and, as the attendants in his court, they 
were beheld with countenances as the light, 
ping; and the Lord has ever appeared i^ 
inong thenri the farn^ as at mount Sipai. 

The (hekinah, in leading the camp of Ifirad 
out of Egypt, on the weft fide, was a watery 
cloud, but, on the eaft fide, it was a- pillar cw 



Digitized by 



Google 



Covenant with NdAH. 35^ 

fe*; tMs^ gives us a view of the archangel^ 
(^ibition, and of the conftitution of the 
vnorld, according to Chrift's mediate ftate.— « 
The prefent world may be viewed as being 
linder this bapti2ling doud, as it were, be- 
tween the two pillars, baptized alreadv with 
the ikilughig -waters, and waiting tne ap- 
proach of tne pillar of fire, which, in the 
Icripturet, is often called ^A^^i^ry of the Lord; 
which baptifm, will finifti the ftate of the 
bondage and corruption of the creature; 
whence, by the power of fovereign grace, ac- 
cording to the pattern given in the redemp* 
tipn ofthofe wno have the firft fruits of the 
Spirit, tke whole creatum, as a brand pLuckt 
imt of the Jire^ Ihall be delivered and reltored. 
It is well know ih^tjlame exifts by a^mo- 
lion of the eleSlrical fluid meeting refiftance 
from another and oppofite motion ; when^ 
tiierefore, this angelic power, of the ading 
of which we have daily indications, (hall 
€ome againft.the courfe of nature with its 
whole ftrength, it will neceflarily produce 
ft ihock that mud fet all on flame^ 



Se£liori II, The Covenant with Noah. 

: The world being thus arretted, overcome^ 
ind brought into fubjc6lion under the bon- 
dage of cJorrufKion, by the power of the re- 
demption law; which being tne principle of a 
ijovenant, and, in Chrift, the fource of all 
grsice J according to the theory^ we «ow look 
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for the appearing of the grace of GrOfll; indie 
mod exprefs covenant tranfaftions,— Tbefi?;- 
we find clearly exhibited on the divine. pag^. 
And firtt, by thia operation, the cr^Emire is 
brought to yield fubmiffively to God ; andr 
through Noah^ as the head of firft organ aB 
the fubjeSed world under Chrift, its fubmiC- 
fion is mod folemnly and explicitiy offeied tO" 
the Lord, to whom it was found that judge- 
ment belonged. 

And notwithftanding this law of the eter* 
nal God was nothing lefs than the fentener 
of death, and its eftabliOiment wa^ felt to pof^^ 
fefs a fword of judgment, which already nad 
given an incurable wound, and was prepare* 
ed to repeat the ftroke; the facrifice, by No- 
ah, of every clean bead and fowl, was the 
mod folemn and explicit a^ of fubmiifion t(r 
it, as being holy, jufl: and good; fuch is the 
power and gracious effeft of the redemption* 
difcipline. 

Tnis fubmiffion being wrought in the crea'*^ 
ture^andin this way exprefTed.itisgraciouf- 
ly accepted of God ; t/u Lord/milled afmet 
Javour; for this free fubmiffion refpeflcd the 
Tame will or law of God, that Chrift confent- 
ed to from everlafting; but what was infin* 
itely more to its advantage, was the manner 
in which it was offered, viz. by a facrificti 
which refpefted and brought into view the 
obedience of Chrift ; it was offered under hinai 
and in union with him; yea, he, asconfeot- 
ing to the divine will, appeared in the offer- 
ing, therefore God was ptcdtkd,weUplenfed;: 
and that he might be gracious foif his hame'^ 
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fake, he eftablifhed this his cverlafting^ tove- 
nant with Noah and his Tons, and with their 
feed after them; and with every living crea- 
ture, of the fowl, of the cattle, and of every 
beaft of the earth, that was with Noah in the 
krk, and with all that fiiouid be of them, that 
all flefti ihould not any more be cut off by 
the waters of a flood, neither ihould there 
ftny more be a flood to deftfoy the earth.— ^ 
Thus, in fubmiffion to God, and an acknow- 
ledgment of the forfeit of life, and flying to 
the blood of the everlafting covenant, the 
treature found refuge from the waters of th6 
flood, in that fame redempiion-law, and in- 
ftitutidn of judgment, which had brought 
Ihem upon the earth. 

The covenant being thus eftabliftied, is uri- 
changeable, and its protnifes are, yea, and a- 
men; for the Conditions all rafting with Chriftj^ 
tlie truth which enlures the performance of 
iall, is eflential to the divine exiRence; that 
power of his, which had fubjeded the world, 
was proved fufficient to hold it in fubjeft-^ 
ion; and thd gracious operation, which had 
Wrought fuch a free fubmiflion to the divine 
will in Noah^ was fliewn to be all-fufficient 
to make willing a people to bear his name in 
every age of the world.— -Moreover^ thejpow- 
tr that could do this, could alfo cutoff and 
confume from the earth all thofe who fliould 
be found unwilling to fubmit, and fliould re- 
main unreconciled and oppofed to his name 
ftnd authority ; and his faithfulnefs to exert 
this his arcnangel-power, according to that 

Z z 
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covenant which is its eternal fource, could 
not fa.il. 

Therefore God faid, the groand (hould not 
again be curfed, hecaufe of the works of men ^ 
Ahhouffh, indeed, the foul of man, through- 
out, be folicitoufly bent upon the evil things all 
living flefh (hould not again be fmitten.— 
All the days of the earthy feed time and haroeft^ 
cold and beat ^fummer and winter^ day and night f 
jhould not ceafe. 



Se6lion 12. The Rainbow. 

And the Lard God faid unto Noah, this is the 
token of the covenant ^ which I have eJi(J}lifhei 
between me and y our s^ as the charter of all liv* 
ingfejh', and which jhall be withyoursfor per^ 
petual generations I Idofet my bow in the cloudy 
and it Jhall be for a token of the covenant bt^ 
tween me find the earih. And it /hall come to 
pafSf 'when I bring a chud over the earth, that 
the bow Jhall be feen in the cloud: And I will 
remembir my covenant, which is as the charter 
of me and yours y and of all living fejh ; and the 
wafers Jhall no more become a floods fo as to de* 
froyalljlejh. 

This is the mofl: explreflive fign or token of 
the power and grace of the world to come, 
in relation to the conftitution and ffate of the 
prefent world. — It (hows, at once, the divid* 
ing and the linhir^g line of mercy and truth, 
of righteoufnefs and peace; for, whilft the 
peculiar conftitution arrd frameof this world 
IS exhibited to the eye, a view, alfo, is here- 
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by given of the power and grace of the world 
to come/ as prevailing over all.— This will 
be perceived, by obferving the circumftan- 
ces in which the bow appears itt the cloud. 

The fingle and widely difFufed cloud/from 
\vhich the rains fall gently, and without tem- 
ped, (which circumftance of the cloud indi- 
cates the more general tranquillity of the 
winds) does not (how the rainbow; for, fuch 
refleftions of light, as give to the eye the ap- 
pearance of the bow m the cloud, require 
that %ht waters diftilling from the cloud 
fhould defcend to the earth in a bowing or 
circular form, which requires the agency of 
oppofing winds. In mills, or particles of wa- 
ter, not moving in a circular diredion, there 
is not this appearance; The circular form of 
the vapours which exhibits this appearance, 
may often be obferved in the Jpray of a wa- 
ter-wheel going with the wind of the wheel 
againft the natural current of the air. But, * 
in the folded and thickly condenfed cloud, 
from which the rains fall with violence and 
tempeft, (which ftate of the cloud Ihews the 
preffure and conflift of oppofing winds) the 
bow is feen ; which, therefore, betokens clear- 
ly the peculiar ftate of this world, as fublill- 
ingby two powers afting againft each other. 

Again, it may be obferved that this cloud, 
by an eftablilhed caufe, is fo circumfcribed 
in widtJi, that it muft foon pafs over; for,' 
the preffure by which it is formed exifts evi- 
dently between two tides; 1 mean the tides 
of ebb and of flood, which are known to be 
the (ame in the air as ip water. The moft ex- . 
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tenfive cloud of this kind, whkh I have:fiteii^ 

pftfled over in lefs time than fix hours^ • 

Moreover, it may be pbferved, that however 
great is the conflift, the wefiern .or lair wiadt 
ever prevails* If the bow appears in the mor- 
ning, the cloud being weft, the wind is bank- 
ing it from the eaft ; but the cloud paffing 
over in its tide, the wind Changes; ^ndv^ix 
the bow appears in the cloud, that has pafl^ 
ed over, the wind is ever weft.— In this caft- 
em pofition of the cloud is the nMrft com*- 
mon, and always the brighteil appc^p^mce of^ 
the bow ; for, as the wind which follows is 
the ttrongeft, the cloud, being driven before 
it, becomes on this fide the moft comprefled. 

The watery and fiery colours of the bow, 
their relative inWard and outward fituation, 
and many other circumftances of this tokea 
of the covenant, might be pointed out as. 
fhowing the fearful and wonderful frame of 
the prefent world. But enough, perhaps, has 
been remarked to fbew how exprefsly the 
bow, in relation to thefe pavilions of the 
Lord of Hofts, the dark waters and thick < 
clouds of the JkieSi and t6e bright nejs beft^re. 
him from whtcb coals of fire are kindled^ pro- 
claims the true condition of the prefent world, 
as being conftituted according to the archan- 
gel-ftate of the everlafting covenant. 

But, as in relation to natural things, whilft 
the dark waters and thick clouds of the Jkier* 
are on the one fide of the bow, the fun and 
clear heaven are on the other; fo alfo, in. 
the view of it§. being a token of the cove- 
nuat, the clouds and rains, and fwelling wa» 
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ttKoftrtbulatian, through which kwroushi: 
the redemption-work, appear on the one fiaej 
l>ut the kingdom, the glorious leward of that 
work, according to the divine will, isieenon 
the other. — The bow in the cloud, in many 
refpefts, is fignificant of the miniftration of 
the Spirit, and accords with the token of the 
covenant given to the church in go/pel hap- 
tifntn — In confidering the fubje^l in ibis view, 
we have the warrant of St. John, who, der 
fcribing the gofpel kingdom, lays. Rev, iv. 3. 
A rainbow was round about the throne. 

Our theory, according to the divine prin- 
ciple, offers to view two diftinft baptifms, viz* 
One, in the deep; the other, far above it. — 
The baptifm, a;s under the requirement of the 
divine will, of humiliaiion and fuffering unto 
death; and the baptifm, by the expreffion of 
the divine favour, and the beflowment of the 
promifed reward, in the gift and grace of the 
Holy Ghoft. 1 hefe baptifms, though they 
be infeparably connefted in the divine will, 
and belong both to the redemption-covenant^ 
are ftill widely different things. And it will 
be recollefted, that the flate of humiliation 
and trial of Chrift and his people, wherein 
the heir differeth nothing from ajervant, tho" 
he be Lord of ail; is often referred to in the 
Jcriptures, as' being a baptifm. But Jefus 
anfwered andfaid, ye know not what ye ajk^ 
Art ye able to drink of the cup that I drink 
of, and to be haptiftd xdth the baptifm that I 
am baptized with? They fay unto bim, we are 
able. And he faith unto ihem^ yejhall drink 
indeed of my cv,p^ and be baptized with th^> 
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haptifm that lam baptized with : but to Jit on 
my right hand' and on my left, is rwt mine to 
gtve^ but itjhall be given to them for uhorn it 
IS prepared of my Father. Matt. xx. 22, 23. 
/ have a baptifm to be baptized zuith, and hozd 
am IJlraitened till it be accomplifhed. Luke 
xii. 50. We are buried with him by baptifnt 
into death. Rom. vi. 4,— This baptifm, irt 
relation to the bonds of the law, and the rc- 
demption-difcipline, though it be abfolutely 
neceflary to our falvaiidn, and is includecl 
in the holy purpofe of God in Chrift, is ftiH 
widely different, and, in the fcriptures, is 
clearly diilinguifhed from the baptifm^of the 
Holv Ghoft — which baptifm charadefizes 
didinftly the gofpel difpenfation, as, there- 
by, we receive power to become the Tons of 
God, and are made partakers of the eameftd 
and fruits of glory. Thus, it is faid, Afts i. 
3 — 5. To whom atfo hi Jhezoed himfelf alivi 
after his pajfion^ by many infallible proofs^ 
being feen of themjorty days, andfpeaking cf 
the things pertaining to the kingdom of God: 
And being ajjembled together with them, covu 
manded them that they fhould not depart from 
Jerufalem.^ but wait for the promife of the 
Father, which, /aith he, ye have ht^xd of rnt. 
For John truly baptized with water ; but ye 
Jhall be baptized with the Holy Ghoft, ru}t 
many days hence. Alfo A6ls xiii. 24. Joknftrfi 
preached before his coming, the baptifm of re- 
pentance to ail the people of IfraeL Again, Afts 
xviii. 24 — 26. Arid a certain Jew named Apot^ 
los, born at Alexandria, an eloguerit man, €Lnd 
mighty in the fcriptures, cauie to EpAefuf^ 
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Tkis^ man xvas inftrufted in the way of the 
Lord; and being fervent in thefpirit, he f pake 
and taught diligently the things of the Lord, 
knowing only the baptifm of John. And he 
kegan to f peak boldly inthefynagogi^. Whom 
when AquilaandPrifciilahad heard, they took 
himuntothtmj and expoundeduntohim the way 
of God MOXE PERTECTLY. Apollos, bcfore 
he Wias met by thefe difciples of Paul, was 
inft rafted in the way of the Lord; i. e. The 
Lord Jefus; and he appears to have well un- 
defftood the whole fyftem coneernrng Chrift, 
as antecedent to the gtft of the Holy Gho/i; 
to: which matter our baptifm moft indifputa- 
bly relates, together with all thd diftinguifli* 
ing glories of the gofpcl church. 
• And again, it is faid, A6ls xix. 1—6. And 
it came to pafs^ that while Apollos was at Co^ 
rinth, Paul, having paffed through the upper 
toafls, came to Ephefas: and finding certain 
difciples^ He faid unto them^ have ye received 
the Hofy Ghojijinceye believed? And they faid 
unto him. We have notfo much as hfard whe- 
ther there be any Holy Ghoft. And he faid 
unto them, unto what then were ye baptized? 
And they faid, unto^ John's baptifm. Then 
faid Paul, John verily baptized with the bap- 
tifm of repentance, faying unto the people, 
that theyjhould believe on him which fhould 
come after him, that is, on Chrifi Jefus, When 
they heard this, they were baptized in the name 
^fthe Lord Jefus. And when Paul had laid 
his hands upon them, t/ieMoly Ghojl came on 
them ; and they f pake with torigucs^ and pro^ 
ph(Jicd. 



Digitized by 



Google 



blVlNE ThE9RY. 

It appears, therefore, both from the xtiito^ 
ry and the fcriptures, that, from the do^ruid 
of Chrift, in relation to diftinQ: parts of thii 
divine will, there arifes two baptifms ; whidi 
twofold nature and operation of tht holy 
do6lrine, may explain the maaner of expoes^ 
fion ufed by the apoftle. Hebrews vi. i, 2» 
Therefore^ leaving the doBrincoftht beginmrtg 
tfChriJly Let us go on to the perftQ, end ; not 
taymg agoM tk&foundation of repentance from 
dead works ^ Of the do£irine t/li aftishs, &c1 

The baptifm, as under the bond of the co* 
venant^ or the fermce-work and forfeitime of 
the law, is ever reprefented, by dark and 
tern peftuous* clouds, with their fiood-canfing 
rains ; by the waters of the river y firong and 
many ; and by the fwelling and rolling of the 
deep ; or, as being a, cup of forrows, an im* 
merfion, a burial, &c. But, according to 
the promife of the Father, and the graces 
of the kingdom of heaven, the baptifm of the 
Holy Ghoil is reprefented by the pourings 
dropping, or fprinkling of waters ; by a r€^ 
fre/hing rain, and the waters of Shiloah thai 
' i^f^/^^y y ^^ ^^ being an influence from hea^ 
ven, kind jind gentle. As the dew of Herman^ 
that defcended upon the mountains of Zian^ 
where the Lord conmianded the bUfftng^ eiie% 
life for evermore. 

And as there are, fubftamially, two bap-^ 
tifras, differing fo much the one from the 04 
ther; fo likewife, there are two baptifmai 
figns, which agree with, and in the moll ex- 
act and ilr iking manner, reprcfent and fhew 
forth the great and (olemn things thereb/ 
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l%nffi€d'-^tRe one of which, in relation to tlii^ 
humiliation and ftifFering of Chrift, i^; as it 
were, a ffign frcirri the tleejj beneath ; and the 
other, in rclatioti to his exaltation and glo- 
wy, is a fign as from hfeaven abdve. All the 
JTi^s and tokens of the covenant, have a 
J^lairt rdatidri to one or both^ of thefe dis-" 
tinftpirtsbf the divine will; 3rid,cbnfide red 
feparatcly; they are all calculated td exprefs 
ikid (hew forth, in the moft irtstrufitive and 
fcnfible, inartner, the different piarts; and; 
takeri together; they exhibit^ in the strongest 
Sind riiost itatnral view, the tuhok of the di* 
viiic theory. , Ifaiah^ with the glorious truth 
0f Imrnhmil in view; and with evident re- 
gard to thefe states of huniiliatioti and exal^ 
fatiori, dr to his^ defcertding and ^fcendingj^ 
ifpakc utitd Ahaz, faying, ^ thee ajign of 
the Lord thy God; <hjk it either in the depth y or 
in the height dboxre. Ifki^ vii. ii: Seethe 
tonneaioii. , . 

.Thfe first ligii dr token of this minis ttatioii 
bf €Kr^t, ast frorri Bis thi-one atbdve; or of 
ttie niiriistratidri of the fpii-it throagh righte-^ 
^ufnefs; wa^ given in the riiribaw; atrid \t 
inay ju^ly be confidered as one of the clear- 
est tokens of the NcW Te^tairieiit e^ftatblifhr 
Went, which Has ever existed. For this is d$ 
the ttidiei's of Noah lintoinet for ds I have 
fwofri; thdt the water i df Nodhjhonld iibhiore. 
g^ m>it the tarth; fv have 1 fwdrni that I 
tJoiUdndt be rbrdth rbith-thke^ nor rebuke thee: 
For the ntduTUdins /hall depart, and the hills 
hi removed; biit my h'ndne/s fhall not depart 
froirt thee^ neither Jhcdl the covenant of rrky 
A a * 
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peace be removed^ faith the Lord that kisdk 
mercy on thee. Ifai. liv. 9, 10* As the wau^ 
ters of Noah, by the word and pronfiifc of 
God, folemnly tatificd by the bow in the 
cloud, were interdiftcd from ever again go» 
ing over the earth; in like manner^ the tri- 
bulations and distrefles, which are now flow* 
ing in and deluging the church, (hall focm 
ebb away and retire to the dark abyfs — itd 
by the covenant of peace, and the fipi<rf 
the Son of Man, which will then appear,^ 
thde great waters, like thofe of the .floods 
fliall be bound in their place^ and fliall nev- 
er, never more return. 

The rainbow is formed by the fliedding 
down, or fprinkling of rain^— when the tem- 
pestuous cloud has pafTed over, and the fty 
is in the state of clearing up, in aihorttime 
after the ceafing of the greact drOps of water^ 
there may be obferved to distill a thick, uni^ 
form and fmall rain, very di^tit^ifliaUc 
from the unequal and bustling drops that 
had preceded—which^//^ /mil// rain is tliat 
which forms the bow. This kindly rain Is 
obferved to proceed . ftom a imooth mA 
bright cloud, which is {epar^^ie from the 
dark and compreffed body, and is formed ia 
a higher fky ; which is ib nigh to it, howe- 
ver, that the fmall rain defcending from it, 
is aifefted in its courfe by the airof thedenfe 
cloud, until it approaches nearer the earth, 
when it is again governed by the natural 
current of the air. This feparate part^ from 
which the fine and gentle rain diftills, ap* 
pears fometimes to Ikirt the whole clmiaf 
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anil the cir€uldr manner of the defcending 
erf this thick and fine rain which, from the 
liJaufe in view, is always convexing towards 
the fii«, gives, as has been obferved, the beau- 
tiful and fdE>lime phenomenon of the bow in 
the cJoud. 

It appears, therefore, that the rainbow, as 
a token of the everkfting covenant, is won- 
derfully expreflive of the grace 6f the gofp^fl 
by the Holy Ghoft ; which, in tbfe «)anner of 
thefl>edding forth, pouring out, or fprinkling 
of rain, or of the bleiling of the«dew, defcends 
and comes upon us from heaven — and, as 
being thus fignificaiit of the minidration of 
xhe fpirit, it may be feen to have a near re- 
lation, in the divine fyftem, to the ordinanpe 
of gofpd baptifm. 

The rainbow is a fign from heaven — and 
it exhibits the high arch, or the crowning 
half, of that rireUof^Lory^ which is contemp- 
lated in the divine wilL The vifion of Joha 
look \j\ the whole fphere. The rainbow, in 
the view given thefe, was feen round abotU 
ike throne. The throne of God is fpoken of, 
as having a back part and a face— for being 
in nature, as has been (hewn, of an eternal 
Irame, the fcriptures fpeajc of it thus, as they 
often do of G:od himfelf. This diflinSion 
plainly intends the two ftates, according to 
the divine will, viz. That of the archangel, 
and that of the glory of the Son of God. — 

Hence Mofes, Elijah, &c, agreeably to 

the archangel flate of the church, had their 

/aces covered, ehher by the hand of the Lord, 

or byf their own manii^s and vails, when the 
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^lory of the Lord paffed by them^ that thejft 
would fee only his kfick parts. But we m^ 
vdth open face, beholding tke glory of the Lord, 
are changed into the fame iimge/Jrofifi glory 
to glory, even as by the fpirijt of our God. I 
am folemnized when I fee exhibited fi^iys 
f from the deep ; for I know that thefe thrags^ 
* belong to the divine will; but I trembkw 
when I fee them miflaken and fufc^itQted for 
gofpelfigns^ 

* Jefus, our JLord, wsis indeed delivered iot 
our oflFences ; but he was raifid again for our 
juftification- Our judificatiop, whcrepf w? 
have a baptifmal fign, relates to the Holy 
Ghoft, the holy ^wzci^Vwgifpirit; which i^giv^* 
en to us as ^Jxuit of the exaltation of Chrift, 
and of that righteoufnefs, which it ^^as priv 
mifed that the heaven* ihould declare.— 
The raiubow ro.upd about the throne, as it 
encloied the back parts as weU as the face 
thereof, like the pilfar of cloud and fire, wa? 
a double fign— i-the Ebal and Gerizim, tho 
blefling j^nd the curfing, vere both in it — ap4 
it gave notices as from the dark clouds of th^ 
flcy, and the watery deep ; aiS Well as from 
the geixtle heaven pf grace* Hence, theift 
iffticd from the throne in heaven,^ lightnings^ 
and voices, ^nd thqnd^rings, aljd an eartb-^ 
quake, and great hail ; vials of wrath, and 
many overEowing, Jprdon waters ; as well 
as the feveu lamps of fire jjurningy and th^ 
four and twenty harps tuned in concert, and 
golden vials full of odours; and m^ ^utq 
tiver of the water of life, clear as cryllal, thi 
fireams wh^eafJhaU mske glad the city oj Go^ 



Digitized by 



Googk 



^kfa fucb views, the Pfalmift exclaimed, 
Jfufikt and judgment a/re the habitation of thy 
My throne; Mercy and truth JhalL go be/ore 
ihy fatx* ^MM^4 is the people that know tb^ 
jcyful/0und^; iheyjhall walk, Lord^ intht 
light of thy countenanqe. v 

It h^s i^en obfcrved, that nuincroua qucsr 
tionsand difputes have arifen from the capfe 
of not clearly diftipgaifliing fubjefits which 
relate to the law, or the archangel-ftate of the 
f hurch, from thofe which belong diftinftly 
to the gofpel. One among thefe, is the difputc 
ftbout the mode of baptirm, A confcieqtipus 
"brother, lbnf|e ye^rs fince, becoming dqubtful 
and perplexed concerning the moae of bap* 
tifm, undertook, with great care, to fet down, 
on each fide^ the pafikges of fcripture which 
feem to favour the different modes of im-. 
jfficrfiQn and fprinkling; but after much 
fearching and Jabour, he found bis doubts 
and perplexities not in the leaft relieved; 
for his cvicjencies, on both fides, were juft 
.ei}uaU And thi«, doubtlefs, is the faft, that 
the fcriptures 4o equally fpecify, in relation 
jto the church of Chrift, a paptifm as by im- 
merfion, ai^d a bapiifm by the fprinkling or 
jjouring of water. And the only poffible 
means of reconciliiig ^h^ fcriptures upon the 
fubjefty and of reUeving the church troni 
this perplexity, arc to be hgd by a recurrence 
to the dpftrine of Chrift, and clearly diftint 
^uiftiing what belongs to the (late asundeip 
|he bond and difcipline of the covenant, from 
what Ijfclongs to the ftate of the gofpel king- 
doiDf* That there exiils fuch a aiIiip6iion as 

. 4 
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this, in relation to the divine adrainiftratlom 
in the church, is as evident, both from the 
theory and the fcriptures, as that there is a 
heaven above and a deep beneath. 

The Scribes and Pharifees queftiofted with 
Chriftj feeking of him ^ fign Jnym kemm^ 
tempting him ; but he anfwer^. This is m 
nil generation; they Jetk a fign, ctnd theft 
Jhall nojign be given it^ but the fgn of J&nas 
the prophet. For as Jonas was a fgn unto tfk 
Ninevites^ fo fiall alfo the Son of Man be to 
this generation. Woe unto them, to whom 
no other lign Ihall be given, than tha^t of a« 
imraerfion, or a burial in waters J 



Seflion 13. The Ordinances ^ the dmenmi, 
A conftitution being made, by the faith of 
God, and a charter given for the new world; 
and by his grace through faith, a family or 
fociety being eltabliihed upon it; ordinances 
are inftituted for the proper excrcife and rei 
gulation of the fociety, agreeably to the iMh 
ture of its eftabJifhment. The ordinances n6# 
inftituted, together with thofe inftituted be- 
fore and continued in this adminiftration, 
commonly called the precepts of the Tons of 
Noah, are feven, viz. the Sabbath, Marriage, 
the Altar of Witnefs, Sacrifice and Offering', 
Family Government, Abftinence from Blood, 
and Inquiiition for fhedding of the Blood of 
Man. 

Thefe ordinances have the fame relation 



Digitized by 



Google 



Trt^E Ordinances, 37^ 

ttJ tlheevcrlafiing covenant, as right fiatntcs 
or laws of civil adminidrations have to a ci« 
vil conftitution. And though the breaking of 
fuch laws or ftatutcs be anoflPence againft the 
ccmftitution, and require punifhment; yet 
thoufands may fo offend^and bring evil upon 
themfelves, and be even cut off from the fo- 
c«ty^ ^nd the conftitution remain unaffe6led. 
Thete ordinances, indeed, may be confidered 
|Kftin£lly as a covenant of grace; as obedi- 
ence to them, by the grace and prpmifeof 
Qod, connefts with the enjoyment of all the 
bleflmgs of the redeemed world; and asdif- 
obedience not only forfeits the grace of God, 
but fubjefts the offender to the foreft punifh* 
ment, yet, they muft be carefully diftinguith* 
ed from the covenant conJHtution^ whkh is 
tlic fource of all grace, as has been confidered 
particularly in the two laft feft?ons. 

The want of clearly diftinguiflhing the cd* 
venant o{ the ordinances of grace, from the 
i^muiable pckw^tiz.nl conftitution of grace, has 
led to inr^taaerable errors, but they are moft 
clearly xliiiinguifliable ; the one of thefceove-^ 
^ants lexitts from eyerlafiing, and in its na* 
taiire is everlafting; the other exifts in time, 
and in ks nature is temporary. The parties 
of the arte are God and Chrift; the parties of 
ite other are Chrill aljd men. The one can- 
laot be broken, changed, or in the leaft varit 
fcd, for with either party there is no vwia- 
blgnefs nor ihado^v of turning; the otheU 
may be broken, as one party is the mutable 
€:re«itarc, and it requires to be varied and 
fhanged^ a3 all itatuxes. itnd laws of ad-» 
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ininiftration do^ with the various ftates af» 
difpenfations of a changing world. In rela-» 
tion to the one, the rev^ard df bbcdieiftre ii 
reckoned of debt; but of the other; it i^. 
graces for the condition of the one was the 
manifeftation of God, even the Fattier ; bat 
the condition of the other is merely the tna^- 
hifeftation of gpod will to the great uxider-^ 
taking, and of pleaftire in the work; Befide^i 
ihefe, they are diftinguilhable; the one ffoni. 
the other, in a great variety of views. : 

The diftindlion laft noticed, leads to dieob^ 
fervation,thataLIthefe ordinanctt carry us to 
the fubftance of things hoped for; the eternal 
fource of grace. The ordinance of the fab?, 
bath i^ the figri or memorial of the reft of 
God; which, in fubftance, is the reft, Chrili 
entered into, when, having finiftied his cove-, 
nant-work, he fat down at the right hand of 
food. See Heb. 4th chapter. Marriage; as wc 
are taught by the apoUle, leads to the doc^: 
tririe of Chrift, aind aflifts to thedifcovefyof 
the. nature of the eternal covenant principle; 
Eph. V. 32. The aJtar of witncfs records ici 
earth, the name and tfuth of God recorded 
in heaven. Sacrifice and offering fets fbrtir 
before our eyes, the gift of Chrift; andtfae 
blood of the everlafting covenant. CEctimc- 
niciJl government^ as appointed byGod, ex- 
hibits Grn earth the form of the idminrftra* 
tion of heaven; under this government is. 
feen, irr a pattern, the ordtf of the femily of 
God, the arrangement of the houfehold of 
faith, and the diredion of the commonwealth 
oi'ifraeK And the two ordinances refpc^lfiog 
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f>l<»d, "its being prohibited from common 
^fe, and. blood being required for the fhed- 
ding of tbp blood of mfin, and nothing but 
the blood of him th^t flieddeth it. to be ac- 
cepted; which is, doubtlefs, to be undcr-^ 
ijood/that the bjlood .of nxaq (hoiild not be 
fbed, but for the blood of niar]. , 1 hefe ordi^ 
nances, I fay, ^re evidently d^figned to point 
out the predoufnefs.of the blood of atonq- 
.;ment. By.. this relation of the ordinances to 
the everlaliing cpvenant, it appears that they 
/arc ajl.of aTtxrre^ nature, 
., Aiad as the ordinances are the vehicle, of 
the e?f Kifeitipn of Chri(i in the world, they 
pari ceafe . only with day and ni^fit^ or with 
/the, final clofe of every difpenfation. They 
c^?iXi no more fail of fupport, or of being ad^ 
jfuinifterea in the; -world, than the Engage- 
ment and truth pf God, that Chrift fhall be 
jexhibited, can fail. However generally infi- 
delity may abound, and men may negleft and , 
jtranigrefs the ordinances ; arid whatever evil 
and vengearice ftiall conrie upon this ungod- 
ly world on that account, we rriay be fure 
ihdt fomewhere in the world, in fonje cor- 
jier, cave of Wildernelfs. or- in the lonely hbufii 
of the poor widdw of fome obfcuffe Sarepta^ 
the , truth of Cod will have eff^tt^ and faith 
will be inviolably preferved, ^and a renihant 
jhall be faved Arid though the ordinances^ 
fs to their fafhi6n,doiieceliarily<!hange with 
the feveral difpenfations or exhibuibns of 
Chriit^ as conteitiplated in the iheory,'ltiH> 
jhe dodriiie held up in them being Chrilt^ 
ihefame yejlcrd^y^ and to-day, aiid for wa^ 
B b b 
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they are in fubflance ever the fame. HenteJt 
is manifest, that the order of the priesthoD^ 
of Melchifedec, being founded in the la^r of 
this altar, is unchangeable, Univerfal, and 
|)erp^tuaL 

Some brief remarks, as We have palTed a> 
long, have been made upon the folefnn na- 
ture of thefe ordinances; it may be proper, 
however, in this place, to notite more parti* 
Cularly that rerpe6ting miirder; which, after 
the deluge, was the most deeply imprefTed by 
the divine dpclarations that accompanied the 
ratification of the covenant. And furely your 
blood of your lives will I require: at the hand 
0/ every beajl witl I require it, and at the hand 
of man: at the hand of every mans brd^ 
ther Will I fe quire the life of man ^ Whofofhed- 
deth mans blood, hy fnanfhail his blood befhed: 
for in the! image of God made he man. Geti; 
IX. 5, 6.— This most folernn injunction, ua- 
dnubtedly,- i?; \\\t 6rigin of that law and tra^^ 
dition o{ the Avenger of Bloodf whith has ex- 
feted imnremoriallv aniongall the tribes and 
nations of the world. 

In the natural state or fociefy, whith is, as 
it were, the family state, the avetiger is xhk 
brother of the ftain,or fome one of his near- 
est connexion; and he i^ 6>ound to 6^a€l fh6 
forfeiture, upon the high penalty of the blood 
{hed being imputed t6 himfelf; biit in the 
^taie of civil fod:iety, this folemn and most 
Jndifpenlable obligation devohves Opon thi 
tnagistrate, or upon the country inir^ organ- 
ized state, in whatever form it may be eh^bo- 
died;^ the magistrate or Country io oi'gAuiz* 
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ftd^ iij -this state of fockty, is the brother of 
the flain, and the avenger of blood, and is fo- 
|!emnly bound to make the inquifition, lest 
the penalty of l^lood, by the Judge of all the 
f^arth, be exafted upon the whole communi- 
ty. God, the Judg.e qf all, was pleafed to 
take upon himfcflf this charge of making in- 
quifition for blqod with the greatest fplemn- 
|ty, as it were, M^ith an oath^ faying, And fure- 
I y your blood of your lives will I require. 

A man's life is moft dear to him, and whea 
taken away it cannot be reftored, and the lofs 
pf life to hippj cannot be recompenfed by man ; 
but it is obferved, that a ftill higher reafon is 
ftffigned by God for his making the blood of 
man facred, and for his fitting fuch 2^ folemn 
^nd fearful guard over it, viz. For in the im- 
age of God made he man. Man, at firft, as ha? 
teen largely confidered^ was niade iinder ^ 
covenant, which put ^ fearful and wonder- 
ful folcn^nity upon his chara6ler; he M^as af- 
fociated witn the Lord of Creation in his do- 
minion and government; and, by fuftaining 
this myfterious relation to thp eternal pur- 
pofe of Gqd in Chrift Jefus, he was fo eleva- 
ted, and crowned with glory and honor, that 
the glory and honor of his Maker became 
9onne6led, concerned, and deeply intereftedi 
^n his prefervation and well being. 

The reafon here afii^gned far God's taking^ 
(uch an interell and caje for the prefervation 
pf the life of man, because h(S was made in the 
image oJGod^ is of the fame import with that 
glorious declaration, fo often repeated, that 
]^i$ regards and infinite favors fliewn to, man^ 
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arc all cxprcfled for his own name's fake^ (% 
the riches of wifdom and glory which, froraf 
the beginning of the world, have been hid I'W 
God, zjuho created all tkihgs by Jtjics Ckriftf ^ 

When God thus placed man upon the' 
bench of this high court of inquifition ibf 
the blood of nian, and committed to hrra^ 
according to his holy ordinance, the power* 
of life and death, anothdr intimatiori wasgiv-* 
en of his being deftined io'the glory of the 
kingdom of Chrill, in his dominion and pow- 
er over all flelh ; and that aflbciated with the 
Appointed judge, he is Xj6 appear- in that ad- 
ininiftraiion', and aft a part with him in the 

mod folemn decifioris or the great day.- '' 

From fiich pkin dpcumerits as thefe, the 
a[>o(lle to the Corinthians, f^ys/ Do ye nd 
know that the fairiU' Jhall judge the wot Id ?^ 
and if the world Jhall be judged by you^ are ye 
unworthy to judge thi frnatlejl rhatters? Know 
ye not that xoe fkall judge angels? '^ 

Another reafon may be nbticed, of the pe- 
culiar coricenf fliewn by the Lord of fabba- 
6th in this matter refpeQiftg innocent blood;* 
for as he was hirhfelf comirig Wto the world 
to fuffer and die by wicked hands; arid as 
thoufahds of his faints would be perfecuted' 
linto the death for his fake; it was his own' 
caufe — a matter the mbtt tender to him in 
I'clatioh to his own foul, and to the fouls oi 
his people that were precious and tender to 
him as the apple of his eye. Ah ! how hea- 
vy is the guilt of blood ; and how forceably 
does vengeance purfue the murderer, that he 
fliould notbe fuffered to live! A man tbaf 
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^oth violence tp the blood of any ferfori Jhall 
J$ee to the pit^ let no manjiay him. 
^ Thougn fome cafes have been particularly 
cxemptiea,by the fovereign Lord of life, from 
the operation of this inquifition of blood ; yet 
they muft not be Tuppofed to effeft the ge- 
neral law— the cafe of David is one — but 
though the prophet, by the authority of the 
Higheft, faid to hirn, when he bad confefFed 
that he \\?iAJinned again/l the Lord \ and to 
fin againft the Lord is death — Ihe Lord hath 
caujed thyjm to pafs over; thpujhalt not die^ 
^— yet it may fcarcely be confidered as an 
exemption, when >)e was four-folded in blood, 
and the forfeiture was required in one; and 
another, and another, and Z^^// another of his 
children; aftd the unftieatried fword was ne- 
^er to depart from his houfe. In like man* 
ner alfo, fome of the betrayers and crucifiers 
of the Princeof life, when they were pricked 
in the heart, arid crying, what (hall we do? 
^ere faved by fovereign mercy, and the fin 
and blood-guiltinefs paflfed over them ; but, 
Ob ! how tearfully did it fall upon their 
children, atid upoh their city ; and, being a 
public aft, how Videly, how heavily, and 
how Iq/imgly was the wrath poured out up* 
on the wholfe nation ? " 

From the word bfGod, as well as from 
obfervatioh upon the ways of providence, 
confiderihg the fubjeft upon a large fcale, 
^here can be no doubt that it will go well or 
ill with individuals, families, focieties, and 
nations ; and finally, with the whole world; 
&s they fliall obferve to keep, and obey, ot 
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ftall diTregar4 and tranfgrefs thcle moft vi^^ 
^encvolent, and facred ordinances. Th^t 
they are of qniverfal extent, and binding up- 
on all men unde^- eve^y difpenfatiop, is ap-i 
parent not only from their general nature, 
and from their being deHvered to Nos^h and 
his fons, ftanding at the ^lead of the whole 
family of man ; but alfo, |[ronr) the manifeft 
reference to them in the letter <3^f thip apofilei 
to the converted Qentiles ; whq; agreeably 
to the mind of the Holy Qhoft, required of 
^hem no more than thek necejjfary things ^viz. 
that they (hould ab/iain from aUpollulions of 
idols, and Jrorr\ fornication^ and from ^ij%^ 
Jtr angled, and from blood. ^ 

ThQ j^nal and moft dreadful cataftrophe^ 

which is pxpefted to come upon the world, 

will not talfe place until after there bean 

apoftacy, a departure from and Violation ot 

this covenant of t^i^ ordinancies, fo genera^ 

and ovcrfpreading, tbat the whole head bc-r 

comes j/fc^, and the wh^le heart /^tni. Tlwi 

prophet, in behalf of the rightepufncfe of the 

great Judge, affigned expreisly this reafbn for 

the folemn and awfuf event : pehoLd, the Lord 

makeih the earth ^ empty, and maketh it wajfe^ 

end turneth it upfde down, tmdfeatteretha^ 

kroad the inhabitants thereof. And itJhaU be, 

^l ^^^^ the people, fo with the priefl; as -mtk 

the fervant, fo with his majlcr s aswithths, 

viaidjo with her mifhefs ; as rmth the buyer, 

fo-mtth the Jelier; as with the lender, fowitk 

the borrower ; as with the taker of ufwryjt^ 

-w^th the giver ofufury to hin. The landfkdk 

H utterly emptied, and utterly fpmitd- for ihf. 
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^ Jbmd hatkj^&ken this word. The earth mourn^ 
IrAi and fadeth away, the world languipieth 
asmi fadtth away ; the hakghty people of thl 
iiurthdo langutfll. The earth alfo is defiled 
under the inhahitants thereof : becaufe.they 
have trahfgrcffcd the laws, changed the or- 
dinances^ broken the everlaftirig covenant.---*- 
Therefore hath the curfe devoured the earthy 
tind they that dwell therein are defolate: there*- 
'fore the inhabitarits of the earth are burned^, 
kind few men left. Ifai. xxiv, i — 6- — It is 
^lain that the laws, ordinances, &c. referred 
^o in this paffage> are thofe great principles 
taiddowri ip this early eftaiblifhment — and 
that they refpeft mankind tiniverfally. 

The importance of the ordinances come in-* 
to view in evely (late and condition in which 
in€n ire plaeeq in the world ; for, as in therxi 
is the knowledge of Chrill, they are the bond 
<f>f union, or bar of feparaiion, and maik thd 
line of grstce and difgrace between Qhrifi and 
inen; tney are the unalterable rule whereby 
f hey who keep them, afe made of God par* 
takers of the aivine Virtue, and of the ptom- 
Ifes in Ghrift Jefus ; and they who keep thenl 
not, are doomed to fuffer' the eternal judg? 
rtiem* In relation to the ordinances of the 
^ovenant^ as they contain the evidence of 
flings not feen, \*e are faid lofiand by faith i-^ 
keeping them, with a regard id (he truth of" 
which they aire the vehicle, is fidelity or 
keeping faith; and riegletling or breakingj 
in'g them, is infidelity or breaking faith; The 
ordinances, alfo, are the vilible badge of 
^race/ and. with refpe6l to them wholly.^ m 
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thdr connexion. with the divine will|tttewMt 
charaQerized believers or. unbelievers^, apq 
in them is fet before us . good ajid evil, life 
land death, bleffing and curfiiM^^; ^li^^eover^ 
the ordinances of the jvo^i orG:od,,^3^hibitT 
ing the doftrine of Chrifl, 4re ^ the on^ i^ni 
01 union among meq, y^hichj in ,a ilrii^ fcnle; 
is of God, and which he will own and blefei 
and every other principle of fociety, and al| 
^at is done upon any bther ground thfui that 
of the ordinaijces,^ to unite ai)4 bind men to- 
gether, is in ,its n^yxxc .oppoJitipn^iQ Chrift, 
and myft ultimaiely'fail pf fqc^s- ; , - » 
, By jthe infpired apollles and prophets, wc 
iire infprrhed, that in, the lad days theprdinan- 
ces will be moft daringly violated ; jarjd tbeyin^ 
ftance, efpecially, in rjelatipn to i hofetwQof 4^ 
inqiiifitiori for bloody and the inftituted gov; 
cmment. Great Babylon, which will thei} b^ 
the metropolis of the world, and theprindpJ^ 
feat of goyernment, will ,bej5J//eii and, asH 
were, drunken with innocent blood ; and the 
hand of the brother, the magiftrate, or foyet 
reign people, will either be flack, or tied 
down by defpotic chains, and inquifitionwill 
fail ; whilft the earth will drink in.blopd/r/^: 
ly as the rain, and clbfing it . up within hc^ 
Iregions of fdrgeifiilnefs, will wipe her moutl^ 
like the harlot; .until the pie;;cing cry have 
reached unto Heaven, and come iipviyyS'^^^ 
before the Lord, and he he movedj by his 
own truth, and his moll fuleran declaration^ 
Jiurely your bipod of your lives will /r^^^^^^j 
to appear and inake the inqdilitibh bifl^*^''* 
For behold, the Lord cgnieih dut ^ of his p^^^^^ 
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pM^ pifmjh the inkaUtants ofth: earth fot tffcir - 
%Htfiuty; the em-tk alfpjhall difclofti^ blood; 
mjkdjhad no ffwre cover lurjlain. Ifai. xxvu 
^1.— jTAi? THighty Qgd.^ntke Lord hathfpOr 
^en^ and called the earth from the rijin^ of the 
fitUy unto the going down thereof. OM ^f Zion\ 
the pe'rfe^ion of beauty, God hath JJiined. Our 
Qodfhall comty an/I.Jhdil not kefp flence: it 
^^rejhall devokr hefbre him, and lij^all be \)e^ 
fy tempejtuous round about him, Hejhall call 
to the heavens from above^, ajid to the earth\ 
%kat he may judge his people. Galkt^; my faints 
together unto me: thofe that have made a co-; 
venahi with rke by facriftcek ^V^d the heavens 
Jliall/eclare hts^^righteou/m^ for God is 
judgie himifelf. PfaL I. i-^.-^And the great 
'City was divided intd thre0 parts. And the ci} 
ties of tUt nations fell: and ^reat JSabylo^ 
fcame in remenibrkncfe before God', to give 
bnto her the cup of the wirie of the fiercenell 
of his wrath. Jiiid every if and Jied kway^ af'd 
ihe mountains vJere not found. Revl ^vl* 19, 

This khow dlfoj that in the lafi days perilous 
timei Jhall com. Fox menjhaU bj^, lovers of 
their owri ^^Wts^covetous, boafters, proud, blaf 
^hemcrs, dlfobedierit to parents, unthankful^ 
iinA^/y, Without riatriral affeciion, truce break- 
ers, falfe kccufers, incontinent^^^r^j defplif- 
^s of thofc that are good, trdiitbrJ, heady^ 
high-mitided, ioVersof pleaftir'e more than ho* 
krsofGdi; hiving a forni df gbdiiriefs/ ^ui 
dcnyingitie power tMrthf ^ 2 Titti. iii. 1 — ^.-^ 
$ut chiefly tjient that rdalk after ihefejh in the 
iiijls oj iiiicitanc^, dnd defpife govern meiit} 
C c c 
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pr^fumptuous are tb^, filf^willed^ they are nA 
afraid tit fpeak evil of dignities. 2 Peuii. 10; 
— Ukewije alfo tbefe JUtby dreamers /lefiie the 
fiejh^ defpife dominion, (tnA fpeak evil af dig- 
nities. Jude 8ih verfe. In thcfe perilous time^ 
the bonds of parental, filial and fraternal du- 
ly will be broken — the ftrongeft bonds of na- 
tural affeflion will be burft afunder, and men 
^ill aft unreftrained like natural brute 
BEASTS. — But unto the wicked God faith,' 
What kafi thou to do to declare my fiatutes, or 
that thoU Jhouldefi take my covenant in thy 
mouth? Seeing thou hateft inftruElion, andcafi- 
ejl my words behind thee. When thou fazoe/t a 
thief then thou confentedejt zoith him, and haft 
been partaker zmth adulterers. Thou givefi thy 
mouth to exxil, and thy tongue fram.eth deceit. 
Ihoufittefl and fpeakeji evil againft thy bro- 
ther; thou flandereft thine own mother's fon; 
Thefe things hajl thou done, and I keptfilence: 
ihou t bought eji that I was altogether fucb an one 
astbyfeif:- but I will repro'Ue thee, andfet tbem 
in order be/ ore thine eyes. Now corfder tbis.y^ 
that forget Cody leji J tear you in pieces, and 
there-be none to deliver. Pfal. L 16^22. — Thy 
princes are rebellious , and companions of thieves: 
every one loveth gifts, and foUowetb after re- 
wards: they judge not the fathcrlefs^ neither 
doth the cauje of the widow come unto them. 
Therefore faith the Lord, the Lordof Bojis, the 
Mighty One of Ijracl, Ah, I will eaje me of 
mine adverfaries, and avenge me of mine ene-- 
'mies\ Ifai. i, 23, 'i^.—^The go(^d man is pertjhr 
ed out of the earth: and there is none upright 
among men : Jhey all lie in wait for blood: they 
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Ivticrt every man his brother with a net. That 
ihey> mc^ do evil- with both hands earnejlly, the 
prince ajketh, and the judge a/kethfora reward.' 
*and the great man he uttereth his mifehievous 
dejire\ jo they wrap it up. The heft of them is a 
hriar : the moft upright is Jharper than a thorn-- 
hedge: the day of thy watchmen and thy vifita-- 
tion comet b % nowjhall be their perplexity^ Trujt 
ye not in a /fiend, put ye not confidence in a 
guide: keep the doors of thy mouth from her that 
Heth in thy bofom. For the fon difhonoreth 
the father, the daughter rifeth up againft her 
mother, the daughter-in-law againft her mo- 
ther-in law; a man's enemies are the men of 
his own houfe. Micah vii. 2— 6. — Now the 
brother fhall betray the brother to death, and 
the father the Ton : and children fhall rife up 
againft their parents, and fhall eanfe t hero to 
be put to death. And ye fJoall be hated of all 
men for my name's fake -, but he that fiall eh^ 
dure to the end the fame fhall be faved^ Mark 
xiii. 12, 13. 

The laft attempt th?t will be made to turn 
this ftrong and overflowing current of apof- 
tacy, if pofTible, to fave the world from the 
impending xrurfe, will be to turn the heart of 
f,he fathers to the children^ and the heart of the 
chi^aren to their fathers. The angel-man, the 
me/fenger of the covenant^ will now vifit the, 
earth, as the, angels afore time went to 3o* 
dom; but, inftead of effecting a reformation, 
generally, it appears, that this kind and moft 
gracious attempt will but enflavie the brutal 
pafTions, which now have the command, and 
raife ;iie wrath of mea into i^ furious burftof 
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9)adne&. Sbfne few, indeed, like Lot, ip^ 
open the hofpitable door to the heaven)^ 
meflcnger. The covenant people, at thatiBop 
pent, will be fna^tchcd as a4;>rand kom tiiq 
pnrningflanoic. 

* But, even amopg the families of the i^ 
teous, there will bt many fons in law, v^ 
y^ill turn a deaf ear to the call toleparat«[ 
(hemfelves frorni an untoward generat^nraficl 
tohaflen their efcape fr^m the fiery deluge, 
now no longer lingering; fo, that in tlrislaff 
extremity, ^here will not |pe found /^jft«i. 
righteous in the city, that it might not bede^ 
flroyed for ^heir {alkes ! When the Ssn of Mm 
comctbjjhdll be find faith QH the earth? Alafil 
it is thanifeft from the fcriptiire^, that thii; 
ijnal overture of mercy, like that towards Soi 
^om, will be but too \infucc6fsful. 



f= 



CHAPTER IV. 

OF BABEL, ZION, AND BABYLQN, T»5 
GLORY or KINGDOMS. 



^ Seflion i. The Confvfion of Tong^ts. 

^ The covenant of the ordinances of g^f ^^, 
in the new eftablilhment, had been pUpK^'y 
violated as to the leading article of the ittft«* 
tuted government, in the condiift of HaP ^?t 
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^awb^ah hi« Farther ; of which eaQdu£| 
I^Q^jiiinrdf gave the unhappy oa:afion--r 
frat^nothiii^ waa atteippted^ a$ to a chaoge of 
ffab fofm c^focietyj ana the fiptting up of an)f 
liunian invention or policy, until the time of 
I^ifiir^, oije of the pofterity of Ham, whei^ 
» general i;^ebe)lidn broke out ag^iinft the di- 
^int^> adminiftratioct. Frprn his bearing ihi^ 
mffie; which ftgnifies a rebel ; and its being 
faid that the beginning othis kingdom wa3j 
Pabel ; it may be concluded^that Nimrod tra^ 
^t the beaci, and wa$ th? principal mover and 
jigent in this bufinefs. 

' It is more than probable, that the ;vvhole 
family of Ham vfere ^nvolv^d in the guilt pf 
}^k tranfgreffion— they fhar^d with him, nq 
cjoubt, in the fame fpidt of ^nberief, if not in 
the overt aQ — ^and that Nimrod and others, 
feeling thenpfclves implicated Vfith Canaan, 
at leail in the diihonour of the curfc of fervi- 
iude to Shem, and to Japheth dwelling in the 
terits of Shem ; which tents have been un- 
derRood to mean the diving ordinances— 
ihey were, hence, by th^ir unhumbled heai:t;s, 
led to determine boldly upon the trials which' 
fliould be emprefs of the world, a y^^nV of 
their own contriving ; raifed to the heavens; 
or the commcinwealm formed by the lowly 
and dcfpifed tents of Shem. 

Heth was a contemporary with Nimro|dy 
and was hjs coufin-german ; and from his; 
^me being taken, generally, for the name 
of his party, it may bex:oncluded, that he aiU 
(a was a principal in this undertaking. Re- 
^ekah^ complaming to Ifaac of £fau, that he 
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had taken him wives out of the Hcbr€vr# 
rtily, faid, / am weary of my life, becauje of 
the daughters of Heth: if Jacob take a mfi 
pj the daughters ofHeth/fuchas thefe v^hkh 
are of the daughters of the land, what good 
Jhall^y life do m^? Gen. xxvii.. 46.— And 
Balaam prophefying of the final overthrow 
of thefe citizens, appears to ufe this as a com- 
mon name for the men who thus deparrfrom 
God. There Jhall come a ftar out of Jacok 
artd afceptre Jhall rife out of Ifrael, andjhm 
fmite the corners of Moab, and un wall all 'the 
children of Sheth. And Edomfhall fea^s^ 
fe/^on, Sier affofhall He a poffeffion for his me- 
mies, und Ifraeljliall do valiantly. Out of J^-; 
cob Jhall come he thatfliall have dominion, a^i 
fhall dejiroy him that remain eth of the cHy. 
Num. xxiv, 17 — 19, The word for nations, 
in the ancient languages, is evidently derived 
from this name of Heth ; and, probably, the 
Eiiglifh word, heathen, has the fame deriva-f 
tion. To execute fuch a policy,as was nowde-i 
figned, requires both a feouncil and an army. 
It may be thought, that Heth was the coum 
fellor and advifer in this daring and ad;*en^ 
turous projeft ; and that Nimrod was the ex^ 
ecutor, and flood to arms. ' ' • . 

And firft.a movement is made, colletog 
together a body of men, who falling upon a; 
ground favourable to their purpofe, and find- 
kig themfelves in fuffifcient force to ^^^V^^ 
which, by the name given to it, Sbirian ^P^^^^ 
itemi to intimate, that they had akeadyex- 
crcifed fome hoftilities towards thofe w^^ 
would not follow them — the itew polHi^^ 
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Confusion of Tonoues. 39! 

ii(b£lriiie, in which one and all mull engage; 
was difclofed, viz. That a city Ihould there 
be builded, in a flyle the moft magnificent 
and fuperb— worthy of being the capital of 
the world-— and itrcngthened by a fortrefs 
Ivhich (hould be very high— and that a namci 
or law, * (hould alfo be made, and attached 
to it, of fuch energy and effeft as (hould in- 
fluence the tiirhole world, and bind together* 
in one body, of a political and h uman frame, 
the whole racfe of men . 

Thi^ was the rafoft perfe6l policy, the pro- 
foundeft invfentiop of man — it difcoverea the 
deepeft infpeftion into the motives and fprrngs 
of the human mfind; and it could not fail of 
engaging the whole natural heart. It favour- 
ed, every natural bent of the foul, pleafure^ 
opulence, grarndeuf— ^the luft of the flelh, the 
hi ft of the eye, and the pride of life — ^it che- 
filhed every fpark of the love of the world, 
and of the things that are in the world — all 
^as here embraced that the heart could wiCh 
- — whereas the divine inflitution was defign-^ 
ed^ and was every way calculated, to reftrain 
the itatural paflions — to govern 'and control 
all thefq defires of the flelh — and to mortify 
the things of time and fenfe to men, and men 
to theni. No wonder then, that this refolu- 
tion was {o generally and {a heartily adopt- 
ed; and that, no fooner was it moved, than 
all hands were up; and go to, go to, was the 
order of the day^ 

But, though hand join in hand, the work- 

t • 1* * Owpa, i|? the Greek. 
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39^ Dlviirfe TmoaJTi i 

hrs of iniqiHty (hall be^ <!onfou»d6(L TJi 

Lord camt daimtqjfc the cily and the Uwri 

%ohich the Tons of tben hiildea^ Arid lk( i^4 

fold. Behold a people cm, and oAe Ungwgf^f 

^: and this tluy .begin to( do: andnjomnoi 

thing/hall fe refirairiedfroni thetn, zohich tk^ 

have imagined to dd. Go to^ let usgo d^wk 

and there confound the language^ tkat tha 

%nay not imderjland one anothey s fpeeeh. M 

the Lord JcaUered thern abroad, Jrari^thnu 

'upon the face of all th( earth : and thay^lejto^ 

to build the tiiy and the fortrefs^ Iherefm 

the name of it is called BcJ>d: becmfd t&i 

Lord did there confound the language ^fdll 

the earth: and Jrom thence did the LArdjQCii^ 

tcr them abroad upon the fax:e of all the eorlk 

How delufive is the wifdam of mfen!— r 

^heir firit and moft promiflng at^empti M 

band together on political ground, divide4 

the world ;. and from that to the prefent 

time, every new attempt of this natiire, hai 

given birth to another Peleg. And (bduld 

It be attenvpted on thefe (hores, with a pre* 

vailing content, to form a corhpa£l itid pa* 

tional chfi^rafter, by mc^hs of cities, . feowirs; 

armies, and liame^; or by any means whait 

.ever, other than thoffe ^reat c^r/^nan^ pm^t 

ples^ exprefsly xDrdained of God; ancthet 

iuch nanie-^^another Peleg— ^wtll ftiil be au* 

ded to the catalogue — for from ihencfe, Anie* 

fica wilj be divided. ^ i 

• Thiit the builders of Bab.fel were cKjnbitig 

up to heaven, through fear of another ilt?j 

hjge; for which reafon thfe Lord frdwP^^ 

Upon them;, apd many futh Hke tales h*vt 
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SeTTLRMENT OF tHE N^ATIOnL J^^ 

eeh invci^cd to cf>nc^I the fcdetnn trathi 
that the divine ordinances exhibiting the dpc- 
irine pf Chrift, the in finite yrifi^om and poMr* 
erof God, are thg otily bond of union among 
pien, that is pleafing to him ; and that every 
thing that is done to unite and bind men to* 
Tgether lipoii any bther ground, will fponer or 
later meet with his di^leafure^ and will be 
bverthrowja, together with, its proje6iors, . , 

Reftr^ined thus> nieh defilted from this 
crowning dbje6l of their defire?— but they 
ineperiled not: — the objeft was ftUI dear to 
therar-and difjkJrfing abroad; each family 
or tribe carried aWay with them deep im- 
jprefliQns pf it upon their minds ; and fctting 
down in diftinti focieties, the fame policy a$ 
to Its nature and defign, more or lefs perfe6t 
k$ circumftaiices-favoiiredi was every where 
acJopted; 



BcEtion 2, The SetiJerneifit hf the Nations. 
, From the people who h?td been engaged 
Jh this j^m/ Workj in the land of Shinar^ 
. Jience callea Babylon^ Went Alhur, aild 
builded Ninevali, (Xc. and laid the fduridati- 
(bn of proud Aflyria, iVonderfiHly great— 
Atiothet tribe from hence, formed A rhiiiftia, 
Vhich was greatly prdifed. Hence alfo, the 
families of the CanaanitfeSi which exceedingly 
iilultiplied — arid a Lydia, and Phoenice, fam- 
ed for their beauty. Sheba alfo, and even re- 
iiowried Rahab, were all the daughters oF 
D d d ^ ' 
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Babd. For ought that appears, tht family bl' 
Eber was the only one which remained up* 
on the divine iriftitution. It fhould fee*, 
that he atone was dfffentient from the nmr 
poHttcal order, as afterwards the ' believing 
people v^ere of him, named Hebrews, 

H6w mueh Eber was aftefted by thiscVetit, 
app6afrs by the name given to his (on, Pikg; 
which feemaf ftot intended fo mueh to d«- 
' note the many di^ifions which thefe polkici- 
ans, city builders^ fplit into, as the onegmd 
divifion between all thtfe, and thofe who 
keep the ordinances of faith ; whr«h,in thdr 
meaning and inftrudian, were then, as th^ 
now are, the great foutidatioris of thfe cfef, 
whofe builder and maker is God. 

Refpefting this policy of Babylon, whicn 
-has been ever the pattern of the wifdoirf 
of this world, and the rule of eftimation of 
all politicail excellence, it is of importanccf 
to obferve,'that religion .was never excluded 
from the device j oft the contrary,' it is ac- 
knowledged by , all fober, judges, to beaccjl- 
ftituent of this theory of government, and'W 
dctmt^ effcntial tO the adminiftratiofi aod 
good ordef. Athiifts, and even deifts, arc 
dunces of politicians r and of all religio^* 
'that which approaches the rieareft to iheui- 
' vineiy inftuuted forms, is acknowledged to 
;be the beft : Provided, however, the dottrmc 
or itiftrtjdion of thofe forms be always p^' 
verted; and that, by their inferprieters, thQ^ 
be made to fpeak feme language other iha^ 
their own truth; which is, that no city 1>«^ 
the city of Gud^ builded upon the ordinances 
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of tij^^verlifting^ covjeoajit, whiobfajthfttlly 
cKhibit the will of God .in Chrift, Iwth foun- 
<kiion»^ and|hiai^l?^g(i4es this^ all are r^ifed 
fnoppofrtipn tpheiiiy^n; and^ ataii appoimr 
cd houri under the full vi|iIaof:divraqii«riaih, 
they {haU fiak with their huiWieriSi 

Attemptsr tO; ailleri th?« diviije inftitutions 
ag tOvtheir forms^ hav^been madeonly when 
they have heea hea^d to fpeafc ^, .language, 
\diic:h no man h^rAy i« t)ie J^^y Ionian ar^ 
Chaldean counfel, could ever bear* Indeed 
tlsiey are fo exprels, fo figniticant, that with- 
out iQn\e c<)rruptioo of theernblem jifelfj it 
ia itot eafy to. prevenj; their beii^g, '}n &)xm 
fli5afure, muderilpod. 



Seftion 3, The Overthrow of Sodonk 

.One of' the: branches of the family of the 
Hethites, fettled in the plain of Jordan.-^ 
TBhia country ^f^^^ weU watered, and abound- 
ed With breads and greatly imiulged its in- 
liabitant^ in eafe and diffipation. It was, 
perhaps^ the leaft affefted by the: ravages of 
the flood, of any fpot upop the. face of the 
earth^t feemeq, indeed, to retain fome pri- 
mitive feat ares of the garden a/ the Lord, and 
?i^ relemblatice of the glory orthe firii world. 
Hence, in a natural view, it was under the 
lead check and control from the operation 
<>f the archangel government and difcipline; 
fn iiUportant a tide of which, confiils in the 
f tirfe that is Uid upon the ground, and the 
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fblemn injmi3ion that in the foxai of vwf^ 
facefkati Tjbt eat bread. ' 
/ Wherefore tbefc pcoj>le wko, frcmi dm 
name of their principal city, were fty led So- 
domites, ripened ftft for jadgment* The 
mm of Sodom wete wicked, nitdj.nncrs^iefarc 
the LoriexcJtedingiyi Go*d bad chaMfed 
them by the' hand of men, when they wer^ 
overcome in battle by an army of Aifyrians, 
and laid under tribute ; and, a few years af- 
ter, rebelling, they received a ftill more fo- 
lemn chieck.in theii^ thoiightlefi; and- vife ca- 
reer, in being again conquered, captivated, 
afid having their cities ipoiled by tne cdnle- 
derate Aflfyrian powers; -when, for the fake- 
of Lot, a Hebrew, who, with his family, fo- 
Journed among them,, and was with them, 
iaken captive, they were, by the haiRdof A- 
braham, mercifully and. moil heroicaily de- 
llVered. 

: But neither the judgments nor the good- 
nefs of the Lord, led them to repeiitarioe-^ 
they waxed worfe and worfe^ until the fin of 
Sodom became very griexunis, and the cry of 
violence reached unto heaven ; and the Lord 
the Judge, together with two of his compa- 
nions!, came down in perfen, though in a con- 
cealed form, to enquire and fee whether the 
matter was akogether according to the cry of 
it, which had. come before him. In his way, 
ht vifited Abraham his friend, and after con* 
firming his covenant of alliance arid friend* 
fliip, he difcloied to him the reafon why he 
looked towards Sodom. And Abral^m, 
having gone with them fome diftarice, te' 
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kfi^g them : on tbe lUHiy; and coming to ^ 
place in whicih Sodom was in viciv; Jmc ftop** 
-pedt, mid commeii^ with the Lord . upoa 
thb intprefting fubjeQj whilft the two ac- 
i^mpanying angels went ior!ward towards 
thecity/ 

: And Abraham drew, near, andjaid, Wiit 
tktm alfo dtfircy the righteous with the with- 
ed? PefadvenHre there be fifty righteous mtk* 
iiiihe city : - toilt thou aijo dejiroy, and natjpars. 
the fdae€ for the fifty rmhteous that are there^ 
in? that be far from thee to dosjitrthis man^ 
rvtr, tafiay the righteous with thevncked: and 
tkai.iJu nghixous fimild be as ike witked, thai 
be far from thee: jhallnotthe Judge of ettl the 
earth do rigbt? And tie Lord/aid,^ Ij I find 
in Sodom fijty righteous within the city^ th:n I 
wiltf^are all the place fir their fakes. 

Abraham, in ixi?ilcing interceflion for Scn 
dora, in the firft inftance, piit in a plea oirigb^ 
teaufnefij in the view of the cafe as involving 
the rigbteotis with the wicked ih one commoa 
deftrudion. Thai be far from thee to do aftir 
this manner^ to flay the righteous with the wickr 
ed: Shall not the Judge of all the earth do 
right? — ^This plea being fully admitted, but 
with fuch a difiinftion, npweyer, between the 
cafe of the righteotis and tH^ wicked, as led 
dire£lly to the? idea, that the righteous might 
be removed and faved, and the city be de-^ 
ftroyed ; whilft, at the fame time, it was plain* 
\y fug^fied that, in fome cafe, the Lord 
would fpare a wicked city, for the fake of the 
righteous who are therein; Abraham catchy 
ed hold upon this ground^ and renewed his 
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loterceflion irpoh a; pJca of 'grace, accordki^ 
to the merciful difpenfaJtiQns of the Lord to* 
wards a fiafal people, onr account ql tber^b- 
toous ^ho dwell ^mong them. 

And Ahrakam avfwered, B€koldm0!W^'iha^e 

taken upon me to /peak unto the Lord, zakiah 

am^t duji andajbes. Ferudventwre there Jke^i 

Lackfwe ojthej^ty : wilt than deJh&ydlLtke oigjf 

far lack of five? And he Jaid-, Jf I find th^r^ 

forty and five, I will not dejlroy ii. • Attd b^ 

Jpake unto him yet again, and fai^iPerad^ei^ 

turc there Jhall be forty found tkere^ And ke 

fdid, fwiH not do it for forty' s fakt. AndM 

faid. Ok, let not the Lord be angry^ (^ ( zmJi 

f freak : Per adventure there /hall be thirty fopii^d 

therei And he faid, I "tmll not do it, If Ifiia^ 

thirty there.. And he f aid, Beholdnaw, I kavt 

taken ufronme to f peak unta the Lord: Ptrad^ 

venture' there /hall be twenty found there. And 

he faid, I will not defir<3^ ii for twenty' s fake. 

And he faid. Oh, leknckt the-Lordbemigry, an^r 

I will f peak yet kut thfis once: PerMventure^ 

ten fkaU be found there. And he faidj I will not 

d?firoy it for tens fake. And the Lord zsmU 

his way, asfoon as he had leftcommunmg with 

Abraham: and Abraham returned to kis place. 

It is apparent, that Abraham did tKH itaaike 
this iiiterceffion ipv Sodom upon the icka of 
the perfonal worth and value of the» righte- 
ous ; for, in the view of their, perfonal rd^ 
lation to God in covenant, the inter^ft of one 
righteous man in the divine favor, is above aH 
ettimation ; and in this view he might have 
named before the Lord, one with as niuch 
gtace as iifiy, bat, that he contem|>Iate4 
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ihcir Iseing in a ftatc of order and force fo as 
lo hold ground. 

Abraham was a foldier, and a difciplinari* 
an, and underltood the nature of force, and 
the means of attack and defence. The ancir 
tnt Hebrew taftics went by the quaternian 
rule of divifion. To each quaternian, or (in- 
gle, file, there was attached an officer ; and 
ten quaternians, with their officers, niaking 
in the whole fifty, completed a corps; which 
bodies, or companie^y, were joined together 
in divifions and armies^ Thus it is faid, Exod* 
jciii. 18. The children of Ifrael went up tiv- 
j£ D, &r by Jive in a rank^ out of the land of £- 
gypt. And Jofhua i. 14* Yefhalt p<ifs inaiy 
Jhalledby five, before the face of your breth- 
ren. And from the paflage, Judges vii. 1 1. it 
• appears that the Medianites, who were de- 
fceridants of the Hebrews, arqficd in the fame 
manner. In thefe armies, there wereappoini- 
cd cdptains of thoiifands.and captains (f hun- 
dreds, and captains 0/ Ji flies, and captains of 
tens. Deut, i. 15. From which it appears, 
that a corps contained five captaincies, and 
that to each their belonged an officer of tlie 
ftaff, or ftandard, who might npon occalion 
command Separately ; toj^ethcr with one who 
Hood next to him as his iecond, or, as he was 
called, his ^armour-bearer. Thefe companies 
f(|uared by dividing in depth, forming four 
divifions of twelve, in which pofition the chief 
captain and his armour-bearer (tood detach- 
ed from the body. 

According to this divifion and order, tte 
rules qI fervice.did not admit of their under- 
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taking enteqirizcs which contemplated fortjc; 
fbort of a captaincy or a dx^uble file, for;0 
thcrwife they were not fcovered^ Thui Gid- 
eon, whd^lieft Ifraci ftiould boaft, was reduc- 
ed to4he wcakcft means, took ten men ofks 
Jervants to commence his operations agaiuft 
Baal, ludges.vi. 27. The men of Ifraeh wh?n 
they lent off detachments from their armyi 
took ten meH of an hundred; &c. Judges xx; 
10. David, when he dwelt in the hold, arid 
was in want of proyi^om, feni otU tenj/outff 
men, u e. warriors^ to go to Nabal., 1 Saiii# 
X3cv*5. And teA youngmen that bare ^i)«b\s ar- 
mour compajed nboVft^ (mdj^teiAMom^/mi 
JUwkim. 2 Sam. xviii, ij.' By this paffagc 
it appears, that the conimander in chief, as 
he would have occafion t6 jnove from place 
to placcj had a double file of armour bcarere^ 
ana that every thing in thei? order and dif- 
cipline regarded this rule. IJhmael came, om 
ten men with htm, andfthote Gedaliahthatki 
died. 2 Kings xxv. 25. Thi^ view given iii 
the fcriptures is confirmed by other hifto^* 
that a double file was the fmalJeft nuTttber; 
which by rule and good conduft, were to be 
ported for a6lion. And even thus armed, thp 
valiant Gideon, in his enterprise againft BaaL 
thought propdr to avail himfelf of the moft 
fikilful management, and of the filehce of the 

Abraham entertained little dbiibt, if there 
were fifty righteous men in Sckiom, that thejr 
would be able to makfe a (land; aipdifoP^ 
file fliould be lacking of A full cOrpSi b^ 
would Hill entertain an encouiragjng p^w 
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j^cj^, And^ With a peradvehture updn peradf- 
Veniure, he W6uld defceiid to ^onp and t6 
thifty; and evc^ri h^ would not ^defpair t6 
totnet down to twenty. Abraham counted 
iipon rrieri 6? this dercription. Hebrews arfe 
'known to 6e mighty men of v&lour. In fucK 
k cafe *bf thfeiaft e^etremityi he would even 
dare to venture Uport ten. Biit upon lower 
grbiiricj that! thi$, botK liis coiinlel and his 
lland tailed hind, and here he gave up the 
Ihi^ttef a$ de^Gifive; - 

' And there carfie Uuoart^els to Sodorii at ^- 
'pefi; 'd/nd Lot fat in tie gate of Sodom: an^ 
LdtfeeiHg ifienl rofe up toiiieet them'; and, Kt 
%owed him/elf with his fate toward the ground; 
And he f aid. Behold now^ my lords, turn in; I 
prayydu^ into your fervdnfs houfe, and tarry 
nil night, and wajfi your feet, anayejhall riji 
up kdrl% and go onyouY ways. And theyfaid^ 
Nay, b^ut we will abide in thefireet all night. 
Arid he preyed upon theni greatly; and they 
turned iti unto him, and entered into his houfe i 
and he made them dfeaft^ and did bake umea- 
X^ned breads and they did eat. But before they 
lay dciwn^ the men bf Sbdom corhpaflTed thd 
houfe rounds both old and young, all the peo- 
j^jg from every quarteh And they called uri- 
to Lot, and demanded that Jie (hbuld give up^ 
to their brutality, the ftrangers whom he had 
taken intb his houfe as his guefts. 

On this furprifing em^'^gence, L< 
thd mstn; he went out at the doof ui 
arid fhiit the door aftet* him; and a 
liimfelftb them with the utmofl f 
p^rfdafibri; attempted firft to footh t 
£ e e 
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the mo(i cordial epkhets, and thekindeftlaSp 
guage of entreaty; and then to awe them with 
the fear of God, and to ftrike a laK>rror offia 
upon their cohfciences; and finally to foften, 
difarm and (ilence them, by a proflfer of the 

?^reatcft facrifices, provided they would dcfift 
irom violating his moftfacred faith of hofpi- 
tality. 

But they wet'e too many for him j they cri- 
ed. Stand ^^^— called him felloW — upbraid* 
ed him of being one alohe, and fcoffeo at the 
idea that a man of no more confequencc a- 
mong them, a tranfient man, thould thui 
prefume to dilate to a whole city ; and they 
tell upoh him with brutal fury, when he was 
refcued by his travellers within doors; the 
men put forth their hand and pulled Lot io^ 
to the houfe to them, and Chut to the door. 
This encounter proved, to a demonftra-^ 
tiort, that the righteous in Sodom were vcnr 
fer from being in force to maintain g^pOund, 
or any longer to hold out in refiftahce, and 
that the caufe of the city hiuft be given up; 
yea, the mert of Sodom had takthi heart at the 
retreat of Lot, and were preffing forward to 
force open the door, when the angels per- 
ceived, that the preferVation of the family de- 
pended no longer upon ordinary m^aris, and 
that the necelTity had come of giving a fignai 
of the prefence of angelic power. , And thp 
/mote the men that were before the door oj.w 
houfe with blindnefs^bothfmall and great Jo 
that they wearied themfelves to find the door* 

Nothing now remamed but to look to the 
prefervation of the righteous man, a»d^* 
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tJiofe t hat were his. The ordinance refpeSing 
the' family compaft, being a leading article 
pf the covenant, thai nduft be fully attended 
to, and the whole family muft be looked up; 
for nothing could be done — no, not at the 
moment of wrath, that would in the leaft in- 
fringe upon that charter, which the Lord had 
granted forth to his people under the feal of 
his own mercy and truth. And the men/aid 
unto Lot, Haft thou here any befide? Son-iiu 
law, and thy Jons, and thy daughters, and 
whatfoever thou haft, bring them out of this 
place: For we wiJJdeJlroy this place; becaufe 
the cry of them is waxen great before the J ace 
of the Lord, and the Lord haJih fent us to de^ 
Jiroy it. And Lot went out, andfpake unto his 
fons'in-law, which married his daughters^ and 
faid. Up, get ye out of this place; for the 
Lord will dejlroy this city: but he fcemed ^^ 
one that mocked unto hisjons-in-iaw. 

There is no evidence, as fome have fuppof- 
ed, that thefe men were joined with the men 
of the city in the attack upon their own fa* 
mily ; but the contrary is miamfeft, for if they 
had been among thefe aflkilants,.they would 
doubtlefs with them have been fmitten with 
blindncfs, which was not the cafe; neither is 
it to be fuppofed that they were citizens of 
Sodom, but that they were Perizzites, and 
had joined themfelves to Lot on account of 
their being (hepherds. They were, however, 
unbelievers. It has been frequently obferved, 
as in relation to the flood, and it Ihould ever 
be kept in mind, that the receiving and hold- 
ing of t^e great truth in relation to the iffuc 
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of the controyerfy betwwn God wd fi«i»M5^^ 
13 the cxprefs i^rticle which conftitute^ the 
righteous f haraficr, and draw$ thU line of 
diftinftipn arapng mhn. From this ^nuk of 
unbelief, the mimlspfthe fpnsin-Iaw ofLot 
were in a great meafure in a ftat^of indiffer- 
ence as to thf contrpvcrfy itfclf ; infomuqh^ 
that they could not enterprizf;, and take up<- 
On them boldly the hazarq of {landing up for. 
the caufe in which the family were involved 
in fuch great peril. And the feme caufa 
which had induced in their minds fuch tiold-? 
nefs and langour refpefling talking |in aftivc 
and bold part in the intereft of Lot and his 
guefts, operated, in likic planner, to render, 
tnem heedlefs and indi^rent to the al^rm of 
ganger, from the impend^n|f deftruflion o^ 
the city. 

Lot, as well as Abraham, had;a large con- 
(rern, and his houfehold confifted, doubtlefs, 
pf Tome hundreds of foi^ls; and it is natural 
to fupppn?, that his fons-in-law were ^he beadj; 
pf his hpuf^bold, and that it was thrpugl^ 
t^e unbelief, and confequcnt ftupor of thcCf 
men, th^t they were all loft.— -Oh, what a 
pharge will th^e heads of families and houfe^ 
holds hav^ to anfwer for, in: the day of ac^, 
founts! 

. Haviug difcharged thi« meffagc, and giv- 
pn his conrnands to his fons-in-law, t^ot rer 
turned in hafte to his family ; when affairs 
had arifen to an alariping height; the day 
drew on, and th? hpur of aftipn approached, 
and the voice of the angels began to found 
like thunder; faying^ ^'^ife^ take thy wije^ anil^ 
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thy two daughters which' are here; left thoa 
be confumcd in the iniquity of the city. And 
T^le he lingered^ the men, laid hol^upon, his 
hand^ and upon the hand of his wife, and upon 
the handofhis twd daughters : and they brought 
hrmforth^ and Jet him without the city. 
At that momentous crifis, the merciful an4 

J&oereigrt Lord himfelf arrived; he never 
pOmes too late to fave his people, who have 

* made a covenant with him by facrificc. And 
^hen they bad brought them forth abroad^ he 

faidf Ef caps for thy Ufe-y looh, not behind thee^ 
neither fidy in all th^ plain : efcape to the moun-- 
tain kjt thou be ccnfumed^ — The minifters of 
vengeance were now in the a£l of tlirowing 
pfF their covers, and taking arms to exe^cut^ 
their orders, and were turning about in battlq 
array againft the city. Alas! Lot foon becam? 
fenfibleof the importance of the moments he 
}iad loft by lingering in Sodom; and he now 
felt, that without fome further interventiori 
pf mercy, he muft perifti after all. 

Wherefore, almoft breath lefs and ready 
io fmk under the weight of the gathering 
ploud, he adareffed himfelf to his fovereign, 
and entreated the good Lord, that a litLe ci- 
ty, which was near by in the plain, might 
be given to him as a city of refuge— /Inci 
Lotfaiduntothem^Oh! not fo my Lord: Be^ 
hold now, thyfervant hath found grace in thy 
Jighty and thou haft magnified thy mercy ^ which 
thou haji fhewed unto me in fating my life: 
^nd I cannot efcape to the mountain, left yet ths 
foil overtake me, and I die. Behold now, this 
fity is near to fee unto, and it is a little one : 
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Ok! let me ejcape thither) (is it not a titil^ 
cne ?) and myfouljhall Hve. And he /aid un^ 
io him^ fee ^1 have accepted thee concerning tki^ 
thing aljo^ that I will nat overthrov^ this city, 
J&r the which thou hafifpoken. Hajie thee.ejcapc 
^^ithfv; J or I cannot do any thing tilt thou 
£e come thither: there/are the V'ame of the city 
^pMS called Zoar. 

See now a man efcaping for his life! Bqt 
his wife looked back from behind hitn ; and 
at the fight of the unveiled face of the angel, 
ihe became petrified, and followed on no 
more. Remember Lot*s wife. The fun was 
rifen upon the earth zoheft Lot entered into Zo- 
or. 7 hen the Lord rained upon Sodom and up* 
en Gomorrah brimjione and fire from the Lord 
0ut oj heaven. And he overthrew thofe cities, and 
all the plain, and all the inhabitants of the ci-- 
fieSy and that which grew upon the ground — 
And Abraham gat up early in the morning, to 
the place where he flood before the Lord. And 
lie came juft in time to witnefs the explofi^ 
on of the vengeance of eternal fire upon the 
liccurfed cities. And he looked towards So* 
dom and Gomorrah, and toward all the cities 
of the plain, and beheld, and lo, thefmoke of the 
country went up as thefmoke of d furnace. — ^^ 
When the wicked are cutoff, thou shalt 
5EE IT. The place where Abraham ftood, 
was on the rifing ground, on the weftern fide 
of Sodom ; and LQt went put on the oppo- 
fite eaftern fide. 

I have been the more particular iii remark- 
ing upon this memorable event of divine 
providence, as it is faid exprefsly, to be ^x\ 
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limblem or pi£lure of the final dellruftion of 
Great Babylon, ^nd of the cities of the Acti- 
ons in confederacy with her. And Baby lorn 
the glory of kin^doms^ the beauty of tht thai-* 
dees exc€Uency^ fhall be as wheH God overlhrew 
Sodom and GomorraL Ifai. xiii. 19, 

Though, undoubtedly, at the time of tkt 
endf when the tranfgrejfors are cdfne tv the 
Jult^ And the times of the Gentiles are ful- 
filled, and the finifhingcataftrophe will come 
upon the Ungodly, there will be many thou- 
fands of righteous fouls in the world ; yet it 
is manifeft from the fcriptures, that from 
Various unhappy taufes, they will be found 
in no condition of order and ftrerlgth, fo A^ 
to be able to make a ftand againft the over- 
fpreadin^f deluge of ini<juity. And I heard 
$he man cioathed in linen, which was upon tht 
waters of the rivet , when he held up his right 
hand, arid his left hand unto heaven, and/ware 
iy him that livethfor ever, that it (hall be Jot 
a time^ times and a halfi and waenhejhall 
have 'ACcoME*Listt£i3 to fcatUr the power of 
the holy people, all thefi things f tali he ti- 
Wished. Dan. iii. 7. 

The righteous, at that perilous junfture, 
whatever may be their numbers, will be trod- 
den down arid feat tered— they will be at the 
end of all their fkill and prowefs — and will 
be no more able to I'efift the torrent of apos- 
tacy and wickednefs, than was the righteous 
inan dwelling alone in Sodom. Then ali 
the wicked of the earth will know, to their 
forrow, what wrong they have done to their 
own fouls, ^in difpiung, oppofing, and wear- 
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Jng%out the faints df the mbft high. Ah! 
then, all the proud and fcornful of the earth 
^will be convinced oj[ their miftake, iand too 
late will confefs the truth which they had of- 
ten been told, that the righteous, their re- 
provers, were their bed friends. 

This weak^ broken^ and forlcfrn ftate of 
the righteous, as to their influence and tefti- 
mony in the world, will not all, nor even in 
the greateft part, take place by means of the 
oppofition from without. Neither earth noir 
liell could eSeft fo much, by iBeahs of their 
own proper forces; but the greateft evil will 
arife from apoflacy and corruption withim 
There will be among the covenant people 
themfelves, a great many fons in-law — tn&i 
who love their ownfclves and the world, and 
the things which are in the world ; thr&ugK 
whofe debates and ftrifes, for their own 
things, the great compafl and fettlemfent of 
the people in their embodied and organized 
ftate, will be difquieted and difturbed; and 
this, to fuch a fuftering degree, that the maft 
faithful, the deareft brethren, and even thcf 
fathers themfelves, wnll be forced, rhrougfi 
painful neceflity, to fef^arize and feparate.-r 
And it has long been known, that a breach 
of this nature, is like the breaking/m'th oj tod- 
Urs — it will continue ftill to widen by nevr 
feftarifms, until it htQomts great like thcfio^^ 
who can heal it ? . 

It will be remembered, that the weak zna 
inefficient ftate that Lot was found in, was oc^ 
cafioped'at firft by a ftrife between the herd* 
nien of Abraharaand of Lot, which eaufed 
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lliefn to feparate themfelves the one from tHfc 
bther; in which cafe the good man, Lot, 
Was left alone; for it proved that hb had 
iiot, as Abrahatti, an Eliezer td head his 
iioufehold; and, cdnfequently, he loft , his 
houfehold, and all hi^ cdncern; together 
with his t^ife; and, nioft probably, twd 
daughters. And yet, the fneny of God was 
greatly md^nijied, injfavirtg him (dive. . 
, What VNTill be the great caufe, leading to 
the final deftru6lion of the world, is pkinly. 
intimated, Matt, xviii, 7.. Woe unto thevdorld 
becaafe of t)ffences ! fdr it muft nteds be that 
\ffencts c6)itt: hut woe to that, man by 
-whom the offence cometh. I'hefe oflFences, as 
Jnay be feeti in the conneftioh, were expeft- 
ed td ink arftoilgtHe brethren ill the church; . 
Cafes of oflPence, which caufe breaches in the . 
thurch, niay generally be traced to an indi- 
vidual, cfr at leaft to a fmall number of per- 
fons. It is riot unlikely, that the fons-itt-lai^ 
6f Lot wdre the principials in the Itrifes among, 
the herdmen, which caufed the fatal fepara- 
tion between Abraham and Ldt. It may bei 
feen in the ftdry of Labari and Jacdb, that it., 
^as the cuftom of thefe people who kept cativ 
tie, to employ their daughters aind fo.ns-in- 
kw with tneir flocks ; and it may be feared 
that Lot hiitffelf, though ndt the principal 
taufe, vSras yet riot atltogether iririocent — the- 
ifonfequence of all which was, woe upoii 
woe — woe upon the city! and woe upon the 
offenders ! — in like manner, our Lord pro- 
nounced a doable woe, afs the cdnfequence 
ilf the offences w^hich muil come iii the lait 

F f f 
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days. Woe to the world — ^woe to the A yAi§ 
arc without, who wilt bcftumbled^ and foaroi^ 
and fatally involved in the fearful refulc ol" 
offences among the brethren ; but, efpedally^, 
t(x>e to the man^ the brother in tte church, 
who is the firft aggreflfor, or whtt is the prin- 
cipal obftacle in the way of reconciliation' 
and healing of the divifion ; it had been good 
for that man, if he had not been born. Ah t 
httle do the thoughtlefs world confider, 
how deeply their own intereft is concerned . 
in the breaehes and divifions ^hich, inthif 
day, are fprcading in the church of Chrift, 
Is ztnothing to you, oUye thatpajs by? M%oH 
indfeet 

To this broken, cmbai^rafled and utterly 
fcelplefs^ ftale of his people, in thfe laft days^ 
our Lord often refers; as how they (halt he 
betrayed ^^A by parents, and brethren, and 
kinsfolks, and ff'iends^ And there IhaK htjtoe 
in one houfe divided, three againfi two, and 
two againji three. What then can be done?' 
It is plain, that when the n>atter comes %€> 
this, the caufe, as it refpe6ls the prefervatioa' 
of the world, muft be given- over. And When' 
We confider the abounding iniquity, and hoW' 
fail the rtiighty forces of the great city ^re 
gatherir»g around; w^ilft, at the fame ttme, 
the little ifock oF Thrift, by a complicatiofv 
ot evils, are embarraflfed on all fides; and* 
iSieir power divided' and fcattered in every 
quarter. Ahs ! how gloomy is thd profpe6J::* 

1 he Lord's two witneffes, however, wilt 
never qmt the ground— they will refolve to- 
few their lives at their poll^ — ard in tfee fti?ee* 
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Bf the dtyj they >vill fhew themfekes in thft 
jthickeft of the|)attle, and do exploits. But 
J?eing deferted and left alone, like Lot i^i 
Sodom, and Mofes when he/hewed himfclf 
pftto his brethren id Egypt, and our Lord al- ' 
fo where he was crucified, thefe Jaft chanapfc- 
pns pf the truth, will be overcome and flajn^ 



3e£lion 4. Thfe rifing of thfi Walls of Zion^ 
The difperl^op of the builders of Babel^ 
preferved the ^jelieying remnant which, o- 
jherwife, had been fwal lowed up and loft, 
jind made roonj for the vvork of taith in the 
tents pfShem; difclofing there, mor^ and 
more^ the divine will and dodrineof Chrift> 
\xnii\ ' the Jliout of a king was heard Siipong 
^hem« 

. Xl^e people were called Ifrael, for thpy 
bad power with God. And it early began 
to be realized by all the proud of the earth, 
^hat the divine inftitutions were indeed founr 
dations ; and that other foundations no man 
could lay. Rahab, of £gypt* had the faireft 
pretenfions; and firft, among the nations, 
claimed the .empire; but, from hence, y%^ 
vas cut aftjnder. Canaan, whq refuied to 
ferve in the tents of Shem^ felt from hence, 
fi ftill heavier doom. 

On thefe eternal groqndsi, a Zion arofe, 
whofe walls were falvation, and whofe gates 
were praife. Who could fay to the high 
^Us, Why leap, ye ? This is the hill of God* 



Digitized by 



Google 



4if* ' -Divine Th£Ort. 

The dragon of Affyria, who had humbled 
all the nations of the earth, received here, ir^ 
the prime of his ftrength,an incurable wound. 
O that they had been wife ! that they had 
underftood this ! that they had confidcred 
their latter end ! How foon {hould aH their 
enemies have beeq fubdued under them ? — ' 
1c or their rock was not as the rock of Zion, 
^hey tbemfehcs being judges. 

But, be aftoni(hed, U ye heavens at this ! — 
The people of his Holinefs coveted to be lik^ 
the nations, and left the divine inftitutions 
for vain things ; and, by their many fool i(h 
iuventioris, they made themTelves viler than 
the heathen. Wherefore the Kock of their 
falvaiion fold them. 

For the fore correQion of a difobei^ient 
people by the hand of men, according to the 
covenant, and to be the great buyer of the 
poor captives of Zion; tindas yet the will of 
God mufl be tlone, and the work of redemp- 
tion be carried on and finifhed, by a refittancc 
unto blood again ft fin ; 'God commanded that 
Babylon herfelf fhould rife, and become the 
golden head of the nations; and,age after age, 
be the great Aceldama of the faints and mar* 
ty rs ; and^ finally, of her own lovers and fup- 
porters. ^ 



Seftion 5. Babylon the City, of Kmgd&ms^ 
.After Nimrod, whofe work was left unfin* 
ifhed, Semiramis, an ambitious woman, gave. 
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to Babylon a great fet out; but hei* work 
fe^med an objed: of parade and fhow, rather 
than of that deep policy, which, in the firft 
undertaking, and in the ifljie, chara£leriz64 
this emprcfs of cities. 

For fome ages Babylon remained an aflbcir 
ate with her fitter Nineveh ; but frora the time 
of NabonalTar, who, m the fcriptures is call- 
ed Baladan, which is commonly daied 747 
years before Jefus Chrift, fhe beg.1n to rival 
the metropolis of the Affyrian empire; and[ 
fometime in the fucceeding reign of Mero^ 
dach Baladan, about 7 10 years before Chrift, 
fhe feemed to affume her true ftyle; and not 
long after Judea, for the firft time, was in- 
vaded by this power, and the country was 
laid wafte, and Manaffeh the king was taken 
and carried bound to Babylon. It was not, 
however, until thctimeof Nabopolaffar, the 
father of Nebuchadnezzar, about 630 years 
before Chrift, that Nineveh was utterly de- 
ftroyed, wh^n Babylon commenced her fin- 
gle career of glory. And as this moft excel- 
lent fabric of human wifdom was thus finifh- 
ed by that family, Nebuchadnezzar was in- 
duced to confider it as his oWn work. 

Here I would again obferve, that I have 
no zeal to fix dates. 1 confider it as impoffible 
to determine with certainty the dates of thefc 
ages; but, by the general confentof chrono- 
logers, the above dates are right within a 
computation of about ten years. 

Babylon rofe up in the moft furpaffing ftyle 
of religion. The name of Baladan, the firft: 
Babylonian monarch, was compounded of the 
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pames of Bel and Dra|^on, which wembe ^^ 
voritc dekie? of ^abylon and Nineveh; bjr 
j^bich libcfality, doubtlefs^, he intended to iotr 
prove his popularity with both n^jom^ an4 
piid the qnion of both ftate§, Apd his fim im» 
proved upon this ftroke pf policy^ and to the 
name of Baladan, which he retaip^d, he ad(ir 
cd that of Merodach. Baladan fignifies /At 
Conofdeathy and Merodach, in the ^ytiac 
tongue, is the prince belov^j or as we {boui4 
fay, tbf prince ofhelL 

Ancient idolaters conc<aved of two prii^ 
fipal (^cities, M^bich they worfhipped^ vk. % 
fupernal ancl an infernal deity ; but as feat: 
was the great principle of their rc]igion^ 
like the aborigines of America, they thought 
It moft to their advantage, anfj wcrein^Iaced 
tQ pay thi^ir chief hpma^ to tlje evil genii; 
Thus the apoftje obferved. The things wbick, 
tht Genthes facrifice^ they facrifict ta devils, of 
demons* i Cor. x. 20. The prophet Ifaiah, 
chap, xxviii. reprQving and threatening thd 
people of Ifrael fqr their alliances with the 
Aff)rian and Babylonian powers;, .alluded tq 
4his ftyle of their kings, faying, Be^aufe ye. 
have /aid. We h,an^ made a covert u nt "with death^ 
and with hell, are we at agreement -, when tht 
^verjijwing Jcourge Jhall pafs through i it fiall 
not come unto us. Therefore thus, Juitb the Lord 
Qad, Your covenant with des^ih Jha/J h,e di/an;i 
nu/fc^d, afid your agreement with hell JhaU not 
Jiand\ wb^n the overjloajing Jcmirge Jhail pkjs 
through then ye j}>ull be trodditi down hy it -^, 
Kx\d John, in the opening of the feal whi^h 
denoieJ the rifing .of inyUical -E^abyloflj^ cw* 
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4omiy aUqdes to the fame things, when h« 
iay$, / hokedi and heboid apak borfe^ and Ms 
name that fat tkH him ^mas heath, and hell fol^, 
iowed with him. . And hence all the powersof 
darkiiefs ate calied the gates of hell. And 
*rhen they (hall together receive their final 
4oam, in thefecond death, at the fecohd and 
laflt judgment^ \t is faid^ thait death and bdl 
imere caft into the lakeofJLre. ,Merodach*BaI- 
ttdan may be confidef ed as the motta of the 
|)owers ofdarkriefs, /. e. death and hell united^ 
Thijr would be in excellent text for a mo- 
dem evangelical preacher, as he is juftly de- 
fcribed by William Huntington, minifter irt 
X^dndon, in his Difcourfes on the Wife and 
Foolifli Vnrgins. — * When the devil has in- 
^ flueriCfed, varnifhed, polifhed, fet forth, and 
^ equipfped fuch a profeffor as this, he per^ 

* fuades him that his hearing the word, his 
^ receivimg it with joy,, his fpriiigimg up in 

* zeal, in knowledge, in a profeffion, tn a re- 
*: formatioii;, aiid ma feparatioa from the 
^ worlds aubd joining with God's faints, that 
^ this is confverfion, it rs regeneration, and 

* the joy he felt is the power of God^ and the 
' confidence that attended it \% the work of 

* faith wrought 'm tie heart with power. And 
'' he furnijhes the imrJd with preachers to con^ 
^ifirmfucb in their profeffion. To counterfeit 
' every diftinfl operation of the Spirit of God 
f is .the devils ma^er- piece; and to be fet 
^ down in a faFfe hope, and under an infernal 
' infliuente,is the foolVdeepeft cell, the next to 
*■ that of utter darknefs. When the devil fends^ 

* one of hfs rainillers t^ counterfeit the firll 
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* ofjeration of God*s Spirit, the deceiver iha^ 

* bedifcovered by the following appearance i 

* he comes with a gloomy countenance, and 

* command^ a Tolemn awe: hi^ deportment 

* is grave, his voice hollow, his Iooks decla- 

* rati ve of penfivenefs and deep> thought ; he 
'deals much in morality, death and judg;^ 
^ment to come; his eyes ftate, his face is 

* pale, arid his accents are^reighty; afoleroa 
^ gloom, difmal fenfations follow, and are 
*^ communicated to all the audiehte; a cold 

* chill runs thro^ the blood, and every thougbk 
' of the bjart is brought into captivity to tblt 

* boufe appointed for all living. This is a fo- 

* lemn meeting, and a folemn opportunity; 

* and is called the powerful operations of the' 
*HoIy Spirit/ 

' Merodach-Baladin fending his aimbafla-, 

, dors toHezekiah kingofjudah, and making 
his fuit at the Lord's court, was an accom- 
plifhed meafure; this was a fair fpecimen of 
the myftery of iniquity, and deceivableneff 
of unrighteoufnefe, which has been fo fatally 
praftifed, inthefe laft days, upon the Chrif- 
t^an church. Satan, in this bufinefs, began be- 
iimes to be transformed into an angel of ligbti 
to which charafter the,prophet refers^ by call-; 
ing tlie king of Babylon Lufifer.Jbnofthe: 
72iorning. Ifai. xiv. 1 2. It was, doubtlefs, in the 
view of all natural men, a very promifing in- 
cident, that death and hell.fliould propofe a 
truce and lafting league with life ana heaven** 

, p the boldnefs df this fon of darknefs ! This 
propofal was not unlike the very gcnerour 
prolfer of the devil to Jefus ChriRj that if he' 
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V^buld conferit to his being hbnored aiid wor- 
Uiipjped as the icin^ of heaveii^ he flibuld be 
fnadfe king below, dnd all the kingdbchs and 
glory of this world fcould be giveii to him 
For his bwii ; or, in other words, that he would 
fcxchange kirigdoms with hini. The beople 
of Ifrael were al together An eleC^jpeopfe; but 
the prophets, iipon whom canie the Hbly Spi* 
rit, were ampqg thehi the very eleft. This bii- 
fihefs decieived He:sekiah, but evert this could 
toot deceive If^iah. ^ 

\ The authority and mihiftratidrii of the prb- 
bnels formed a nigh court of heaven bver the 
kingdbriis of the world; by the wbrd bf the 
Lord in th^ir mouth, they plahted and pluck- 
ed up liatiohs, ere6led and piilled dowiot king- 
tdoms. We havd their cbmmifFion, Jeh i. gj 
lb, THii the Lord put forth his hand and 
touched Thy mouthy dnathe Lord /aid unto me^ 
. Behold, I have pui niy words in thy ntoiith. — 
See. I ha-Oe this day jet thte oter the nations^ 
una dvet the kingdoms^ ibroUt out, dnd to pull 
dozvh, and to deftroyi arid to throw doiun, to 
build, and td pldnti Agreeably to this^ Baby- 
lon, the glorv of kirigdoms, tvas Ordained and 
let up; ana her extenfive dbininibriSi and 
idrig ages, were aiSRgned to hier by the word 
tof the Lbrd in the rtiouth of the prbphets ; 
arid ilrft, by thfe prophet ifaiah, whofe decla- 
rations, iipon thd octiafiort of the cordial rd- 
ceptiort by He2ekiah df the ambaffadors of 
the king of Babylon, require pirtitular iid- 
tice. 

The7i tafhe ijaidh t)ie prophet Unto kinjg tteae* 
kiah, aridfaidunto him^ Whit /did theje mm? 
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and from whence came they unto thee f Ana, 
Hezekiahjaid^ They came from afar country^ 
even from Babylon. And hi faid^ What have 
theyfeen in thine houfe? And Hezekiah an^ 
fwered^ ALL the things that are in mine houfe^ 
have theyfeen : there is nothing among my trca^ 
fares that J have not fhewed them. And Ifaiak 
Jaid unto Hezekiah, Hear the luord of the Lord. 
Behold, the days come, that aLL that is in thine 
houfe, and that which thy fathers haw laid up 
in /lore unto this day^ flialLbe carried into Ba^ 
by Ion: nothing JhcdL be left, faith the Lord.--^ 
And ofthyfons thatfhaLl iff ue from thee, which 
tkoufhaLt beget, Jhall they take away, and they 
JhalL be eunuchs in the palace of the king ofBa* 
by Ion. — 1 hus, upon tnis moft melancholy oc- 
cafion, the great commiflion of Babylon was 
taken out, and regiflered in this high cdurt 
of the prophcfs; and the children ofZion, 
and her p^finees, with all her treafures, were 
made Over by an unalterable decree, for the 
ufe, enriching, and aggrandizement of this 
proud city. 

The giving forth of this word of the Lord 
forms a memorable date in the annals of the 
powers that be. It appears, however, by the 
anfwer of Hezekiah, it was underftdod that 
this folemn denunciation would not go iiito 
effed: in his days; but, fometime in the days 
of his fon, when, as^ has been obferved, the 
land of Judah was firft invaded by this pow- 
er, it may be concluded that the long, Long 
reign of Babylon, as by this decree of hea- 
ven, and the great captivity of the fons of 
Zion, commenced^ 
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What appears to have contributed princi- 
pally to the rife of Babylon, was the great e- 
yent of the deflruQion of the army ot.benna- 
cjierib, which took place about this time be- 
fore Jerufalem. The Lord fent an angel and 
cut off al/ the mighty men of valour, and the 
leaders and captains in the camp; and theflowr 
ler of the army, to the number of ^n hundred 
and eighty five thoufand W(?n, died in one night. 
l^y this blow, the Affy rian po^yer, commonly 
ftyled the dragon, was incurably wounded. — 
This event opened the way for Babylon to 
jrife unrivalled to empire. There i§ ? remark- 
able coincidence of this event with jjiofejuft 
inefitioned. 

It has been fuppofed, that the feveq times 
v^hich were to pafs over^ Nebuchadnezzar, 
whilfl: he fliould have the heart, and aft the 
part of a beaft, were intended, in a figure, to 
(defignate the times in which the king of Baby-f 
Ion Ihould come up as a lion from the fwellf 
ing of Jordan, and ketch prey upon the 
piountains of Zioq. — Seven times, or one 
full week of years, upon the great prophetic 
fcale, is 2520 years. This fuppofition is much 
llrengthened by the confiaeration, that the 
continuance of myftical Babylon is faid ex- 
prefsly to be for a time, times, and an half; 
and as the times allotted for this divifion of 
the empire, is the half of a week, three times 
and an half, it is natural to conclude, that 
the whole of the times, called the times of 
the Gentiles, is a whole week, or feven times* 
And this thought is further ftrengthened by 
qther agreements, 
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Tlie meafures of the Babylonian emptrt^ 
for fpme time, were adopted with great ft)-/ 
briety and moderation ; but, about fixty years^ 
after it wa^ firft founded by Nabonanar, in 
the time of ManaOeh, which was about ^ 
or 700 years befor^ Chrift, the Nebuchadnc^ 
zar raiadnefs fell upon the brain of this poW* 
f r, when it began to. ravage like a lipn driv- 
en from his wpnted haunts, from this time;^' 
220 years brings us down to the age of Xer- 
xes, when a fimilar ma^dnefs fcized the Pcrfi* 
an monarch ; and he is reprtfente^, Dan, vim- 
like an infuriated beafl, ^L^pujhing tvcry way,; 
and ftavmg all that ftooa before him.— At 
which time, it is thought^ we ^re to begin the 
computation of the 2300 days, which reckon- 
ing is the duration of the vifibn concerniBg 
the daily facrifice ;^ and the 1529 added to this; 
complete the feven tirnes^ 

Tne order of Magiani, who were the great 
repofitpries of the fciences and qounfellorsat 
law, together with other religious orders, were 
early introduced as^ <;oqftitpent parts of thego* 
yernment,and made a great figure iij Babylon, 
r— In thi3 connexion, it may be worthy of re* 
mark, that the Greeks and Romans, who, iff 
their turn, came in for a ftiare in the glory 

f)f ttis city of nations, formed their cooes 01 
aws, which, to this day, remain the great pil* 
l^an " ' \ ftupendous fabric of human 
y\i the fame time that the golden 

cro Ion y/as formed for the gr^^^ 

imt le firft laws of Gr^ee^ it ^^* 

faic were wi;itten in the blood of 

the people. The law of Zion is written tn^ 
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the blood of the fovereign. The Greeks and 
Romans fet themfelves about framing their- 
<uvil confti tut ions, as early as 624 years be- 
fore Chrift, which was nearly the fame tim^ 
that Babylon commenced her unrivalled ca- 
Tcen . 

. . Before this era, the duties and obligations 
of fociety were a parental charge, and the of-*; 
fice for teaching and imprefling them was a 
fimple apartment of the family manfion ; but 
from this time tlb^^ became ^ learned art^ 
and the office has been a deep, an almoft un^ 
^xplorable vault of the gigantic pile. Since 
the commencement of this frame of fociety, 
the exiitence of an order of men, learned m 
the law, together with religious orders, has 
ever been found indifpenfably neceflary to the 
regular movements of the fy Item. Whilft the 
magnitude and brightnefs of the wliole fa- 
bric ftrike the mind with wonder and afto* 
nifhment, and afford thegreateft proof of the 
matchlefs powers of the human invention, 
this mighty complication of the frame of fo- 
ciety appears Angularly cbarafteriftic of thofe 
powers, and alfo of this moJft ancient, moft 
perfeftly finifhed, and which will be the lajl 
monument of the wifdom, the power/ and the 
glory of the fons of men. 

But, ahhough, at length, Babylon arofe 
thus by the permiffion, may I not fay, the (?r- 
der of heaven, yet the Lord made it quickly 
to be underftood, that it was ftill viewed as his 
implacable foe. Nebuchadnezzar, who com- 
pleted this work, was made himfelf, with a 
v^w to it, a fearful monument of the divine 
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difplcafure; God thereby fho\A?ing, that th^ 
])roud city was under his control, that hq 
reign was limited, and that in the end Ihc 
ihould pome down marveloufly. 

Babylon, raethinks, was the only work pf 
building, except the city of God, which, fint 
iChed, was perleftly fatisfaflory to the build- 
er; but, wnilft the heart of the proud tnotin 
arch was filled with pleafure, and his mouth 
with admiration, beholding this mp(tconfura- 
mate attainment pf hur^n power fmd fkill| 
God manifefted ppon him, by making him ta 
appear like a beait, that the work now finilh: 
ed, and which he fo piuph admired, was an 
objeft abhorrent to heaven, the fame as whei? 
it was fir{t undertaken. So widely differen| 
are the thoughts of God frorn the thpught^ 
ir>f men, and his ways from their ways. 

Nothing upon earth has ever give^i fomucl^ 
fatisfaftion to man, and fo much offence tq 
God, as this glory of kingdoms. The merit of 
the work is lo great in the view pf men^ an4 
Inch popularity does its great lord obtain ^^ 
mong them on account of it, th?it, when it i^ 
accomplilhed, all that dwell upon the earth, 
whofe names are not written in the bopk of 
Jifcofthe Lamb flain from the foundatioQ 
of the world, {hall wprlhip him, a]pd the 
V^hole world fliail nonder after him. For this 
men have referved their laft homage, and 
ihey will pay it in an ecftacy of admiration 
and wonaer. As Nebuchadnezzar loft his 
mind, and fell down in the po(lure of abeaft, 
yhile in t^e a6i of paying his homage tothw 
objed of the human adoration, fo, it appears. 
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tliat one day, in like manner, the whole world 
Vill become giddy, and be feized with a kind 
of devotional fury, in paying their, worfhip to 
this towering and golden image. But for this 
God has referred the inexhauftible cup of the 
Wine of his fiercenefs and wrath; and one 
great day, he will pour it out upon her in the 
exultation of his foul, and with the htaven, 
ind the holy apoJiUs and prophets t^xxhing a- 
round him. 

This great and beautiful ftrufture, which 
liats employed the hands of the renowned ar- 
tificers of the nations for fo many ages, em- 
braces, as may be feen in the figure of Ne- 
buchadnezzar's great image, all that is excel- 
lent and valuable of the earth, from the gold 
ofOpher down to the potter's clay; it em- 
braces all the various forms of human poli- 
cy, from the higheft ftate of monarchy down 
to the loweft ftate of democracy. It embra- 
ces, firft, the ftrength and glory of the four 
great ancient monarchies, bearing a pagan 
mfcription; thefe form the head and body 
of the image; the gold, and the fiiver, and 
the brafs, and the iron; thcfe fevcral parts 
arc: united and firmly compared together, 
by the natural and (trong Cement of pagan 
idolatry. — And fecondly, it embraces the fe- 
veral modern ftates and kingdoms bearing 
the Chriftian name. Thefe form the feet of 
the image; and by reafon of the heterogene- 
ous nature of the cement, it being a piixturA 
of the forms of chriftianity and paganifm, the 
empire, in this ftate of it, is partly ftrong and 
{tartly broken. And, finally, it embraces aa 



Digitized by 



Google 



494 DlVIN£ TH£0&Y« ^ 

aflcmblage of all tbefe parts ; when it Will 
rife up and Hand upon its feet, the wonder 
of the univerle, and when its golden head 
will utter that law^ thofe rreat xjjords which 
will be fo acceptable to thd Kiiijgs of the earth. 
and to them of the people^ anakindreds, and 
tongues, and nations ; and which will be on- 
ly reiifted by the men who keep the com- 
ynandments of God^and the teftimony of Je- 
fusChrift. 

That this work, after being delineated and 
exhibited in its feveral parts, will be joined 
together, and exhibited in an aflemblageofihe 
glory of the whole, appears from the follow- 
ing confiderations. Nebuchadnezzar faw this 
image, in one view, completed, and all its 
parts joined together, andf Handing up in all 
Its excellent brightnefs before him ; and at 
the time it was (mitten by the (lone cut out 
without hands, it appeared to be whole, and 
THEN was the iron, the day, the hrafs, thejil* 
ver, and the gold irroken to pieces together, oind 
became like the chaff oj thefummer thnjhin^" 
fioor, and the winacarried them axMy, thai n$ 
place -wa^ found for them. Dan. ii. 3^.— This 
agrees with the reprefentations, in the Reve- 
lation, of the exalted ftate of Babylon at the 
time of her final overthrow. And the woriM 
was arrayed in purple, and fear let colour, ^d 
decked with gold, and precious fonts, tini 
pearls, having a golden cup in her hand, Jj^^^ 
of abominations ojfid filthinefs of her JornkOr 
iions. And upon herforeheadwizs a name writ* 

ten, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, TH* 
MOTHER OF HARL0TS| AND ABOMIJJAT^ 
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pNs OF THEEAR'TH. Chap. "xvii. 4, 5. Hoto 

, much /he hath glorified herfel/, and Lived delu 
'cioujly.jo nuLck torment and for rot) give her: 

jforjkejaith in h^ heart, J Jit a queen^ dnd ani 
Xio widov^ andjkalljee nojorrow. Therefore 

Jhall her pLagiifis come in one day^ death and, 
mouryiing, and famine ; ^ andfhe fliall beutter^, 
ly burnt loithfite: forflrong is the Lord God 
zuhojudgeth her. iiev. :j^viii. 7, 8.-— U is dif-* 
ficult, if not impoffible, to underftand the pro- 
pheciesy without admitting thi^ interpreta- 
tion, that Babylon^ at the timie of her fudden 
and irrecoverable fall, will be in a moll ekva- 
fed arid prdud ftate; and this , has, been uni- 
formly the expectation of thofe who hold to 
the kingdom, and look for the triurrtph and 
reign of Chrift attd his fjiints, in the laft days^ 
bver all the pd\yeirs of death ind hell. 
. To this it has been objefled, that the world 
is how fd inlproved, and there i^ fd mtjch 
light and knowledge among the nations, that 
they will nt^ver aigaiii consent to the fove* 
i-eign rule of oujc great matter. But it may bd 

* rathefr expefted, that thefe great improve- 
Clients among the nations will accelerate thcj 
fearful event; for, it is known that'pride and 
ambition ufually keep pace with acquifitions 
in fcieiice. It viras not until thfe oriental na- 
tions had commenced a ftate of rapid im- 
provement, that the way was prepared for 
the rife and reign of ancient Babylort. ThS 
moft abfolutfe and extcnfive fovcteighty of 
Perfia was a. matter.bf the advie'e, confent^ 
and aid of their wift^ft men. The ftates of 
Greece were at the zenith of improvemc^i 
H h h 
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when th^y confented and gave their ail f(* 
the eRabhfhment of that empire; and wbeiiF 
they fought to eq^ial, if not to outdo a Per* 
fia. and even^ a Babylon ; and Rome came 
fully into the fame purpofe at her goldett^ 
age. And in this day, this learned age, Heth- 
i<m is the rage of the world. — Eafc^ affluence^ 
grandeur and power, are objefts to men not 
eafily relinquifbcd, when the means of oh^ 
taining them appear to be prcfented. When 
an evfttt is foretold in^ the prophecies, its ap- 
parent probability or ififiprobability is of lit** 
tie eoncem to us ; we may, however, be aK 
lowed to make reieftiofts upon the natural 
caufes that may fead ro il. 

Whilft the princes of this world- have longf 
refufed to give the power of their kingdoms^ 
to the Lord Chrift, they have readily come 
into the counfet ef great Baby lon^ and for 
many fucceflive ages they have been opening 
fireams afid rivers fnr her naerchandize, and' 
enriching themfelves with her treafures; and 
in^ the i flue, they m«iy thank themfelves for 
the uncontroulablc power and Pway of that 
wie among them, who; by availing himfelf 
of the metropolitan feat, and by becoming, 
fhe favorite fon of this emprefs city, will be 
the mean« of humbling them as with a rod 
of iron. Then the princes and lofds^ of the 
nations may call to mind the unthankful and 
hard treatment thatthefervantsof God have 
recHved from them. As for thole, bonds and^ 
afflifcHons abide them in every city; in Baby- 
lon thq^ have prepared for them a fiery fur- 
mce, and ia Perik trhe lion's den ; but^ it diA 
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Sk^t f*re wbrfe with the ehrfdren of the capti- 
vity in the furnance of Nebuchadnezzar, or 
with Daniel in tiie den of Darius, than it did 
^ith Jeremiah in the dungeon of Zedekiah* 
or w&n (hut tip in the court of his prifon. 

A more particufer confideration of the fob^ 
je6l 6f myjiicai Babylon, together wkh the 
lall head of this empire, jsind the times and 
^changes that pafs over her, will be difmiffed 
CO the third part of this work, to which it 
properly belongs. Here I would notice, that 
the times and changes which pafs in the afr 
ifairs of the kingdoms of this world, a;nd in 
the church of God in relation to them, as 
they are contained and arranged in the di* 
vine theory, like the whole lyftera x)f the 
word of God, they are ail accommodated to 
one great ruje; hewre thiere will appear tot 
i)e a fulfilment of the fame thing, upon a 
greater or a lefs fcale, over and over again j 
ibme one fulfilment, however, will be more 
itxprefs, i:omprehenfive and literal than the 
Others. Thus, it is noticed, that the (ame paf^ 
fage is often i^eferr^ to by the Holy Spirit^ 
in the view of TeverStI diftinS events, as that 
of Hofea xi. i. Whenljrael was a child I lov^ 
ed him, and called my Son out of Egypt. It it 
plain that this paffage looks to the ancient e-(. 
tent of the children of Ifrael going out of £•* 
gypt, alfo to a circumft^nce relating to Jcfus 
Chrift, Matth. ii. 15. and it feems, moreover, 
to look to an event which is yet future. It i» 
from this circumftance, of the events of Pro vi* 
drnce being ordered by one rule, and arran* 
ged in courfes according to the divine the- 
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cry, that the word of God, in all its parts, » 
of fuch prefent uCe to believers in every ag^e. 
of the world; and that allfcriptureh found 
by them to be profitable for doftrin^, for re- 
proof, for correftion, for inftraftion in rij^K- 
teoufnefs; and that the whole volume of m- 
fpiration, in a greater or lets degree, is prov- 
ed to be neccflary, Ikat the man of God mc^ 
beperfeBy thoroughly furnijhed tmto all good 
works. 

Something very fpecial has been obfervcd 
in relation to a variety of events that have 
taken place, refpefting their agreement in 
duration, with the times that myllic#il Baby- 
Jon is faid to reign, and that the la ft anti* 
thrift is allowed to make war upon the fer^ 
vants of God, and the witnefles are to lie 
flain. AH this is meafuredby one fcale, the 
time, times, and a half Firft, the court of 
the temple of God is given unto the Gen- 
tiles : and the holy cityjhall they tread under 
foot forty and two months. For the feme 
time, a thoufand two hundred and threefcor€ 
days J the Lord's two witnefles, at the gates 
of the fanfcluary, are found in force— they 
ftand firm, and together wield irrefiftible 
weapons againft their aflailants. Secondly, 
after they have finifhed their teftimony, and 
are no longer in efficient force, the beaft that 
aicendeth out of the bottornlefs pit, i. e. Me- 
rodach-Baladan, the fame is Apojlyon ; for 
the locults afcendcd in a fraokp from the. 
bottomlefs pit, and this deftroyeY^ death, the/ 
angel of the bottomlefs pit, was the king over^ 
them. He, I fay, Ihall make fuccefcful war 
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upon the' witneffes forty and two months^ 
^nd fhall wear them out, and kill them. — ^ 
And lattly, their dead bodies fhall lie in the 
ftreet of the great city, three days and an half. 

In fome meafure, doubtlefs, under the pa- 
pal reign, there has been already a fulfilment 
of this treading down of the holy city, and 
vrarfare between the powers of darknefs and 
the Lord's witneffes; but a ftill more exprels 
and literal fulfilment, mutt he looked for un- 
der the laft head of Babylon ; which is the 
bead that was, and is not, aiidJIiaU afcend out 
of the bottomlefs pit, and go into perdition ; 
who is alfo defcnbed as being the eighth, and 
of the /even. At which fearful time, when 
the witneffes are in a ftate of the greatelt 
weaknefs, deferred as Saul and Jonathan 
were upon the mountains of Gilboa, even by 
the mm af IJrael; al 1 th^ powers of death and 
hell will be muftered, and togetlier will fet 
upon them, and they miift fall, and, with 
them, the laft hope of the world. • It has 
been noticed, in repeated inflances, that in 
the perfecutions which have befallen the 
church, age after age, the heat of the trial 
^as continued for about thee years and an 
half. 1 his may be again expefcled ; and, at 
laft, it is not improbable that fomething may 
iflue in relation to the killing of two diftin- 
guiftied individuals, men who had been moft 
miraculoufly endowed with the gifts of thd 
Holy Ghoft, which will be literally for three 
days and an half. 

Question — Could Babylon, the 'glory of 
ki^gdvms, the beauty of the Chaldees excellen^^ 
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cy, be altogether the refult of the hcrinaQ 
invention ? Answer — Certainly not. Joi 
ftrid fcnfc, there is no invention but that of 
the wifdom of God. Had not the divine ior 
ftitutions appeared, this vork had never ex- 
jited. The whole effort of human {kill and 
power, in raifing a Babylon, lay in comij^* 
ing or counterfeiting the truth ofGod; fo 
that whilfl: the doftrine of Chrift, and the 
glory of the Creator, were excluded fronji^ 
their own vehicle ; the doOrines of devilSj 
and the glory of the creature, were in their 
^ead there introduced. ' 

And this, exprefsly, is the account give< 
of the matter in the fcriptures. They change 
ed the truth of God into a He — chcmged the gls* 
ry of the incorruptible God into an image, 8Lt\ 
and worfk pped andferved the aeatwre infitm 
of the Creator, who is blcJJ'ed for ever. Hofflf 
i. 23 — 25. 

Many people have received, and nioft *^- 
naciouily have held, -the inflitutibrts ignoi^ 
rantly, without receiving the do6lTin^ ^f 
Chrifl; or, feemingiy, any doftrine or (igm* 
fication whatever. Such were the unbeliev/ 
ing Jews, who required ajign% and, blindly 
fuperftitious, held the truth in unrighteous'^ 
nefs. But thefe Gentiles went farther. They 
fought after wifdom, required doftrine 0^ 
meaning for their devices ; but they fuhft'- 
tuted another name, even th^t of the pri^.^ 
of the bottomlefs pit, for the nameof Chritfr 
the Lord from heaven ; and exalted thecrea^ 
ture, the vain, proud, and beaftly creatarej'ttt' 
the place of the bjefl'ed Creator ; arid tbtf^ 
turned the t,ruth o/Qod into a lie^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



City o* KiN^Doiiis. 4^ 

Sabyion, though indiebted to the wisdoa* 
OF God, for all that which rendered it foiU 
luftrious, did not exhibit his name. There^ 
from the foundation to the key-ftone, man 
^rafed the glorious infcription of truth, viz^ 
Mount Zt(m,ihe city of the Great King, rvho/^ 
ifuilder 4nd maker is God; and, in the place 
thereof, engraved. Is not this Great Babylon^ 
that I have built for thehoufis of the kingdom^ 
kythe plight of my power, and for the honour 
0f my majejiy f^ The Dolicy of Babylon, was 
l^e famte as that purlued by the ferpent, in 
tempting our firtt parents ; which, as we 
hav^ obferved, was to poffefs himfelf of the 
Vehicle of God's^ g'o^y* ^o enthrone himfelf 
there, and thus to make the great and won^- 
derful enfigns of truth, the mighty engine of 
©ppofition to the truth. 1 he whole deep 
policy is illuftrated in the ftory of the magi- 
cians of Egypt, JarHies and Jambres, in the 
TOam>er in which they withftood Moifcs. 

The firft work of counterfeiting the divine 
model, refpefted chiefly the inftitutions,as ex- 
hibiting the glory of the beginning. Hence, 
nsin the defcription of ancient Tyrus, every 
thing is godlike, and affumes the form of pri- 
mitive glory^ Son of man, take up a lainen^ 
tation upon the king of Tyrus, and fay unta 
him, thus faith the Lord God, Thou fealejt up 
the fum full ofwifdom and perfect m beauty. 
Thou haft been in Eden the garden of . God ; 
every precious Jime xms thy covering, the far ^ 
dius, topaz, and the diamond, the beryl, the 
cnyx, and thejafper, thefapphire, the emerald, 
4md the carbunckf and gold; the xaorkma^ 
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Jhip of thy taJ}rets and of thy pipes was pri^kk^ 
red in tHee^ in the day that thou waft creatr 
'td. Thou art the (mointed cheribb t/iat covert 
tth ; and I have Jet thee fo : thou waji upon 
the holy mountain of God; thdu haji walked 
up and down in the midjl qfthejlones of fire. 
Thou wajl per feci in thy waySj from, the da^^ 
that thou wajl created^ ^///iniquity wiLs found 
in THEE. Ezek. xXviii. 12 — 15. Here is 
prefented a. vehicle com pofed of all the glory; 
.of the creation, made biit for the covering 
and infolding of iniquity. And the hiero^ 
glyphics of ancient Ninevfeh, are much the 
fame as thefe of Tyrus. The antichrift ifi 
this form is defignated by the name of the 
-dragon, or the ferperit; for he makes very 
free with the tree of knowledge ; he is wifet 
than Daniel; there is no fecrtt that they can 
hide from hint; and he deceives by faying^ 
yejkall be as Gods. Ezek. xxyiii. 2, 3. Thi$ 
antichrift delights in every thing which be^ 
longed to the primitive ftate, but its innocent 
cy ; and he ftill remains, and will remain un^ 
til the end. ^ . . 

The work of Babylon regarded roofe par-; 
ticularly the archangel-exhibitioii; hence ev- 
ry thing here^ appears in an angelic form 5 
herprincei is defcribed by the prophets as 
being the morning ftar, and the departmentsj 
of ftate around him as the conft^ilations of 
heaven ; and his armies are dreadful and con- 
fuming as the fire of God. And it is obfcrvr 
ed rerpe6ling the laft antichriftianhead, urr^ 
der which ancient Babylon will be, as it were/ 
revived j and ilie beall thaft w^^ and is n^i^ 
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iig^iny^a// he; ihat the farpe ^ercripjllop is re^ 
jpeftted. This bead is the evcmng ngir, the an- 
gel of the bottomlefs pit; an4 he employs afi* 
g^lic powers, m^k^tkfire catfie down froyi hear 
ven^ Sec. and his legions ^re reprefentejd ai| 
demon?^. 5ee Rey, \$ 3 — ii- And every 
^hing i^bput hiria is angeiic This ^ntichriftt 
'Particularly, is.ftylfid the Bea(l; hp deceive? 
by frying, Ye (hall be as angels, Ifai, xiv. 13^ 
ifind he aelighfs in every thing which belong? 
<o the Qngisl of Gad, except the part he takes 
in the ^ffliHims of his people. 

But myttijcah or fpiritygj Babylon, is der 
fcHbecJ fts affe6i:ing a gofpel Hylej. Her 
;Jleadi3 the falfe prppjiet; and, lijke the pro- 
phets arid apoftles, he preaches and wprk^ 
iniraclfes. And he exera/eih all the power of 
ihe fir ft beafi before him; i, e, the angelic pow- 
er ; fo that he inaketh fire come doivn from hea- 
Ven on the earth, in thejight of vf^en; i. e. he 
connttrfeits both theangelic power, and the 
Operatigns of the Holy Ghpft. And he deceiii- 
eth them that dwdl on the earth, by the means 
of thofe miracles which he had power to do ifi 
ihe prefence of the beajl, frying to them that 
dwell on the earthy that they ft)ould make an 
. imag^ to the beajl which had the wound by a 
fword and did live. Rev. xiii. 12, 13, i4i— 
This antichrift deceives by faying, Ye Ihall 
. be a? faints; jand he delights in every thing 
which belongs to the faints of God, icxcept- 
; ing only thtit obedience. 
• It may be fuppofed that the antichrift, fuch 
as^was Affyria, is called the Dragon, on ac- 
.CQunt of the firft atterppt of the evil fpirit a- 

1 i i 
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gainft Chrift being made by the agency of tti* 
ferpent, who was a bead of the field. And 
i/iat in the form of Babylon, is with great 
propriety Uyled a beait; becaufe, tor rea- 
fons which we have noticed, angelical pow- 
ers are ufually reprefented in the formofihc 
bealis, or creatures. The angelical depart- 
ment, even in the church, is defcribed by the 
figures of living creatures. Rev* iv, 6.aIfo,be- 
caufeofthe madnefs which has uniformly 
fallen upon thefe feveral heads, turning them 
to mere beafts ; and becaufe, moreover, of the 
cruel and ferocious treatment this power has 
ever (hown to the faints of God ; thus Paul 
fays, 1 Cor. XV, 3 a. hthsid /ougAimthkaflf^ 
at Ephefus. 

It appears that the powers of darknefs have 
purpofed to meet and opppfe Chrift, in each 
exhibition which belongs to him according 
to the divine will; thus, there are three lead- 
ing and chaiafteriftical unclean, fpirits, whidi 
come out of the moiUh of the dragon^ and out 
of the mouth of the beafi, and out of the mouth 
of the falje prophet. I hefe three together u- 
nite all the counfel of the devil's empire; 
hence, we aie faid to wreftle not only i*^^*^ 
finjh and bloody which we may cill ouruatuf- 
al foe, but againji principalities and pow^^i 
ogainjl the vuLersxIf the darknefs of this v)orlil 
thefe, as we may fay, are the angelic powers, 
as they are led on by the beaft ; alfo, d0^^ 
ff)iritual wickednefs in high places. This fpi- 
ritual wickednefs is the bufinefs of the lalfe 
prophet. From the circumfianceof thefe A- 
{lincl.furms> which the fpirit ofwickednoii 
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afTumes. in oppofition to Chrift, the great cir 
ty becomes divided info three parts. Rev, x vi, 
1 g. Not fo, however, but that devil toith devil 
damrCd will fti|l hold firm concord; for we' 
find the beaft and the faife prophet uniting 
their forces in the front of the battle of the 
laft great day, where they are taken together; 
and the dragon himfelf appears to be prefent 
in the rear of the action. 

But though this fa6l of Babylon, viz. its 
being the wifddm of the city of God coun- 
terfeited, gives it the name of biafphemyf; vet, 
it was from hertce that Daniel, divinely illu- 
minaled, with the glorious original before his 
eyes, and ruled in every aftion by the law of 
his God, could take there i\\^ feats of the maf- 
ter of the magicians, and prefident of the 
princes of the whole realm, and employ him- 
' lelf in every thing that tended to the good 
order, peace and profperity of the kingdom; 
and he had a fpecial motive for employing 
himfelf id this manner, when he knew by the 
word of the Lord, that the good order and 
peace of the city would tend to the welfare 
and peace of the poor captives of his people, 
who were in it. Jer, xxix. 7, And it is from 
hence that the reign of Chrift and his faints is 
fpoken of, as being a new dynally in the king- 
dom where once their enemies had reigned. 
Daniel appears to have had his eve upon the 
great empire^ which has been polfelfed in fuc- 
ceffion by the Chaldeans, the Medes and Per- 
fians, Grecians, Romans, &c when he fiid, 
The faints of the Molt High /ho tl take the king- 
4om. And again, The kingdoifi and dominion^ 
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and the grealnr/s of the Jnngdcm unierthA 
tuhoU heavtn^JkaU be given to the people of the 
faints of the mofi High. The fame thing is 
intimated in Revelatton, where, at thefoond 
of the feventh angel, it is faid^ The kingdoms 
of » his zi'mld are become the kingdoms oJ<mr 
Lord and of his Ckrift. Therefore, the apoT* 
lie to the Romans exhorts. Let every foidk 
fuhj*El unto the higher powers ; for there is no 
power but of God. Whofoever therefore repp 
eth the pozoer^\e{\{\^i[\ the ordinance of God. 

The fcene of the feventh trumpet will tho* 
roughly ftrip the palace of kingdoms of Ba* 
b} lonifh furniture, ftrike off the falfe marks 
and lying infcriptions, turn but the uftir^r, 
and introduce him, rvhofe right it is. It may 
befuppofed, however, that the labor of the 
vricked in perfe61ing this objeH of their de* 
fire, which they have fondly dreamed was 
their own, will not be fo deftroyed, but that in 
fome way it will fcrve the grefit purpofe of 
the glory of God in Chrift; and that their 
difcoveries and improvements in the theory 
of government, like their wealth, will, in foifi* 
meafure, be preferved for the juft. 

According to the divine will, m the na* 
tural, angelical, and evangelical fyl^eni*, 
throughout, there exift certain eflahlifh^ 
laws which, as means, conne£i with thcit 
ends; and the fame refuits will ordinarily 
take place, by whomfoever thofe means are 
uled. Hence, the juft and the unjutt, wi|| 
often be employed together in the lame fidd 
—and the evil and unthankful, by naakinj^^ 
ufe of the natural n:cans, as well as the right- 
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eou% Will fucceed in nataral things; atid^a^ 
we fey, will obtain the bleffing. Alfo, by 
being illuminated, and adopting the me- 
^hqds eftablifhed in the divine fyftem, men 
anay fucceed in producing angelical and evan- 
gelical f fFefts. Balaam, by means of the 
/kilful ufe of the inftitutions of the aliar and 
facrifices, was able to take the Hand of in- 
fpiration and vifion. So likewife many men^j 
far from bearing th^ true charatier of the 
fons of God, by means of the- gofpel inftitu- 
tions, which are the name of Cnrift, have 
been able to caft put devils, and do many 
wonderful works. B\\t though the wife men 
pf Chaldea were able to atl parts in the con- 
cerns of ihe kingdom, it might be exp€6led 
that Daniel, the elements bping divine, would 
apply himfelf in the bufinefs with far greatr 

cr advantage. Had npt Babylon been 

drafted from, and in fome fort borne the 
analogy of the divine model, the part that 
Daniel atled in thp government, by a man 
.4>f his frame of mind, furely had never been 
-done; the means of obtaining his end, had 
not then been in his power* But this being 
the cafe, Daniel could officiate in the fame 
functions with men, whofe ultimate pbje^ 
vere fo wide frpm his* 

It is from hence, alfo, that Chriftians, with 
good faith to Chrift, as the only rightful So- 
vereign, ma)^ fill places in the llates and 
kingdoms of the world, whilft under the 
antichriltian reign; at Icaft in moderate 
times; and there ferve the generation of the 
^i^hteous /?y the will of God. It has^, howe^ 
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ver, frequently taken place, that dccirecf 
have come out in fuch a ftyle as have requN 
red from all them who fear God, the moft 
decided refiftance. Such was the order from 
the Court of Ahab, requiring the people to 
u'orfhip Baal ; and that of Nebuchadnezzar, 
to worlhip his golden image ; and that alfe 
of Darius, forbiading alt worfhip. Freouent 
eflays of this nature have been made in 
latter ages, ar, the blood of the martyrs will 
fully wiinefs ; and it is expefted, that a moft 
clefperate attempt to force all men from their 
fidetiiv to Chritt, will be made by the l^ft 
great king pF Babylon, 

But in ho wfoever favourable circumflanc^ 
the friends of God and truth may be placed^ 
who are called in providence to a6l parts in 
^he affairs of the ftates and kingdoms of the 
world, whilll they belong to, ^nd are mem- 
bers of the great city, the utmoft circumfp^c* 
tion will be required to keep themfelve? pure* 
And it will behove all perfons fo called, by 
prayer and fading, the more earneltly t# 
watch over themfelves, that by a fingleeyt 
to the word of God, they nriay be kept/r^ 
the evil; knowing that, if in any matter thc^ 
depart from the eternaltruth, that J^/^^^ ^^^ 
Lknji, which is eyer to be exhibited by thfe 
indttutions of government, they will aefite 
x\\tvn{t[\t% "^'nhih^ accurfcd thihg. 

1 he Chridian brother who, tjpon -trial; 
can refolve with Daniel, to diet upon clean 
pulfe and water, in preference to the defileo 
portion of the king;'s meat, and the wine of 
his cup; who could pafs and repafs, at* 
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ibanquet of rbyal dainties, ferved up in di- 
vers veffels of gold, for an hundred and four* 
fcore days, and not touchy not tafle^ not han^ 
die; and who will bow himfelf three times 
a day, and pray and give thanks before his 
God, with his face towards Jerufalem ; fuch 
a man may venture to be a ftatefman. The 
fclfdenial which is requilite for our fafety^ 
under the gofpel, though it be exercifed in a 
different manner, is by no means lefs than 
that which was required for the prefervatioa 
pi the holy people under the law* 



The other parts of this work, (hould it be 
]permittcd that they be publiftied, will be of 
the more praftical nature* I had hoped that 
the whole would have come to the public 
fome years ago; but may I fay, fatan hinder* 
ed it, and I have fubmitted to the neceffity; 
and, with refpeft to the remainder, I ftill fub- 
Xnit, knowing that, in the end, the oppofiti- 
on of earth and hell will ferve'only to effect 
ihe will of God. 

Thus, with folemn concern, through trials 
iand fufferings, fevere and long, endured for 
this dotlrine of the kingdom of Gpd, I have 
attempted to deteft the bold counterfeits of 
godlinefs, which, in this day of grofs dark- 
nefs and abominable corruption, are every 
where traverfing the earth ; and to blow aa 
alarm againft the city. 3y the miniflry of 
ihe apoltle^ it i$ faid. Ads tlxiu 12. that the 
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Romdn deputy was aRonifhed at the doBrini 
efthc Lard. The day is faft approaching^ 
when this docirint of the Lord, this that ^tfui 
Chrifl is Lord, will aftonijh all the auihoriiiei 
of the world. 

Be wife now therefore, ye kings i he in- 
truded ye judges of the earth. Serve the Lor I 
zviih fear, and rejoice with trembling. Kifs 
the Son, Lejl he be angry ^ and ye ftrifh from 
the way, when his wrath is kindled but a ht" 
tie : bUffed are all they that put their trujl in 
him. O ye nations, and kindreds, aod 
tongues, and people, all that dwell on the 
earth ! Fear God and give glory to him, for, 
at his own houfe, the hour of his judgment is 
come : and wo^fhip him that made heaven and 
earth, and thefea, and the fountains of waters. 
When judgnaeot has begun at the houfe ^ 
God, is it not time for ^U to bow to thi ever^ 
lajling^ofpel? 

Lo theje are parts of his ways, but theihun' 
der of his power who can underhand? T)3i> 
feeret of the Lord is yet to he difclafed.-r* 
Alas^ for the families, the tribes, and all tb^ 
kindreds ot*ihc^^xihr^Who fJiall live wkm 
God doth this! 

Grace be with all them that love our Lori 
Jefus Chrijl infimerity. Amen. 
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